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This volume seems to be the spontaneous outcome 
of circumstances, or in a sense has simply grown up 
“without observation.” Most of the contents came 
the compiler s way without ever suspecting their fu¬ 
ture appearance in book form, by casually noting down 
what he saw and heard while moving around among 
the homes of our people, recording interviews with the 
older venerated persons, or recalling what was sug¬ 
gested during the thirty or forty youthful years of the 
almost forgotten past, and were published from time 
to time in the Pocahontas Times. 

Referring to the Biographic Notes, we quote from 

the Bath News an article by Joseph T. McAllister, 

himself a historical student of more than ordinary 

ability : “These sketches are from notes made as oc- 

* 

casion offered, and they can not be prized too highly. 
It is very hard for one man unaided to gather these 
facts, and it requires no little time to edit them. We 
sometimes think very lightly of such things, and are 
too much inclined to let the dead past bury its dead, 
and live alone in this work-a-day present. But we 




PREFACE 


should remember that along this western 

worked out a vast problem 



9 



ima 


the 










wrought a 

vast change in the then existing form of government; 
that they made history and played no 
part in life’s great stage; that the simple 
nurtured men to whom we are indebted for countless 
blessings, and that no incident of their lives is too 
small or insignificant to be recorded. Only by access 
to such sketches as those published by Mr Price can 
the coming historian gather truthfully the materials 
from which to write. When Green, the great English 
historian, wrote his immortal work—it was not to set 
forth the deeds of the kings, or the deeds of the mem¬ 
bers of the royal household. He wrote what he 
ly calls a ‘History of the English People. 

The writer esteems it a privilege granted by the Su¬ 
preme Being,—in whom we live, move, and have our 



being, 


to have been enabled to collect and put in per¬ 



manent form the matter contained in these sketches, 
much of which would soon have faded from the 
of men and lost to present and future generations. 

Sincere thanks are due the advance subscribers, 
without whose assurance of support and co-operation 


k 


been attempted at 



time. 


William T. Pi 


Marl in ton, West Virginia, 

July 19 , 1901 . 
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SKETCHES OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


Section I. 


SOME PRELIMINARY WORDS. 

A Hebrew Prophet utters this impressive admoni¬ 


tion: 


4 4 


Hear this ye old men and give ear all ye in¬ 
habitants of the land, hath this been in your days, or 
even in the days of your fathers? Tell ye vour children 
of it, and let your children tell their children, and 
their children another generation. ”—Joel 1, 2-3. 

The duty inculcated by these earnest words we,—- 
the Editor; the venerated, aged persons whose memo¬ 
ries have with so much fidelity preserved the traditions 
and the oral unwritten history that have been transmit 
ted from their pioneer ancestry to their children and 
children’s children; the advance subscribers; and the 

publishers,—hereby endeavor to perform. 

These sketches are designed to illustrate, in some 
measure, the history of Pocahontas County, located as 
is in one of the most remarkable regions of the whole 
habitable earth. The territory referred to extends 
from the Ohio Yalley to the Blue Ridge, and from the 

9 

Potomac to the sources of New River. There mav be 




regions 







like limits equally favored w 
but none to surpass it, when 


the 
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things are duly considered. The spontaneous resources 
for sustaining human and animal existence exceed all 
ordinary means of estimating. The streams were alive 
with fish and aquatic birds; the forests teemed with un¬ 
counted herds of bison, elk, and deer, bears, wolves, 
panthers, wild cats, foxes and smaller animals of great 
variety roamed at will. Flocks of turkeys, grouse, 
quail, and the wild pigeons abounded in fabulous pro¬ 
fusion. The branches of as noble trees as ever grew, 
—trees that would be the pride of royal parks,—were 
occupied by throngs of birds of bright and varied plu¬ 
mage and sw T eet notes, thus making the solitary forest 
scenes beautiful and more than sweetly vocal. 

When the pioneers came they found this wilderness 
paradise just as God the Creator fashioned it, already 
peopled by a branch of the human race, men, women, 

and children, that had been here for centuries. There 

* 

were indications that these had been preceded by a still 
older class of occupants. 

As to the American Indians found by the pioneers, 
the question of their origin, who they were and whence 

came they has been a much discussed ethnological 
problem for the past four hundred years by Spanish, 
English, French, and American scholars. Egypt, 
China, and Norteastern Asia, as well as Northwestern 
Europe, have passed under searchingly profound con¬ 
sideration as sources whence the aboriginal people of 
North and South America have migrated at prehistoric 
periods. The language, religious traditions, manners, 
and usages of the Indians that occupied the region 
whereof our county forms a part seem to some writers 



HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 































origin, and might be a 
Tribes of Israel. On this 
mon was written, and our intelli 
something of what has resulted whenever 
tion is broached. 

But as the question now stands, that of origin as to 
what nation or nations of the old world whence the 
American Indians have come, the state of the problem 

xing that positive truth is not conceded to 
one theory. Plausible conjecture is the most that 
is conceded for the best considered theory of origin. 

Hu Maxwell, who has investigated such historical 
themes with conspicuous ability, says: 

k Tu Mexico to-day the Indians, Mayas, and Aztecs 
live side by side, and their features and general char¬ 
acteristics show them to be radically the same people, 
not different races. They are at least as much alike as 
are Germans and Spanish, the Greeks and the French, 
the common origin of these nations is not difficult 
to trace. It is neither proper nor profitable to enter 
at length upon the consideration of the origin of the 
Indians. It is a question which history has not an¬ 
swered, and perhaps never will answer. If the origin 

were known, the origin of the people 
le mounds would be near at hand. But the 





who 
whole 




is one of speculation and opinion 


The 





wa 















t 




of most authors is that America 
orn Asia byAvay of Behring Strait. It 
done. But the hypothesis is a 
ia was peopled by emigrants from 
the Behring Strait. It is the same dis 
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•oss, going west or comiii 
>rical evidence that America 

at both the old world and 





« 



s 












were not peopled at the same time; or 

peopled independently of the other 




n 







>f historv. and as far bad 




inguages 


throw anv 






migrations 


been westward. No westward 


migration would have given America its inhabitants 

mi the west would 
As a matter of fact 


from fr 


Amer 


Behring Strait is so narrow that the tribes on either 
side can cross to the other at pleasure, and with less 


Ri\ 


can be 



on 


difficulty than the Amazon 
its mouth/' 

In our sketches we will not spend much 
theories of origin, but give earnest attention to 
and the fact now before us is this, the pioneers found 
the land they had come from beyond the ocean seas to 




aim- 



le 


possess, already occupied by their fellow men, 
ing the land as theirs from, prehistoric times, 
tribe of Indians that laid special claim upon our region 
by actual possession was the Shawnee; and as 
Shawnee had been nurtured and reared in 

goodly land, he ranked among the 
•s of the North American aborigines. 

The Shawnee Indians preceded the pioneers in ac 



y 11 it 






m 





possession and long use of hunting 
coextensive with the limits all 
e Indians had the Ohio Yalley as 



t 

















Nearly all of the aborigines 
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war 













i 





ved in Ohio adjacent to the 
Virginia, whence they would come 
leir claims to their hunting 
twenty-five years waged cruel 

pioneers. 








1 


again 

The French Jesuit fathers, as early as 1640 , 

published a missionary census of the total 
number of Indians in the territory east of the Mississ- 

north of the Gulf of Mexico, and south of the St. 
Lawrence River and the Lakes. The territory referred 
to in that missionary census includes what now claims 

«y 

our consideration. According to this census the Ind¬ 
ians numbered about one hundred and eighty thousand. 

o •/ 

It thus appears that the Jesuit Fathers took much 
pains to inform themselves about this region, and had 
secured the confidence and attachment of the Shawnees. 

These alert, tireless, shrewd missionaries always knew 

7 7 «. 

a good thing when they saw it, and they seemed to 

lave felt that no brighter gem was in their reach, with 

which to adorn the tiara of the Holy Father at Rome, 

« T 

than the natural Paradise reported by the Shawnee 
braves and Huron hunters as their own hunting grounds. 
No doubt rested in the souls of these devoted mission- 


arm 







Vhri 



rnt their paramount duty was to secure and make 
or the use of the Holy Father this goodly heri- 
3 heathen, for it was his as the vicegerent < 
whom God had promised the earth an 
ercof. They were ready to sacrifice a 
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>f personal 


t 






even 






make 
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le annals of missionary e 
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confirmed 



was 







more pathetically interesting than 

Jesuit fathers voluntarily endured, in 

ate the faith, as they express it 

missionaries, followed in due time by the 

neers, and the goodly land was explored 

sionaries were quickened in their zeal 

in their faith when they discovered so much 
« 

suggestive of Palestine in so many features. 

Moses said and what they had read in the 8th o 

teronomy about the Holy Land being a land of 
of water, of fountains and depths that spring 
valleys and hills; a land whose stones are iron and out 
of whose hills brass might be dug, the Fathers found 
all duplicated here, and they were not slow to perceive 
its possibilities could make it materialize into a 4 ‘land 
of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pome¬ 
granates; aland wherein bread would be eaten without 

scarceness,. and nothing really good be lacking, and 

be moreover a land of oil, olive, and honey. 

Since apostolic times no class of men have on recorc 
or have displayed more selfdenying energy than the 
French Father missionaries at the time referred to. 
Some of these previous to 1640, and at various periods 
since down to 1774, explored every nook and corner of 
our region worth looking after, guided by their Shaw¬ 
nee adherents. It is believed that t 
of these fathers, or engineers, were 
Indian Draft, some vears 

7 0 

branch joins the main stream. 







ago, near 


where 




To have a proper appreciation of what 

in their efforts to have and to 





the 
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now the place of our homes, it would be well to 

hawnee character, as men and warriors 

gave our pioneers the most 
were Pontiac, Chief of theOttawas; Cornstalk 
buck, and Crane. Killbuck annoyed the 

eries of years, and when hostilities cea 
home in Ohio, and thereafter paid occa- 
visits to Wheeling. He became blind, and liv¬ 
ed to be more than a hundred years old. 

Killbuck had for a comrade, whose efficiency as a 

1 mt 






went 





warrior made him nearly as dangerous, named Crane, 
because of his unusually long neck and legs. Crane 


was an ugly thorn in the flesh, especially to those of 
the settlers that located on the South Branch, and made 
himself a conspicuous nuisance never to be forgotten. 

But little record is to be found of his exploits, but 

♦ 

enough is known to give him the distinction of being 
considered nearly as dangerous as Killbuck. 

The Shawnees, the aboriginal people, were here to 
repel the pioneers for the reason they regarded the 
land as theirs bv inheritance from their fathers, at 
whose burial mounds they observed solemn rights of 
worship, and whose exploits they so fervently chanted 
in war songs and funeral dirges. 

Indian troubles continued about thirty years with 


brief intervals of precarious peace. 


It 


18 



on 


very 







1774 


1 



tradition that for ten years before 

ft/ 

battle of Point Pleasant, October 
'harles Lewis was never at home moi 










The 




cottish Virginians, ancestoi 


t 
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0 proportion of our Pocahontas 
mote from the seat of the colonial 
provided with means of defense, and were 



H 







troubles arising from the long 





gle between the French and English for 
the Mississippi Valley. History makes no 
tion of expeditions numbering hundreds of men going 
out as armed rangers upon the frontier. Nothing blit 

a few unnoticed Acts of Virginia Assembly, acknowl¬ 
edging and commending such services, are available to 
show that companies of 4 dangers, ’ 1 “Independents, 
or “Volunteers, " led by a Lewis, a McClenachan, a 
Cunningham, a Preston, a Dickinson, a Dunlap, a 
Moffett, an Alexander, or some one else, armed and 
equipped at their own charges, penetrated the forests 
to punish or disperse hostile parties of Indians. 

For in times of avowed peace the Indians would al¬ 
lege nominal or supposed wrongs, and thereupon mur¬ 
der defenceless families, then disappear stealthily as 
panthers, hastening away to their well-nigh inaccessi¬ 
ble strongholds beyond the mountains. The Indian 
leaders, moreover, were foemen worthy of any antago¬ 
nistic steel. The Emperor Pontiac appears to be the 
first to wage war against the Scottish Virginians. He 
was a war chief of the Ottowas, the most influential of 
northern tribes, and was conspicuous among the 
native heroes whose devotion to the 
people, wisdom and eloquence in counci 
egy, bravery in battle, have made for 






in 








the proudest warriors of all time mi 
One writer speaks of Pontiac as a person 





r 
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appearance and commanding stature. 

in point of native talent, courage, 
integrity lie will compare without 

renowned of civilized rulers and eonque- 






r 
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Pontiac 


that 


ed 




1 



trenertli of 



port of 


British G 


come 


* 



3 Colonies and the strongest sup- 
wernmcnt to withstand and over- 
was in obedience to Pontiac's orders and 
plans that raiding parties pressed far into panic stricken 
settlements, and among the massacres were the Big 
Levels and Muddy Creek in Virginia, and the merciless 
slaughter in the Valley of Wyoming. 

Ten or eleven years later another terrific Indian war 
blazed forth. This was conducted by the Shawnee 
chief Cornstalk, who when a young warrior was under 
Pontiac. The Shawnees held all other men in con¬ 
tempt as warriors. Mr Stuart speaks of Cornstalk as 
distinguished for beauty of person, for 



and 


strength of frame, in manners graceful and easy, and 
in movements majestic and princely. He commanded 
the Indian forces at Point Pleasant. During that very 
memorable action he was frequently seen moving rap¬ 
idly along the lines of picked braves, and his marvel¬ 
ous voice was heard above the din of conflict cheering 
on with his battle cry “Be Strong! Be Strong!" 

Colonel Wilson, a British officer, says: 
icard the famous orators of Virginia—Patr 

but never have I heard one 






ll f 













of C 





As seen and regarded Py 

successful at the 




battle of 1 


1 i ad 

PI 
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• Independence could' not have occurret 




m 


F 01 


when it did, and very probably never taken 
English cavaliers, the French and Spanish missionaries 
with their Shawnee and other Indian 
mve made it too uncomfortable for 
and the Hugenots to remain, and there w 


not have 










been a Pocahontas County to write history about, as 
we know it, and are now preparing. The tide of that 
very eventful and pivotal battle was turned against 
Cornstalk and his chosen brnves by the management 
of Jacob Warwick, a pioneer of Pocahontas County, 
who now sleeps in his lowly grave six miles west of the 
Warm Springs, Virginia. 

The close of Cornstalk's eventful career in life is 
one of the most touching events of the kind on histori¬ 
cal record since the death of Socrates. Impelled by a 
magnanimous sense of duty unsurpassed in all barbaric 
history, in order to be faithful and true to the treaty 
peace lie had made with the pioneers, Cornstalk came 
to the fort at Point Pleasant, the scene of his humiliat¬ 
ing defeat, to inform the garrison of efforts made 
British emissaries to incite the Indians to war a 
the Virginians during the Revolution. He and his son 
Ellinipsico were detained as hostages. 

In the meanwhile some of the garrison 
by the treacherous death of a comrade by an 

resolved to be avenged upon 
80011 as Cornstalk divined their purpose, 

on and said: “My son, the Great 

we die together, and has sent you her 
t is His will —let us submit. 



















fit 


end 











# 












Ho then faced the persons making 
, bared his bosom, received seven 

mountain rifles, and fell lifeless. With 

spirit and prestige of the Indian power on 








In thinking of this 
the words apply: 


wonderful person 


“The Lord of all 

The forest heroes, trained in wars, 
Quivered and plumed and lithe and tall 
And seamed with glorious scars." 


Such historical allusions seem needful to aid us now 
iving in forming some adequate conception of what 
our worthv ancestors had to encounter and overcome 

t' 

in their endeavors to build up t-heir homes, for them¬ 
selves, and for their sons and daughters, their children 
and childrens children. So comparatively silent is 
general history concerning border warfare that none 
but special students of pioneer times have anything 

a correct apprehension how dangerous and 
were Indian warriors fighting for limiting grounds, fish¬ 
ing streams, and ancestral graves. While it may he 





ittlo, relatively speaking, 1ms been recorded 


( 



le events that make up pioneer history, yet it is im¬ 
possible for those of us who revere our ancestral wor- 

revert often in thought to those sad twenty - 
years in which the weapons must have 





five 





med and the characters formed and maturec 








)us war that was to be fought 
on planted by Scottish-Virginia h 
adorn this goodly land and c 
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all around its liberty inspiring 



soul savins 





i 



With so much at issue i 




conflict to 




by savage and civilized leaders of the highest 





there is something so 
ignificance as to prompt every pious 
claim in all fervency of spirit: 






r 





4 ‘Sound, thou trumpet of God, come forth Great 

Cause, to array us. 

King and Leader appear! Thy soldiers sorrowing- 

seek thee.” 


Having thus considered the character of the Ottowa 
and Shawnee leaders opposing the early settlers, we 
will give some attention to the characteristics of our 
pioneer ancestors, so as to comprehend in a measure 
how they became qualified to meet and overcome the* 
opposition confronting them, and by their marvel]om 
success opened this “goodly land” for our use and 
daily comfort, and known and loved by us as “home 
sweet home,” amid the West Virginia hills. 

Of the persons most prominent in the 
of our pioneer ancestry, special mention 
made of Dr John Craig, for the reason that he exei 
so much telling influence upon the immediate 
those persons who pioneered the counties o 
, Greenbrier, Monroe, and Kanawha, 
over a type of the persons whose names w 
ed by so many of our ancestors with 
could give, “their praises and their tears 

















Dr Craig was Master of Arts 

of Edinburg, 
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five year 







bath mornin 


wou 


P 





to the Old Stone 

walking five miles to preachin 

when Indians were 
his own trusty rifle along with 













t 












Services would open at 10 a. m., r 
for lunch at noon, then preaching 
Sometimes, on Sacramental occasions, a 

needed to read the closing hymns. Then 
the congregation would ride ten or twelve 
miles to their homes, and after doing up the household 
chores, would go to bed at midnight. One of his ser¬ 
mons still extant is laid off in fifty-five divisions. 

When Braddock was defeated, mainlv bv the skill- 

1 v «/ 

ful management of Pontiac in 1754, thus leaving all 
west of the Blue Mountains exposed to Indian incur¬ 
sions, the inhabitants in utter consternation were talk¬ 
ing about safety in flight somewhere back to Pennsyl¬ 
vania or over the mountains towards Williamsburg, so 
as to be near the seat of government, and the safety it 
implied, the undaunted preacher was opposed to all 
such schemes. In his journal he thus writes: 

k4 I opposed that scheme as a scandal to our nation, 
ailing below our brave ancestors, (in Scotland) making 
ourselves a reproach among Virginians, a dishonor to 


our friends at home, an evidence of cowardice, want 


o 





noble 



istian dependance on God 


as 


able to save and deliver from the heathen; and w 



a lastin 















orever on all our posterity/' 

soldier of two banners,— the banner 
the baniler of civil and religious fr 

erection of forts. In his 
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v own flock required me to go 
which I did cheerfully, though 




1 







! 



me 


one-third of my estate; but the people followed me an< 
niv congregation in less than two months wa 





% % 


# 


There are number 


people living in 



today whose ancestors assisted in the erection 



4 y 


orts referred to. With 


example, his 



O 




maintained their homes most bravely through 

«/ kD 

fiery trials of that period so eventful in res 



ic 



as 



g as the civilized world and even to the regions 

o o 


bevond 


W1 


s 


brave patriots recordei 
views indicates that his was a mind characterized h\ 


keen, practic 


sentiments, and ju- 


gnificence 


reasoning powers 


Hence it 


was lie correctly appreciated the actual needs, advan¬ 
tages, perils, and prospects of his surroundings. 

Obtuse indeed must one be who fail; 
something splendid, wonderful in such a 


as he had been bv a dr 

t* 

service in the wilds of 
leaving Ireland, and w 


I 


Virginia V 


to perceive 
man, guided 
his place of 
llev. Before 




•eland, and while frequently praying foi 
vine guidance where to go, he had a dream that 




Vi 1 - 


found ly 

memory. 


him, and it was ever vi\ 



to 





After coming to Amer: 
of immigration up the Vail 
e to Fort Defiance, a local! 


he followed 
of Virginia 





con 



with his dream. He 


it as a place foi 


t 


n 





labored 
e be his 




r a 









t: 





of life and faith like all 



HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 









“the actions of the just, 

Smell sweet and blossom in the dust," 

whom such influences of livin 
were exerted, and from whose 
invincible defenders wont to vanquish foernen 
Pontiac, Logan, and Cornstalk, and famous generals 
from Europe, were mainly of Scotch Irish extraction. 
The best of such blood is very good, but candor de¬ 
mands the admission that the worst is about as bad as 
his Majesty the Prince of the Power of the air would 
have it. These warlike, clannish, iron-handed people 

did not seek Pennsylvania or the Virginia wilderness 

♦ 

to avoid debt or retrieve broken fortunes, as is said of 
the Cavalier English, neither were they in quest of a 
refuge where they might praise God as they pleased, 
yet compel others to do like them, as is often insinuat¬ 
ed of the Pilgrims of Plymouth Rock. The Scottish- 
Virginians came for the most part because there was a 
scination in the roominess and libcrtv that a new 

Moreover there was something at- 


reahn promises 


for 


in the ad- 


dangers 


And they remained the same unyielding characters. 


whether contending: for Christ and II 





among 


Grampian Hills 


or reclaiming 





lanies of the N 


fi 


’Oil! 


Indians, fe 


bea 



venomous reptiles. Unrestrained by re¬ 


deeming grace, these people were of fiery temperament 


r 








-easy, sport loving, gallant, fighting at 
a hat, racing horses, playing at cards, pittin 
arne chickens, indulging in whiskey freely as watei 
swearing with an emphasis and rhetorical jing 
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With their faults, never 
resplendent virtues o 













md when individuals became pious it 

ith them. 

In their religion the Pauline phase had 

lev believed and were sure that 
sin with no degree of allowance and deals 
righteously with unrepentant sinners. 





i 







1 / 




m 




Their 

the Divine sovereignty was such as to imbue them with 
that unrelenting persistence under difficulties that so 
eminently prepared them for the part they were led bv 
Providential guidance to perform, in subduin 
pathless wilderness and forming new states. 

In regard to the Scottish Virginia women, be it ever 
remembered in their praise that they were more than 
equal to their arduous duties in those eventful times. 
Society was enriched and adorned by the presence of 
wives, mothers, and sisters whose characters were re¬ 


lined by 


of 


and whose piety 


developed and invigorated by 







The mothers were keepers at home, teaching the child¬ 
ren and servants the catechism, and attending church 
once a month, more or less as opportunities presentee 
These robust, home.loving, sweet-souled ladies 
no books, recited no poems nor read essays, yet 
none the less fitted to do their all-important 
placing deep and firmly the foundations of 
tions civil and religious that are the preciou 
of their descendants. 

One of the last ladies left of the pioneer days in 











u 



Countv, was Mrs Margaret 



near 
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when the Ya 



quite recently, there wer 
istened to her graphic 
liveliest impression of 
of Virginia was a frontier settlement 









Where now may be seen the beautiful farms and 
stautial houses, her active memory recalled the lo 
cabins, the linsey*-wolsey, the short gowns, the huntin 
shirts, the moccasins, the pack horses, the simple liv 
ing, the shoes and stockings for winter and uncommon 
occasions, the deer and the rifle, the fields of flax and 
the spinning wheel, the wool and the looms; and with 
them the strict attention to religious concerns, the cate¬ 
chising of children, the regular going to church, the 
reading of the Bible, and keeping Sabbath from the 
beginning to the end of the day; the singing of hymns 
and sacred songs, all blended, presented a beautiful 
picture of enterprise; economy, and religion in laying 
the foundations of societv. 


The compiler of these Pocahontas Sketches well re¬ 
member seeing and hearing of parties in his younger 
days, of Scotch-1 rish lineage and members of churches 
reared by their pioneer ancestors, who brought their 
love affairs to a happy understanding by the means of 
the hymn book or the Bible. One morning before ser¬ 
vices began in one of the oldest of the Valley churches 
a youthful, enamored member politely handed his 
hymn book to a lady friend in the pew just before him, 





pin stuck in the stanza he wished her to 

these significant words: 
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My life and death attend, 

Thy presence through my journey shine 

And crown my journey's end." 

The young lady in place of blushing and whispering 
“Oh this is so sudden," took another plan, for she 
seemed to know at once of a hymn that would meet 
the emergency in kind and enable her to give as good 
as he had sent. Returning the book with the selfsame 
pin for a pointer, he read therein as follows: 

“All that I am and all I have 

Shall be forever thine. 

Whatever my duty bids me give 
My willing hands resign." 


The reader is left to figure out what it all came to in 
the lives of these young people. 

Another party, of similar lineage and training, set¬ 
tled matters one afternoon after returning from public 
worship in another ancient church. They were left in 


the 


& i 


company room"’ all alone, and thereupon 





young man disclosed the paramount desire of his heart. 
This made the young lady look and feel somewhat em¬ 
barrassed. But she arose and approached the centre 

j on which was placed the “Big Ha' Bible" in its 
place of honor. She looked up the 37th Psalm 

to her lover friend invited him 
as she pointed them out. 

and as her hand passed slow 
read what to them both ever 
verses: 






ver 










vei 




were mem 


or 
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From all that remains of the former presence of the 
Indians in our region, they never occupied it as a place 

permanent habitation,* but for temporary re- 




Spring, Summer, and 


Autumn 



occupancy 


The 

such to 


fact 


At 


Lick. Marl inton 


and 


Old Field Fork of Elk are found 


most that 


now remains indicating Indian temporary occupancy. 

The most interesting trace of the kind in question is 
found in a meadow near Gibson's on the Old Field 
Fork of Elk River, twelve miles from Marlinton. This 
meadow was cleared about forty years ago by William 
Gibson, and takes the place of one of the thickest 
patches of laurel and alder brush that the late William 
Gibson says he ever worked at in all his life. After 
it was cleared and put in meadow, a circle appeared 
about 132 feet in diameter, formed of a strange grass 

, or has not been seen, anywhere else, 
on saw similar grass in Indiana. 

is formed of two figures representing 
in the act of mutually swallowing each othei 








Th 






One figure 




—the yellow rattler—symbolizes light, 
rattler typifies darkness; both combined represent 
succession night and day, and illustrates the 
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Time, tlmt mysterious something that give 
life, having the power of life and 

Here the hunters would assemble to in\ 
of this mighty, mysterious deity, upon whom 

ed pursuit of game, so 

nee and of their squaws and papooses 
Or if about to go on the war path, the brave 
rally here as a rendezvous, and with their 
bloody rites and ceremonial dances performed within 

or around this circle would seek to placate the same 
mysterious power for success over their enemies in the 
pending battles. 

The contrast of the aims and purposes of the Indians 
and the pioneers is instructive and deserves more than 
a passing notice. With Otto was and more particularly 
the Shawnees, mere subsistence in the easiest way was 
the paramount question at issue, and for such a purpose 
no region surpassed this for their uses. 

With the pioneers, homes were what they wanted, 
where fathers and sons could be settled in communi¬ 
ties. Along with subsistence they desired social com¬ 
forts, and advantages of intelligent Christian wors 
and securing these their hopes and aspirations seemed 
realized. For their cherished hopes and aims our re¬ 
gion was equal to most and surpassed by none under 

* 

the sun. At the present day among their descendants 
making of money and the enjoyment 
T secures is the paramount issue, 
cialism, in a more or less modified sense 
of the new T order of affairs with the 













© 





reu of the pioneers 
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or our region is equal 
none for all the elements of commei 
orests and mines, in the streams 



oil w 





Before concluding the first section of the 
of Pocahontas County; I would like to have the atten¬ 
tion of our younger people and secure their sympathet¬ 
ic interest. It is my fervent desire and pleasing hope 
they will give these sketches of their native county 
close and studious attention, as it was and is for their 

benefit these pages are sincerely intended and 
in a sense dedicated. In the good Providence of God, 
as I firmly believe, my beloved readers, I have been 
permitted to occupy sweetly responsible relation to you. 
I deem it one of the highest honors ever conferred up¬ 
on me to have the privilege of serving you with my 
own best thoughts, and the thoughts of others consent¬ 
ing to lend the aid I so much need to make these pages 

that I would have them be. 

■ 

While for good and sufficient reasons my own con¬ 
tributions may not be marked by their depth of thought 
or logical or rhetorical power, still I know what con¬ 
duces to earnest and useful thought when I read and 
study 
times, 












writings of the foremost thinkers of the 
•ein great all important matters are consul- 
intend for my readers the best results 
om such sources. I do this believin 
oung West Virginians who may honor 

leir attention are equal to any 










that 


have been capable of apprehending, 
children so termed are worthy of something better 








mere child's play in their read in 
The way to improve is to fix the 

or example and try to bo con 
not conform the model to the actual 

To write and talk in a childish w 










* 

















, amounts to nothing more than 
childish, and leaving those to be 
where they were at first. 

So far as my influence is permitted to reach the read¬ 
ers of these pages, I am going to write and have been 
writing indeed as if I were writing for devoted, sincere 
Christians, deep and earnest thinkers and highly 
vated persons, for these are just the persons I wish 
reading young people to be, and which they must 
in fact to stand worthily in the solemn position to 
which they are likely to be called. There is no doubt 
in my mind, and it is a conviction that I have permit- 

a 

ted myself with much hesitancy indeed, that our young 
people will be called to meet and decide the most mo¬ 
mentous questions that have claimed the attention of 
men since the Reformation. 

I am informed from highly trustworthy sources that 
no people more successfclly withstood the upas-like 
overshadowing of the Moslem power than the Hellen¬ 


ists. 


The reason given is that the highest 




lowest, the youngest and the oldest, vie in the vener 
tion they show for ancestral examples. Their 








romances, their traditions, their 
poems keep the glorious exploits 
ever fresh in their memories, and every 

die worthv of such illustrious 










lr ance 


w 
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have something better to emulate than 
young Greek cherishes the memory of Solon 





1 







Theinistocles, Demosthenes, Socrates, Plato, and othei 

surpassing lustre, but for real merit am 
oodness what are such names in comparison 

every young West Virginian may revere 
and emulate;—Washington, Henry, John Craig, 










The future of our great country will soon pass into 
the keeping of these very young people, for whose ben¬ 
efit these sketches are sincerelv intended. Hence it is 

the genuine wish of all right feeling people that our 
sons and daughters may be such as one of God’s holi¬ 
est men of old prayed for: 

“Rid me and free me from the hand of aliens whose 
mouth speak fraud, and whose right hand is a right 
hand of falsehood. So that our sons may be plants 
grown large in their youth; our daughters as corner 
stones, polished for the building of the temple.” 


0 




A GEOLOGICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL, AND 

CLIMATOLOGICAL OUTLINE. 


Section II. 

Our courteous readers are earnestly entreated to 
in mind a clear perception of this fact, that the world- 
renowned region whose history we are endeavoring to 
illustrate in some measure, reaches from the Ohio Val- 
ley to the Blue Ridge; from the Potomac to the head 
streams of New River and the Kentucky border. 

Intellectual or scientific culture has been so highly 
developed in our times that for a writer to be up to 
date in writing up a region like ours, some facts per¬ 
taining to its geography, climate, soil, and geology are 
expected. Geography is a description of the surface 
as it appears at the present time, while geology takes 
into account not merely the present surface features 
but changes that may have affected the surface in the 
past, with whatever as far as may be known or under¬ 
stood lies beneath the surface. 

Like geography, the climate deals mainly with pres¬ 
ent conditions, but geology opens up glimpses of clim¬ 
ate that prevailed ages since. As to soil, when prop¬ 
erly studied it will be found needful to know and ap- 
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ply the 


< 




# 



geography, geology, and climatol 


claims attention, being older than 




ent ereoirraphv or climate. 
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Geolo 




with the opinion, for which reasons 



may be deduced, or given from known phenomena that 
there was a time the heat of the earth was so intense 
that all substances beneath or upon its surface were in 
a molten state of fluidity, and whirled through illimit¬ 
able space an incandescent, white-hot globe, composed 
of all the minerals. Its component elements,—iron, 
gold, silver, rock, all else whatsoever,—were molten, 
and consequently the earth was larger than now, and 
nights and days were of greater length. After the 
>assage of measureless cycles, the surface cooled form¬ 
ing a crust on the still hot globe that had been spark¬ 
ling and scintillating, and then was the first appear¬ 
ance of “rock, as the word is now understood. 

At this first cooling the surface may have been 
rough, but there were no mountains of any marked al¬ 
titude, for the crust was not strong enough to hold uj 
any mountains such as now exist. All underneath still 
remained melted, and probably for unnumbered years 
after the crust began to form there was no rain, though 

le air was fuller of moisture than now. The rockv 

@ 

ust continued so hot that a drop of rain would be in 


> 





stantly changed to steam. But in the course of time 
ic crust became cooler and showers began to form am 
. In respect to this period of our earth’s history 
we have no amide but inferences from the 






G 







in part by well known 
to describe our world at 













pli cable 























> r 
? 1 



1 






philosophically con 
descriptions would be 
of the earth as another. 

, no eye but God’s ever saw 
one square mile of the 
candescent globe in the form it con 
melted condition. As the ages rolled 

cooling earth were broken up by 
winds, and frosts, and buried other parts wit 
mcntary sand thus formed. 

There is convincing evidence to the effect 
now the cooling process has not proceeded very 
the surface has only attained a partial degree of coo 
ness, wdiile the interior mass is hotter than the most in¬ 
tense furnace heat. Large areas of the earth's surface 
have been ffaected by stupendous upheavals and de¬ 
pressions, and these are believed to be owing to the 
settling down of the solid rock crust in one place and 
the corresponding uplift in another. There is ample 
reason for thinking that at a distance of twenty miles 
or less beneath the surface the temperature would be 
that of molten iron. There is equally good reason for 
believing that twenty or thirty miles from the surface 
of the earth into space, on a line from the ear 
tre, a temperature would be reached that the warme 
ay in those altitudes the thermometer w r ould reeri 





*/ 



a hundred or more degrees below zero. 

This should impress us to notice how r narrow ar 




i 


limitations of all human life. 


Above 






pear 


unny regions, the measureless 







neath is the fire that feeds on solid 
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information to the e 
, West Virginia, the tempo 
10 degrees; and a descent o 
the temperature sixty degrees, 
ittsburg a well five thousand feet in 



temperature of 120 degrees. In Ger 



S 






5740 feet deep, which gives a tempera- 
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roes 


From all this it appears that only 



outer crust of the earth is cool, and the interior 



characterized by intense heat. * 

«L/ 

Upon the crust of the earth becoming sufficiently 
cool, rains would wash down the higher portions, the 

and sediment thus gathered would be spread over 
the lower places. This sediment becoming hardened 
composed the first layers or strata of rock. Some of 
the oldest layers were very thick at the sea bottoms, 
and when heated from internal warmth were melted, 
the stratified feature disappeared, and then they were 
called “amorphic" or formless rocks. By some gran- 

regarded as a rock of this kind. 

The earth in the process of cooling, shrank in pro¬ 
portion, and the surface became shriveled and wrinkled 

folds 

were mountains, with the seas occupying the depresse< 

About that period the first springs, streamlets 

reared, feeling and threading their way 



in folds, large and small. The largest of such 











ic 





jest channel could be found, 
ould still rain and be frostv too, 

a# * 
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on the bottoms, and so the accumulation 

some diversity of rate at times, from 

1 

esent time 1901. 
omes so near being all, that we 
i region were formed in the depl 
ormed of sand, mud, and gravel, or ot s 
nixtute of all, the ingredients of wdiich were g 



on 









i 






or 






gether w ? ith silica, iron, lime, or other minei 

stances held in solution. These rocks* when r 






t 





upheaval from the water formed the dry 
have been fashioned into valleys, ridges, gorges 
the various indentations of surface seen almost every- 

«y 

where within the limits of West Virginia. 

These primeval rocks are occasionally visible as 
4 *bed rock 1 ' in streams, and alluvial bottoms, and 
sometimes forming cliffs and tops of peaks and barren 
mountains, “bald knobs,’' and the like. 


B u t 


in our 



region the underlying rocks for the most part are hid¬ 
den by soil. At the deepest, however, this soil is only 
a few r feet thick, and were it all cleared away there 
would be visible everywhere a svstem of ledges 

*' «/ cJ 

bowlders, conformable to every height and depression 
now making up the salient features of the surface; the 

thickness of these rocks in the aggregate about four 
miles. To the scientific mind this fact satisfies him, 
and he feels sure, until there is positive evidence 
contrary, that sand and shells four 






ic past were spread out over the bottom 
and these deposits after being hardened 
interior heat, were upheaved, and 






§ 





arrang 




cut into the valleys and rugged inequalities so apparent 
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or muc 






Aero 


and 


our day and generation, 
remembered too that this stupendous i 

done at one time, for this re 
been several times under and 
where the coal measures are found, 
it time after time has the coast line moved back 









this being shown by the rocks themselves. 
The expert geologist is able to decide from the fossil 

plants in a stratum the period of the earth's 
geological history when that layer was formed, and he 




can, moreover, determine, the oldest and the newest in 
a series of strata. And yet the fossil shells and plants 
may not be all at his command, for the position of the 

layers to one another is often a sure indication of the 

«/ 

oldest and the newest, for the sedimentary sands hav¬ 
ing been deposited in layers one above another, it may 
be inferred those on top are not so old as the lower, 

unless it be in instances not usual or common in our 

» 

region, where strata have been folded so much as to 
ave been broken and turned over. In such an event, 
older rocks may be found above the newer. 
Unmeasured though the creative ages be, as record- 

the mountains and cliffs of our goodly land, still 







most ancient of our 


visible ledges 


are young com 


par 


at 









ne 


the ledges of other localities in the work 

e, or even <Jf contiguous provinces. The Laur- 

Canada, more than five miles in 

ours bv the slow accumulation o 

€/ 

that series of rock formations w 









r partly worn away, ere 







handful of sand, or the first shell of which 


ai i v 

I- 
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to us by our rocks, had been placed 
the Cambrian Sea, under which We 
ginia was submerged. 

Here thoughts arise that stagger our 

oftiest imagination. Because of the inconceiv 

ages required for depositing shell and sand four 
deep astounds the mind, what is to be thou 
vaster lapse of ages, pointing back to the cycles 
young world, all of which was passed, and left 
impress in stone, before the corner stones of our 
ginia mountains were placed by the architect o 
universe. And wdiat is more, this does not certainh 

/ inn j 









i 



le 



bring us to the beginning as yet, for no expert geolo 
gist knows it for a fact that the Lourentian rocks are 
oldest of the layers, and if they should be, still back 
of them opens that nebulous era, penetrated only by 
astronomical light, during which the unstratified rocks 
were in process of formation, from whose pulverized 
and disintegrated material all subsequent 
have been built up. 

The geological eras of special use for our present 
purpose are the Laurentian, 
vonian, and Carboniferous. 

But meagre traces of the Laurentian perioc 
ble in our State. So with us the Cambrian era 
tually the oldest, and our local interest in 
tudies begin with it. 

In the Cambrian era, there w T as a mass o 
west of us, including what is now Ohio, 
nois and beyond. On the east of us was 
continent of land, reaching from Maine to 



•ian, Silurian 


1 





# 




















% 




HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 




comprising what is now the Atlantic coastal plain, 



d an indfinite 


much of 


i 







n 









is now the basin of the Atlantic Ocean, 
two bodies of land in the Cambrian era 
narrow sea from the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
The trend or line of the eastern coast of 

sea is believed to have been what is now 
the general direction of the Blue Ridge range, and so 
West Virginia was at the bottom of that sea. This 

ours seems to have survived the Cambrian age, 




sea 



the Silurian, the Devonian, and the Carboniferous. 

During the Cambrian age, sand washed from the 

and forming the eastern coast, spread over the bottom 

of the sea and formed the lowest or oldest laver of rock 

«/ 

found anywhere in West Virginia in anything like*, 
abundance. On this rock the West Virginia hills are 
built or founded. This Cambrian sandstone is so deep¬ 
ly covered as to be seen only in places where it is ex¬ 
posed by the folding of strata, or where rivers have 

eroded very deeply. For the most part the Cambrian 
rock is buried thousands of feet under subsequent for¬ 
mations. During the Silurian era the Cambrian sea 
seems to have commenced receding, and the washings 
of the uplands, it is probable, began to accumulate on 

ains and widening valleys as a deep fertile 
soil. In the meanwhile too, over a large part of West 

Virginia t 









still under the sea, thick beds 
were formed of shells, mixed more or 




‘SS 




wit 




hell fi 
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and died in the waters of 

ing the Silurian period, and whe 
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: to the bottom. A consideration o 
>lains the diverse origin of sandstone { 
Limestone is the product of the sea, 
of material washed from the land into 













1 






swollen streams. During the period 
close of the Cambrian and the beginnin 
•ian eras, the limestone deposits formed 
three to four thousand feet in thickness. 












Afterwards who 
separated from the 
al in what is now t 


part of the Cambrian sea 
of St Lawrence bv an uoh 



New York 


Devonian 


age was ushered in, ‘which was a wonderful rock build 
er in the north. In Pennsvlvania the Devonian r 





were nine thousand feet thick; in parts of West Vir¬ 
ginia seven thousand feet; in southern Tennessee twen¬ 
ty-five feet; and the Devonian rocks disappeared in 
Alabama. 

The sediments forming the Devonian rocks were fine 
grained, and formed shales, medium sandstones, 
some limestone occasionallv. When the tedious, wear- 

t/ ' 7 

isome Devonian era came to a close, it was succeeded 
by the Carboniferous geological age. 



It was during the Carboniferous period occrn 



the 


longest summer that has ever been, when over the 

% 

northern hemisphere there was no winter, 
was a season of vegetation and 








1*0 w 

never occurred on earth previously, or 

It 













rni* 




* again, in all probability, 
nomenal summer that our coal 

"arboniferous era the deposits ranged 
thousand to eight thousand feet in thickness in 






m 
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up and redi 







ear 






st Virginia. Moreover there is 
was during this period a breaking 
of a vast gravel bar that had been 
the reach of the waves far since 
This aggregation was composed of qiu 
izes varying from a grain of sand to that 
all worn and polished as if rolled anc 
in turbulent mountain streams or by the waves 
beach for centuries. Bv some means or other 

«s 

these pebbles were spread in layers in the depth of the 
sea, thousands feet thick,. and were cemented together 
forming coarse, hard rocks, and known as “conglom- 






on 




1 *5 


“pudding-stone,” “bean-rock,” and 


i 4 , 


mill¬ 


stone grit.” 

A heavy stratum of those stones forms the floor of 
the coal formations. It is the opinion of some geolo¬ 
gists that the pebbles represent the most indestructible 
remnants of mountains once abounding in quartz veins, 
but were washed away before the middle or the carbon- 



tous era 



The hard quartz resisted the grinding process that 
rized the other rocks and remained as pebbles in 

beds or bars until some great upheaval or depression 

them into the sea and spread them out in layers. 
Their quantity was simply wonderful, for rocks com- 

thein cover to a considerable depth thousands 




were 










uishing product of the Carboniferous 
ormations that were placed w 

undergoing the convulsions 
West Virginia to emerge 
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is of sea and become the 


i i 
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appeal 

T 


It was a fearful collision 












of the sea was raised up, became dry 
again submerged in the deep 
recesses of the Cambrian Sea. 

A mighty effort was apparently made by 
repel the waters that had so long maintained 
premacv. The contest was of vast proportions 
long continued, during which first the land then 
waves had the advantage. 








le 


Backward and forward for hundreds of miles would 


the Cambrian Sea alternately rise and 



The 




struggle was prolonged for myriads of years but finally 
the land prevailed and the Cambrian billowy 
ant in the strife retreated to the west and south as far 
as the Mexican Gulf. 

V ictorious West Virginia became dry land and has 
thus remained to this hour, so well has she maintained 
her position. 

While these changes from sea to land and from 
to sea were going on during a part of the Carboniferous 
age the coal fields were being formed, Unlike 

rock formations, coal beds are made above the w 
or at its immediate surface. These 
ormed of the trees and plants of var 
grew so excessively luxuriantly durin 
summer time of 
vailing over the 
Devonian period 










he ages mentioned 
northern half of our 







m 


m 



Ever 





coal mine represents some morass 
terein plants and trees of fabulous 
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or ages 


The areas in w 



1 





were m 



ocess of formation were probably 




















y submerged for some thousands 
ing the submergency sand and mud 
and hardened into stone. And when 
deposit would be uplifted materials for 
deposit would accumulate, 
ternation of coal and rocks means an alternate 
al and submergence of the land, the coal being 
on land, the rocks in the water. This alter- 
occurred during the period when the Cambrian 
Sea, successively advanced or receded across West 

irginia wdiile the Carboniferous era was slowlv near- 

<. 1 */ 

ing its eventful termination. 

There were other geologic periods after the Carbon¬ 
iferous, but they need not be specially noticed in a book 
like this, because very limited traces remain of their 

•Ji 

existence in our region. The reason why this should 



be 







) 





case seems to be that after the Carboniferous 
West Virginia land was above the sea and there- 
uo sediment could be deposited to form rocks, and 
lere would be comparatively little for a lasting rec- 

impressed. 

Cambrian age to the Carboniferous, the 
underneath West Virginia becomes thicker and 








From tlie Carboniferous era to the present era, from 



®o 


C3 







Cambrian waters, the layers of rock 



have been modified 


the wearing and 

demental collisions and so the 
ing thinner and thinner. And so the strata have 



tearing of 
kept 


ic 
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•aised by subterranean explosions 
the erosive influences of flowing 
e are places where the Carboniferou 
been worn awav; while there are other 
river gorges have reached the lower of 
rocks. In some other localities the vast silurian 
Lave been penetrated, and in some places the 
tion has deeply reached the Cambrian rocks. 

As to the glacial age, which was the 
the summer age, during which our coals were formec 
but little remains in West Virginia to show that this 
empire of steadfast, inconceivable cold once swayed its 
ice sceptre in our region. There is but little reason to 
doubt, however, that during the glacial era the cold in 
West V irginia was intense, and there may have been 
glaciers among the highlands, but all 
erased, 

Hu Maxwell, a distinguished West Virginia student 
and writer, seems to have a passion for geological 
themes, and thus expresses himself: 


traces well nigh 


“When we look out upon our great valleys, the 
Kanawha, the Potomac, the Monongahela, or contem¬ 
plate our mountains, rugged and near, or robed in dis¬ 
tant blue, rising and rolling, range beyond range, 
peak above peak; cliffs overhanging gorges and ra¬ 
vines; meadows and uplands; glades beyond, with 
brooks and rivers; the landscape fringed with flowers 
and clothed with forests; we are too apt to pause be¬ 
fore fancy has time to call up that strange and wonder¬ 
ful panorama of distant ages when the waves of a vast 
sea swept over all, or when onlv broken and angular 

jL 1 tJ O 
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rocks thrust their shoulders through the foam of the 
ocean as it broke against the nearly submerged ledges 
where since have risen the highest peaks of the Alle- 
ghanies and the Blue Ridge. 

4 TIere where we now live have been strange scenes. 
Here have been beauty, awfulness, and sublimity, and 
also destruction. There was a long age witlt no win¬ 
ter. Gigantic ferns and rare palms, enormous in size 
and delicate leaves and tendrils, flourished over wide 
areas and vanished. And there was a time when for 
ages there was no summer. But we know of this from 
records elsewhere, for its record in West Virginia has 
been blotted out. Landscapes have disappeared. Fer¬ 
tile valleys and undulating hills with soil deep and 
fruitful have been washed away, leaving only a rocky 
skeleton; and in many places even this has been ground 
to powder and carried away, or buried under sands and 
drift from other regions.” 


This is about the most about geological themes we 
have room for in these pages. 

Let it be noticed however, before the subject is dis¬ 
missed, that what has been written about the geological 
history of our home region may grate somewhat strange¬ 
ly and even harshly on the minds of some of our more 
«./ «/ 

devout, Bible loving readers. Unless these readers be 
superior in mental balance to a great many eminent 
writers of the remote as well as the recent past, of Bib- 

s 

lical interpretation, these readers will feel that such 
geological views jeopardize the integrity and even the 
truth of Bible teachings, in the estimation of all per¬ 
sons who may incline to believe geological history of 
the creation as the writer does. 
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ession “In the beginnin 




capable of two interpretations, 
ginning" in the absolute sense, 




God ere 


might mean 


*e all worlds w 


* * • 


s 


4 4 



w 





§i 


1 


the “unbeginning beginnin 



1 







rmed it. This is the “beginning" of 
seems to be speaking in Proverbs 









that beginning was everlasting. 

Then there is another explanation which gives 





phrase “in the beginning" a relative significance, 
this sense it would mean the beginning of time, when 
the creation of matter began, when the heavens and 
the earth were brought into existence in their first 
form, and thus it marks the initial time period of 


tory. 


But the “unbeginning beginning" refers to 



mysterious beginning mentioned in the first verse of 
John’s gospel, when the “word was toward God, and 
the word was God." The “beginning beginng" marks 
a period when God made a beginning in his 


govern¬ 


mental relations with the universe, and it is the “be¬ 
ginning" referred to in Genesis; first' chapter and first 
verse. 

It should soothe all anxious fears about Bible truth 
being dimmed bv geological facts to remember that the 
Historic Bible only dates its events from the “genesis" 
of all things, and its reconstruction from confusion 
emptiness when the Spirit of God brooded upon 
waters. Bible history passes from creation in 
ginning beginning" clear across inconceiv* 
cles of changes to the period of 
completion by one single leap. Bible 

that in the beginning God ere 
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and the ear 






in 










ien the whole of the 
iods intervening down to 
e passed over in silence. 










% 









arrived 



m 


man to appear, then it was God 






out of chaotic confusion. 


And 












istory, written by Moses 4 ‘the man o 
professional critics to the contrary, 



% * 




Our worthy readers will please fix this idea in their 
memories, that there are three initial points to be ob¬ 
served: first the “unbeginning beginning" of John's 
Gospel, 1st verse; second, the beginning made by God 
in the creation of the matter of the universe, the heav¬ 
ens and the earth; third, the beginning of the present 
order of things, with man at the head, as made known 
to us by Moses. Then moreover the reader will please 
observe that we not only have history in the Bible but 

A 

prophecy also. 

The historic Bible reveals what we ought to know of 
the world before the creation of man, while the proph¬ 
etic Bible reveals what is best for us to know of the 
hidden future of this present creation, and what is to 
come after the present creation shall have fulfilled its 
purpose and shall have passed away. Consequently 
this truly wonderful Book of all books tells of a palin¬ 
genesis—a rcgenesis—of the heavens and the earth—a 
new heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right¬ 


eousness 


In Mathew (19, 29) our Lord speaks of the 




$ 



enesi 






* new order of things to be set in motion 
in the universe. 
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% 


etells the heat and 



% 


e 









o 


emerge in “the day of God. 
John with his eagle vision beheld 
le unbounded and endless life, 
le age yet to come. (Rev. 21, 








S 















m 


One of the Wesleys speaks of the Bible 

Only 







ner: “The Bible is here as a fact. 

to get here, written by bad men or good men, 
the inspiration of God. Bad men would not wi 

good men would not palm off a fraud; and so it 
have been written by holy men as they were movet 

the Holy Ghost/' 





m 




Unless the reader be superior in mental balance to a 
large number of eminent writers on Biblical interpreta¬ 
tion, in the more remote as well as the quite recent 
past, these readers will feel that such geological views 
jeopardize the influences of Bible teachings on the 
minds of all who may be inclined to adopt them as 
true. Now let it be remembered that the phrase “in 
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" 
is susceptible of two interpretations, which have been 
mentioned elsewhere. Thus viewed, the historic Bible 
with its “genesis" of the heavens and the earth, leads 
us to the period when God pronounced the results of 
His creative ages to be very good. 

At this juncture; strangely and mysteriously a some¬ 
thing occurred of which Milton speaks: 


“Earth felt the wound, 

And sighing throughout her mighty frame 
Gave signs of woe, that all was lost." 
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the 



i 


1 

T 



1 * 







ophetic Bible deals mainly with 
s and dealings with man. k ‘ 



3 



1 








le heavens are the Lord's, 

iven to the children of men." 










e opens with these words: 


4 : 








said unto the serpent. Because thou 


i 



done 



$ 




ion art cursed above all cattle, and 
ery beast of the rield; upon thy belly shalt thou go 
and dust shalt thou eat all the davs of thv life. 








enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 

«/ 1 

iv seed and her seed; it shall bruise thv head 
«/ •/ 

and thou shalt bruise his heel." 

Now with its palingenesis and redemptive ages, the 
prophetic Bible leads us to and leaves us at the place 

where the “seed of the woman," whose testimony is 

7 •' 

he spirit of prophecy, proclaims: “Surely I come 


4 - 

l 


quickly. Ainen." To this the loved disciple responds 
“Even so come. Lord Jesus." As the seal is stamped 
and the prophetic Bible closes up, the unending ending 
is ushered in. 

The devout Bible reader realizes that though eve 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the intellect of man to conceive of the things God 

hath 










*cd for those who love him,, yet the spirit of 
in the prophetic Bible has afforded such 
and premonitions that the now unseeable, un- 

unthinkable prepared things are virtually 






1 




To those receiving what is written with im 

Bible imparts a hopeful assurance 
and full of glory, as well as a 





i* 
• & 







understanding. Beloved reach 


ii® 












s as well as mine to taste 








>hetic Bible is good, as well as the 



• 14 * 



the pr 


o 



Let every kindred, every tr 

C- 7 

On this terrestrial ball. 
To Him all majesty ascribe 

And crown Him Lord of 




Oh that with yonder sacred throng 

We at His feet mav fall: 

1 / / 

WeTl join the everlasting throng 
And crown Him Lord of All ! 



eo- 



By Him all things consist, and without Him wa; 
anything made that was made. 

Passing on from this brief consideration of the 
logical history of our region, something will now 
said of the geographical features for which West Vir¬ 
ginia is so widely and justly celebrated. 

In forming and modifying the surface features of 
our state two movements have been at work, one ver 
tical, the other horizontal. The vertical movement 
elevated extensive areas and formed plateaus in 
mountains; the horizontal movement folded and dou- 
bled up the strata of rocks, and these foldings, when 


sufficiently large, are the mountain ranges, and in our 
region both of these movements have 



the 


same area. 


u 





so lev 


By a sweep of the imagination let 
West Virginia mountains as 
orm a plain surface. Such a surface 

eon Id show that West Virginia has a dome 
ace gradually rising from three or more 











ui 


* 
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iis Imagined surface form, without the mountains, is 

by vertical uj)heavals, that 


what has 







e occurred since the Carboniferous age, unmodifie( 

movement. This dome-shaped form 






Til 



gre 



§ 







swelling of the surface, coming 
rblending sources of the Potomac, 



> 




§ 
C 


1st 


Monongahela, Cheat, Elk, James, and Greenbrier riv¬ 
ers, for the highest point of the surface must needs be 
indicated by the varied courses of the rivers, thus show¬ 
ing that the surface through which they How slopes in 
various directions. 

Now from this imagined surface, with the mountains 


all brought low. it annears nianifi 


with 


out mountain ranges, parts of West Virginia would hi 


high, and this be 


becomes interest¬ 


ing to inquire how our mountain ranges were formed, 
and why nearly all the highest summits can be group¬ 
ed in a few counties. 

The layers of rock were pushed horizontally bv two 

i « • 

ces, one from the northwest, the other from the 
southeast. Rains and streams have been disintegrat- 



him 



to 





tii 





carving these mountains so formed by these push- 
and foldings, somewhat modifying their original 
, but leaving their main characteristics. The 
leaval was vertical, and from it the surface < 
inia assumed the dome-like contour, as has 







been imag 

ce 




us a little while ago. 


The 


IK'.' 










by a horizontal pressure folded the 



CTS 


n 






formed the dome-like surface, and thus 



mountain ranges 


Now 




VT 



I'l 



in mind that these mount 










# ^ 
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in crossing the original surface 



the 



vertical 




*1 H^<E 






WllY 





genen 



, ran up one slope, across the summit 

m the opposite slope, it is readily 
icre should be so many of t 

i 

in an area so limited. Measiu 

level of the country where they stand 








West Virginia mountains are from one tliousi 
thousand feet in altitude. 

The general level itself, however, at 
part is about three thousand feet above sea level and 



highest 



it 



'i 




thus it is a mountain one thousand feet high w 
stands on a base three times as high will towei 
thousand feet above the sea, and so it follows that 
highest peaks in our state are found where the ranges 
cross the most elevated parts of the plateau or general 
level. Hence we perceive the reason why the high¬ 
est peaks cluster about the head springs of the Green¬ 
brier, Monongahela and Potomac Rivers. 

The most elevated point in our State is Spruce moun¬ 
tain in Pendleton County, which stands 4,860 feet 
•above the sea. 

The low r est point is found in the Potomac Channel at 


Harper's Ferry, 260 feet above sea level. The differ 


once between Spruce Mountain and Harpers Ferry is 
4,600 feet, which difference indicates the vertical range. 


The 


general level of Pocahontas County is about 


8000 feet above the sea. Where it enters Pocahontas 
the bed of the Greenbrier is 3800 feet above the sea. 


w 



is 300 feet lower than the point w 
Fork of Cheat River leaves Pocahontas. 








®L1 


s 


Among the peaks grouped about the riv 
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t 






g are in our own county: 

O «• 



T 







ace Knob, 4700; Spruce Knob 


% 



Bear 




; Elleber Ridge, 4000; Watering 





fully assured wlietlier the 


v e r 





v 



w 




till 





agreed 


compression that elevated the mountains has 

, or not. On one point, however they seem 
, and that is the work of tearing down is not at 
To persons versed in scientific researches and 
observations it seems very certain that mountains, hills, 

tj 1 

cliffs, uplands, even the valleys and the whole system 

must ultimately pass away and their 


est. 


'ing rock must ultimately pi 
be spread over the basin of 




frosts 


of 


some sea. Iiains 

sen chemical pro* 
tegration. What 
seems to the eve everlasting rock will become sand, 
which will go out with the currents and channels of our 
rivers until the streams themselves no longer have cue 
cents, lost in some all prevailing sea. 

As to 
and 

W est 




climatology of our region, observations 

d comparisons show a greater diversity in 
irginia than in almost any other section of the 






We 







ites of like limits. 

the Alleghanies the climate differs material- 

of the range, while in the elevated re- 




m 








ast and west the phases of climate 


» #i i* 



1 












The dome-like topographic 
of the State's surface is largely re 

v_* 

climatic diversity in an area 


s< 


limit 



m 




result the vertical range is ovo 


§ 
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which places a portion o 
westerly currents of air, am 
the eastern winds, while still othei 


to in 





t 


are 




as 


to be exposed to every w 







TfJk 



As a rule the sections east of the 
warmer and dryer climate. In the mountain 




c 


§ 



38 the summers are rarely very hot if ever 

* ( t/ 


© 


1 





i>ear the hig 




the winters are usually very cold. 

•' t f 

Alleghanies the thermometer some times- falls 30 
grees below zero, while the highest temperature in sum¬ 
mer is seldom above 00 degrees. 

There are traditional reports of a snow in 1780 in 
the northwest part of the State that was more than three 





on the level. In 1831 at an elevation of 
feet there was a three foot snow between the mountains 
and the Ohio River. In 1850 at an elevation of 1 
feet there was a forty-two inch snow along the mount¬ 
ains and valleys west of the Alleghanies. Indications 

of snows six or eight feet deep have been seen near the 

♦ 

of high mountains, where stumps of trees 
have been seen eight or more feet high, cut for browse 
or fuel while the snow was encrusted. In the same re¬ 



gion west of the mountains on May 

n 


T n i w> rc l ° foui 


o, 1854, a 


inch snow 


fell. 


In 1854 the summer west o 



mountains was almost rainless. 

The drvest summer spoken of in Pocahontas 1 

Swamp deposits became so dry as to bm 







punk 


1 



when ignited would smoulder 









larcoal pits. June 5, 1859 frost killed 
every green thing in the interior and northern 



@ 








the Little Levels corn wit 



nil* or more 
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dados was fro 



at that time. Some o 


1 











•sons 



ipping 


the frosted blades 


9 




1 



As to i 






the annual average for the whole State 
snow is about 47 inches. West of the 


mo 



ains the precipitation is greater than it is in 


e 





on the western side of these mountains near 

7 

3 crests is the greater precipitation. 

There are two directions whence the rains and snows 

4 

s region usually come—the east or the west-south 
vest, while partial or local storms may arrive from any 

4 

)oint of the compass. In the main, eastern storms are 
limited to the region east of the Alleghanies since the 
clouds that bring the rains come from the Atlantic 

Ocean. The two systems of rains that characterize 

* 

West Virginia climatology have for their dividing line 
the uplands following the summits of the Appalachian 
Range from Canada well nigh to the Gulf of Mexico. 
The clouds from the Atlantic move up and over the 
gentle slope from the coast line of the Atlantic to the 







u* 




pi 





r 


, precipitating rain or snow as they float 
3 air currents. Upon reaching the abrupt east- 
ce of the Alleghanies, exhausting their force of 
sion, and giving out what remains of their moist- 
v ever cross to the west side. ' From this it 





ippeai 




Blue Ridge is not sufficient to 


repe 




n* 






r 


interfere with the transition of the clouds over 

summits, while the Alleghanies are 




ners 



eastern storms especially. Sometimes 



sre are terriffic rainstorms about midwav to the sum- 


«/ 





j clouds strike and break upon 





nursed 


i 
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sides, while at the summit little or no rain 

such an occasion that persons now 










in on 


% 






county looked down upon from Paddy's Knob, one o 

e Alleghany peaks on the northi 
Pocahontas county. During this terr 
saw lightning flash and play, heard the 





£ 

C 


md reverberate beneath them. It has been observed 
too that clouds crossing high mountains rarely precipi¬ 
tate much rain on the leeward side of the propelling 

* 

currents of air. 

Let this study of climatology be closed by an inquiry 
where originate the rains and whence do they come to 
western part of our State. These rains do not come 
from the Atlantic for the Alleghanies are in the way of 
the clouds, and and winds that bring rain to the wes¬ 
tern section blow towards, not from the Atlantic and 
repels the clouds from that source of rain supply. It is 
moreover a well ascertained fact that scarcely an appre¬ 
ciable portion of the rainfall over the world at large is 
ever taken up from the land. Though it may be true 
that it matters not where rain or snow is known to fall 
it is from vapor drawn up by the sun chiefly from lakes 
seas and oceans. In settling the question 



to the 


rain and snow supply for the western slope of our moun¬ 
tain State, which irrigates the lands to the 




indefinitely the regions beyond, the 
method in reach is to take the bearings 
of air on which the clouds are wafted, 

to their place of starting. The bearing o 
bringing currents of air is somethin 







1 ? 




§ 









rain 


south¬ 


west 



tracing this bearing our readers are led to 
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ocean on the Mexican coast, whence 













mo 



reached in the course of two or 
Upon touching the Equator turn 
, thousand miles farther in this south- 
*so, that part of the Pacific would be re 

from South America to Australia and 
that here our readers would find them* 
or very near the starting point whence the 
on their mission of carrying the rains and 
le snows that we receive on the western slopes of our 

It would require more time and space to elabo¬ 
rate the evidence that favors this opinion than can be 
spared in these sketches, so accurate and complicated 
it is in the scientific observations and inductions re¬ 






quired. 


So let it suffice or satisfy us to know surely 

%J ' v 


that the vast atmospheric systems of currents and coun ¬ 
ter currents have been traced and recorded on charts 

v 

until thev are nearly as well known as are the courses 

•J 

of the rivers on the continents of our earth. 

Reflecting minds are very profoundly impressed 
when they observe the rains pouring down in summer 




*s, or 




the snowflakes gyrating in the wintry 
r thinking of the distance passed over by the 



3 








pleasin 

thing 


overhead, and the burden carried, that is repre- 

bv a sheet of water nearly four feet deep and 

over a surface of twenty thousand square miles. 

from the South Pacific ocean by 
every year borne through the air tc 
and poured in blessed profusion on 
meadows, and gardens making 

“filling our mouths with g 


ns too 






111 




lem 
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DISTINCTIVE NATURAL FEATURES, MINARAL 
SPRINGS, STREAMS.—PIONEER METHODS 

AND SOCIAL CUSTOMS. 


Section III 


From now on we will devote ourselves strictly to 





limits of Pocahontas Countv, West Virginia. Prelim- 

1 / 1 cj 





inary words on the outlines of general 
what was written concerning geological, geographical, 
and climatological features characteristic of the region 
wherein Pocahontas forms a conspicuous feature, were 
all intended to impress ourselves and readers with 
some idea how wonderfully the lines of habitation 
fallen to our p ioneer ancestors in such a remarkable 
region, and what a goodly heritage is ours could we 
but justly appreciate it all. 

By an act of the Virginia Legislature at Richmond, 

assembled in 1821 , Pocahontas Countv was formed of 

7 * 

* territory detached from the counties of Bath, Pendleton 

Colonel 

C7 JL 

John Baxter of Stony Creek was very active in bring- 


and Randolph aggregating 820 square mil 



ing about the organization of the new 
counties were provided for, one to be 



n y 





other Pocahontas. The intention w r 





the county embracing the crown of the 
“ Alleghany,’’ the other lower down ct 
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owing 







oversight the intended names 









The 




t 










position of our county, is de 
minutes to 38 decrees 45 






or 



Latitude; from 79 degrees, 35 minutes to 80 









West Longitude. Approximately 
Marl inton’s geographical position is indicated bv the 
intersection of N. L. 38 degrees 13 minutes and W. L. 
80 degrees 8 minutes. The true meridian station mar 
of sandstone is located in the courthouse grounds 11.9 

north-east of courthouse steps. The distant mark, 
north of station mark 957.5 feet on south side of Mar¬ 
lin’s Mountain, 
clination was 3 degrees, 31 minutes W. Mean annual 
change 3 seconds approximately. 

Pocahontas is an eastern border county** Alleghany 
top being the line between Pocahontas and Virginia. 
From the centre of West Virginia Pocahontas county 


w 

August 16, 1898, the magnetic de- 





ev 



is located to the south-east. Among the distinctive 

•es of the north portion of this county is the fact 
being a part of the high region where nearly 
river system of the Virginias find their head 
s. The entire county has a great elevation, 
some of the highest peaks in the State being within its 

Greenbrier River rises in the north highlands 

o 

or the entire length of the county throug 





and flow 




n 




ntral portions. Williams River is in the wester 
of the county, and joins the Ganiev in Webstei 

le eastern limits of the countv is 






rising in the Alleghanv in the vicinity of 

O O «L/ t/ 




and joins the Greenbrier at Marl inton. 



s 
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Fo 













of streams, whore the bright waters 
rich alluvial delta where the first corn 

cahontas, and on which Marl inton is 

Creek and Sitlingtons Creek 

Leatlierbark, Warwicks Kun, and Clov 

west are important tributaries to the 

north Pocahontas. In central Foci 

Creek and Knapps Creek, with its branches Pout 

and Cochran's creeks, Cumming’s aud Brown's cr 

rom the east; Stony Creek and Swago Cre 

west are the main tributaries of the Greenbrier. 

south Pocahontas, Stamping Creek and Locust Cree 
« 

and Trough Kun from the west, and Beaver Ci 
Laurel Run, and Spice Run fiom the east are the trib¬ 
utaries of Greenbrier River. 

* 

The Elk region in the northwest is drained by the 










Old Field Fork, Slaty Fork, and Big Spring Branch of 
Elk River. 

Concerning Knapps Creek, there is an interesting 
tradition to the effect that it derives its name from 
Knapp Gregory, believed to be the person of solitary, 
eccentric habits, who reported to parties in the 
Valley of Virginia that he had seen water flowing to 
wards the west, which report led to Marlin and 




all’s exploration of this region 

Marlin’s Bottom, 1749. 


and their 






The site of Knapp Gregory’s cabin is near 



i 






about opposite Mr Peter L. Cleok 
miles from Priscol. Traces of the 
dimensions of the cabin yet 
ing the grass appears here more luxui 









in 
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elsewhei 

ally 





4 / 


earlier, for the spot seems to be especi- 
often observed characteristic of places 








e disappeared by gradual 


t 



SL/ 


Knapp Gregory is reported to have disappeared from 







v and mysteriously. When seen 
«/ «/ 

was in pursuit of a deer near the Lockridge fording. 

by some that he might have 





I 

drowned, while others suspect that he may have been 
killed and robbed by some suspicious looking charac¬ 
ters that had been seen about the same time, bv scouts 

7 •/ 


from Augusta County. 

East Pocahontas is mountainous and in former years 

*/ 

heavily timbered with white pine and much other valu¬ 
able timber, and abounds in iron ores. Central Poca¬ 
hontas consists largely of limestone lands, much of it 
is nicely cleared, and cultivated in grains and grasses. 
West Pocahontas has more mountains, vast forests of 
timber of varied valuable kinds, and the indications 
are to the effect that much coal of great commercial 
value is ready for development. Heretofore this region 
was called the Wilderness, or Wilds of Pocahontas, 
laving been, comparatively speaking, an unbroken and 
wellnigh an impenetrable region. 

Throughout Pocahontas County there is such an 
abundance of purest,, freshest waters as beggars al 

ordinary 















•s of description. Literally it is a 

fountains/' beyond the dreams 

- •' 

portray realistically. Some of 

earth, even in 
volume, and with a t< 

that of iced water. Tho entire county 


om 
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example in its relation to Hills Creek. 

Among the mineral springs for which this county 
may soon become famous, mention may be made of the 
Lockridge Spring, near Driscol; the Curry Meadow 
Springs, at Huntersville. James E. A. Gibbs, the 
sewing machine lock-stitch inventor, when a young man 
in delicate health, was employed to build a barn for 
William Fertig, forty or fifty years ago, a short dis¬ 
tance below the Curry Spring. While at work lie used 
the water because it was convenient to get at. To his 
grateful surprise his health improved and he became a 
vigorous person, and yet lives to pay a tribute for what 
this water was the means of doing for the benefit of 
his health. 
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gin la Univei 
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prin 







to make a qualitative analysis o 

the Capon Springs, the Driscol 

to contain silicic acid, soda, 





1 



m 



, iodine, and carbonic acid 











m 






for bathing and drinking, promisin 
rheumatism, gout, dyspepsia, dropsical affec- 

renal troubles. Within the radiuso 


us, and 


a mile of Dunmore are the Moore Blue Sulphur spring, 
3 Kerr magnesia, and chalybeate water. 

Near Edrav several mineral springs are known and 
or more than fifty years have been used with benefici- 

the Warwick sulphur, Duffield 


a 


esults, such as 


chalybeate, Duncan’s chalybeate, and Smith’s magne¬ 
sia, on the west branch of the Indian Draft; Clover 
Lick Salt Spring, Moore’s magnesia Spring, near Mar- 
linton; Moore’s alum spring, or as some call it, natur¬ 
al lemonade spring on Brown’s Creek. On Laurel 
Run, four or five miles, east of Hillsboro, is a remark¬ 
able group of springs, consisting of a fresh water 
spring and a purple sulphur spring welling up from 
e same rock within a radius of a yard or so. The ef- 

these springs used to be the wonder of the gos- 
and wet nurses fifty years ago. 







le matter of natural scenery Pocahontas County 

t/ ft/ 


can display some charming mountain views from points 

Mountain Summit, where the Lewisbui 
it and overlooks Hillsboro and vicinity 



i • 




1 


w 




1 1 


T • 
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overlooking Clover Lick, a point from 
orable conditions of weather ant 
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a new 



iscerned. Several years 

1 J 

roof was placed on 




> 


1 







J 


oui 





ouse 






iam Gibson saw saw the scintillations of 

The distance to' Lexington i 


ei 




sunlight, 
miles; Peaks of Otter, one 









Grassy Knob, near Greenbank; Paddy's 
Frost; Kee Rocks, and Buck Knob, overlooking Mar- 
inton, and the High Rocks, overlooking Millpoint 
and vicinity; the “Bend," overlooking Edrav; Mount 


Seeall, overlooking the Hills and Knapp's Creek Val¬ 
leys; Briery Knob, that looms up so visably 


m lower 


Pocahontas, all afford prospects to be appreciated must 
be seen and enjoyed. The sunrise prospects challenge 


description worthy of the best endeavors of Ruskin or 

a Maurice Thompson to put in words. 

Some four or five years since two ministers had oc- 

€/ 

casion to travel over the Drooping Mountain at an 
early hour. This mountain overlooks much of south¬ 
ern Pocahontas and northern Greenbrier, commanding 
an entrancing view of Hillsboro and its charming rura 
surroundings of Groves, fields and orchards. It wa? 


very misty on the morning referred to, and as the min¬ 
isterial equestrians passed from Hillsboro their view 


was 




va- 

but 




shut off on every side by the 
pory barriers. They slowly ascended the 
devious road up the mountain side towards the summit 
Upon reaching the crest of the mountain 
een some hours high in all its glorious 
. If. the Psalmist had been there 
spoken of the sun as a bridegroom 
chamber and rejoicing as a stron 















to roll 
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wav the mists that were over the hills, the vales aiu 

«/ 1 



seeping 



on from view. 


We 









avorable for our outlook, am 
ing the scene, feeling that w< 
















would at that moment fitly express our 
the meantime a radiant power more than 




i 



ninety million miles away had come and was wor 
miracles all about us. The vast surface of the lake- 
cloud beneath our feet began to rise and roll like the 
waves of a miniature ocean, and the sunbeams beauti¬ 
fied all these white waves. Thev seemed to 
lemselves into Delectable Hills, and from their radi¬ 
ant tops spires of vapors enchanting with nameless 
beauties reached upward towards the sun. And as one 
would tower above others near, it seemed to draw them 
along with itself till all had vanished in upward view¬ 


less flight. Drops of dissolving mist 


were on 


tl 


H 


leaves. Like pearls they hung the bushes with brilli¬ 
ants, and shone like diamonds on the grass. — Had that 
morning been without cloudy mists, the morning scene 


would have been divested of more than half of its un- 


Such 


a 



and 



speakable beauties and suggestive lessons, 
scene as was witnessed bv those ministerial friends on 

i 

ing Mountain was well fitted to remind them, 
others who pause, and think upon like morn- 
cenes amid our mountains, of the fact that it w 
when alone upon a mountain that Elijah saw the glory 

It was when alone upon the mountain 
spoke unto Moses as a man speaketh unto 




C 4 


o 











ion and there Moses received 


i 



Sjf % * 






*/* .1 


A piously intelligent person 




ue 



# 
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visiting alone, the mountains of Switzer]an 




T it 


1 






11 ® 


to friends at home, 


4 4 








muon 



ie mountains alone—good foi 








<1 i* 



* 1 


It seems to be almost uni vers 


▼ # 1 / % 



mim 

need 


6 




mountain solitudes are very conducive towards 








3 ' k 


w 1 









developing elevated t\pes of ] bty lightly 
By tl iis, however, is not meant that Christians or 
desiring to be Christians are nearer to heaven, in 
upon mountain tops than in their homes in the 
and chambers for secret prayer, though on the mount¬ 
ain tops they be seemingly and impressively nearer 
blue sky and its starry gems. When the mind is in a 
devotional receptive mood there is something very con- 
gmial between the mountain tops and prayer and spir¬ 
itual glory. 

Where every thing seems to be more or less unique, 
as in Pocahontas, natural curiosities individually d< 
not cut much figure, yet special mention may be made 
of the clitfs at the end of Droop Mountain, which have 

but recently become famous, and will be one of the 

«- * 

features of tourists entering our county by rail up the 
Greenbrier; the v Tce Cave'’ of Droop Msuntain. the 
Cranberry Meadows" west of Hillsboro; the Falls 


> 


4 . 



Hills Creek; the Turkey Buzzard Cave, near Mt Ver- 
non, the Black Hole near Lin wood, the Saltpetre Cave 
at the head of Swago Creek; the Overholt 

Cave, 










ble 




surpassing the historic Windy Cove 

>ro in Bath, near McClintic’s Mill, 

arlinton; the stone footlog and n 
ie head of the Dry Branch c 
Spring on Ganiev, about op 




> u r 






irlor ta 








ft 
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and “It un Boat Rock 
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near 




Killing frosts early and late made tlia woi 



iner of 



4 , 












an in s 


precarious source of subsistence until a compai 
atively recent period in the history of our county. 

IS 10, the fact that corn would ripen at 
Bottom enough to be fit for meal was nearly a year's 

o * i 

wonder. Gardens for onions, parsnips, cucumbers. 

ins, and turnips; patches for buckwheat, corn, 
beans, and potatoes, for many years comprised the 
most of pioneer farming enterprise in the way of sup- 


pum 



k 


dementing their supplies of game and fish. 


The 


im¬ 


plements used for clearing and cultivating these gar¬ 
dens and truck patches were of home manufacture, and 
for the most part rather rudely constructed, as mere 
makeshifts are apt to be. 

The people were very frequently molested when at 

work, bv the Indians. And on this account the men 
. 7 

would carry their guns with them and have them al¬ 
ways in ready reach, and while at work they would bo 
on the look out lest cunning scouts in ambush wouh 
shoot them down while at their endeavors to win tliei 

in the sweat of their faces, 
being scarcely possible to keep a work horse be 

raiding Indians, most of the labor 
to be done with hoes. In course of tinu 


• • 











when horses and oxen could be kept and use 





were in 


< 



The tirst plows were made entii 



t 


v 

#/ 






% 


dwood. An improvement was 



€ 

c 





attaching an iron plate to the plowing beam, am 

was evolved. 
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To smooth and pulverize the earth for planting*, the 
place of the harrow was supplied by a 
or a blackthorn bush, pressed down by 
of wood fastened on bv hickory withes 

lerbark, and some nice work was done 
extemporized harrows. The first harrows 
seded the crab and blackthorn, had wooden 
shaped like a big A, and the teeth being made of sea 
soiled hickory or white oak. 

The first scythes that were used to cut the me: 








were hand-made by the neighborhood blacksmith, am 
were hammered out instead of whetted to put them in 
cutting order. The sneathes were straight sticks, and 
in mowing the mowers were bent into horizontal, semi¬ 
lunar fardel shapes, as if they were looking for holes 
in the ground, or snakes in the grassy weeds. 

For handling hay or grain, forks were made of bi¬ 
furcated saplings of maple or dogwood, carefully peel¬ 
ed and well seasoned. The writer remembers with 
pleasure a dogwood fork presented to him by his fath¬ 
er, and this fork compared with the hickory rod 
in pickle for lazy, absent-minded boys, was a thin 
beautv and the iov of many a summer day in the me 

« «? C/ ♦/ */ 






ows. 


It became smooth as ivory, and was the 




wooden forks 1 have ever seen 



and 




shocks I built with it were in the meadow 
ic Island, more than fifty years ago. 

more 





When the pioneers came to 
mere patches, they would chop three or 
k \smack smooth" and a log rolling w T as in or 
invitation the neighbors for miles would 
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m 
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or oxen, to assist m 

This being done a 
eturned homewards, 
was to l>urn the heaps. Outside 
ide belt was raked inwardly to prove 










fire 




4 4 rv/n-r ihq* 


gettin 


away/’ The preferred time 





ft 


u 







re was usually some night when all would 

#/ n 

and calm. The first tiling was to burn the clear- 
g over, thus making wav with smaller brush, under- 



i 



r 


i. and other “trash." 


It 


was an impressive 


sight to witness as the smoke and flames of the burning 
leaps arose like pillars of fire by night, while the men, 
sweaty and sooty, passed among them keeping up tin* 

fires. 

Another interesting pioneer social gathering was the 
“raising’ 1 of the dwelling or a barn. Nothing pecuni¬ 
ary was expected, simply a return of like service when 


no 


o d. 


* i® 



“Huskings" were popular at a certain peri- 
In some communities they would come off in the 


dav as a matter of business, not recreation or frolic. 

9 / 

But the typical “husking" was prepared for with some 
elaborate preparation. The ears would be pulled from 
e stalks, husks and all, and placed in ricks. This 
“husking" usually came off on some moon lightoi 
night. A managing “boss" was chosen who arrange! 
ic men on opposite sides of the rick, and the contest 

be the first to break over the crest line, 
ear was considered srood luck and so ev- 




wo 





mg 




• W f 



i 




be noticed as it was broken o 



# 




ever score 






in 










lost red ears was the champion < 
While the fathers and sons were 
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but joyovsly disporting 



' 


J 





corn ricks, the mothers and daughters 

le house, some cooking, others busv 
















Abtuit 10 or 11 o'clock the “ 

were suspended, supper servet 







dioe down,"" wherein heavy 

7 */ 


st 









be tripped to the notes of a screec 








violin, such fiddling was called “choking the goose, 
or when there was no fiddle in evidence some one on 
spatted Juba" about as distinctly as the trotting o 
horse over a bridge. 

As a rule pioneer festivities were orderly, yet once 
in a while there would be a few persons at the 
ings who prided themselves in being and doing ugly. 



Somewhere about the premises there was some body or 


some thing that they would speak of as “Black Betty.. 


After a few clandestine visits to wliei 


*e “ 


Black Betty" 

«./ 

was, the consequences would be that colored Elizabeth 
with her songs, veilings and a few fights would get in 
her work, and thereupon a fistcuff or two would impart 
interest to the gathering, and make the occasion the 
talk of the neighborhood until some other exciting 
ter came around. 



Jn the earlv times now under consideration it 



•> 


an 



ial matter that about every thing neede 




% »* 


comfortable use about the home should be home made 




1 






L 


least somewhere in the immediate 
it came that pioneer wives and 
not only ornamental but exceedingly use 

1 / C-J 

1 comforts and attractions of their homes 


m 



/ 












eir willing hands. 


Every 



( 
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independence or thrift had a loom, 
ning wheels, little and big, a flax breaker, shoe]) shear 


s 



m i* 




% 



woo 




whatever else needful for 
ax into clothing and blankets. 



anting 



were ran 



on the farms and were usually 


#/ 


s 






.to 


wou 


by the girls and boys. The wives and daugh- 
thereupon scour, card, spin, weave and knit 



ic fleeces into clothing: 

The flax was grown in the “flax patch," usually a 
elioice bit of ground. When ripe the flax was pulled 
by hand, spread in layers until dry upon the ground 
where it had been pulled, then bound in bundles, car¬ 
ried away and spread very neatly over the cleanest and 

nicest sod to be found, most commonly the aftermath 

1 §/ 

of the meadow. Here it remained with an occasional 
overturning until it was “weathered,” or watered. Af¬ 
ter an exposure of three or four weeks, or when weatli- 


fl 


b >und in bun¬ 




away in shelter until cool frostv davs in 
late fall, winter or early spring would come, when it 


flax 


then scutched b\ 


ing knife over an upright board f 



The 


left of the woody part 






and scutching knife would be co nbed out bv 

CT t 

and was now ready for spinning and weav 





I' 1 * 



or tow. The tow could be held in the 



t 




be in 




* coarse cloth, “tow linen. 


* i 


Tin 






might and finer fibre, would be wrapp ed 
attached to the little wheel and spun 







ft 










The rock was a contrivance 
>ur branches of a bush togc 





f 
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cess rr<; 


lem into a kind of frame-woi 
is most commonly put through 
om planting to wearing w 
















S 


m 


lieli it was grown. 

The growing of wheat in Pocahontas in 
sufficient for self-support was not thought ( 




in ear 






s. 


Ploughed in with the the hull tongue or 



T£ H 



plow, brushed over by a crab brush or thorn 
and in manv instances simply laboriously dug in 

• ' It / t/ co 

a hoe, it was a precarious crop, owing to freezing out 



blight or rust. The harvests were gathered with 




t 

The reaper clutching a handful of grain in his 
left hand would sever it with his right. The handfuls 

c? 

were bound into sheaves and then stacked into dozens. 
Ten sheaves upright with heads pressed together and 
all sheltered and kept in place by the other two sheaves 
being broken at the band and spread out like fans and 
laid over the top. These dozens having dried out were 
carried by wagon or sled and stacked. When on steep 
ground the dozens would be brought off on stretcher 


shaped contrivances attached to a man's shoulders. At 
first the threshing was done by flail, and fifteen bus 

4 . f 8/ / 




was a good day's work. In value one bushel o 
was equivalent to two bushels of corn, and exchanges 
were made on that ratio. Where crops were cornpara- 
ively large flailing was superseded by “tramping out’* 
by horses freshly shod. In this innovation 

t> * 

t 

grown boy was much in demand as he could r 
horse and lead a second. Two or three 















hull out forty or fifty bushels 

t/ 

r awhile the horses would leave 





t/ 
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traw would be 




over, and then 





r 


9 





tramping 

In s< 



be resumed 
r the wheat 







first method 


to throw 


elfuls up 


w 








i 


was sh 









wlii 



was high to blow the chaff away, am 
wheat was cleaned by a coarse seive, w 

hand, and the chaff would come to the 
off in handfuls. This was improved on 
innowing sheet," usually worked by two men, 
l third would shake the wheat from a shallow 
basket. Finally the “winnowing sheet" gave wav to 
the windmill or wheat fan, when the farmers became 
so advanced in circumstances as to* feel themselves able 
to pay thirty or forty dollars for one. 

After “horse tramping out," came the threshing 
machine, and the sensation produced by its advent sur¬ 
passed anything that lias ever occurred in our county, 
unless it was the coming of the cars, the 26th of Oc¬ 
tober, 1900. This machine, known as the “chaff- 
piler," was introduced about the year 1839, by Wil¬ 
liam Gibson, of Huntersville, W. Va. It was operat¬ 
ed bv Jesse Whitmer and John Galford, late of Mill 

It was a small affair, simply a threshing cylin- 
box, propelled by four horses, and when in 



der 


m 





ie wheat would 6y high and low 


as 




was 




fun 








m 



would have 
wheat err 




An immense sheet w*as spread on the 
lis was enclosed by a wall of strong tent, 
eight feet high, on three sides. A person 

removed the straw as it came out. 

face protected with heavy cloth, for tin 

sting. After the “chaff-piler" 
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te separator, at first 
ion more recently by steam 




At 



1 






# 




the crops are separated by the “ 
When it came to be possible to raise con 

limits of our county, its preparation 
? was a matter of prime importance. 


lorses 

esent 


1 







i e 










» 



earliest contrivances was the “hominy 

r 

was made from a large block of some hard wood 
commonly white oak, eighteen or twenty inches 
aineter, hollowed out at one end by burning 
trimmed into the shape of a druggist's mortar 


This 








then 
huge 

proportions. For burning out the cavity a hole was 
bored by a two inch auger, then a red-hot bolt of iron 
was inserted. This iron bolt was frequently a 
ling pin of a wagon. When this could be used no 
longer to advantage, then hard dry wood—elm was 
preferred—was obtained, and a fire was kindled in the 
hole and kept burning until the cavity was of the de¬ 
sired size. The top was large, but it narrowed down 
until it assumed a funnel shape, and held a peck or 
more of grain. The grain had been slightly softened 
by soaking in tepid water, and was reduced by the use 
of a wooden pestle, usually made of tough material 

one 





as a man's wrist, an iron wedge inserts 
end, made fast by an iron band. 

Pounding corn for a family of eight of 
was an all day business, and part of the 

When pounded the grain wo 
or less fine condition, and by using a seive in 

skin stretched over a hoop and perforate 










in a more 


¥ 






wit 




u*e the wire sifters were known, the coarse 
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The fine meil won] 1 do 
,'' which is derived from “journev- 
a board, and for bread, wliile the 
course could be either repounded, or cooked as it was 





Aftei 








i/ 



this wearisome pounding was alleviated 
; sup<*rseding tlie hominy mortar 



8 WOO} 


> 



was the hand-mill, formed of two circulai 


♦ 

hand-stones. The lower was the bed-stone, the upper 

was the runner, and both were closely fitted by a wood- 

7 «, « 

en hoop, in which there was an opening for the dis¬ 
charge of the meal. In the runner then* was a central 
opening into which the grain was fed. Another open¬ 
ing was drilled near the edge of the runner, into which 
one end of a pole was fitted, while the other end was 
put through a hole in a board fastened to the joists 
above. With one hand grasping tin* upright pole, tin* 
miller turned the runner, and with tin* other fed tin* 
grain into the central opening. Tin* grinding of one 
bushel was counted a day's work. 

Hand mills served their purpose, and tub-mills - the 
first water mills - came into use. In the tub-mills, the 

was stationary while the* lower one turning 1 






reduced 




was 



grain to meal. The plan of 
A perpendicular shaft was ii 








the lower stone or runner, and on the otliei 

was a water wheel four or 









This wheel being sunk in a 






Ci 



the wheel to revolve 





i »• 


l 




stone fixed to the upper end of tin 
•mills came the “grist mills," w 
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, the lower stones stationary 




upper ones the runners. 




over what has been wr 



m 





concernin 


e in 









* farming experiences, the writei 

if the successors of these ear 
could see and handle the rude and 
appliances devised and used by the pioneei 
in their toilsome, dangerous endeavors for a 
they would be greatly surprised, and would 
to regard them as implements of sorely tedious torture 
were they compelled to make use of the same in 
bread-winning pursuits in 1901. 

It would be a serious mistake however to think in 
that wav of our worthy forbears, because they 

t/ 4/ > * 







many hours of genuine enjoyment. Their fewer wants 
easily satisfied, rendered them as well contented, if not 
better as a rule, than their descendants now living 
their strenuous lives in pursuit of luxuries of dress, 
housing, and food that would have been the envy of 
princes and kings in pioneer days. 

So far as tested, all the cereals now produce large 
yields in Pocahontas County. Wheat, corn, rye, oats, 
millet, and buckwheat may be produced in ample 
abundance. Though there be quite a number of gpod 
mills, yet they are so located that there are communi¬ 
ties who think it to their interest and convenience to 
carry their wheat to the Warm Springs or Monterey to 
be ground, and considerable is imported, owing to its 
being cheaper than the home product. 

The climate of this county has passed through a 
great change the past eighty or ninety years. About 
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Oil 






anywhere in 








was a rare thing for corn to 1 
•egion now forming the limit 

may be true that considerable corn 

intention was to have merely 





beef or pork in case the mast 





About 1810 , Major William Poage, then living at 
Marlin’s Bottom, (now Marl inton), had a field of corn 
near the mouth of the Creek that was looking very 
promising. He was asked by a neighbor how much 

corn fit for bread did he think he might have from that 
splendid looking field. Major Poage, after some 
thoughtful hesitation, replied very cautiously that he 
ventured to think there w as a probability of there be¬ 
ing eight or ten bushels. This w*as spoken of as the 
marvel of the season, that out of three or four hundred 
bushels of corn raised at Marlin's Bottom, there might 
be eight or ten fit for bread, johnnycake, pone, and 
lioecake, and the happy people thought things now 
looked like living. 

It is within the memory of living persons when ripe 
corn was the seldom exception, not the regular rule, 
on Elk, wdiere fine crops are the rule of everything that 
is eatable, and that too in notable abundance and of 

prime quality. 

As the climate and soil now are in Pocahontas, they 

* t 

are found to be adapted to the production of tobacco of 
a very good quality, and for most of the staple fruits, 
specially the peach and apple. 

In the limestone belts bluegrass grows spontaneously 
and there are places where the bluegrass sod rivals the 
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famous Ke 



bluegrass. 



o 



e 



an unknown writer, “Timothy, clover 
other choice varieties contest the ri gin 
to the field; so we find them growiu 



trying to choke out the others and to din 




an fir uaire o 


r* 


numerous 
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* 



togethei 


c 






m 



i enou 




to choke out all the rest." So far as is observed, this 

bluegrass producing sod is common over the greater 

part of the county, and there is but a small percentage 
of its territory where grasses mav not flourish. As a 

« n t/' 

% 

t 

result a great deal of livestock has been and is produc¬ 
ed. T1 ie cattle, for marketing qualities, equal any in 

the State. Pocahontas mutton has a reputation pccu- 
» 

liarlv its own, and the genuine commands the best 

market figures. There have been times, and to some 

extent such is the case now, where buyers from other 

States have come and canvassed Pocahontas County 

« 

for live stock, seemingly not willing to wait until the 
cattle or sheep could be taken to them at their homes. 
Blooded horses equal to the best for quality and ser¬ 
vice, have been raised in this county. 

7 1 / 


s believed 
finished tl 










their operations and the lands no longer 
wanted for the merchantable timber, there will be still 
grander opportunities opened up for farming, 
producing, and stock raising, and then Pocahontas may 

among the best in any of the States in that lino 
home making and industrial endeavor. 

Very much of Pocahontas was heavily timbered and 
as the variety and quality was equal to most 

r no other county in the State, before the vast in 
were made on these timber resurces in the 





fifteen or twenty years. Still there is 



c 






supply yet remaining after all has been done by i 




# 





loaded frei 



cars. For twenty v 
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resting feature were the lumbei 











woods where hundreds of men 


were comfortably housed and feci on the fat 



H 



i 


in various parts of the county, mainly east of the 

Greenbrier. On the higher elevations west of the 

•# 

Greenbrier and in the western and north-western part 
of the county are vast reaches of black spruce forests, 
now in such demand for wood pulp of which the paper 
is made for post cards, books and newspapers. There 
remains much oak, cherry, poplar, chestnut and the 
more common forest trees in marked profusion. The 
value of timber standing not long since was estimated 
at over two million dollars. 

During the construction of the Greenbrier Railway 
the past two years (1899-1900) several quarries of 
sandstone were opened along the line or nearby, and 
material pronounced equal to the best for construe- 
purposes. 

For burning and fluxing purposes limestone is very 

abundant, and much of it lies very near vast iron ore 

■ */ 

deposits. 

Near the Little Levels in south Pocahontas very 

i 

marble has been found, and the mountains on 

Levels contain vast amounts of black 
. The specimens of which are very 





















omise great commercial value, 
of ready access to the main s 


Thes 







t' 




*et 



i 


iei 



wav by short tramways from 



hi i 



bert 

T 




.ocust, and possibly points intervening 
entire county from end to end east of t 



®£» 
* 




ier abounds in iron ore indications, princi 

hemetite and the reddish fossil if erous. 









erous is not in thick veins or very 
, but of the brown lmmmetite the 

The 








veins 



ed as virtually inexhaustible, 
arge, of excellent quality and distributed over 








W 



area 


In character the ores are pronounced 




ik 





as the ores of Monroe and Greenbrier counties, 
ore veins of these counties are regarded as 
of the veins found in Pocahontas. 

As to coal resources but little, comparatively, has as 
yet been ascertained by actual development. While 
some investigations have been made, but very 
coal has been mined for home use and none for expor¬ 
tation. In west Pocahontas in the Ganiev and Wil- 

#/ 

bams River region, there is a large area underlaid by 

ranging from two 



the New 


River coking coal veins 


feet thick to eighteen feet, and as far as tested this 

Pocahontas coal proves equal to the New 


west 


River coaking coal. This is the coal that has made 
New River region in Fayette County and the Mercer or 
McDowell coal districts farther south so renowned as 
coke producing localities. This West Pocahontas coun¬ 
ty coal is about, as to mileage, the nearest coking coal 

the iron producing centres of the two Virginias. 
Railway transportation and mine 
all that is wanted to bring about 

this coal. Transportation and development 
now from current enterprizes to be questions 
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menus of travel and communication in 
seems that for years the pass wavs to 

in our countv and elsewhere 

bv buffaloes and Indians. 



the brush was trimmed 


awav and widened fot 


§ 







then for sleds, then for wagons, as progress re 

pioneers seem to have noticed that i 
advisable to avoid the trails along the streams 






#/ 


s, and follow the crests 


of leading ridges. 


% 



so new paths were blazed accordingly and came to 
used, hence the steepness of the old roads may be 
iccounted for in great measure. ft was much more 





acticable to escape an ambuscade on a crest or sum 
in it, than when hemmed in bv a vallev hill sides, 
a tenacity worthy of a better purpose the pioneers 
clung to the old paths with marked conservatism. 


The 


sons 



themselves with tin* idea that what 


was good enough for their fathers was good enough for 
them. About 183b, however, there seems to have 
been an awakening on the matter of better roads to 
and from the county. The Warm Springs A Hunters- 

Turnpike was projected, and completed about 
, with Henry Harper and Win, Gibson, a Hunt¬ 
ersville merchant, contractors. It was a grand hijh 

that period, and awoke a sensation much like 
e felt at seeing cars coming to Marl inton. 




wav 





Every stream was bridged from Huntersville to 
Warm Springs, and the means of communication 





i 
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those places seemed to 
ould be reasonable 










was in the* Legislature that authorized 
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had 


road, and, to use 

a “time of it log-rolling 


rst 


an 






oi 


ough;'* tho expletives are here 

The 8t#tlflton and Parkersburg ] > ike was 

1 veftrs later. It was located bv 

* •' 

rozet, one of the 










eon s 





efugeed to the Pnitcd States after 
it rather uncomfortable for him in the old conn 




mi 
trv. 

# i 

About 1854 the IIuttonsville and Marlinton 
pike was located by Engineer Raymond. In the same 
year he engineered the Lewisburg and Marlinton Turn¬ 
pike, and the Greenbrier Bridge at Marlinton. 

William Hamilton, of Randolph County, 
for the road work fi 





s 


Bot 


tom. Lemuel ( henoweth, from Beverly, built tlu 


bridge in 1854,-5b. 


the Lewisburg Road 


William Cochran super- 

and all of these 



prizes were com 
tween the States 




During the war lx 
lwavs, like so many otlu 


'». 


things, were virtually laid waste 


Tlx 



to re- 




them in proper condition have been 
ed, and much unfriendly criticism 
v and management of the county 

• ' O 4 

ities. As to road affairs, times change and peo 


pair and 
many and 

t' 

as to the 







, and it seems citizens 



time foi 





No doubt the time will come soonei 
when the interests of the public highways w 

to the management of persons 

ss, like law, medicine, or politics 
mountains and grasses are so 


• / \ • • 
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our comity, some reflections as to the part 

Yeato/s plans may be in 










mountain, of Pocahontas, when conti 

own them as property and 







e m 



bv them, seem as to existence 
£ hills/* Yet*the truth is these mountains 




weary 


g as we are. 
mountain 


Their veins of flowing 



as 


the 


crimson 


pulses do ours. The natural forms of the iron or stony 
crags arc abated in their appointed time, like the 

i of the muscles and sinews and bones in a hu¬ 




man old age. It is but the lapse of the longer periods 
of decay, which in the sight of their Creator distin¬ 
guishes the duration of the mountain from that of the 


moth or worm. 

By our bountiful Father of Mercies mountain ranges 
are appointed to fulfil their offices with a view to pre¬ 
serving health and thus increase the happiness of the 
human race in general. The first of these uses is to 
give motion to water. Every fountain and river, from 
the shallow streamlet that crosses the road in trembling 

, to the calm and silent movings of the Poto- 

i James, or the Ohio, all owe their motion, 

/ * ■ 

purity, and resistless sweeping powers to the elevations 

of the earth ordained for that purpose, (ientle or steep, 

or abrupt, some determined slope of the sur- 

is essential before the waters of anv stream could 

® 

refresh a single plant or tree after 












rimage bv clouds from the Southern 


t 




We are living among the* highlands, a veritabh 
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ly land o 
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skv, whore wo may walk 
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hosido the grassy or flowery margins of our 
streams, what opportunities we have to 






HMitiful and verv wonderful is that arr 

%/ 

virtue of which the dews and rains falling 



J 






k 

) 

















find no resting place to loiter after eomin 
• away, but should find instead, prepare 
channels traced for them, from the ravines of 
tral crests, down which they rush and roar in 
ranks of foam, towards the dark hollows 
banks of lowland meadows, pastures, and 
fields, round which they must circle among the 
and beneath the leaves of the growing plants, so essen¬ 
tial to human comfort and enjoyable existence. 

These pathways for the dews and rains and melted 
snows are so arranged that 





some 




of 

movement the waters must evermore descend, some- 

* 

times slow, sometimes swift, but never pausing. The 
daily existances they must glide over being marked out 
for them at each successive rising of the sun, or 
ing of the morning, the place that knew 
day to know them no more, and the gateways of 
ing mountains opened for them in cleft, or chasm 




yester- 






duly tunnelled. Thus nothing is to hinder 
their mission to the growing, life-sustainin 
grasses, and grains, while from afar the 




m in 


fruits, 



1 






parent ocean seems to be ever calling these 




ing-imparting waters back to herself, as i 



4 4 




81 e 


calling unto deep. 


1 1 




It is well to remember, too, that 

g motion to water is not exhausted 



or ini 





Sill 
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no less important office of the hills is 

springs and fountains from suhterran 



* 



» It 







11 ® 






1 





# 



* 




where in 



While it may seem marvelous to see 

up out of the ground 
is no miraculous happening, for every 
well are supplied from a reservoir some- 
hidden chambers of the hills, so locate* 


a 



involve some degree of fall, 



assuring pressure 
sufficient to secure the constant outflowing of the 

stream. 

The second use of mountains is to keep up a constant 
change in the nature and currents of the air. A differ¬ 
ence in soils and vegetation would have in a measure 
caused changes in the air, even if the earth had been 

This change would have been far less than what 
is caused now by the chains of hills, which divide the 
earth not onlv into districts but into climates, and 
cause perpetual currents of air to traverse their passes 
in a thousand different states, by moistening with the 
spray of waterfalls, beating the air hither and thither 
in the pools of rushing torrents, closing the air within 
clefts and caves where the sunbeams are ne\er seen, 
and all becomes cold as autumn mists. By means of 




lis cot led air is sent forth again to breatlu 


i 



© 




i 


or 

Cl 



»» 



oss the velvet fields of grass upon the slopes, 

among sunburned shales and grassless 





% 







then when pierced by stiange electric 
mountain fire, the air is suffered to de 

and pure, to refresh the far aw; 
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taut office of tin 
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ing about perpetual change in the soils. Were it not 


n a senes o 


for this office cultivated ground would 
years be exhausted and would require to be u 
most laborouslv by human appliances. Elevations pro 





11 ( 


vide for this a constant renovation. 


The 


n 





am 


tains suffer their summits to be broken into 



M 

C 





uul to be cast down in sheets of mossy rock, re 




with every ingredient needful for the nutriment o 
plant life. These fallen fragments broken by 
and disentegrated by torrents into various conditioi 


•1 



s 



of sand and clay—materials which are distributed per- 
petually by the streams farther and farther from 
mountain base. The turbid foaming of angrv looking 

O «y c * 

waters in time of flood, tearing down banks and rocks 


are not disturbances of the beneficent course of nature, 
but are operations of laws necessary to the existence of 


man and to make the earth beautiful. 


Thi 


s process 



is 




may be carried on more gently, but not less effecth 
over the entire surface of the lower undulating 
tricts. Each filtering thread of summer rain trickling 
through the short turf of the uplands is bearin 
own appointed burden of earth to be thrown on some 
new natural garden for some one to work and enjoy 
ong years in the future. 

Of all the good and perfect gifts lavished upon 



) 


fine 


nng 


of goodly land, it would be difficult t 

more suggestive of edifying thought than 

It is something mysterious to examine not 








y when gemmed with the dew drops of mornin 



)i 


quivering in the mirage of noon, but 

s of aborescence, 4b each a 




e spark 




mg 
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grain bolls all achime. '' Wlion a single blade of grass 

one of countless millions,, and one examines 



narrow sword 



strip 



is 




of notable 


In that blade of grass may 

P iiv 




y little that is strong and a very little 



ness and a 


islied point. 



w 



lines meeting in a dull unfin- 

5 ’ 




blade of grass by no means ap¬ 
pears to be a creditable or much eared for sample of 
the Creator's workmanship, made to be trodden upon 
v men or roaming beast, a little pale hollow stalk fe- 
ble and flaccid leading down to the dull brown fibres 

And yet when we carefully ponder over its 
uses and the place grass occupies in promoting man's 
physical good, we are inclined to the opinion and so 
express ourselves that of all the gorgeous flowers that 

in our mountain air and shed their balmy fra- 
grance upon the summer breezes, and of all the strong 

y trees, pleasant to the eyes or good for f< od, 







•£*£ I 



y palms and towering pines, strong oaks and 

orchards, or gracefully burdened 
, there is notone so universally loved and soug 
after bv mankind of every clime and nation, or by tlu 




«* 


Yeator so highly graced as that narrow point of fee 



green 




* of grass. 


¥ . 






scenery our Pocahontas forests, in 

f t 



st 


i * 








*rs, are as enchanting as fairv drealms 

P # 

md the service bloom,- — Indian 

Shawnee Flower, rivaling 








far South; tlu 1 notable variety of 



*v 




so 
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suckle blooms, so warmly recommended by 

inirers as most suitable for the 
blematic flower; rbodademlroii and ivA 








cr 






in i® 




many curious flowering plants, open up vistas 

loveliness. 

Exotic flowers have been cultivated with notable sue 
cess. The first rose geranium ever potted in om 
ty was brought to Huntersville 
Craig, from Waynesboro, Va., about the year 

It flourished nicely, and she was very generous in 







ing away 



She carried it on 



1 



her hand, a tiny slip, clipped off with scissors, slit at 
the end and kept open by inserting an oat grain, wrap¬ 
ped in moistened paper. This wrapping was moistened 
(‘very few hours at some spring or brook by the wav- 
side, during that journey of nearly a hundred 



Flowers are seemingly intended for the solace of hu¬ 
manity, of all age., classes, and conditions. Little 




as 


children and cjuietly contented people 
they bloom in forests, lawns, or gardens. Luxurious 
and pleasure loving persons rejoice in flowers 



gathered for some 



occasion. 



fiowei 




O C 


ire 



the home-loving rural cottagers treasure, while in 
and villages a few flowers adorn as with scraps of rain 

bow the windows of the toiling inmates, in 




r a longing for the covenanted place 
care, of which the lilv and the rose are 






nit 





Notwithstanding this general admiration for flowefs 





inclined to make 











that 





this 
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•obed there are but few 
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era as flowers. Many iiuleed are 
l new shape of blossom, thus caring 
the little bo vs care for the kaleido- 


§/ 





y like a pretty display of 



er 






or in the pit, as they admire a fine service 
ver or gold plate on the table. Many are scien- 












interested in flowers, though the interest o 

may be in the nomenclature rathen than 
themselves, and some enjoy them as they 
in their gardens like radishes and peas. 




Being persuaded as 1 am that I shall have 
my readers some young people who are thoughtful, 
observing and inquiring in their character, 1 would 
write something about the stones that are so very plen¬ 
tiful in our county for their special consideration. 
Shakespeare, the foremost of all names in English lit¬ 
erature, speaks of a cast of intelligence or intellectual 
culture that enables one so cultivated to see sermons 
in stones and good in everything. There are but few, 
if any natural, objects from which more can be learned 


than from stones, as tljey seem so well fitted to reward 


a 




, intelligent observers. As to other 
in creation nearly all can be seen to some gratifying 
degree by the hasty impatient observer whose glances 







f® 



transient, on the spur of the 

They have no patience with 
are pleasant in being 


iiio- 









and 


rivers are 


highly 










vers in being, but the stones over 


\v 







lave for the careless nothing 


t 
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but stumbling and objects of offense. No pleasure is 
anguidly to be derived of the stones as from 
on the vines or fruits on the overshadowing 
Impatient observers find nothing delicious to 
tastes or good of any kind in stones. Even to the pa 
tiently studious at first sight all that the 




seem 


good for 


is to symbolize the hard heart 



unfather- 


y gift referred to in our Lord's question. “Will a fath 




er give his famishing son a stone in place of bread?" 

But yet when some of mv younger readers will 

€/ «/ a/ C7 

as I confidently anticipate they will, and give 
stones their thoughtful reverent consideration they will 
to their pleasure find in stones more bread or food for 
thought than in any other lowly feature of all our in¬ 
teresting Pocahontas landscape. For a stone when du¬ 
ly examined will be found to be a mountain in minia¬ 
ture, as a sparkling drop of dew may be regarded as a 
miniature sun. The fineness of the Creator's work 
is so exquisite that in a single stone a foot or more in 


diameter may 


lx 


compressd as many changes 


of form and structure on a small scale as have been 
needed for mountains on a large jscale. When moss is 


1 



is more 




taken for forests, grains of chrstal for crags 

♦ 

face of a stone, in by far the most instances, 
pleasingly interesting than the surface of* 
nary mountain by reason of more fantastic forms 
iclier colors. The moss does not conceal the form 
le rock but gathers over it in little brown bunches 
cushions made by mixed threads of dark ruby 



» 




i 




i 


m 





and gold, rounded over more subdued films 

r , with lightly crisped and curled edges 







c 
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autumn 



on fall cm leaves, and minute clusters 
upright orange stalks with pointed caps; and fibres 


< 


( 






een, gold and faint purple passing into black, 
owing with unimaginable fineness of gentle 
growth the undulations of the stone until the 









@n i* 




ed with color it can receive no 


more 


Then 


an> 




ace of 



rugged or cold or stern oi 





a rock is held to be at heart, the moss 
clothed with a soft dark robe, 
with arabesque of purple and silver. Though the moss 





be so meek in character, yet it was the tirst of Heav- 
ens mercies visible to our earth, at the opening of the 
red eruptive ages referred to elsewhere, veiling, as * it 
id, with silent softness, the first dintless rock. Moss 


is the most significant emblem of pity for the ruined, 
covering as it did with strange and tender honor the 
scarred disgrace of ruin, and laying quiet finger on the 
heaving, trembling stones to teach them rest, in which 

they now repose. Words have not been coined to ex- 

•#* 

# 

press really what the mosses are. No known words 
are delicate enough, perfect enough, or rich enough in 
their diction and significance to express what should 


be 



of the rounded mosses of furred and radiant 


green, the starred divisions of rubied bloom, fine film¬ 
ed as is the spirit could spin porphyry, as glass is spun 


w 





seemingly magic skill. Where can the phr 

in oratory or poetry to describe properly 













intricate silver and fringes of amber 
borescent, burnished through every fibre 

glory, traverses of silkei 
d pensive, and framed for simp 


1 
















of graceful duty. 


The 


mosses 






u 


i 




» the flowers, for May Queen crowns, 01 


ta 



incipient love as the buds are, hut 



i 





pill o w. 


make their nests, and wearie 
As the earth's first mercy, so 










flit 


& 







n 



earth's last gift to her 
When all other service is hopeless and vain from 
and tree, the soft moss and gray lichen take \ 
watch by the tombstone and the burial mound 
woods, the flowers, the gift hearing grapes and 
did their offices for a time, but the lichen and the moss 
do service forever. Trees for the builder's use, flowers 
for the bridal altar, cereals for the table, mosses for the 
grave. 





USES OF BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.—NOTES 

ON FORMATION OF THE C OUNTY. 


Section I V 


Wliat w 




rittens in sections 1st, 2d and 3d was dc 








» 



; upon our minds something 



# 




conception as to how interesting and instructive is 
story of the Divine providential leadings of our 








tral people, that guided them to homes in the 
forests. Moreover we endeavored to realize 
pressively beautiful was and is the heavenly handiwork 
manifested in fashioning, locating, and adorning 


“goodly 
to fall, ; 



1 






c 


>d has permitted our 





s 




rs us to hold as our pleasant 





What was written about the origin of our wonderfu 


region was 





illustrate what appears to have 
s method of working in His mysterious way 



14 k 




IS 


ivc wonders to perform. In virtue of which He 
moves and works upon the scheme of a continuous pro¬ 


gressive 



according to certain laws and 



means of resident forces, and it is our matured, stead¬ 
fast opinion that our Lord Jesus Uhrist, through the 
Eternal Spirit, is the Resident Force of the creative 
ages, and of Christianity pure and simple the great 

characteristic of the redemptive ages now in pro- 





COB 





unfolding. 

10 wiHOBf of recently liv 
roinarkB: “To live in the 





n» 


presence 




ei 


•a 


nf 




iB and eternal loves, to he led by permanent 




that is what keeps a man patient when 
nores him, and calm and unspoiled when 
praises him." 


w o 1 






10 w 
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One of the foremost statesmen of the United State 




in our day thus defines American civilization to 
that gradual amelioration of manners, and that im¬ 
provement of the human race in character which in¬ 
creases the comforts and happiness of mankind. 

If we know our own minds, it ever has 



n and 

still is our heart's desire and fervent prayer to give 
due heed to these Apostolic words: “Finally, brethren 
whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, 
of good report ; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things." 

We would enjoy ourselves, and have all others 
participate with us in that mental culture and soul ele¬ 
vation imparted by the teachings of ance 
purity of morals, and material civilization in 
sense and highest practical benefits. 

Now in this fourth section and what mav follow 






#/ 




paramount aim will be to urge ourselves to the < 

remembering every day and every hour that were it 



ren 




not for people,—men, women, and 
would not have been any materials for 
and were it not for people there woult 

our story; none to occupy and appreciate whatever is 







arid charming in our 




vironment. 
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What the soul is to the body, so are the people to anv 
country, and as the body without a pure soul becomes 
worse than useless, an offensive nuisance, so does a 
country without people of the proper tone and charac¬ 
ter. Hence it is that after all the people are the really 
important subject, whose history is intrinsically valuable 
for the purpose now in hand. The kind of people that 
are wanted and for which so many of our best citizens 
are so anxious to find and choose for leaders, are de¬ 
scribed in these pathetically earnest lines: 


fc God, give us men—a time like this demands 
High minds, great hearts, true faith and ready hands; 
Men whom the lust of office does not fill; 

Men who possess opinions and a will; 

Men who have honor; men who will not lie/' 


“For as the body without the spirit is dead," so a 
county without a live people is dead also. The poet 
Dante centuries since uttered an aphorism that had it 
been duly heeded would have increased the happiness 
our race immensely. It was to this purport. 
Knowledge and wisdom thrive on well remembered 
facts. In too many instances it is to be regretted 
that writers of history as well as interpreters of histor¬ 


ical writing have virtually assumed premises to deduce 


o 


facts when in their avowed honesty of purpose as ti 

and teachers of men they should have 










ed 



out the real facts and from truthful facts form 
emises for the arguments setting for 





* 


VloWS 




ungs 


Our aim was and we 



el sure 


that we have succeeded in learning and duly record in 
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in sections previous such facts that if well renie 
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our readers, they will be faver 

f =! 




# « 


f 


thriviner on 


















1 knowledge and wisdom as 

not only in this life, but in the 
In the light of the knowledge and wisdom sou 
be imparted by these sketches, it is fondly 
our readers will be helped in whatever efforts 

making to live clear of the sordid soilless commer¬ 
cialism or selfishness that threatens to prevail over the 
earth like waters on the face of the great deep, and 
which is so rapidly becoming the spirit of the age, and 
according to inspiration has ever shown itself as the 
procuring cause of wars and rumors of wars. 

And here we would pause and take special notice of 
the boys of Pocahontas County and present some 
thoughts to this effect: It is believed that there are a 
good many who would make fine men, were they to go 
about it in the proper manner. Most of them have bad 
their muscles well developed by the labors of the farm; 
many of them have been improved by attending school 
and pursuing their studies under more than ordinary 
difficulties, and thus developed practical common 


is* 


sense 


May it not be hoped, therefore, that all 



youths will aim to make the best of their opportunities 
and become first class in whatever calling 



mav 


make their life’s work. Diligence in business, ferven¬ 
cy in spirit, serving the Lord, will attain the highest 
uccess to be attained in the present state of existence 
and endeavor. Due respect for holy thing 



ginning of highest wisdom, and good 

that carry out the directions given 


3 


















of 


best off for 
inandnient 

To 

points 






lat is best for us to follow i 

the end it will appear that tin 
esent and future life who do 




i 









ourselves towards attaining satisfactory view 
owing studies in applied history, illus¬ 



trating principles pertinent to our ancestral history, are 
submitted to the studious consideration of all persons 
interested in our local historv, The writer feels sure 

•t 1 


that 



readers who may give such consideration to 
these studies will find their minds dulv broadened and 




will be qualified to realize more correctly the import 
and significance of the “short and simple annals'" 


of 


our pioneer ancestors by perceiving the ruling and 
guarding hand of God in the varied events of their lives. 
Though their minds influenced by their providental sur¬ 


roundings may have devised and planned theii 


wavs. 


yet it was the Lord that directed their steps and estab- 
ished their undertakings, and so, after all, the noblest 
study of living Pocahontas people is the 


studv of the 

•/ 


Pocahontas pioneer people who were used by the Di¬ 
vine Disposer of Events in shaping up affairs as we now 
lappily or otherwise find them to be in our day and 

And, moveover, it will be a salutary les- 

^ 1 «y 

in morals to be reminded that as we are so depend¬ 
ant upon those gone before, even so those who may 

will either be grateful for our having livet 





or may have memories bitter as the worm-woi 






t 





m 


None can possibly live unto themselves, 



while it may 











a solemn thing to remember this 
v, “walk humbly, love mercv 
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it, is a far more solemn thine not 




> 1 


emembei 


this and thus leave names to 
shame and tears. 



1 


§ 


emembered with 


The uses of historical studv mav be very 

•' ♦ * 

















iciously pursued. Its leading purpose 
enable each generation to benefit from the c 
of those who have lived before their times am, 
vance to higher lines of action, and have in vi 
aims, and thus be not obliged to start- afresh 
points occupied by predecessors when they entered < 
the duties of their day and generation. To make 
progress it is better, if possible, to 








in where those 


preceding us have left off, taking up the battle of life 
on the ground where they have fallen, and carry on 
the struggle towards final victory. 

Persons knowing but little of those gone before are 
very likel y to care but little of those coming after them. 
To such, who are careless about historical research, 
life seems a mere chain of sand, while life ought to 
a kind of electric chain, making our hearts throb 




v 




with the most ancient thoughts of the past 


as 


w r ell as the most distant hopes of the future. 


The 



tinuitv of history is something marvellous indeed 



virtue of this continuity it may be shown that 
many things that we owe to Babylon, Ninevah, 1 
Egypt, and Plnenicia. 

Those who carry watches derive from 









u 


«* 






ians the division of the hour into sixty 

i 

may have its faults, yet sue 

comes down to modern citizens from the 

nnans, and they derived it from Babylon 
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ision is strictly Babylonian. 













vision 







ms learned it in 
., Ptolemy gave the sexagesimal 
currency. Then in succeeding 
, when applying the -decimal system to 
ything else, respected the dial plates of out 

and let them retain their sixty Bah- 







At! 


Every person who lias ever written a 



is in¬ 


debted to the Romans and Greeks for the alphabet. 

The Greeks received their alphabet from the 



m- 


cians, and the Phoenicians learned theirs in 
Students in Phonetics all assert that ours is a verv im- 





may 

•/ 


Ik 


perfect alphabet, yet such as it has been and 

now, we owe it to the old Pluenicians and Egyptians. 

■- 

In every letter we trace with pen, pencil, or typewriter 

hieroglphic. 




an ancient 



The letter A has the face of the sacred ox, which tin 


read v 


to 


venerate with honors 




Egyptians were 
almost divine. 

As to what we lmiv owe the Persians; it mav seem 

*/ T #« 

that it could not be verv much, as tin* Persians wen* 
not a very inventive people, and the most of their 

wisdom they chiefly learned from their neigh¬ 
bors the Assyrians and Babylonians. Nevertheless we 





some 



in a wav they never 

«' «' 



We ought to thank the Persians from our inmost hearts 

ves to be defeated so 







Marathon. It is enough 

consider what the world would 
Persians conquered the Greeks 
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rful people. So far a 
of view, had the Persians 
, Greeks, Romans, Saxons 
nieriean people would have been Parsecs; 01 
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iro 


Woi 




uppers 


e ( 







Another thing to be remembered that w 
Persians is the relation or ratio of silver to 
nmetallic currency. This relation was, no d< 
arranged in Babylonia, as the talent was divided int< 


i 



, first 




sexa- 


sixty mina, and the inina into sixty 
gesimal system being applied to money as well as time. 
This system may owe its popularity to the fact that 
sixty has more divisors than most other numbers. This 
bimetallic arrangement of 13 to 1 assumed its practici 

M 

and historical importance in Persian financial 
and spread from them to the Greek colonies in Asia, 
and from there to America, where it has maintained 




;elf 

Wc 


toget 


by the continuity of history, and how, for good or foi 

t «/ «/ 7 * VO 

evil, we are what we are—not so much bv ourselves— 
1 «/ 


»t,:i # *. 


as by the toil, the sufferings, the conflicts, the c 
ter, and the achievements of those who came before us. 
Our true intellectual ancestors, whatever the 




may 


lave been composed of that coursed their veins, < 
>ones that formed their skulls. Philosopher 
us that the law of gravitation that orders am 
le course of the planetary worlds in 





over ns 





© 





ess journeys through the illimitab 
wise governs the destiny of the 

le seashore as effectively as 
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were 


K 




OK POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


H 




( 










So, in a sense, tlie continuity < 

1 f 

destiny of empires, hut lias its influence < 
as well. Hence it should he tin 


# 
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something of the past, 
us gained, construe the duties of 
act for the well being of tin* future. 



i 



reference to our ancestors, it may he inquired why 
did they come here' What were the impelling motives 


explaii 



their leaving the old world and seeking 


homes in the pathless regions of the western or new 


world' The 


to those 



sections of the earth in northern Europe, and suhse- 

northern America, whose climate's are of such 
a character that the seasons succeed each other in a 
manner as requires constant effort for existence. In 
such latitudes life is and always must he a struggle 
more or less arduous. There seems to he something in 
the air that makes the people who breathe it feel there 
is no time for rest. There must he always a toiling and 
a building up of ones own happiness out of the mate¬ 
rials possessed by their neighbors, for their own per¬ 
sonal self interest. Even when homes are as comfort¬ 
able as can he made, with all the available appliances 

, it is a question whether such persons 
have more real enjoyment in life titan the sons of the 



forest had in their wigwams or tepees on the vales 


I 


Pocahontas 
O win 








imatic influences, life with our ancestor 
continuous struggle for mere existence 





Accumulation of wealth hecaim 
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‘ uncertainties of oh 
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le 





USToRY OF POCAHONTAS C( 



-a m 9 



•» 


requirements peculiar to their complex socia 
The European climate with its long, cohl. 
winters in many localities, the difficulties o 





rearv 



t 




, the conflicting interests Ik 



T ec 



i 


m 





munities, developed the instinct of self preservation 
such an extent that most of the virtues 



i 


and many < 



* 

vices of European people can be traced back to clima¬ 
tic causes, The character we inherit was formed undei 



le influences mentioned, and so by inheritance, by ed¬ 
ucation, and bv necessity we are what we are, in large 
measure. 

The life of our ancestors in Europe and America was 
a lighting life; hence our highest ideal of life is a 

of action and endeavor. Hence our people work unti 

* 

they can work no longer, and are proud to die with 
the axe or plow handles in their hands, thus choosing 
rather to wear out than rust out. 

Nothing interests what we term the better and more 
respectable and prosperous element of our population 
than the history of what they or their ancestors have 

•/ t 

accomplished by diligence in business in rearing homes 
starting business enterprises, or in improving our com¬ 
monwealth. As the result of this restless character¬ 
istic, unsatisfying accumulation of earthly possessions, 
conveniences, and accomplishments, it comes almost 
naturally to imagine that human life is made perfect 
lerebv, and in many instances so attractive 

« 7 «/ 






sons 


bee 



lave been known to be sorrv to 1 

f' 

ered together by their energy 
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flee 
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Then, by way of contrast, let the subject in hand be 
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con 



ill® 
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orn another point of view. 



jranch o 





omul homes in a far different clinu 






ei 


t 







as life comes easy it goes easy. 

*y ” f/ 

influences the people are never tired of 

ournev from one village to anothei 



i 





a home or resting place permanently. 



(nice 


wt 



lem moralizing in this vein: “As a man ion 



m 


neying to another village may enjoy a night's r 
the open air, blit after leaving such a resting place fora 
night proceeds on his journey the next day; thus father 

mother, wife and wealth are all but a night's rest 




<ii % 


> us; so wise people do not cling to them forever. 

In one part of the world whence our ancestors came 
climate impresses the idea that manly vigor, silent en¬ 
durance, public spirit and domestic virtues illustrate an 

important feature of the destiny or mission humanity 
1 •/ 

has to fulfil on earth. In another part of the world 
whence many Americans trace their ancestry, the geni- 
al skies, balmy breezes and flowery vales illustrate or 
impress the idea that another phase of human nature, 
le passive, the meditative and reflectively sentimental 
that prompts people to look upward and outward to 
something not themselves. Thus time is had to inquire 
whether something could be understood of true signifi¬ 
cance 



io mystery we speak of as life on earth. 
The lines have fallen to us in places highly co 

development of both phases of human 




# — 





ar- 










icy w 


stimulate to makin 


lis article would so impress the readers 
v conduce to the contentment am 




th 


best of avuilabl 










ive, energetic, resolute and acquisi 
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jits of living, along with due 



ntion to what 


eve 





o motes meditative patient, seriously thou 




views of matters pertaining to the higher needs of in 

ct and spirit. This places within our reach 











ibilitv of presenting to the world noble examples 
around humanity with sound bodies and sount 
s. 

n reference to the ancestry of our people it may 
inferred that our citizenship is of a composite 

* 

ter, German, English, Irish, Scotch, and French. 

Such names as these, Lightner, Harper, Yeager, Ar- 
bogast, Ilerold, Ilalterman, Burr, Siple, Sheets, Case- 
bolt, Shrader, Burner, Sydenstricker, Varner, Heven- 
er, Cackley, Gunnn, Overholt, indicate German de¬ 
scent. 

Moore, Gillispie, McCarty, McLaughlin, Cochran, 
Waugh, llogsett, McNeel, Kerr, Lock ridge, Dren 
nan, Gay, McCollam, McCoy, Beard, Baxter, Slaven, 
Hannah, Hill, Kincaid, Irvine, McElwee, Wallace, 
Curry, Hamilton, Sharp, Friel, McCutcheon, im 
Scotch-Irish or English-Irish ancestry. 

Warwick, Matthews, Renick, Clark, Gibson, John 
son, Galford, Buckley, Kennison, Adkison, Barlow 
Gatewood, Jackson, Brown, Wood dell, Hull, C 
tuffield, Auldridge, Duncan, Beale, Sutton, 



IBM 






indicate English antecedants. 

Maupin, Ligon, Dover, Tacey, 
and Large are of French extraction. 



ev 




Bussard 


Poage, Pritchard, Price, Ruckman c 






Kce, Doyle, Kelley, Loury, C 





jio 
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eave us in no doubt that the Emerald Isle i 
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and affi 


and 













representatives of nationaltics have 

so that the characteristics of each 

T 

outcome is a composite citizenship, versatile in 

aptitudes, fitted for a destiny in 
mony with the progressive tendencies of that eventful 

the wonderful 19th century. 

is noticeable that the predominating element, as to 
numbers, trace their ancestry to the north of Ireland, 
and are either Scotch Irish or English Irish. This is 

explained in this manner. 

About 1611 there was a district in Ireland that was 
argely depopulated by forfeiture of lands when O'Neil 
Tyronne was defeated. Puritans from England and 
Reformers from Scotland were induced to occupy the 
abandoned property. These persons in turn had to 
seek elsewhere a refuge from oppression when there 
came a change in Irish affairs. Having been Scotch 
or English people living for a time in Ireland, they N 
were called Scotch- Irish. In common usage the term 
pplied to both English and Scotch, as the Scotch 

have largely predominated. 

About the time when on the lookout for a refuge, the 

Virginians wanted a living wall for protection against 

rorn beyond the Blue Ridge. Now when 

* 

known that Germans, Scoteh-Irish, 

French Hugenots were willing to settle on the frontier 











# 




were made by the Virginia co 










was not many years 


1732 to 



a 


line 




ements were formed, and the desiret 


A 



iving fortifications provided for 
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cour 



of fifteen or twenty years 





i 







e inviting sections of the 
reenbrier, and Pocahontas were 
number of enterprising families of the 
)eople, inured to hardships and famili 
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. These people had an experience of 
the frontier with its perilous emergencies 
of thirty or more years of danger that developed strong 
(dements of character along with a goodly degree of 
intellectual vigor. These people placed the highest 

m * 

value on education, and though their advantages were 
limited, they made the very best of their opportunities. 


The Scotch-Irish trend of 


religious belief 


gives 




high tone to the human intellect and awakens 
highest aspirations of man’s spirit nature; thus these 
early settlers had by inheritance the highest religious 
standard and the highest civilization of their times. 

All history teaches, more or less plainly, that God 
has established His worship and the ordinances of the 
kingdom that is coming, to sustain and nourish the re¬ 
ligious and intellectual life of His people. Now when- 

relierious or 






ever these are wanting or neglected, 
higher life becomes feeble. While, therefore, 
oneers of this region came from such an ance 
has been described, with such inherited proclivities 

not be considered strange the 
life and the comparative destitution or ne 
ious ordinances resulted in much irrclurion. 















consequent immorality. For all experience anc 




* 1 * 


vation go to show that when 
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orable oppoi 


do fall, t 



fall 



When people go back on their 



betwe 




m 1 1 





d of 








fill propensity. 

Nevertheless be it remembered to their never to 
forgotten praise there were persons among our ancest¬ 
ors whose piety was as pure gold refined, and many 

homes were reared where genuine godliness was main 

. Many of these settlers endeavored to cherish 
aditions of their covenanting ancestors, and of 
martyrs whose blood stained many a beautiful vale 
in Scotland, and thus tried to live as worthy sons and 

7 i' 

daughters of an ancestry so worthy. 

Now putting all that has appeared in these articles 
on applied history in review, we may learn something 
of the motives that impelled our ancestors to select 
their homes in this region. 

They possessed an energetic spirit that prompted 
them to desire a place where they could acquire a com¬ 
petency of earthly goods, so needful in times of disabil¬ 
ity, and for the decrepitude of advancing years. These 
people came among the mountains seeking refuge from 
civil 





religious wrongs, and have a sanctuary where 
could be worshipped, none daring to molest or 



make them afraid. They felt it a duty to provide 

their households, and here land was to be had in good- 



% 






sufficient to locate sons and daughters 

4 

parental home, so ardent were their 




These reflections on applied history are now submit 




HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 





OU 111 


om* readers for their consideration, to 

way most in harmony with theii 







T 



writer's ambition is that his people 





, and a future likewise, that in 
>raise and emulation. 
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“Should critics say my work is bad, 

I won't indulge in wail or woe. 

I’ll simply smile and go my way 
And say the critics do not know. 

“But should they pat me on the back, 

And say they think my work immense 
I'll take a rosier yiew of life 

To think they show such rare good sense." 


Affairs having so far progressed, the formation of a 
new county was mooted and due arrangements made. 
A resolution to that effect was passed by the Virginia 
Legislature, March, 1821. Thomas Mann Randolph 
was the Governor who signed the bill, and being a de¬ 
scendant of Pocahontas, “the virgin queen of a virgin 
world," as General Skeene used to speak of her, this 
may have had something to do with the name selected 
for the county. 

One of the most memorable days in the social and 
civil history of Pocahontas County was the 5th c 
March, 1822, when the first court was he 
dence of John Bradshaw, at Huntersville 
ment that stood where the Lightner House now 











John Jordan, William Poage, James Tallman 
ert Gay, John Baxter, George Burner, 

Tallman were present and handed in their commissions 
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le Peace, signed by Governor Randolph. 

r administered the oath of office, 
member qualifying four times, in virtue of which 
multiplied qualification the members of the new court 
were solemnly obligated to the faithful performance of 

official duties; fidelity to the Commonwealth of Virgin¬ 
ia; support the national Constitution; and oppose duel- 
ng. William Poage, Jr., then administered the four 
prescribed oaths to Colonel John Baxter, and 
lamation was made that the court was duly open, for 
business. 

John Jordan was sworn in as High Sheriff, giving 
bond for $30,000, with Abram and Isaac McNeel as 
sureties or bondsmen. Josiah Beard was appointed 
Clerk, with Thomas Beard, George Poage and James 
Tallman bondsmen, on a bond for $3,000. Johnson 
Reynolds, of Lewisburg, qualified as Attorney for the 
Commonwealth. Sampson L. Mathews was recom¬ 
mended for appointment as Surveyor of Lands. Wil- 

Hughes was appointed Constable for the Levels 
District, with William McNeel and Robert McClintock 
as sureties in a bond of $500. James Cooper was ap- 
>ointed Constable for the Head of Greenbrier, witl 



i 
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c 


iven 


and Samuel Hogsett as bondsmen. 



jse procee 




< 


iccupied the first day, and court 


m 






b 


n 



10 a. in. the following morning, 
convened March 0, L822, all 



T ere 


ft 







J 













Robert Gay. John Jordan, the 
the Court that his son Jonathan Jorda 
Deputy Sheriff. The motion prevaile< 

, whereupon the four oaths, as a 
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ascribed, were duly 
James Callison, William Edminsi 
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erk 

1m Hill 




Cochran, Alexander Wadde 
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Y 






Robert Moore, 

, William Sharp, William 



/ 


V 








oseph Wolfenberger were 
various roads, completed and prospective, in 
Robert (yav—still out of court—was ap 









Com¬ 
missioner of the Revenue. When informed of this ap¬ 
pointment he appeared in court and gave bond in $1000 

a 

with William Cackley and John Baxter sureties, where¬ 
upon he was duly qualified. 

Attorneys Cyrus Curry from Lexington, 

County, and Johnston Reynolds, from 
Greenbrier County, were licensed to practice law as 

the first two members of the Pocahontas Bar. 

* 

The next business transacted at this historic term of 
the court appears to have been the organization of 
127th Regiment of the State militia as a part of Vir¬ 
ginia military establishment. The folowing citizens 
were nominated as “fit and proper” to fill the requisite 




offices, and the Governor and Council were 
to issue commissions to them: John Baxter, Colonel; 

Blair. 



Benjamin Tallman, Lieutenant-C 
Major; Boone Tallman, William Ai 
Ilerold, Isaac Moore, and Milburn 
Andrew G. Mathews, Robert Warwick, 
gan, William Young, and James Rhea 













’cn, James Wanless, Si 



Y 




ft 
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am McNeel was recomme 
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Coroner. 

is W. Perkins was granted license to 


open 






Tlius organized, Pocahontas took her place 
counties of Virginia, and Huntersville was desig¬ 


nated for 




Seat. 


A location near Georerc 




axter's present residence, in the vicinity of what is 


now Edi 


© 






been selected by a committee on loca¬ 


tion and reported on favorably as the place for the per¬ 
manent location of the County Seat. Inducements by 
John Bradshaw were so enticing and favorable, ami 
the people at the head of Greenbrier so anxious on the 
subject, that Huntersville prevailed, and the report of 
the committee on location was overruled. 

In 1800 the population of the region coterminous 

with the present limits of Pocahontas County amount¬ 
ed to about one hundred and fifty-three persons, and 
were for the most part members of the first families 

had permanent homesteads, whose heads were 
John McNeel, Thomas McNeill, Moses Moore, Peter 
Lightner, Henry Harper, John Moore, Felix Grimes. 
Samuel Waugh, James Waugh, Aaron Moore, Robert 
Moore, Timothy McCarty, Robert Gay, Jeremiah 
Friel, Jacob Warwick, John Slaven, John Warwick, 
Sampson Mathews, Josiah Brown, John Sharp, Wil¬ 
iam Sharp, William Poage, John Baxter, Levi Moore, 
and John Bradshaw. 

From the census returns it appears that in 1830 the 





the county was 2,542; in 
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5 
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860, 3,058; in 1870, 4,061 
00, 6,813. in 1000, 8,572. 
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According to these official returns, the population of 
the county has increased from 254-2 in 1830, to 8572 in 
1900. The percentage of growth about 70. 

From 1830 to 1860, the period before the war be¬ 
tween the States, the percentage of gain was about 35. 
From 1860 to 1900 the percentage of gain was about 
53. From 1890 to 1900, the gain was 20 per cent, 
and was larger than any previous decade, and readily 
accounted for. 

The smallest rate of gain was between 1860 and 
1870, about 2 per cent. In this decade the war oc¬ 
curred. The next less rate of gain was between 1850 
and 1860—about 9 per cent. This indicates that just 
previous to the war the county was about ready to pro¬ 
gress backwards, such w T as the disposition of people to 
look for homes in the far West, and the western coun¬ 
ties of the State. 
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JACOB MARLIN AND STEPHEN SEW ALL, 

The first persons of English or Scotch-Irish anteced¬ 
ents to spend a winter in what is now Pocahontas 
Countv, were Marlin and Sewalh This was the winter 

1/ - 

of 1750—51. Their camp was in the delta formed by 
Marlin Run and a slough or drain near the east hank 
of Knapp's Creek. 

In the course of time—-having agreed to disagree— 
they separated and were found living apart, by Colonel 
Andrew Lewis, Marlin in the cabin and Sewall in a 
hollow tree. Upon expressing his surprise at this way 
of living apart, distant from the habitation of other hu¬ 
man beings, Sewall told him they differed in sentiments 
and since the separation there was more tranquility, or 
a better understanding, for now they were upon speak¬ 
ing terms, and upon each morning “it was good morn¬ 
ing, Mr Marlin, and ‘Good morning, Mr Sewall!' 
Under the new arrangement, Sewall crossed the 

slough, and instead of building another cabin, went 

* 

into a hollow sycamore tree on the west margin of the 
slough, quite near where the board walk now crosses, 
and about in line with a walnut tree now standing on 








of the drain and the coni 


10 UHL* 



ower part of this tree bore 
ance to a leaning Indian tepee. 


a wtriking 





The 


e 










e or six persons, and the writer 
in it for shade or for shelter from r 







At the top of the cone, some eight or ten feet from 

* 

the ground, the tree was not more than twenty inches 
in diameter, and at that height was chopped 
le year 1839, to avoid shading the crops. 



about 


Thu 



stump was left, a great convenience for shade or she 
ter, until it disappeared during the War, being proba¬ 
bly used for a camp fire. 

These persons differed, Sew all told Colonel Lewis, 


about their “relagian. v There is a traditional hint 
that “immersion" was the theme of contention. But 
it is more than probable that one was a conformist and 
the other a non-conformist to the thirty-nine articles of 
the English rubric. This is known to have been a very 
live question of those times, both before and after. 

This new arrangement did not last long, and Sewa 
in search of less molestation about his religion, with¬ 
drew about eisrht miles to a cave at the head of 



Bun, near Marvin. Thence he went fortv miles 

1 v 

on to Sewell Creek, west Greenbrier, and was 
uul slain by Indians. How impressively this i 
le evils of religious controversy, so called. 




i 






i i 


Against her foes religion well defends, 

Her sacred truths, but often fears her friends 


Ai 


earned, their pride: if weak theii 
leir heart's weakness who 

leads; 
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s 



e soundest 






OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 



But most she 



*s the controversial pen 



ms men, 


Who the blest Gospel's peaceful page explore. 


Only 



iglit against its precepts more. 


* 1 
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moreover 



r m 


this 



to re¬ 


call the fact that on the banks of Marlin's Hun is 

a little child that was dashed to 






bv a 




1 1 If I 



warrior in 17()5, when 
of Bath and Rockbridge men, seeking 
Mrs Mayse, her son Joseph, an unmarried woman with 
an infant in her arms, a Mr McClenachan, and some 
other captives. This burial place is a few rods diagon¬ 
ally from the east angle of Uriah Bird's barn on the 
margin of the rivulet. The infant corpse was buried 
at the foot of the tree where it had been found a few 
minutes after its death. The burial took place just a 
few hours later, before the pursuers set out on their re¬ 
turn. The grave was dug with hunting knives, hatch¬ 
ets, and naked fingers. The little body laid in its 
place very tenderly, and the grave partly tilled with 
earth. The covering of the grave was completed with 
rather heavy stones, to prevent foxes or other animals 
from getting at the remains. 

Thus died and was buried the first white child known 








v west of the Alleghanv Mountains. 

vears old, was 
« 

time, somewhere between the Island 













Draft. In 1 i 74 he fought in 
Pleasant, where he was wounded 






oin the injurv for fortv-six v 
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eg was amputated. He recovered, and live 
>er of years thereafter, a busy man of affairs. 
k serene and calm,' • April, 1840, in the 89th 




nuin 


let 


< 









state 


er 


In the Richmond Dispatch, April 14, 

lat the hist survivor of the Point 
is Ellis Hughes, who passed awav 



1 



IS 








in 1840, over ninety years of age. In early inanhoot 

he mav have lived in the Lower Levels of our 

Now if it was known what month Huges died in 

could be decided who was the last one of the veter 

* 

to bivouac in those “ 
with solemn round." 





silent tents" that Glory “guards 


MOSES MOORE 

* 

Moses Moore, the progenitor of the largest relation¬ 
ship of the name in the county, came from what is now 

t 

III ini her Ridge, Rockbridge County, Virginia. About 
1700 he was married to a Miss Elliot, a member of an¬ 
other Timber Ridge family. Their children were John 
born January 29, 17e2; James, born October 5, 1708; 
Margaret, born March 29, 1705; Moses, Jr., bornFeh- 


uary 8, 1709; Hannah, born June 0, 1771; 

>orn May 27, 1772; Phebe, born February 18, 1 
William, born September 18, 1784. 

At the time of the Drennan raid, when Janie 



•T 


4 



er 



le Bridger boys were killed, Moses 
iving on Svvago, in sight of what is now the 
lomestead. Phebe, his youngest daughter, 
ed liow the family refugeed to the fort at 


oore was 



1 



# 

/ 





b 






i 



>int 


ft 

< 


md while the Drenanns and Moores and others wen 
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passin 







mountain they 

*• 

Notch, when the ho vs wen 



h 



m 







J-C ion 



* it 1786 when Janies Baker, tlu 
in Pocahontas, was killed, 
le first years of his pioneer life in our n 
spent much of his time hunting and 

, upper Greenbrier River, 


i 







vicinity. He was a 



observer of In 





movements, and would make a careful s( 



foi 


Indian signs before resuming operations as the hunting 
seasons returned. The usual place for tin* Indians to 
cross the Greenbrier, in tin* hunting grounds mention¬ 



ed, was at a passage narrow enough for them to vault 
over with a long pole. He would take notice 
ingly which side of the river the vaulting-pole would 
he on, and' act accordingly. Finnally the Indians 
seemed to have found out his strategy, and thereupon 
vaulted the narrow passage and cunningly threw the 
pole back to the other side. 

This threw the hunter off his guard. It was Satur- 
urday; he set his traps, looked after the deer signs, and 

The venerable William Collins, 
, is sure that the camping spot was on 
now the Charley Collins place, on the Grecn- 

fhe Cassell fording, at a place near Tub 
was captured by the wily Indians, 
hunter’s purpose to pass the Sabbath 

repose and devotional reading of tin 
carried aland with him for company. 

roast about daylight, and was ri 
skin reading a lesson from 
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preparatory to a season of meditation 
fore breakfast, a habit so characteristic o 



prayer 


















niov 





1 


that period. He was interrupted 

stick, and upon looking intently 
in the direction whence the sound seemed to 
lie saw rive or six warriors aiming their guns 
ing cautiously upon him. 


Seeing there was no chance to escape, hemmed 
as he was, he threw up his hands and made 
them to come to him. He put the turkey before them 
and made signs for them to eat. By gestures and gut- 
teral grantings they gave him to understand that they 
would not touch it unless lie would eat some first. He 
did so, and thereupon they devoured it ravenously, and 
it was no time that scarcely a fragment remained, even 
of the bones. 

Soon as breakfast was over, they started for their 
home in Ohio. Having passed but a few miles, they 


P 1 


ey Spring. T1 

beautiful of its 


s afterwards called the Mos 
one of the most copious am 


of its kind—is near the residence of the late 
David McLaughlin, four or five miles up the Back Al~ 


Tin 


j 


prisoner was se 




leghany road from Driftwood. 

curely bound writh buffalo thongs and pinioned to 
ground. A detachment went off in the direction 
Driftwood, and were absent two or three hours. When 
the party returned they were loaded (low 
This w'as carried to a place, whefe another 





ore 


m 






the ore w T as smelted and re 



uci 


4 
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one could carry what had re<jiiire< 
iw material. 


in w'eight 
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The prisoner was taken as far as Ohilacothe and th( 


ft 
















ians seemed to have been greatly (dated over tliei 

so that as a special complime 
it was decided in solemn con 
to do with the prisoner, that the captive 
run the gauntlet. The Indians seem to have 
knywn of nothing so intensely amusing than running 
the gauntlet, and of no compliment more flattering to 
their favorite lady friends than have fhem to form the 
gauntlet lines, and leave it to them to torment the 

Accordingly two lines of squaws were drawn 
up about six or eight feet apart. One captive had pre¬ 
ceded Moore, who was stabbed, bruised and hacked to 

This made him think it was only death anv 



e. 




pieces. 

way. He entered the line and passed some distance, 
finally a squaw with a long handled frying pan sturck 
him. He wrenched the pan from her and knocked 
ler down with his fist and then striking left and right 
with the handle of the frying pan, he proceeded along 
ig lines, and many of tin 


( 


thei 


squaws ran away. 



4 ‘good soldier, 


* * 


When Moore had scattered them, the warriors crowded 
•ound him,patted and praised him, 
good soldier / 1 and decided that he should be allowe< 

By degrees he secured the confidence of his 



to live. 

captors. In hunting he was very successful and the 

was his keeper would give him ammunition, a 

he would secret. The supply of aminu- 
ually increased, and the time given him 








m m 













m 





as extended two or three davs. 
rations of powder and bullets and ex 


tension o 




r ft 


le ventured to make escape. 


1 
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t so far ahead that the Indians could see no hope- 
chance of recapturing him. 

It is nothing but just to remark Moses Moore is one 


of the pioneers of this county who will be amon 
longest remembered in the future by those intere 







1 


pioneer literature. Moses Moore's 



Cendant? 


lave probably cleared more land 



any one fami- 


y connexion; some of them have been and are promi¬ 
nent in public affairs. The following particulars were 
mainly furnished by the venerable Andrew Washington 
Moore, one of his grandsons, now (1001) in the 83rd 
year of his age, residing on Knapps Creek and occupy¬ 
ing a part of the old ancestral homestead. 


About 1770 Moses Moore settled on Knapps Creek, 
known at that period as Ewing's Creek, and so named 
in some of the old land papers. Traces of the original 
cabin remained for years in the meadow near the old 
orchard contiguous to Washington Moore's present res¬ 
idence. The tract of land purchased by Moses Moore 
from one Mr Ewing, for the consideration of two steel- 
traps and two pounds of 
from Andrew Herold's to Dennis Dever's gate by the 
roadside below the Francis Dover homestead. Besides 
other improvements, Mr Moore built a mill on 

, quarter of a mile from Isaac Brown Moore's 


English sterling, extended 




The Daughters of Moses Moore 



argaret Moore, remembered as a vc 


n* 


» 


stimable 



H !• 



married John Moore, a native of Pennsylvania 

*/ 

11 


and thev lived where David Moore now resides 


1 O! 




daughtei 



annuli was married t< 


) 



9 


tin Dillov 
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IV 



where Mrs Martha Dillev, relict o 

mj 1 




* 


Andrew Dilley, now lives. 








William Moore, married Miss Calahan, 
and settled where Jefferson Moore, 
on, now lives, whose wife was a Miss Grimes 
Margaret Moore’s son, James C. Moore, marriet; 

1 am, and lived on land occupied by 
son William. This excellent man was a 
Confederate soldier and died in battle near New Hope, 




Augu 



Comity, Ya., June 1864. 


Another of Margaret’s sons, John by name, married 
a Miss Hannah, of Elk, daughter of Dr John Hannah, 
ancestor of the Pocahontas Hannahs, and lived on the 
home place, now held by David Moore. A grandson, 
Joseph Moore, lives between Frost and Glade Hill. 
Near his residence the spot is pointed out where Rev 
Henry Arbogast was slain during file Civil War. 

Hannah Moore, daughter of Moses, was married to 
Abram Duffield, on Stony Creek, the ancestor of the 
Pocahontas Duffields. 

Phebe Moore, another daughter, became Mrs Jona¬ 
than McNeill on Swago. She was a person highly es¬ 
teemed for her piety, sound sense, and business energy. 
For veart she attended the mill, one of the best of its 

that time,—in the twenties and thirties. Some¬ 
times that mill would have to run day and night, to 
supply the custom and avoid grinding on the Sabbath 




day 


There used to be a saying that “an honest miller 

m of his right hand.” Were 



s right hand would have 












would have been. 



There was a liebecca Moore, who was marine 





Mr 






e, and lived in Rockbridge. 


The Sons of Moses Moore. 


Robert married a Miss McCollam 



lived at Edrav 


4 ' 


where William Sharp now lives. Rev Geo. P. Moore 
is a great grandson of Moses Moore, also Samuel R. 
Moore, both residents of Ed ray. 

Aaron Moore lived on the Greenbrier, three or four 
miles above Marlinton. His wife was Catherine John¬ 
son, daughter of John Johnson, who lived on the 


Place, a mile north of 


( 



§> 



Moore, on Brown's Creek, and Jacob S. Moore, 

Elk, are great-grandsons of Moses Moore, the pioneer. 

Moses Moore, Jr., emigrated to Kentucky. 

William Moore married Christina Bods, of Rock¬ 
bridge County, and lived on Stony Creek on the place 
now occupied by the family of the late Dr Page Carter. 

Their daughter, Margaret, became the wife of the 
late Colonel John W. Ruckman of Mill Point. 

Another daughter, Jennie, was married to Captain 
William D. Hefner, who died in battle at Lewisburg 
during the War. 

Their son, Rev James E. Moore, was 
known Methodist minister. 

John Moore, another son of the pioneer, man 
Miss McClung, of Greenbrier County, 

Mt Vernon, Knapp's Creek. Their dau 
married John Lightner, near Hightown, 

County. Another daughter, Elizabeth, became 
Jacob Lightner, and lived where the late 
























er had hi 




was a son, John Moor 



who 


18 years. 

Moore, son of Moses, settled near 
lome now occupied by I. B. Moore. IIis w 







Margaret Wilson, from the vicinity of the Old Stone 


Church, Augusta County. Their children were Ches- 

Preston, Malinda, who became Mrs Samuel Har- 

Matilda, who became Mrs John 




per; 

Baker; Isaac, Jr., and Moses. 

Chesley married a daughter of the late Colonel John 
Hill, for whom Hillsboro was named. After her death 


Chesley married Miss Wanless, on Back Alleghany. 

Andrew Washington Moore first married Anna, 
daughter of Henry Harper, of Sunset, and settled on a 
part of the Knapp s Creek homestead. His second 
marriage was with Margaret Jane, daughter of the late 
John Dever, of Highland County. 

Isaac Moore, Jr., lived at Dunmore. He and a cit¬ 
izen named Dunkum bought from Andrew G. Mathews 
Ills fine farm, and divided it. Out of their names they 
jointly coined the word Dunmore and so named the 
postoffice, which had been previously named Mathews- 

Isaac Moore married Alcinda Arbogast, daugh- 
the late William Arbogast of Green Bank. Their 


ville 



daughters are Mrs George H. Moffett, of Parkersbur 



1 


and 




Mrs Dr Charles L. Austin of Green Bank. 



« 




Their sons are C. Forrest, Harry, Ernest, and Rice. 

of Pocahontas County. Judge C. 
at Covington, Va. He presided 

llady 



t 




at the 
Inn. Ya 




m 




Goodman for fatally shoting, at 

Parsons, the proprietor o 
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ural Bridge. At present he is Attorney for the Cov¬ 
ington Paper Mills. He has been largely instrumental 
in bringing the varied resources of our county into 
practical notice. Forrest Depot is named for him. 

Moses Moore lived on the home place. His wife 
was Isabella, a daughter of Thomas Campbell of High¬ 
land County, and still survives her lamented husband, 
who was a person eminent for his Christian character. 
She has her home with her son 1 . Brown Moore, who 
was recently (1)8-913 ) a member of the West Virginia 
Legislature. 

The study of pioneer history is deeply inter¬ 
esting, and very beneficial when the reader traces 
the lines of descent, and duly reflects upon the contrast 
of what has been and what is now. By doing so in¬ 
telligently, we are prepared to some extent to realize 
what is due the memory of those whose bravery, in¬ 
dustry, and selfnenial made it possible for us to have 
the comforts we now enjoy. 

As long as tho Moores retain their characteristic in¬ 
dustry, prudent economy, honesty in their dealings, 
and pious proclivities, they will be a blessing to our 
county in the future, as they have been in the past, and 
are now. 


RICHARD HILL, 

Richard Hill, whose ancestral blood com 
veins of a great many worthy citizens, now 






m 



notice in this paper. 


It 


is gene 





T 



ie came to this region soon after the armies of 





olution were disbanded, from North Carolina. 



e was 





more distinguished of the early pioneers as 
a scout and a vigilant defender of the forts. 

Upon his marriage with Nancy McNeel, daughter of 
venerated pioneer of the Levels, John McNeel, he 



on Hill's Creek, on lands lately oceupie 
Abram Hill's family. As long as Hill's Creek 
and murmurs his name will be perpetuated. 





e 


Ther 

were three daughters, Elizabeth, Martha, and Marga- 

seven sons. Thomas, John, Abraham, Isaac, 




William, Joel, and George. 

Elizabeth became Mrs John Bruffev, and lived on 
Bruffey's Creek. In reference to her family the fol¬ 
lowing particulars are given. Nancy Bruffey married 
Levi Hooker, from ( onnectciut, a dealer in clocks, and 

vsettled in Missouri. Eliza Bruffey became Mrs Robert 

«/ 

Moore, near Edrav. Late in lire her family went to 

7 ^ €/ 

Iowa. George P. Moore, now of Edray, is one of her 

* 

sons. Davis and Clark were the other two, now in 

Iowa. 

Martha Bruffey married James Ewing, and livet 
some years near Marlinton, and finally settled in Nich¬ 
olas County, West Virginia. 

Margaret Bruffey married Morgan Anderson, now of 

Hills Creek. 

Julia Bruffey was married to William McClure, on 

's Creek. 

married Claiborne Blaine and wei 




west 



Bruffev was married to Wesley Cruikslmn 




s' 



went west 
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Bradford Bruffey married Miss Mary 
Greenbrier. T. A. Bruffey and Mrs Ida 
his children. 





t 







Murray Bruffey married Miss Lizzie Crai 

in Nicholas County. 

1 / 

John Bruffey, Jr., married Maggie Hill, daughter o 
George Hill, son of the pioneer. 



Martha Hill was married to George 
Greenbrier County, near Falling Spring. In reference 




to her family the following particulars are in hand: 

a 

Richard Gillilan married Miss Mary 
lived near Frankford. Richard’s daughter, Jennie, i 
now Mrs Wallace Warwick Beard, of Hillsboro 


An 

other daughter, Sarah, became Mrs Stuart, and went 
west; and another daughter, Mattie, was married to 
Cyrus McClung, of Frankford. 

Margaret Hill, daughter of the pioneer, was married 
to Samuel Gillilan, brother of George Gillilan, just 
mentioned, and settled in Illinois. Her children were 
Electa, Talitha, Nancy, Lydia, John, Samuel, and 
Shadrach Chaney. Shadrach Chaney, while a mere 
boy, was sent to mill, and was killed upon his arrival 
at the mill bv another lad, who claimed to be in ahead 

t/ / 

of Shadrach. His mother’s grief was inexpressible, as 
may be readily believed. 

Thomas Hill, in his day a very prominent citizen 
Pocahontas, married Anne Cackley, 
entine Cackley, Sr., of Mill Point. First 
Hills Creek, and then located near Hillsboro, 

of his life. Their family were 
*ee sons: Martha, Mary, 







of Yal 
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Lavinia, William, Richard, and George. 

Colonel John Hill married Elizabeth Poage, and liv¬ 
ed near Hillsboro. When far advanced in years, he 
migrated to Missouri, and located in Davies County. 
So many families from this region have goue to that 
county that it might be called the Missouri Pocahontas. 
In this family were seven sons and four daughters. 
Margaret, who became Mrs Chesly K. Moore; Nancy, 
(Mrs William McMillion); Elizabeth and Mary, who 
married in Missouri. The sons were Richard, William, 
John, Thomas, Robert, Davis, and George. 

Abraham Hill married Sallie Burr, daughter of 
Aaron Burr, of Greenbrier County, and lived on the 
old Hill homestead. In his family were nine sons and 
one daughter. John, Richard, Thomas, George, Aa¬ 
ron, Joel, Doctor, Peter, William, and Rebecca. This 
daughter was first married to the late William Cackley, 
near Mill Point. She is now Mrs A. J. Overholt. 
Lee Cackley is her son, living on Stamping Creek. 

The writer remembers Abraham Hill with feelings of 
strong attachment, for many reasons. He wrote me 
several letters while I was a student at college, mani¬ 
festing great interest in my personal welfare and speak- 
iug words of Christian encouragement, all of which 1 
reciprocated to the best of my abiiity. He came near 
sudden death while baiting for wolves with poison. A 
puff of wind blew some of the strychnine into his face; 
lie never recovered fully from the effects, though he 
survived many years. 

Isaac Hill did his wooing in the Lower Levels, and 
won the confidence and affections of Jennie Edmiston, 




and settled on Hills Creek. Two son 

composed his family: Nancy, Re 
and Richard. 

William Hill, son of Richard, mar 













near Locust, and settled in Nicholas 

* 

were three sons and two daughters 
Elizabeth, Nancy, John, Archibald, and Josep 
Joel Hill, son of the pioneer, paid a number 







m 




Greenbrier County 


he came home 



wife, Rebecca Levisay, his friends found 
ttraction had been. In this 



and two sons. 
H. Clark: Ann 


family were six 

Mary Frances is now Mrs 
iliza was married to Oscar 

married to 


Groves, of Nicholas County; Martha was mar 
Mansfield Groves, of the same county; Melinda became 
Mrs Levi Gay, near Marlin ton, first wife; Caroline was 
married to D. A. Peck, first wife. Tier daughter is 


C 


Mrs Adam Young. Lucy was married to Will 
y. Mrs T. A. Bruffey is another daughter. 


War 


Hill was in Missouri at the breaking out of 
Being suspected for cherishing Confederate 


sympathies, he was slain by 


Union 


sans. 




Richard Washington Hill married Margaret Watt 
of Greenbrier County, and lives on the 

served a term as Sheriff of Pocahontas County. 

George Hill, son of Richard Hill of honored memo 
. married Martha Edmistou. He was marr 





By 









rst marriage there were four son 
arct, Franklin, Claiborne, 

HilFs second marriage was 
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becca Cruikshanks. By this marriage there were 
sons and two daughters: Henrietta, Minnie, Wa 
Joel, Chalmers, and Sterling. 




day 









The writer was at C 


ill's home when he returned from the buria 
his father, and listened for hours to his reminiscences 


o 




rand old father; but alas, so much has faded 

•a 

his memory that he would like to write. 



Richard Hill, whose family history we have just en¬ 
deavored to illustrate, with the assistance of our la¬ 
mented friend, Mrs Nancy Callison, his worthy grand¬ 
daughter, seems to have keen endowed with a charmed 
life. It would be better to say that in the providence 
of God he had a mission to perform, and was immortal 
until that service should be accomplished. 

The Indian brave that slew James Baker, one of the 
first schoolmasters in this region, had shrewdly plan¬ 
ned to shoot Baker in the act of crossing the fence and 
kill Richard Hill with his tomahawk before he could 
be able to recross and escape to the Drennan house, 


near Levi Gays. 

While Richard Hill was repairing his broken rake in 
te rye field at Ed ray, near the grave yard, an Indian 




len tree top aimed repeatedly at his 

and put his finger on the trigger time and again 


•e 



c 



ever) 1 
















m 





seemed to restrain him 

it was the Great Spirit, and seemec 
d not do to kill a friend of t 
incur his anger. 


Tin 





*t\* 
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* 

Then while scouting in the mountains toward Gauley 


le was thrice aroused by alarming dream 
morninsr dawned he discovered tliat ai 


1 







m 













three times to steal upon him and 
le was asleep. 

There is also a tradition that a detachment 
dians were in ambush for several days near Mr 
lome on Hill's Creek, for the special object of captor- 

t 

ing or killing him, as they had come to feel there 
would be little or no use to raid this region while 
was alive or at large- They had taken np the 
that the owner of such a nice house would dress much 
better than anybody else, and would not work with his 
own hands. They saw men at work in reach of their 
guns, but none of them dressed to suit their ideas as 
to how Mr Hill would be attired. It so turned out that 
Mr Hill was one of the hands, and it was his workday 

7 mi 



<ii •essthat beguiled the Indians and prevented his being 
shot at or captured. 

Richard Hill was one of nature's noblemen, who re¬ 
lied more on pure, genuine character than mere 
ticial appearances, and therein lay the secret of his 



safety and success. A pure character and 


a 


genteel 


appearance make a lovely sight, but a genteel exterioi 
and an impure character make a nuisance 



sun 



unendurable to all except human John 





vultures 


ADAM ARBOGAST# 





u 




















Times. 
Fort 


1 



nition in these short and sim 

, the original progenitor 
in Pendleton and Pocahontas was 

have been one of the ori 
what is now Highland Comity, in “Indian 
He settled there some time previous to 1758. 

on South Branch, about twelve miles 






northeast of Franklin, was the chief place of refuge for 
all the pioneers in that section when there was danger 



of being pillaged, slain, or carried into captivity by 
raiding parties of Indians, led for the most part bv 
Killbuck. Captain Seybert is reported to have made 
le remark, when his fort was taken in 1758, that if 
the Arbogasts had been there he could have held the 
place in spite of the Indians. 

Michael Arbogast had seven sons: Adam, 

Henry, John, Michael, David, and Peter,—the two 
last named were twins. The sons, excepting John, 
were all very powerful and stalwart in their physique, 
and were often more than two hundred pounds in 
weight. 

Adam Arbogast married Margaret (Peggy) 

of Adam Hull, near Ilevener’s Store in what 
ighland County, Va. They came to the head 

•ier, near Travellers Repose, in 1706, 
on the place now occupied by Paul McNee 








and 

Yeager. Here he built up a home in the primitive 




1 




ed his family. 


His 


sons were 



« 


n 



m in 





Adam, and Jacob. The dau 




i 


were 



, Elizabeth, Mary, Barbara, and Catherine 








lerine died in vouth. 


In 


r 



n* 
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Margaret, daughter of Benjamin Arbogast, Sr., be¬ 
came Mrs John Yeager, late of Alleghany Mountain, 
of whose family fuller particulars may be looked for in 
the Yeager Sketches. 

Mary (Polly) married Hamilton Stalnaker and lived 
in Randolph. 

Another daughter of Benjamin Arbogast became 
Mrs Henry Wade on Back Creek. In rererence toiler 
family the following particulars are in hand: 

Benjamin Wade was a physician and settled in Mis¬ 
souri. 

John Wade was also a physician and lives at Burns¬ 
ville, Braxton County, where Wilson Wade also lives. 

Madora Wade, now Mrs Gawyne Hamilton, lives in 
Braxton. 

Naomi Wade married Joseph Gillespie, and also 
lives in Braxton. 

Harriet Wade became the second wife of William 
Cooper, near Green .Bank. 

Delilah Wade became Mrs Joseph Wooddell, near 
Green Bank. In reference to her children are these 
particulars: 

Clark Wooddell lives in Renick's Valley. 

Preston Wooddell, a gallant Confederate soldier, 
was slain in the battle of Winchester. 




POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
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1 





W arwick Wooddell was killed at the battle of Cold 
Harbor. Aaron Wooddell was also a Con rederate sol¬ 
dier. 

John Arbogast, a sou of Benjamin Arbogast, 

near Glade hill by a falling tree. Joel 
bogast, his son, is a prosperous farmer in Kansas. 

William Arbogast, of Adam the pioneer, marriet 
Jane Tallman and lived at Green Bank. Frequent ant 
fuller references to him and his family appear in other 
papers. 

Jacob Hull Arbogast, of Adam the pioneer, married 
Elizabeth Wiison Bright, of Highlrnd, and settled on 
the West Branch of the Upper Greenbrier, on the 
place now in possession of Colonel J. T. McGraw. 
His family consisted of four sons and three daughters. 

Margaret became Mrs Levi H. Campbell, and lives 
in Elkins. 

Eliza Jane is Mrs Adam Shuev’ and lives at Fisher- 




ville, Augusta County. 

Harriet Elizabeth is now Mrs B. M. Yeager at Mar- 
linton. B. M. Yeager is a widely known citizen of 
our county as aland .agent, railway promoter and man¬ 
ager for the Pocahontas Development Company. 

Paul McNeel Arbogast married Amanda Bucher, 
and lives on the Greenbrier not far from the homestead 

Jacob Lee Arbogast married Otey Riley, and at the 
time of his recent decease was a merchant at Travellers 


Repose 


m 



Barton Arbogast lives at Travellers 



>or< 


Jacob H. Arbogact was a man of very interesting 

He was of untiring energy, and in his 


person 
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1 


name 


time was an extensive dealer in wild land, 
frequently appears in the court records a party to some 
of the most important and warmly contested land 



gation that ever transpired at the Pocahonta 



H e 
and 









was an ardent supporter of the Confederate can 

service in the home guards. In the 
war, a few days after the repulse of Pegram on 
Rich Mountain, in 1861 he refugeed with his family to 
the East and spent most of the war times in Augusta 
County. He carried but little with him, and so lost 


his household effects and live stock along with his 
dwelling. * In 1865 he returned and began life afresh 
at the old Greenbrier homestead. But few places in 
West Virginia were more completely desolated than the 
head of Greenbrier by the ravages of war. 

Adam Arbogast, Jr., of Adam, the pioneer, first 
married Rachel Gregg, or Zebulon Gregg, and settled 
near the homestead. There was one son by this mar¬ 
riage, Napoleon Bonaparte. v The second marriage was 
with Sarah McDaniel. In reference to the children 
the second marriage the following particulars are given: 

Huldah married Paul Me Neel Yeager, and lives at 
Travelers Repose. 

Eliza Arbogast became Mrs Frank McE 
lives at Elkins. 

Alice Arbogast married Early Snyder [ 

Crabbottom. 

Rrchel became Mrs C. C. Arbogast and lives 








Ella is now Mrs Benjamin Fleis 

Highland. 




<8 



r 


es in 
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Ada died in youth. 

®/ 

The son Peter D. Arbogast married Hodic Burner, 
lived awhile at Arbovale, was a Justice of the Peace: 
lie lately resigned and is now studying medicine at the 

University of Virginia. 

Adam Arbogast, the pioneer, lived to be nearly one 
hundred years old. e recovered his second sight and 

for years had no need of eye-glasses. Coming to this 
region early as he did, and having grown up in the 
period of Indian troubles, he had many thrilling ad¬ 
ventures to relate. Upon one occasion his dogs treed 
a panther in an immense hemlock tree for which the 
upper Greenbrier is so celebrated. He called on John 
Yeager, his nearest neighbor, for assistance in captur¬ 
ing the dangerous animal, one of the largest of its kind- 
John Yeager was a famous and fearless climber of 
forest trees. A torch was procured and he began to 
climb, holding it in one hand. When he had located 
the panther, he laid the torch on two limbs, descended 
the tree until ne could reach the rifle that Mr Arbogast 
had loaded and primed for him, He thereupon re¬ 
turned to his torch and by its light shot and killed his 
game. 

Upon one occasion the pioneer had arranged for a 

bear hunt on Burner's Mountain. When reaching the 

point designated, he was disappointed in not meeting 
his hunter friends. He killed a bear however, and as 
it was growing late and there were signs of a coming 
storm, he went into shelter, and soon a hurricane oc¬ 
curred. The next morning he sound there was not a 
standing tree anywhere near; the dog was gone, the 
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under fallen timber, the gun broke 





was safe without a ser 



or 







o home for an axe to chop the tree 

to bring it in. 








get 

What gives these stories their interest 
as he told it. Like the Father o 

m 

Adam Arbogast could not and would not te 
but the truth as he saw it. 








ROBERT GAY, 

Robert Gay, Esq., the subject of this sketch, was 
one of the most prominent personalities of his time in 
the affairs of early pioneer days. He was a native of 
Augusta County, and was brought up to manhood on 
the banks of the Calf Pasture River, between Deerfield 
and Goshen. Just before the Revolution he came to 
tins region and settled first on Brown’s Creek. 

His first wife was Hannah oore, daughter of Levi 
Moore, Senior, who homesteaded and settled the place 
near Frost now occupied by the family df the late Sam¬ 
uel Gibson, Esq. 

Afterwards Mr Gay located on the east bank of the 
Greenbrier, about opposite fhe mouth of Stony Creek, 
near Marl in ton. Subsequently he built a new house 
on the west bank, traces of which are yet visible at the 
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pioneer spent 



ast years. 




He figured prominently in the organization o 


K 


i 




a brave patriot, and 



known 



esteemed. He was a special friend ot 



Wai 







eo mi 



.M 



r, and pleasant relations have ever ex- 

een the descendants of the two old pioneer 

and attached personal friends. 

Mrs Robert Gay reared a worthy family of 

1 / « «> 

six sons and three daughters. The sons were Samuel, 

, John, Andrew, Robert, and James; the daugh¬ 
ters were Jennie, Sallie, and Agnes. 

Jennie married William Cacklev, one of the most 



prominent citizens of his time, and lived 


many years 

f €■■ 


near Huntersville, on the place now owned by the fain* 
ily of the late Joseph Loury, Ksq. Mr Cacklev finally 

moved to Missouri, late in life. 

* 

Sally became the wife of James Bridger, and for a 
ong while lived at the Bridger Place, higher up the 
Greenbrier. This family went to Iowa. 




Agnes married Alexander Gillilan, and her family 
moved to Missouri. 


Samuel Gav married Alice Cacklev, eldest daught 


er 




ve Cacklev and Pollv his wife, who came from 

mt * } a 4 


near 


1778. 

son, on 
Two o 


urm 


on her 


1 




lester, and located ar Mill Point, about 
Joseph C. Gay, on Elk, and Mrs Polly 

Field Fork of Flk, are their children. 
* sons, Georgy and William, were slain 






ie War. Hannah sacrificed her life waiting 
friends and relatives during the War. 







* 






Cr 




m 


irst wife of the late Jacob Waug 
. Waugh and Mrs A. Coo 




« 

c 
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C 





•w 


ler cliildrc 





m 



(tji y married Susan Lightne 





il 



ft 





it* 


j 


ightner ami Alcinda 





it* 





K 

Li 



s Creek. This son lived sever 
on the farm now occupied by 




i 








Afterwards lie moved to Iowa, and pi 



John 

►in C 


Miss Margaret B. Clark, a 



*'■ 


County, Mai 

i 7 





spent his 



ife on the old homestead near Marl inton. 
James Gav married Miss Abbie Callison, 

y 

the late Mrs Julia Poage, of Poage's Lane. 



ii® 







and Quincy Poage, well known citizens, are her ne 



ews. 


This humble effort is put forth to perpetuate the 


memory of a ver\ 

«/ t > 

his country could 


thy n 
upon 


In 


pc 


* g i 


and in wai 


lim. He belonged to that 
Washington thought in a 


dark hour when he exclaimed: 


but 


and rear it on the mountains of West Augusta, and 
will rally around me the men that will lift mv bleeding 

«/ > V 1 

country front the dust and set her free!"" 

Having reared a very worthy family, having 





prominent in public service in this section of 
before and since the organization of the county o 
cahontas, his life came to a close March 
His remains were borne to the old burying gr 
Stony Creek, near the Ed ray crossing, in sigl 


m 







j 








O' 




Mrs Hannah Gav survived him in 






mil twenty-five years. In August, 1859, on 
to Sally Bridger, something happened to em 





visit 

the 
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them and before 


ing out to see, she was attacked b\ 
could be rescued she was fatal 1\ 



9 • 


injur 


c 



















died August 15, 1851), at a very 

lie to rest at the side of hei 
ms passed away one of whom it 
manv that she was one of the “best old la 



dies 

T 

whe 




ever lived in her neighborhood/' 
writer cordially agrees with that sentiment, 
le remembers how kind, and even 
she was toward him while he was a mere youth. 
“Keep on trying to do right, Billy,—there will be bet¬ 
el* times for vou some dav/’ These words he fondly 




treasures in his memory, and for fifty years has seen 

«/ 7 «, 

and felt how wise and useful such words are. 


BENJAMIN ARBOGAST. 

This paper is composed of fragmentary notices of 
one of the early settlers of the Glade Hill neighbor¬ 
hood. Benjamin Arbogast, Senior, the progenitor of 
a well known branch of the Arbogast relationship, set¬ 
tled early in the century near Glade Hill, on the lands 
now in possession of Cornelius Bussard, Clark Dilley, 
and others. In his home * were five sons and three 
daughters: Henry, Solomon, John, Adam, Benjamin, 







v, and Delilah. 

%> 1 

became Mrs Jonathn aPotts, and lived 









«/ 


the second wife of Ralph Wanless, neai 


i 






i 



* 


» 





married to Joseph Wooddell, neai 



i 







s 



mam ago was w 



Fro 
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Pugh, of same vicinity. 

* 

In reference to the sons, we have t 


9 




owing 


p a r 


ticulars, gathered from a variety 


< 



sources 




♦ 





1 


• i 



oino 





t 






ami 




Henry Arbogast married Anna 
"reek, and settled on a part of the 
sons Warwick and Newton died while young, 
son married Sarah Grimes, and settled on Elk. 

Marshall Arbogast married Rachel Nottinghan 
ives in Randolph County. 

Sally Arbogast became the wife of George Arbo 
and lives near Glade Hill. 

Margaret w r as married to Martin Clark Dillev, am 
lives on part of the homestead. 

Minta became Mrs Bud Stalnaker, and lives in Ran¬ 
dolph County. 

Henry Arbogast was a person of high natural en¬ 
dowments; was widelv known in our countv, and was 

J «/ 0 , 7 

greatly respected for many good qualities. He was 
local preacher in the pale of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and “cried aloud and spared not 1 when de¬ 
nouncing the fashionable foibles of his times. The 
writer once heard him preach a sermon from the text: 

I 

“Pray without ceasing.' 1 The sermon was largely tak¬ 
en up in a description of the Magic Carpet, we read 
about in the Arabian Nights Entertainment, am 
used it as an illustration, showing that 

soul has in prayer something far more to the 
than the magic carpet ever was or could 
an enthusiast in his religious views. 












To 


mn 




was the chief of all the prevailing “isms 


mmS 




one “ism" that was “altogether love 




and he 
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o 1 1 rt 



no seer 


m 










f <31 ft 




een the States lie was a sincere 









tii less sympathizer with 
seen alive he and his neighbo 


T ■ 




11 • 
I 


Buzzard were in charge of a squad of persons claiming 

Confederate Scouts. A few days afterwards these 







two civilians were found dead near the roadside, about 
half wav from their homes towards Frost. From the 

t/ 

attitude in which his bodv was found it is inferred that 

S' 

he died in the act of prayer, heeding the text referred 

> above. 

Solomon Arbogast married Nancy Nottingham, and 
ived on part of the homestead. In reference to hi 
family the following particulars are noted: 

Allen first married a Miss Curry; his second mar¬ 
riage was with a Miss Gillespie. • 

George married Sal lie Arbogast. 

Charles was a Union soldier and died in the war. 
Lizzie married Gilmer Sharp ami lives near Frost. 
Mary married William Cooper, near Green Bank. 
Rachel became Mrs Samuel Sutton and lives beyond 
Green Bank. 

Caroline first married the late dames Ruckman; her 

marriage was to Michael Scales, and lived near 



M 



John 







>gast, son of Benjamin, Sr., married 

eager and lived near Glade Hill. He was kill¬ 


ed by a falling tree, leaving a widow and three sons 


Adam Arbogast married Clarissa Sutton, and 


$ 


ivet 


near 



reen Bank. They were the parents of 





k 


and three daughters: John, Brown, Christopher 
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ed, Dorinda, now Mrs Davit 
who became Mrs James Sutton; am 
Trace, all three near Green Bank. 

W1 ten a little girl, Mrs Clarissa Ai 

m crushed in a cider mill. She was givei 







mma. now 



9 








• 1 It 






K 


bv 


le physician sent for from an adjoining county 






c 


The late Captain John McEHvee, ancestor of the 
Elwee relationship in our county, had the nerve to 
his joint saw and razor and amputate the arm a 
the mortified part. The patient recovered and livec 
rear the five sons and three daughters just namet 
What Mrs Arbogast could not do with her good le 
arm in housekeeping was not worth doing. She die 
quite recently. 

Benjamin Arbogast, of Benjamin, Senior, married 
Miss Gibbons, a sister of the gallant Colonel S. B. 
Gibbons, Tenth Virginia Infantry, who died May 6th, 

1862, on the McDowell battle field,—shot through the 
head the moment he reached the line of fire, leading 
his men into action. 



♦ 

Benjamin Arbogast, Junior, was one of the 
markable persons that ever lived in our county. 

I 

attaining his majority he was appointed constable 
le magnified his office and 


•e 


l r pon 




it for 

worth. He frequented the courts, and scenic 

been infatuated with the law vers of loose h 

#' 

alcoholic propensities, and proficient in 

our kings. He aspired to the 
mg them at their own game, for they 

























what a gentleman should be. 
coveted distinction of being the 


H 







hi 


ts 





w 


g man m 
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1 



the coni)tv 









twenty-five years of age lie came 
harles See, who taught in the 

of Colonel Paul McNeel, and there was kindled in on 
young friend's mind an irresistible desire for a college 
education. He learned the rudiments of Latin and 


\9 





roin Mr See, went a session or two at Academy 
and then away to Dickinson College, in Pennsylvania, 

was graduated among the best in his class. In 

the meantime he had professed piety, entered the min¬ 
istry, and became a noted pulpit orator, and one of the 



most distinguished teachers of the high schools under 
tie auspices of the Methodist Episcopal church, South. 
He died a few years since at Winchester; leaving a re¬ 
putation long to be remembered by his denomination. 
Recently one of his surviving children, an accomplish¬ 
ed daughter visited Marlinton. 

The writer tenderly cherishes the memory of this re¬ 
markable Pocahontas man, for he often manifested 
special friendship for me, and we have had many good 
talks together. We last met in Winchester, in Octo¬ 
ber, 1874. He introduced me to Nerval Wilson, 


ather of Bishop Wilson. 


JOHN McNEEL 
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e seems to have been 




I 1 i 





gihstic 


contest his antagonist was 


athletics, and 


so badly 




kn 



m 




•a 









i 



T #1 (LS 


d out as to be regarded fatally i 
and trial for murder, he refugee! 
the trend of the Alleghanies. A long w 

icir gloomy solitudes, and his sufferings < 

body can not be even imagined by 
ally, going deeper and deeper into the 
le came at last in view of the Levels, about 



avoi d 






it 






erness 



•r 



As he overlooked this section from some ueig 
ing eminence, he saw much to remind him of his native 




. An extensive, wooded plain, 
mountain ranges of unsurpassed beauty, and very 






tile. 


He decided, as every thing looked so much 




the old home scenery, to settle here; and chose a site 

•' 7 

for his cabin near the present home occupied bv Hon. 
M. J-McNeel. Traces of this cabin have been seen 
by many persons yet living, between the gate on 
public road and his residence. If the spot 
identified, it would be well to mark it with a piece 
the marble recently found in such fabulous 
close bv. 



be 



quantities 


Here the solitary man 



over hi 


is s 






guilt, prayed with his broken heart for pardon 




entire 


united for his food, subsisting 
venison and trout. One day while hunting 
Oharles and Edward Kinnison, from his oh 
ad come out here prospecting for a 

rom them that the person he boxei 













y 







I 







not even seriously 
*s, and then and there 




This 

elt free 


was 
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‘ could return without feni 












i »■ 







insisted upon Ins friends to 
lie assisted them in making a 
adjoining his tract. The 
return to tin* lower Valiev of Viririni 






Oil 



is visit home John McNeel married Mar¬ 


tha Davis, who was horn in Wales in 1740, and soon 


aftei 




thev came out to the Levels. 


A 


few acres were soon cleared off, and plenty 



upon 


O il 




Mr McNeel seemed deeply impressed with a sense of 

to God for his providential care, after all 

fears to permit the lines to fall to him 





in such a pleasant, wealthy place, that he built a house 


foi 



ip, the White Pole Church. 


In a few years the Dunmore war opened up 


The 


three friends,—McNeel and two Kinnisons,—went into 


camp at 





•g, and joined the expedition to Point 
• 10, 17N4. Thev survived that event- 

I 


fill and important contest, came back, hut not to re- 

‘V went across the eastern moun- 


mam verv 


tains 






then 




in some company that went from 
v, served during the Revolution, and 
the peaceful tenor of their lives 

There is a pathetic tradition 




was absent to Point 



a 






uul died before his return. The mother 

•epared the coffin and the grave, 

five children, two sons 




7 real’ 



ft 






HISTORY <>F POCAHONTAS 





Miriam married John Jordan, and liv 
on what is now known as the Jordan 
Isaac McNee 





m 


t 


A 



& 



% 





They reared three daughtei 




* 


s< 



^articular mention of these in the 


i 





•i t * 



e 




Nancy McNee], second daughter of the 
married Richard Hill. 


Martha, the pioneer's third daughter, married Griffin 


Evans, moved west and settled on the Miami Rivei 
Our venerable pioneer reared two sons, Abram 




11 o i # 


Abram first married a Miss Lamb. Her brother, 
William Lamb, was great!v esteemed by Abram Me- 

7 I.A •/ f/ 

Neel, and he named his son for him. William Lamb 
was an expert Artisan. The late Captain McNeel had 
a clock made by this person that was one of the most 
elegant specimens of its kind to be found anywhere. 
There was one daughter, Elizabeth, who was married 
to William Hanna, of Greenbrier Countv. 

7 «y 

Abram McNeeTs second wife was Miss Bridger, rel¬ 
ative of the slain Bridger Brothers. By this marriage 
there were three sons, Washington, who died in youth; 




John; and Abram, who went west. The daughters of 

this second marriage were Margaret, who marr 

late William Beard of Renick s Valiev, and 

* * 

>een dead but a short while. 




s 





t 


J 


married Bayliss Butcher, and went 
of her sons practiced medicine in our 
s since, Dr F. Butcher. 









Miriam, another daughter, marriec 



Beai 





her son Dr Beard is a promine 




m m 


lVSLCian 




few 
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Nancv 











married James Rankin, ami 
the mouth of Locust, 
relong invalid, and never married. 
McNeelVs third wife was Magdalen Kelly 

At the time of their marriage 






i T • 
« 



was 


the 




avnes. 


grandson of her 
third marriage 

Lamb. 


Rev James Havnes is 

i 

husband. The children of 
were Henry Washington and 


a 





H enrv Washington has lived mostly in the west, and 

* O t' 1 

has led a busy life for many years, and is there now. 

Captain William Lamb McNeel, lately 
lived on the old homestead. He held many positions 




of trust, and met the expectations of his most admir¬ 
ing friends, in the camp, the legislature, and in 
ness affairs. 

Isaac McNeel, the other son of the pioneer, settled 
upon lands now held by the family of the late Jacob 

McNeel, M. J. McNeel, W. T. Beard, and C. E. 

His first wife was Rachel McKeever. Bv this 

♦ 

marriage there were four sons, Paul, John, Rich* 
and Isaac. The daughters were Hannah, Martha. Nan 



% u ir® 


cv, i 

9* 7 




Benjamin Wallace, of Bath County 


Virginia. Ur Matt Wallace, an eminent 



• • 


r sician 


# 





Point, lately deceased, was her son. Her daug 

, became Mrs William Hefner, a 





€ © 








Her other daughter 






u* Jordan. 


married David McCue, of 
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% the third daughter, married 
II uttonsville, Randolph County. 

*el married Jacob (’roach, 


i 




* 



>1 


o 





reference to the sons of the first marria&r 


r» 


i / 








* remembered that Colonel Raul McNi 
most widelv known citizens of 
John McNed's sons are Isaac 
McNeel, of the Levels. 

Richard McXeeLs daughter, Marv, is 

V. 7 c ' 

T. Beard, whose sons, Edgar and Lee, are 
Isaac McXeel served as Sheriff a mi: 

and went west. 


was 





Oil 






of 


f £ \ «1 1 ® 



Jt 




By his second marriage, Isaac McNeel, son of John, 
the pioneer, to Ann Seybert, daughter of Jacob Sey- 
bert, mouth of Stumping Creek, there were two sons, 
Jacob and Samuel Ellis. The latter died a soldier in 
the war. 


The daughters of the second marriage were 



> 1 •. 









ine, who became the wife of Charles Wade, of Green 

l 

Hill, Virginia: Elizabeth married Jacob Sharp, 

Ed ray; Miriam married Joseph McClung, of 

alen married Dr 
Virginia. 

This brings the chronicles of the venerable pioneer's 

down within the memory and 
His life was of no ordinary interest 

t< 

memory should be in 








tv 




brance. He was the first to 4 * wail \ 


* 9 



% m 






mountains the livnms sung bv 

i 9 kT* 9' 
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HI 


\ 


unid the moors of Seotlond, the men of the moss hags 

very little, if any of the lands he preem 

: the possession of the relationship, now in 





ourth generation, a very remark} 
in the history of American families. 



* 


> I 



John 


McN 


great grandson, furnishes* the 



g data 


The knowledg 


of mv great-grandfathei 

i' p c? 


IS 


purely traditional, but with one link of tradition, and 
that one mv father, the late Paul McNeel, of Poeahon- 

f 

tas County. John McNeel, Senior, was horn in the 
year 1745, and was SO years old when he died, his 


death occurring in 1825. 


McN 


ght 


< 


g» 


in the year 



He was consequently 22 years of age at his grand 

JL •/ 4 C? C7 


father's death. The 


4 ' 


>ften learned fi 


between these 
n mv father, 
older McNeel. 


that was onlv ended bv the death of the 

* t j 

“Paul McNeel was taken at an early age to live with 

4> 

us grandparents. I have heard him relate an incident 
o fix his very earliest recollections of his grandparents 


which was this: Ilis grandmother had given him 
piece of wheat bread and butter, (quite a luxury thei 


a 


bov down to eat it. When left alone 


• 1 



a large tomcat came up to divide the boy's meal. 

ed, and the boy threw the cat in the 

ned to be a bed of coals. The < 

cat's fur, the cat ran and screame 



tight 


where 





\ 















O 1 


ft 









ed out of his wits. He too i 

is occurred when Pan 


»* 





▼ 



if i 


p » * 






ISTOKY OF POCAHONTAS 





was six years old, in the old house i 

McN eel's residence. 


e rear of M. 


m 


As 


sav, Paul MeNeel at a tender age 



V 



came an 


eat de 





inmate of his grandparent's home, and to a 
gree received his early training from them. 

ns mother, Mrs Rachel MeNeel, occurred in 1818 
when he was only 15 years old, rendered his depend 
enee on his grandparents the more necessary. 


i 





Thei 



is a field belonging to the .estate of the late Jacob Me 
Neel that my father has frequently in passing 
out to me, which he and his grandfather planted in 
corn (they doing the dropping) in 1825; and in con¬ 
nection he told how active of body and sound of mind 


•j 


his grandfather was at eighty, and soon after this the 
old gentleman was seized with pneumonia and died. 

“I have related these two incidents—the beginning 
and ending of the acquaintance of these two people — 
to show you how thoroughly I have been taught, both 

b\ 


r 4 4 


legend and lay,*’ to know and revere the charac¬ 
ter <>f the venerable pioneer. The exact spots when* 
the “White Pole Church” and the “First Camp" were 
built have been pointed out to me; and, as you suggest 

both should be marked bv a slab of the marble that is 

«/ 

found in such abundance close bv. 

fy 

“Martha Davis, the wife of this gentleman, was a 
Welch girl, a Calvinistic Methodist, born in 
1742 , being therefore several years older 
band. She survived him five years, 

S/ 7 

old at the time of her death. You speak of 
of her child during the absence of her husband to Point 
Pleasant. Of this 1 have frequently heard. 








88 years 

mj 








T?K 
ii ir 



V OK POCAHONTAS county 



•> 






and 



ii* 





it 





own hands prepared the body of hei¬ 
st burial rites ever perforine 
avevard. 















) 






§ 



ter matter tins lady was the 

f ' 

i her name deserves to be kept inc 






% 





and by this latter act t< 


> 


9' 


the living gen 


eration she has set an example of the highest Christian 

character: 



that was to bring with her to her new 
mountain home as a part of her dowry, a Bible printed 

elsh dialect. A noble exemplar! This is the 
e that there is any record of having ever been 




ti 





brought to the waters of the Greenbrier. 

4 ‘•The date fixed by von as the time when John Me- 

«' • 

Neel, Senior, arrived in the Levels, 176a, is correct. 
He was then in his 20th year, and now when we reflect 

9^ 

that this was the year succeeding when the Indians had 

made the most fearful massacre of the white people in 

_ _ • 

the Valley of Virginia, and the the Ohio River Valley 
was an unbroken wilderness, we wonder at the ad von - 
•ous spirit of this remarkable man. 

4 ‘Of the traditional history that I have heard of him 

9t 

the thing that impressed me most of all was his won¬ 
derful sincerity of character and strength of purpose in 



his daily 



This feature of his character had a pow¬ 


erful influence on his grandson, Paul McNeel, and 


contribute! 








no small degree to his success 
conclusion I will say that during 


in 


afte 




veai 












asure to know my father, I nevei 

him mention the name of John McNeel, Senior, 
ith the words of praise upon his lips, 
lold that Methodism has held in the revels 



i 
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is for the last hundred years can 






I 



sav that the man and woman 
Pole Church'" laid the foundation 
hurch; and let us trust that the 


humble Christian man and woman will 
generation to generation, and like the mu 
prove a blessing on whomsoever it may fi 



) 








f 





V » 



f Elijah 





JOHN SLAVEN, 

One of the notable families in our local annals was 
the Slaven relationship, whose ancestor was 
Slaven, who came from Tvrone, Ireland, about 

ft/ * 

middle of the previous century. He first settled in 
Rockingham County, and then came to what is now 



Highland County, Virginia, and 



permanently 



at Meadow Dale, on property now held by Stuart 
Slaven and James Flesher. II is wife was a Miss Stuart. 
Traces of the old home are still to be seen near James 
Flesher's residence, who is a descendant bv the 
remove. 

In reference to John Slaven's sons, we learn that 

Henrv and Reuben went to Ohio and settled in the 

«' 

famous Scioto Valley. Daniel Slaven located his home 


on (Hi 


River, Tennessee. 




en 



Martha Stuart and went to Montgomery 



T 





in 1792, about the time that State came 
and settled at Mount Sterling. William Slaven 
in Smith County, Tennessee. 

Stuart Slaven remained on the homestc 
Miss Johnston, a daughter of , 








was a 
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He was one of the most prominent and influential citi¬ 
zens of his time. Stuart SlaveiPs children were Reu¬ 
ben, for so many years one of the leading citizens of 
his county, and perhaps celebrated more marriages 


than any magistrate that ever held that office in his 
section; Jesse, William, Stuart; Nellie, who became 
Mrs Adam Lightner; Mrs Thomas Campbell; Sallie, 
who was Mrs Alexander Gilmore; Rachel, who became 
Mrs Givens, and went west; and Mrs Matilda Wade. 

Margaret Slaven was married to the late Benjamin 
B. Campbell. Her daughters are Mrs S. P. Patterson 
and Miss Mattie Campbell,- of Huntersville; Stuart 
Campbell, of Belington; Brown Campbell, late of Mon¬ 
terey, and Luther Campbell, at Dunmorc, are her sons. 

John Slaven, son of John from Ty rone, was twice 
married. The first wife was a Miss Wade. There was 
one son, John Slaven, who never married. The sec¬ 
ond marriage was with Elizabeth Warwick, a sister of 
Andrew and William Warwick, on Deer Creek. Not 
long after this marriage he settled on the head of 
Greenbrier, and he is the ancestor of the Pocahontas 
branch of the Slaven relationship. By the second mar¬ 
riage there were five daughters and two sons. 

o o 

lie was a person of remarkable muscular powers, 

and was a Revolutionary veteran, a noted hunter and 

«/ 7 

successful trapper. He had thrilling descriptions to 
give of the many bloody engagements he passed thro, 
the hazardous risks he ran, and the bitter privations he 
endured in the service of his country. He lived to an 
advanced age, and was so weakened by the infirmities 
of age as to make use of crutches in moving around in 
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his closing days. In reference to 
lowing particulars are available: 





child 


ren the 



Sallie Slaven became Mrs Dinwiddie, ant: 


iv 



or 








a time at the head of Jacksons River; 

County, Ohio. 

Priscilla Slaven was married to Joseph Wooc 
Green Bank, and lived in Pike County, Ohio. 

7 fe 1 

Anna Slaven married Patrick Bruffey, and lived near 
Green Bank, on property occupied by John Hevener. 

Patrick Bruffey was a very useful and prominent citi¬ 
zen; a skilled workman in stone, iron, and wood; and 
filled most of the official positions in the gift of the 
county. 

Mary Slaven became Mrs John Wooddell, near 
Green Bank. The late Mrs M. P. Slaven, Hon W. J. 
Wooddell, and J. S. Wooddell, Esq., were her child¬ 
ren. 

Margaret Slaven became Mrs Samuel Ruckman. 

William Slaven, son of John Slaven the pioneer, 
was born July 6, 1798, and was married in 1819 
Margaret Wooddell, daughter of Joseph Wooddel 
Green Bank. She was born June 27, 1800. 

They were the parents of six sons and two daugli- 

Their names* were Charles, who died seeking 
in California; William Patrick, James Cooper, 




ters 


g 





Henry, Nathan— a Confederate soldier 
Donelson; and Elizabeth, who became 
Gilmer County. 

William Slaven's second marriage was 
Cline, of Lewis County, and there were five 



Fort 




t 





and four sons by this marriage 


Mary 




aro 
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line. Martha, Lucy Frank, Lantv, Roland, and Perrv. 
William Slaven *s descendants mainly live in Jackson, 
Wirt, Lewis, and Gilmer counties, and are reported to 
be prosperous and good people of that section 
of West Virginia. 

While living in Pocahontas C ounty, William Slaven 
was a person of marked prominence—a member of the 
Virginia Legislature, magistrate, and Assessor. More 
than sixty years ago he concluded to move to Lewis 
Countv. Assisted bv John WooddelL his household 

m €> 7 

effects were carried over Cheat mountain to Lawyer 

♦ 

See's near Hnttonsville on pack horses, there being 

only a bridle path at the time. He lived awhile on 

Leading Creek, Lewis County; thence went to Wirt 

County, near Burning Springs; and finally to Jackson 

C’ountv, a few miles from Ravens wood. In his new 

* 

places of residence, after leaving Pocahontas, he was 
honored with places of trust, served the public as mag¬ 
istrate and deputy sheriff, which at that time meant the 

foil, active duties of sheriff. He leaves the reputation 

% 

of being always an efficient, trustworthy business man. 

Jacob Gillespie Slaven, son of the pioneer of that 
much named region, Head of Greenbrier, Upper Tract, 
Travelers Repose, married Eleanor Lockridge, daugh- 

e 

ter of Lanty Lockridge, Senior, on Knapps Creek. 
These persons passed the most of their married lives on 
the head of the Greenbrier, in a widely known and at¬ 
tractive home. In their time there w r as an immense 
travel along that road, Staunton and Parkersburg Pike. 
The most of communication between the western and 
eastern parts of Virginia was by this route. Governor 
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lnsoii and Stonewall Jackson 
e to enjoy trout and venison, 
prosperous and pleasant with Jacob 
terrible ravages of war laid his home in 







Wpy 


daughters 


four 


The family consisted of eight 
We lav before our readers 




following particulars concerning 



so n s 


14iicl 


daught 
11 an 


for her personal 


became Mrs Patrick Gallalier and 




Missouri. 

Elizabeth was married to Colonel William T. Gam- 
mon, a citizen of marked prominence. She now lives 
at Odessa, Missouri. 

John Randolph Slaven, late of Huntersville, married 
Margaret P. Wood dell, lately deceased. 

Lanty Lockridge Slaven married Isabella Burner, 
and settled on Back Alleghany, where his widowec 
wife with her sons, Jacob, Charles, and Gratz, resides. 

Mary P. Slaven was married to Jesse B. Slaven 
Meadow Dale, where she died and is buried. 

Warwick Slaven married Mary Riley and lives near 
Green Bank. 

Martha Slaven became Mrs J. T. Hogg 
ed near Mill Point at the time of her death 








Adalaide Eleanor Slaven was first marries 

to Washington Arbogast. He died in 








(j 



wounds received in the battle of Spottsylvania Coin 


hou 



Her second marriage was with 



L 


Brown, Esq and lives at Green Bank 


m 
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et Eveline Slaven, now Mrs J. 





Patterson 


lives at Marl in ton. Mr Patterson is the Clerk 

















Sarah 










in 










Court. He was a Confederate 
finish, and shared the perils 
battle and last in retreat, 
en was first married to Peter H. 
Monterey, Virginia. Their son 
ebraska. Her second marriage was 
rtman, now living in Kausas. 

. Slaven married Nannie P. Ruckman. 
ives near Marvin. 

reference to the daughters, it is interesting to 
note that Eleanor and Margaret were twins. Mildred 
and Alice were also twin sisters. 

John Slaven and wife, the ancestral pioneers, that 
had their home on the beautiful banks of the upper 

t, had a married life of fifty-two years, ten 
months, and twenty-one days. Jt would be well could 
their graves be identified, where unheeded o’er their 
silent dust the storms of the eventful present and the 
recent past have raged in such ominous fury. The 
story of their lives helps us very much towards a proper 
understanding of what it cost to make it possible for 
the comforts that gladden our lives. 



CHARLES AND JACOB KINNISON, 
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i 



s flowing towards the 











excursion in the wilderness regions be 
explorations of the Greenbrier Valiev 
McNeel, a refugee neighbor, near 
them the benefit of his observations, 
persons attempted permanent settlements 
and thus left their old homes a few 
ter, Va., near Capon Springs. 


m 








ir 


olm 


ave 








1765, 

of Winches- 


Charles KinnisoiCs wife was Martha Da\ 


«i 



About 


were 




the time of Braddoek's defeat she and her 
taken prisoners by the Indians, in the Capon nei 
hood. On the morning after the captivity, Mrs 
remarked to her friends that she believed the Indians 

intended to kill her. 

* 

“Oh, mother, what makes you think so' exclaimed 

Martha. 

“Because they have given moccasins to all the pris¬ 
oners but me, and have left me bare footed, re 
the mother. 



When 


on a warrior walked 


Day and with his war club 


nmg 


knock 


out of her, and then in an instant lifted her scalp-lock. 
She was left there in a state of insensibility, and it was 
never known whether she recovered consciousnes 



cu 


immediately. 

The lands settled by Charles Kinnison 

Sherman H. Clark as a r 











Kinnison remained on this place until he was 
vanced in life, when he migrated to Ohio. 
Mrs Kinnison were the parents of two daughters 





« 
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1 









H 



not remembered: and five sons 

Nathaniel and Amos. 


1 






David Kinnison was born June 7, 1767. 
Susanna Hughes, a sister of Moses and 





mm 


I 


Hughe 



She was born April 17, 1767. 


He 














1835, aged 67 years. She died in 1854, a 
years. David Kinnison, soon after his marriage 

i of Millpoint, where Kenney Hogsett 
They were the parents of two daughters, Esther, who 
became Mrs William McNeel, and Elizabeth; and these 

names of the seven sons: Charles, William, 
Lawrence, Mark, David, James, and Jacob. All these 
children went west, except Jacob Kinnison, and we 
have no information as to their families. 

Jacob Kinnison married in 1828 Catherine Clenden- 
niu, a sister of William and John Clendennin, and set¬ 
tled on the homestead. In reference to their children 
we have this information: Hannah was the first wife 

of the late William Morrison, near Buckeye; William 

7 «/ 

married Jane, daughter of Squire John McNeil, and 



ed on Drv Branch. He was a Union soldier. 


Hez- 


•/ 


ekiali Bland married Elizabeth Ann Silva, and located 
in Braxton County; Allen married Rebecca Perkins and 
ives on the Greenbrier east of Hillsboro; Nancy is now 

7 «j 

. Rorke, at Marl in ton. Sarah Ann be¬ 





came M 


1 




Hill on Hill's Creek; John Bland died in 
David Dyerly, a Confederate soldier, 

Mrs Catherine Kinnison died in 1864 
Kinnison was a well known citizen, 
many years as constable of his district. 






He 



never suited in 



ics and would sometimes 











claimed to be a consen 

Nathaniel Kinnison, of C harles the 
*0111 Ohio on a visit, and died near Gree 
Amos Kinnison, of Charles the pioneer, 

N ancj 


m 


came in 





or 



tn 


1 






'asebolt, on the Greenbrier, 
part or the homestead now in the possession 
B. Kinnison, two miles west of Hillsboro, 
en were David, Martha, and John Barlow 




f 










I 





David married and settled near Charleston 
Martha became the wife of Zeehariah 
and settled in Nicholas County. John Armentrout 
icr son, a Confederate soldier, had his head torn o 
a solid cannon shot at the battle of King’s Saltworks. 

John Barlow Kinnison married Deida Gillespie Mor¬ 
rison, and settled on the homestead. He farmed and 
operated a flourishing blacksmith shop. He was an 
expert at the anvil, and by patient industry and econo¬ 
my lie acquired a fine estate, now occupied by his 
children. 

Xn reference to his family, we learn that his on 

f/ 7 

daughter Caroline died aged four years. 

James Claiborne first married Rachel 

/ 

ond marriage was with Martha Cutlip, and he now live 
on Hills Creek. 

Thomas Franklin married Julia Hanna, of 








brier Countv, and lives at the homestead 


John Wesley married Alice Hill, and liv 
erty recently held by the late Thomas Hill. 

Allen Kinnison married Serena 
on Hills Creek. 

Doctor Morgan Kinnison married 


es on 
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and lives on Hills Creek. 


John B. KinnisoiFs father, Ainos Kinnison 







, aged 82 years, 2 months, 7 

mother, Nancy, died March 18, 1870, aged 84 year 


1 





a ? 



6 days; his wife, Deida, died Julv 

«j 7 • §i 

60 years, 2 months, 23 days. 




Jacob Kinnison, the fellow pioneer, with his brother 

ocated on lands just east of Hillsboro, lately 
occupied by his sons, Nathaniel and William Kinni- 
son. There was one daughter Elizabeth, who was 
never married. Nathaniel Kinnison was never mar¬ 
ried also, and brother and sister kept house for a great 


many years. 


Th 


e neatness and 


*j */ 


generous hospitality 


that characterized this home made it pleasant for the 
itinerant ministers for a long while. Nathaniel died 


age, having 


February 13, 1859, at a very advanced 
lived a consistent Christian life. 

William Kinnison married Nancv Oldham of Locust, 
and settled on the homestead. There were two daugh¬ 
ters and four sons. Sarah became Mrs William Old¬ 
ham, Elizabeth Mrs James Burnsides, first wife. 

The sons were Davis, John, Nathaniel, and William, 
The three sons first named were Confederate soldiers. 

Davis Kinnison ranked among the first class of our 




He was for many years a magi 

*- */ c J 

Irate in his district. He received a liberal education 
at the Hillsboro Academy, mainly under the tuition 

«/ 7 t- 

Rev Dunlap. Mr Dunlap regarded him as one 
most exemplary young persons he had ever instructed 





Sou ire 




r 1 o 




JL 


iunison died in 1893, about 






#' 
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diaries and Jacob Kinnison, the pioneer brothers, 

were skillful workers in wood with the broad axe and 

whip saw. Some of the first carpenter work ever done 

* 

in this county was by them and Richard Hill. 

diaries Kinnison hewed the logs for John McNeel, 
pioneer. The building vet stands. He also prepared 
the logs for the house now dwelt in by C laiborne Mc¬ 
Neil, near Buckeye. His services were greatly valued 
in planning and constructing forts. 

Thus with assistance of J. B. Kinnison and Allan 
Kinnison, something has been attempted to embalm 
the memories of these good men and their worthy de¬ 
scendants. We believe it is the temper of many of the 
living Kiunisons to see that the lustre of the Kinnison 
name shall not be tarnished, but rendered more illus¬ 
trious by all the facilities that may come to hand. 


ARCHIBALD CLENDENNIN, 

T1 ie dendennin name has been familiar as a house- 

£ 

lold word to our people for more than a hundred years. 

They are the descendants of Archibald (dendennin, 
who was one of the pioneers of Greenbrier 



am 


ived in the Big Levels, not far from Lewisburg. 
The place has been long known as the Ballard Smith 

homestead. 


Charles Clendennin was slain by the Indians in 


#u * 



and was survived by two sons, Geor 




and 
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00 



Iii regard to George Clendennin we have nothing 

Charles Clendeniiiu was one of the 

of Kanawha Countv, and the city of Cliai 

•' 7 « 

lim. William Clendcnnin, a s 


neers 






C 





t It 


ied Sailie Cochran, daughter 


< 


)f . 



Y>ehran, 



settled on the Burgess place, near 


Hillsboro, now occupied by John Payne. 


This 


occur¬ 


red about 1780. Their sons were William and John; 
their daughter Catherine became Mrs Jacob Kennison. 

John Cochran was the person who brought in the 
slain bodies of the Bridget* Brothers. II is mother was 
a Miss Hogshead, of Augusta County, very pious per¬ 
son, and her granddaughter Sallie was a very rigid 
Christian person and trained her children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. She was called a Jewess 
both “outward and inwardly, 1 ' as she insisted upon her 
sons learning some trade. To gratify her conscientious 
wishes, her son William Clendennin was apprenticed 
to Bayliss G. Rapp, at Frankford, for seven years, 
seven months, and seven days. Upon his marriage 
with Jane Cochran, he settled at the Casebolt mill am 
finally located on the Sevbert Place at the mouth of 
Stamping Creek. Their children were Mary Ann who 
became Mrs Buckhannon, and settled in Upshur. 

John Clendennin married Rebecca Bvrd, and lived 




rd 1 s Mill in upper Greenbrier. 

James Clendennin died in youth. 

Sallv 






endennin cared for her parents,* 
le place where she now lives. 

John Clendennin, of William the pioneer, 
his trade in a voluntary apprenticeship wit 


§ 


osnerec 


earne< 

Ralph 
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r><i 


Wan 



1 



iis mother wished. 







t 



i 


o 



at 



when a mere child he attended 
Hawk Place, on Locust 



service 


» 



Dr McElhennev. When the minister inquire 





t 



any children were to be baptized, 
of his mother, came forward and prose 


1 










wa 



ized, and named himself John McElhenne 



Upon his marriage with Catherine Seybert, he 
at Beard’s Mill on Locust Creek, and 

They 







were 




years moved to Highland County, 
rents of six sons: 

William died at the age of eight years and lies in an 
unknown grave in the McNeel cemetery. 

Jacob F. lives in Highland. His first marriage was 
with Elizabeth Bird, and has two sons. The second 
marriage was with Mary Bird. 

% 

George G. married Louella McNeel, and lives 
part of the old Seybert homestead. 


■S on a 



Adam S. was a Confederate soldier from the first of 

battle before Petersburg, 


war, and died in the 



April, 18()5. 

Charles R. married Mary Ann Tomlinson, and set 
tied in Highland County. His sons John and 

went west. 

Stewart died at the age of fourteen years. 

In reference to these six sons of John Clendennin it 
may be noticed that George, Adam, and Char 

ed the blacksmith trade, and Jacob tailorin 
Thus we have been able to give a 

items illustrating the Clendennin family 
as identified with our Pocahontas citizen 


* 1 jfTfcO 




II 


«*■* 
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of t 


# 





m 







Ai 




ormation was famished by George G 

Tdnt, in a recent interview, 
writing the preceding it has come to ini 

* 

sons, on Hills Creek, are descendants 

Clendennin bv the third or fourth remove 









Rev W. 8. Anderson, Principal of the Alleghany Col¬ 
legiate Institute; Rev C. M. Anderson, are among them. 

This sketch will be closed bv a historic reminiscence 

i 

that has been widely published, and is perhaps already 

* to many. 

f' 

A party of sixty or more Indians, led by Cornstalk, 
appeared very suddenly in west Greenbrier, in 1763, 
and came to the Clendennin home, where they found 
perhaps seventy-five persons, men, women, and child¬ 
ren, to spend the day in social enjoyment and help 
their neighbor C lendennin feast on three fat elk he had 
just brought in. Though not invited or expected, the 
Indians upon their arrival were kindly received and 
bountifully feasted as welcome guests. While all this 
good cheer was going on, the people never dreaming 
of danger, as peace had been prevailing for the 
two or three seasons, and the Indians had been coming 

in a most friendly manner, an aged person 
with a chronic sore, consulted with one of 

and inquired if he knew of anythin 
n a bland and assuring manner 
ic thought he knew of the very 







i 







would 









would cure her. Then drawing his tomahaw 





*p» 


ed her 


think, near 



and 



the people had 





r 



this sin 






the men in the house were killet 
*ior medicine man. 
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Mrs (lendennin fought like a fury; i 
mliaiis in terms of the severest invective, 
cowards and all the mean names she cou 






w 




k 



the warriors brandished their toma 
ing knives over her head, and slapped 








T 

J 


with her husband’s bloody scalp, threatening 
death if she did not hush up and behave herself. 

The captives were taken at once to Muddy ('reek 
charge of a detachment, while the rest continued 
raid as far as Kerrs ('reek in Rockbridge County. 

pon their return in a few T days, preparations were 
hastily made to retreat to the Ohio. On the day they 
started from the foot of Keeneys Knob, Mrs Clenden- 
nin gave her infant to one of the captives to carry. 
The captives were placed in the centre of the line, with 
warriors for vanguard and rearguard. While crossing 
the mountain she slipped into a thicket of laurel and 
concealed herself in a hollow tree. The child soon be¬ 
came very fretful, and this led the Indians to suspect 


that the mother was 


missing. 


One of the warriors 


He 


said he would “soon bring the cow to her calf, 
caught the child bv the feet and beat its brains 01 
against a tree, threw it in the path, all marched ove 
it, and its intestines were trampled out by the 


@ 






After nightfall Mrs Clendennin came out of her 
ace and returned to her home, ten miles 
She found her husband dead in the yard, 
children in his arms, where he had 

over the fence. After covering the deac 
went into the cornfield near by and 









During 


le night a great fear came upon 
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imagined she saw a man standing within a few steps 
from her. 

Mainly with her own hands she prepared a place un¬ 
der the porch for the last resting place of her beloved 
dead, and then soon after refugeed to Augusta County, 

where she remained a vear or two. She finally return- 

•/ 

ed to her home in Greenbrier, and was afterwards mar¬ 
ried to Ballard Smith, the ancestor of the distinguished 
family of that name, so prominent in the annals of the 
Greenbrier citizenship. 


JOHN H. RUCKMAN. 

i 

a 

Among the citizens of our county in later years from 
the forties to the sixties, that took a lively interest in 
everything that promised to promote the interests of 
education, morality, and the prosperity of the county 
generally, John Hartman Ruckman deserves more than 
a brief notice. 

He traced his ancestry to one Samuel Ruckman, a 

«' 7 

native of England, and born in 1643. The Ruckmans 
had lived awhile in north east Wales, bordering Eng¬ 
land, and thence came to Long Island, New York, in 
1682. Thomas Ruckman, son of Samuel Ruckman, 
the Welsh emigrant, was born on Long Island in 1682, 
and his son James Ruckman, another link in the an¬ 
cestral chain, was born in New Jersey in 1716. James 
Ruckman *s son, David Ruckman, was born in New 
Jersey in 1747. David Ruckman is the progenitor of 
the Ruckman relationship in Highland and Pocahontas 
Counties. He came to what is now south east Hiirh- 



160 
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Virginia, and settled 


m lowe 



ick 



, about 1784. The place is now o 


Creek Va 

by William Price Campbell, wh >se wit 3 is a 
David Ruckman, a grandson of the pioneer. 




111 


I 




-H- 

O 



The settler married a New Jersey wife, who seems 

f 7 

re been a person of high aspirations, and longe; 




•**» 


or something far better than she could get in 
Jersey, Marvelous accounts seemed to have been re 

t' 7 

ported about the beauty, wealth, and happiness o 
Southern homes. That in Virginia people lived in 
houses with earthen floors, discarding the use of wood. 
She seemed to have gathered from this that the floors 
were of mosaic work, such as princes have; about their 
houses in the old country. Upon reaching the place 
of destination, and.finding what earthen floors meant 
on the Virginia frontier, her disappointment was so 
intense that she wished to return at once; but circum¬ 
stances were such that this was impossible, and so the 
situation was accepted, went to work, an 1 a home was 
reared out of the Virginia forest. Her name was Su¬ 
sannah Little. 

David and Susannah Ruckman were the ] 
four sons and four daughters: Elizabeth, Sophia, Ma¬ 
ry, and Hannah; Samuel, John, Janies, and Davie 



L 



e 





One of these worthy people, David L., 

homestead reared bv their own industrious, mu 




c 




y helpful efforts, July 11, 1822, and is 

eminence that overlooks the scene o 

and cares from which they now so 

#' 

and came to Pocahontas with hei 


on 








son 


David, am 



about 1845, far advanced in 





m 
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John H. Ruckman, in whose memory this biograph- 

is specially prepared, was the eldest sou of 

of Highland County. 

t named was the eldest son of the pioneer 

# 

and was born in New Jersey, November 17, 

His first wife was Nancy Hartman, from beyond 
Greenbank. They were married July 18, 1809, 
settled on Back Creek. There were one son, John H. 
aud two daughters, Mary and Nancy, in the first fami- 

amuel RuckimuTs second wife was Margaret 
Slaven, from Pocahontas County, and her children 
were James, Elizabeth, Asa, and David Vanmeter. 

Mary Ruckman married Isaac Gum. She is surviv¬ 
ed bv two sons. Isaac and Aaron Gum. 

Nancy Ruckman was married to William Wade, 
went west, and is survived by several children. 

James Ruckman died in youth. 

Elizabeth Ruckman was married to John P. Ervinc. 


# 



•/ 


She is survived by 

Anna. 


child 


James, Mary, and 


Asa Ruckman married Cornelia Brown, and went 


we 


David V. Ruckman married Anna Herring, daugh¬ 
ter of the late Bethuel Herring, of Augusta County. 
Their children were Kate, now Mrs Wise Herold; Lucy 
now Mrs Edward Wade, Anna Laurie, now Mrs Wil¬ 
liam Price Campbell; Margerie is the wife of Rev 
Cocke, of Missouri; Sarah is at home; David Glendye 
Ruckman lives in Augusta; Samuel Ruckman, a youth 
of more than ordinary promise, died when a student. 

Colonel D. V. Ruckman s second wife was Miss 





HISTORY OF 1*00AHONTA8 COUNTY 




John 



e, daughter of the late Samuel 


Ruck man was born in Highland 






len Bath), Noveinbci 11, 1810. He married Marv 
Bruffey, November 7 , 1833. She was a 
Patrick Bruffey. He first settled on the old home- 



g 





on Back Creek, and then moved to Pocahontas, 
about 1845, to the Bradshaw place near Millpoint. He 
finally located on the Greenbrier, opposite the Stamp¬ 
ing Creek junction, where he built a fine residence and 
spent several years. Mr and Mrs Ruckman were the 
parents of eight children: Caroline, Sydney, Charles, 
Samuel, James A., William Patrick, David Newton, 
and Polly Ann. It is a sad reflection that not one of 
these sprightly sons and daughters is now alive. 

Caroline became Mrs William J. Cackley, near 
Millpoint, and died soon thereafter. Charles Ruck- 
man was a Confederate soldier, became a prisoner of 
war, and was for some time a prisoner at Port Dela- 

died at Baltimore 
from the effects. Samuel Ruckman, a younger Con¬ 
federate soldier, died at Greenbank, occasioned by 
fatigue and exposure. James Atlee Ruckman died in 
battle at Port Republic. William Patrick, David New- 
ton, and Polly Ann died in childhood. 

Sydney Ruckman, the eldest of the sons, was a Con- 

« 

federate soldier, and survived the war. He married 

Camp- 


ware, and on his return homeward 



Almira Campbell, daughter of the late 

f 

bell, who at the time occupied the home o 



was 



David Ruckman the pioneer. It 

i 

pleasure to officiate upon the occasion, and was made 
the recipient of one of the most liberal fees ever known 
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such 



service in that vicinity 











been 




war, he came near losing his 
in a rencontre that is alleged 

reason of the famous 















*ev 



done in 





was 






It is reported that all thi 

opposition to Sidney’s wishes, and 
sorry it ever happened, as he felt him- 

to look out for himself. He finally 
went to Oklahoma, and on his way to meet and bring 
home his wife, visiting in Kansas, he died under sud¬ 
den and sad circumstances, September, 1896, at the 
hands of suspected parties, who were pursued and 
dealt with .in a very summary manner. He is surviv¬ 
ed by his wife and two sons, Charles and William. 

John H. Ruck man s second wife was Mary Wood- 
dell, near Greenbank. In 1863 he sold out his pos¬ 
sessions in Pocahontas and moved to Georgia, where 
he died a few years since. Mrs Ruckman married 


again, and is now Mrs Wilson. 


The writer cherishes the memory of this man with 
feelings of special interest. He owes something in 
way of mental stimulus to his influence. 

‘William, do you kuow that if you were to try you 



might become something of a man in time ? 


My ad 


vice is, 
come to 



your aim high, and see what it may 


a 




9 ? 


44 



1 








knows me m 
about the bi 



r Ruckman, you talk differently 

hear about myself. A person 
better than you do told me that 
ool in all this country, 

a# 9 










«* 



i 



% 


% 



might be so.” 
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Some little time after this 
louse for dinner, and when we took 

me to invoke the blessing, and 

of the kind was ever made 




§ 




at his 


e in 









tir 



* 


Ej years we were confidential 
paths drifted far apart and we 
it-tle of each other face to face. 










ory he was often present to my mind, and he i 
as I pencil these memorial paragraphs, seemingly near 

enough to grasp his hand and greet him the time of 


He was a scrupulous member of the Methodist 

an ardent advocate of temperance, 


day. 

Episcopal Church 


ly devoted 


country 


EDWARD ERVINE 


Among the citizens of prominence in the organiza¬ 
tion of the county was Edward Ervine, late of the 
Greenbank District. His residence was at the head of 
Trimble’s Run. This homestead is 


now 


pied by 


Preston, and David Gragg 


Mr Ervine was boi 


Ap 


2, 1790, near Miller 


I r 



ke, Augusta County, and lived t 
He married Mary Curry, who 











J 


Upon leaving 




marriage 



Back 



House at the mouth of the Long Di 




were 



parents of ten childi 


9 


seven sons 





daughters 


The daughters were Mary Ann 
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1 





Margaret Jane, born 1827, now 



Frances Elzedie, born 1829, became 


1 


late of Kansas. 


In 



to the sons of this pioneer Edward 
vine, we have the following particulars, furnished 



81 





9 


Preston Ervine 


Benjamin Franklin Ervine born 1816, married Mar} 



# 


daughter of Robert Kerr, who were the parents 

# 

these children : Eliza, now Mrs James Hughes; Ed¬ 
ward Newton, on Buffalo Mountain homestead; Mar¬ 
garet, recently deceased, who was for the most of her 
useful life an inmate of Hon. S. B. Hanna's family, 

V 1 

on Deer Creek. She will be long remembered for her 
very interesting character. 

B. F. Ervine entered the Confederate service, was 

• * 

captured on the Upper tract in 1861, and died a pris¬ 
oner of war soon after. 

James Addison Ervine, born 1818, married Eliza¬ 
beth, daughter of Patrick Bruffey, and lived on the 
Nottingham place, and were the parents of six daugh¬ 
ters and three sons. The sons were William, Calvin, 

and James Patrick. The daughters were Mrs Stephen 
Lockridge, late of Highland County, Mary, Harriet, 
Elizabeth, Caroline, and Rose. Soon after the war J. 

A. 



moved to Missouri and located near St. Loui 
William Frye Ervine (born 1824) first married Eliz 



abeth Kerr and settled on property now owned 

Brown Arbogast is their daughtei 







m 


Second marriage was with Mary Jane Burnet 

of this marriage were John Preston 

Riley. 






#• 


1 


now Mr 



9 
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T 





w 


m 





Tiage was with Mrs Elizabeth Jane Taylor 
William Taylor, daughter of the late Fr 
r. near Huntersville. The 






mar 


riage are Mrs Mary Burns, of Bath 





Neer 



vine, on the Burr homestead on 





Robert Hook Ervine (born 1831) married 



Isaac 


Hartman (nee Matheny) and settled near Pino Grove. 


Their one child, Bertha, died at the age of 


8even years 


Edward Augustus Ervine (1833) married Mary Ann 
daughter of Henry Beverage, and moved to Centre- 

ville, Upshur County, where he now lives. They are 
the parents of four daughters and two sons, Vernon, 
George, Amanda, Laura Ann, Nancy Jane, and Sarah. 


Prestou Cunningham Ervine (1836) married Marga¬ 
ret Rebecca Beverage, and settled on a section of the 
parental homestead. His family consists of four sons 
and eight daughters; Mrs Susan Varner, of Georgia; 
Mrs Alice Arbogast, Mrs Emma Kellar, Mrs Nannie 
Rader, Mrs Clara Arbogast. David Lee married Vir- 
gie Sutton, daughter of Samuel Sutton, and lives at 
the homestead; Cora Ella, now Mrs Jesse Orndorf; 
Houston died tn 1897 in his 20th year. Lola Grace 
and Sadie Florence at their homes. 


Charles Washington Ervine (1838; rnarriei 
daughter of Solomon Varner, and 










County, near Centreville, where he 
Their children were Baxter, Florence 
Mrs McWhorter in Buckhannon; Bryson, 

Mrs John Gawthrop, near Centreville; Walker li\ 
Upshur, Brady in the far west, and Gertrude. 




m 





n o w 


in 
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are some of the particulars that 
listory of Edward Ervine, a citizen 
prominence in his day in county affair 
became a citizen of this region - some time before 

the county, and was one of the 


«a* 

















the County Court. Upon his reinov 
Creek he settled on lands bought of Bona¬ 



parte Trimble, who lived in Augusta County, not 
from Buffalo Gap. The improvements at the time of 
his purchase consisted of a primittve cabin, an acre or 
so of cleared land, and, as the reader has just been in- 
'ormed, reared a large family. 

He held the office of magistrate for almost his life¬ 
time, celebrated numerous marriages, presided at a 
great many trials, and issued more warrants than can 
be readily enumerated. His disposition was jovial, 
and his humor seemed inspiring, and wherever he went 
lie seemed to diffuse good humor and cheerfulness. 
For a long while he was a member of Liberty Church, 
and was a model specimen of the plain, straight- 

d, Scotch-Irish Virginian. It appears from the 
Curry records in Augusta that Mr Ervine was a lineal 
descendant of one of the three Curry brothers who 
caine to the Valley of Virginia with the earliest emi- 

I 

grants. 

In the leadings of an all wise providence, Edward 

to him in a sparsely populated country 
ion he inherited in Scotland 
tended to blend in personal c 


















m m 


wuse provision 


and 
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ANDREW EDMISTON. 



Andrew Edmiston, Esq., of Scotch-Irish ancestry, 
late of the lower Levels, is the subject of this 
biographic memoir. The immediate ancestry of the 
Edmiston relationship is traceable to Matthew Edmis¬ 
ton, who came to Augusta County, Va., from Chester 
County, Pa., among the earliest settlers of Augusta 
County, about 1740, or very soon thereafter. 

James Edmiston, a son of Matthew the ancestor, 
was one of six children and was born in 

County, October 7, 1746, and died October 7, 1 
James Edmiston’s wife was Jane Smith, from Ireland, 
who was born October 17th, 1746, and died Ma\ 
20th, 1837, aged 91 years. Andrew Edmiston 
James, was born July 22d, 1777. 

Soon after his marriage with Mary (Polly) 

January 8th, 1807, Mr Edmiston settled near 
on lands now owned by George Oa 
ence to Mrs Polly Edmiston, let it be noticed 

daughter of the first Mrs James 

















1 



m 
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Lydia Armstrong 



*11 October 17th, 1755, and 



ceased July 23d, 1817. Mrs Polly Edmiston w 

was a bride at 17 years 




i 


n 












Her death occurred January 2, 1877, survivin 






thirteen years. 


James Gilliland, her fathei 


1 


was born in Augusta County, March 16th, 1749, and 




1 




$ 



ond 


wi 



y 14th, 1844, near Falling Spring, Green- 
aged 95 years. He married for his sec- 
Mrs Jane Smith Edmiston, the widowed 
mother of Andrew Edmiston, in February, 1819. By 
this marriage Mr Gilliland became Andrew Edmistcm's 
step-father, as well as father-in-law, a relationship so 
unique as to challenge a parallel in the history of Po¬ 
cahontas marriage relationships. 

This James Gilliland's father was named Nathan 
Gilliland, about whom we have no particulars. By 
the first marriage there were six sons, Robert, James, 
Nathan, William, Samuel, and George; and six daugh¬ 
ters, Jane, Sarah, Elizabeth, Nancy, Lydia, and Mary 

the last named the wife of Andrew Edmiston. 
What lends interest to what has just been said about 
James Gilliland’s first family is the fact that there are 
cogent reasons for believing that Hon. Mark Hanna, 



of Ohio, is a descendant of one of the above namec 
sisters. 

It is 




was a 


o interesting to mention that Andrew Ed mis 

descendant of Sir David Edmiston 



cup-bear 


• lOktrii 




James 1st of Scotland; also of Sir James 




ton, standard bearer of the royal colors in 

of Sheriffmuir, (1715). In the Revolutionary war 
Mr Edmiston’s ancestors were distinguished, and 
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battle of King’s 
were good Confederate so 
the States. 









Mr and Mrs Edmiston were the parents of five sons 
and rive daughters: Lydia, Elizabeth, Jane, - Martha, 
Mary, James, George, Matthew, Andrew Jackson, and 
William. 

* 

Lydia Edmiston was married to Richard McNeel, 
grandson of John McNeel the original settler of the 
Levels, and lived near Midpoint. 



Elizabeth Edmiston became Mrs James 
of James, Senior, and settled in Davies County, Mo. 
Jamesport, a town of 1200 population, was located on 
his farm, and hence was called Jamesport. 

Jane Edmiston became Mrs Abram Jordan, men¬ 
tioned elsewhere as having gone west. So far as 
known to the writer, she is now living in Kansas with 
her daughter, Mrs William Renick. 

Martha Edmiston married Franklin Jordan, and 
tied in Missouri, where she died leaving no survival 
children. 

Mary Edmiston was an invalid all her life 

married. She went with her brother George 
to Missouri. 







Matthew Edmiston married Minerva 



ai 





in 









settled there. His name 


our State as one of the most 






born 


and 


West A/ 
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uished man as follows: 


C 4 


Judge Edmiston was born September 9, 








Little Levels, Pocahontas County, where after receiv 
ing a common school education, he was 
the bar in 1835. Four years after he removed to 
County, which later he represented in both branches o 
the General Assembly of Virginia. In 1852 he wa 
chosen a judge of the circuit court, in which position 
he continued until 1860. He was elected to a seat in 
the Constitutional Convention of 1872, but because of 
ill health did not qualify. He was appointed a judge 
of the Supreme Court of Appeals in 1886, but one year 
before his death. Judge Edmiston died June 29th, 
1887, at his home in Weston, Lewis County.” 


Judge Matthew Edmiston reared a large family. Of 
his five sons, four became physicians and one a lawyer. 
Each distinguished himself w r ith marked credit in both 
private and professional life. One by one they ful¬ 
filled the destiny of their career and answered the final 
summons of life, until to-day but one survives. He 
possesses the distinction of having been named for the 
subject of this sketch. Hon. Andrew Edmiston re¬ 
sides at Weston, Lewis County. Of him well may it 
be said, “His has been a life of great influence and 
usefulness.” Possessing in a marked degree those 
sturdy elements and attributes of manhood which have 
always characterized the Edmiston family, he has 
brought added lustre to the name. Electing to follow 
in the footsteps of his eminent father, he has graced 
and dignified the high calling of the law. Prominent 





in politics and state craft, he has steadily 
esteem of the public until he 
a monument of honor and influence 
in all future time to his worth and 












<§/ 






en 





in the discharge of the duties incident to po- 
oftice or in the less prominent walks of life, lie 
ias always served his constituency alike with the same 
unfaltering fidelity. The name of Andrew Edmiston, 
of Weston, is conspicuously identified with the political 
listory of West Virginia. To few men is given such 
wide power and influence. 


James Edmiston married Mary Hill, daughter of 
Thomas Hill. He lived a number of years near Mill- 
point, on the farm now held by C. Edgar Beard. Mr 
Edmiston was a member of the Pocahontas Court, and 
for years was prominent in county affairs. Late in 
life he went west. Mrs Minerva Beard, of Lewisburg, 
is his daughter. 

George Edmiston married Mrs Nancy Callison, relict 
of Isaac Callison, and a daughter of John Jordan, and 
lived many years at the homestead. He was a busy, 
enterprising man, and was engaged in many business 
enterprises with the late Colonel Paul McNeeh He 
finally moved to Missouri, where his family resides. 

Andrew Jackson Edmiston married Rebecca Edmis¬ 
ton, a daughter of James Edmiston, son of William 
Edmiston, brother of Andrew Edmiston. After the 
decease of her husband, Mrs Edmiston became the 
wife of Jackson Jones, of Nicholas County. 

William Edmiston, the youngest of Andrew Ed inis 


'em 
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oine time with Judge Ed mis too 
attended school. He then went sev- 
Dunlap, principal of the Pocahontas 
Academy at Hillsboro. When he attained his inajori- 

Missouri with Anthony C. Jordan, 
steamer in Missouri waters he was seized 







on 


W 

with cholera and died on the boat. The towns were 



quarantined in a very rigid manner, and all land in 
was prohibited. Hence the crew were compelled to 
bury their passenger at a lonely, uninhabited spot, not 
very remote from St. Charles, Mo. His friend Jordan 
went ashore to assist in the burial, but would not re¬ 
turn to the boat, and finished his journey to Davies 
County on foot, after successfully eluding the quaran¬ 
tine guards by keeping away from the public routes of 
travel. 


In his youth and early manhood Andrew Edmiston 
seems to have had a consuming passion for athletic ex¬ 
ercises, boxing, wrestling, and feats of muscular en¬ 
durance. There was living at the time one Thomas 
Johnson, near the head of Stony Creek, who claimed 






champion hard hitter of all that region 


He 


heard of young Edmistoif s exploits as an athlete, and 
these exploits created some doubt as to which was the 
i4 best man 17 ; and to settle the question the ambitious 

ion sent a challenge to 
Levels, that if he would meet 
though he might be the best 
low, that he would soon find himself no 
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H8 




y Creek if he just dared 
This fired young Edmiston 
the furnace we read of in 







mn 







ought rest but he did not 


find 




ni 





We 


o he set out by the light of the inornin 

Union. 




♦ 



<§ 



He walked from his home near Locust to 
Smith’s, head of Stonv Creek— fifteen or more miles 

i & 






before breakfast to dispute the question of 
with Tom Johnson on his own Stony Creek gr 
Without stopping for rest or breakfart he sailed 
Johnson, tooth, fist, and toenail. In the first round 
Johnson landed a terrific blow on Edmiston’s shoulder 
that dislocated Edmiston’s arm, and yet he continued 
the contest until he saw his opportunity, and overpow¬ 
ered Johnson until he called out enough. 

John Smith then took charge of the victor, the now 
best man of Stony Creek and the Levels, and gave 
him his breakfast, and by noon he was back at Locust. 
He felt the effects of that dislocation all of his subse¬ 
quent life. Slight exertion would ever after make his 
injured arm fly out of place at the shoulder. 

In his later years he professed a change of heart and 
became a member of the M. E. Church. His sincerity 

regard ed 
, aged 



was respected by all who knew him best, 
genuine. Mr Edmiston died April 15th, 

87 years. When the dying day came, when he was to 





pa 


over to the bright forever, it was 





had nothing to do but to die. God had not 
off in the time of old age, nor forsaken him 







strength 



At evening time 





CF 
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this venerable man, and he could realize the power of 
words like these: “I will go in the strength of the 
Lord God; I will make mention of thy righteousness, 
even of thine only. ” 


JEREMIAH FRIEL. 

* 

The Friel relationship trace their ancestry to one 
Daniel O’Friel, a native of . Ireland, who probably 
came to Augusta county with the Lewises, 1740. He 
settled on Middle River, between Church ville and 
Staunton. His children were James, William, Jere¬ 
miah, and Anna. James O’Friel went to Maryland, 
Eastern Shore. William settled in Highland County. 
Anna became a Mrs Crawford and lived in Augusta. 

Daniel Q Friel seems to have been a person of con¬ 
siderable means. He sold his property for Continental 
money, with a view of settling in Kentucky. The 
money being repudiated, he was unable to carry out 
his plans. Upon Jacob Warwick’s invitation, Jere¬ 
miah CFFriel came to Clover Lick. Mr Warwick gave 
him land on Carrich Ridge. This land was exchanged 
with Sampson Matthews, Senior, for lands on Green¬ 
brier, now occupied in part by his descendants. 

Jeremiah Friel’s wife was Anna Brown, daughter of 
Joseph Brown, who was living at the time on Green¬ 
brier River. Their first home was on Carrich Ridge, 
then afterwards they lived on the river. Their child¬ 
ren were Joseph, Daniel, Josiah, John, Catherine, 
Hannah, Ellen, Mary, and Jennie, 
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Joseph Friel married Jane McCollam, and 



on 





He served on 



first 







y 


His children were Jeremiah 






George Washington, a Confederate soldier, 
ginia Regiment, and died at Stribling Springs in 



§ 








Hannah, and Mary Ann, now Mrs Joseph Dilley. 

Daniel Friel married Anna Casebolt, daughter of 
Henry Casebolt, on the Greenbrier near Stamping 
Creek, and settled on a section of the homestead. Of 
their children, Andrew Harvey married Anna Johnson, 
went first to Iowa, thence to Tennessee, where he died 
in 1871. Barbara became Mrs Lindsay Sharp; Sabina 
Martha became Mrs Stephen Barnett. Montgomery 
Allen was a Confederate soldier attached to the 31st 
Virginia Infantry. He married Rachel Christine, 
daughter of Rev James E. M ore, and lived near 
Huntersville. 

Josiah Friel married Mary Sharp and lived on part 
of the John Sharp homestead. Their children were 
Ann; Sally, Mrs James E. Johnson; Mrs Nancy 
Grimes, near Midpoint; Ellen, Mrs George Slaven 
John, and Israel, who lives on Droop Mountain. 

John Friel married Jennie Brown, daughter of Josiali 

Brown, and settled on a section of the Brown home- 

sar Indian Draft. In reference to 

* 

following particulars are in hand : 









on the Dry Branch of Elk 

prisoner for three years. 

—31st Virginia- 








Confederate soldier 



Franklin 
in battle 


J 



Port Republic. William Thomas, Confederate 



18th Virginia Caval 


survi 
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drowned in 


Mai*} 







ey River, near Elkwater, in 1879. 
came Mrs James Gibson, on Elk, 


Marv Frances was the first wife 






1 


on Elk. John Kriel was a t 












exempt bv age from military 
in the army on Alleghany Mountain 
, 1861, shortly after the battle. 

Catherine was married to James Sharp, on Elk. 
eference to her children these interesting particu- 
are available: Jeremiah Sharp was a Union sol- 
and died in the service. John Sharp was a Con¬ 
federate soldier—62d Regiment—and died in battle at 



Beverly in 



Josiah Sharp was a Confederate 


soldier, attached to the Greenbrier Cavalry. He sur- 
vived the war, married a Miss Dotson, and lives near 
Falling Spring. 

Daniel Sharp was a Confederate soldier—62d Regi¬ 
ment. He was captured on Elk, and was killed at 
Tolley's (two miles below Mingo) in an effort to rescue 
prisoners. 

Morris Sharp, Confederate veteran—(>2d Regiment 
was wounded at Winchester so severely that the sur- 





He 


em 


geons decided on amputating his left arm. 
phatically and persistently refused to submit to the op 

. The wound healed and he now lives, ant 


ci 



when 


C 




* 





» 




i 



Hanna 






leard from he was in charge of 
on Spring ("reek, 
ence to the pioneer's daughters, we 

was married to Jefferson C 
>ing ('reek. Her daughter, 

*s John A. Alderman, ant 




tit 
# 



n 









• f 


i 
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h married to John Donahue 


9 


m 



iveci 111 



evels. Jennie became Mrs Tliarn and went west 


Ellon Frio! became Mrs John Dillev, aiu 



neai 




Marv Friel became Mrs William Dillev, am 



1 



>1 







ed in Huntersville. 

The compiler in his attempt to illustrate t 
of Jeremiah FriePs family has been mainlv 

i i 

ns grandson, the late M. A. Friel, who took 
mins to collect authentic information. It mav be 

*L 

teresting to say about him that he stands on the ok 
as the first subscriber to “The Pocahontas Times*am 
he claims to have owned and used the iirst kerosene 
lamp in Pocahontas, in 1865. 

Jeremiah Friel was in the expedition to Point Pleas¬ 
ant, 1774, in the same company with Jacob Warwick, 
lie was one of the soldiers detailed under Jacob War¬ 
wick to provide a supply of meat for the contemplated 
advance on the Indian towns in Ohio, in the morning 
of that memorable battle, and was at work in 
slaughter pens when the battle was going on. 
hunters and butchers were rallied bv Jacob 



»c 




and crossed over. At this the eneniv mvsterio 



1 / 



ceased firing and began to withdraw across the 
River, supposing that Colonel Christian had arri\ 
with reinforcements. The importance of t 
bv Jacob Warwick and his men need not 








1 



§f 




e. 

Jeremiah Friel and Ins sons were noted 



M* 





ay there was cooperative harv 
Robert Gav’s wheat was usually the first 





m 


in 







ipe 




innnin 




e, all bands from James 




* 

i i ?1 





4 : 



HISTORY OK POCAHONTAS COUNTY 




eagei 


come halloing and singing, waving their s 
to see who would cut the first sheaf and mi 







m 


Then from field to field up the river 







* 


s would progress until Bridgets harvest was 

to William ami John Sharp's, i 







Brown's, and sometimes to Robert Moore's, i 

Then the sickle club would disband with £rre: 




for their respective homes. 

Late one evening at Friel's the harvesters quit with¬ 
out shocking up all that had been reaped and bound. 

Jeremiah Friel observed: “Bovs, it is so late, and von 

•/ • 

are so tired I believe we will let these sheaves rest till 




morning. But after supper he noticed it lightning 
ominously in the west and north. lie roused up all 
hands out of their beds, provided pine torches, and 
away all went in torchlight procession to tin* field and 
finished up the shocking just before midnight. The 
harvest scene must have 



strangely picturesque. 
Before day it was raining torrents attended with terrific 
thunder and lightning. 

He was a jovial companion for his sons and encour- 
thern from infancy in the favorite pastimes of the 










n 





i 



running foot races, wrestling and boxing. A 
amusement when raining and the hoys had to 
*s, was a mode of swinging called ‘ k weigh - 
A loop was fixed at one end of a rope 
, the other end was thrown over a beam 
\ feet were placed in the loop. 


% ^ 










end with the hands thev wo 


requires practice and nice balancing to swing 







s verv ensv to one that has never trie 
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We would not advise anv one to trv 

*' • 

e of straw to fall on. 

Virginia troops were on 
Yorktown, Daniel O'Friel s team was pre 

was detailed to take charge of 
the most of the service he was called on 

der during the Revolutionary war. 

« 

Several vears before his death he was ri 
















•i i 






: woods one dark night. The horse passed under a 
tree with wide* spreading limbs, and Mr Kriel was so 



severely injured in his spine that he was virtually 
less the remainder of his life, He died in IS 19, sin- 
cerelv lamented bv his relatives, neighbors ami friends. 


PETER LIGHTNER, 

Forty or fifty years ago, one of the most generally 
known citizens of our-county was Deter Lightner, on 
Knapps ( reek. lie was tall in person, active in hi? 
movements, always in a good humor, and one of 
most expert horsemen of his times, and perhaps realized 
as much ready change swapping horses as any othei 
his citizen contemporaries. He could come so 




neai 


making a new and young horse of 


an o 


Id 





framework of an animal as was possible for anyone to 
who has ever made a business of dealing in 
Near the close of the last century, he 

'reek, on land purchased from dames 

emigrated to Kentucky. Mr Poage 
mill which Mr Lightner improved upon, i 






on 


e 







vears 


iccommodated a wide c 



of 


cus 



il* 



ll< 
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gotten 



of hominv and liominv meal 






block. 


Tin 



by which the 







was usually a piece of wood like a 
in iron wedge inserted in one < 
an iron band to keep it from 
was a precious and valuable convenience, 
and brought comfort to many homes, and some of 
most toothsome bread ever eaten in our county was 
made of meal from Lightner's mill. Some familu 




• i 


had hand-mills, but they were about as hard to operate 
as tilt 1 hominv block, or mortar with the iron-bound 



It is believed Mr Lightner came from the neighbor- 

C 1 i 

hood of ( rab Bottom, near the headwaters of tin* South 
Branch of the Potomac, His wife was Alcinda llai*per, 
a sister of Henrv Harper, the ancestor of the Harper 
connexion in our county. She, therefore, brought that 



M 


name to Pocahontas, and there have been many 
Alcindas in her worthy descendants and relatives. 

f • 

The property owned bv Peter Lightner is now in 

possession of Hugh Dever and the family of the lute 
mcis Dever, Esq., a few miles from Frost. 

Mr Lightner’s family consisted of one son and four 

daughters. 

Jacob Ligbtner, their only son, married Miss Eli/.a- 

oore, who was reared on tin* farm now occupies! 

H 








ft 




r 



, Esq., near Frost. Her father vva* 
i son of Moses Moore, the noted pioneer, 
*r was a Mel'lung, of the (ireenbriei 





noted connexion. Jacob 


ig 






i 


d 


iglitner, who died at home 


* 






•> 

mass 
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Jghtner, once a member of the Huntersv 



bai 


« 





to Abilene, Texas, where 
years since; Samuel M. Lightner 






i 




as 




r • 





‘ological Seminary, and had about 
studies for the Presbyterian ministry when he 



t y 


•« 


mitered the army. He married Miss 



T 


Mildred 


a 




Poage, in Rockbridge County, and died a few months 

after his marriage, at Batesville, Virginia, and was 

■ 

buried at Falling Spring Church near the Natural 
Bridge. His widow married Rey Edward Lane, 
a distinguished missionary to Brazil, where. he 
much lamented. For some time Mrs I ame has resided 
in Staunton, Virginia, to be near her daughters who 
were pupils of Miss Baldwin's Seminary. 

Alcinda, one of Jacob Lightner s daughters, was a 
noted beauty, and very popular. She became the wife 
of the late James B. Campbell, of Highland County. 
Virginia. 

Mary, another daughter, married Rey John W. 
Hedges, of Berkley County, a widely known Methodist 
minister of the Baltimore Conference. 

Alice, the youngest daughter never married. 

The eldest daughter of Peter and Alcinda Lightner, 
was named Elizabeth. She was married to Joseph 
Sharp at Frost. Mr and Mrs Sharp were 
Abraham and Peter Sharp at Frost, j 





Douthards ('reek. 


Polly 





im 








on Elk, and was the mother of the 



* 




Hannah, of Frost, and 



*s George 



*1 1 9 




Phebe Sharp first married the late 




r 



t 


• < 9 | 
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win 


I 





accidental wound inflicted while fixing 


a gate 



near Sunset 



She afterwards 





Rankin. Susan 






• t • 




ti 


1 






Y !• 




* 1 * 





• • 


, on Brown's 

Mr Burr died suddenly in 
, whither he had gone to look afu 
affairs. 

Sharp lives near Frost on the old home place 
Lightner, another daughter of our worthy 
*, Peter Lightner, was married to George Gay, 
• of die late John (fay, Esq., near Marlinton. 
For many years Mr and Mrs Gay lived on the farm 
now in the oossession of F. A. Renick. Eso.. near 





of F. A. Renick, Esq., 

Hillsboro, until their removal to the State of Iowa. 

Folly Lightner and the late Sheldon Clark, Esq., were 

married and settled in the Little Levels, where then 

son, Sherman; now lives. Mr ('lark came from the 

state of Connecticut, and made an immense fortune by 

♦ 

merchandising and farming. 


Il( 


1 was a 




k £ Y 





ed citizen, and by strict attention to his own business 

much. Mr ('lark is survived bv four 

i 

Shqrnmn, Henry, Alvin, and Preston. 

•man H. ('lark, the eldest, married Mary Frances 
daughter of the late Joel Hill, and lives on the old 

Clark homestead. 

Alvin Chirk married Mary Agnes, daughter of the 







•d, and resides east of Hillsboro. 

near the head of Spring ('ret 





i 


> 




married Josephine Levisav, m 






s on the George Poagt 



i > 
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There was another worthy brother, Peter 

I- 7 

whose wife was Martha Blair. He died serera 
since on a farm south of Hillsboro. 

The history of Sheldon Clark illustrates the 




hontas possibilities in reach of those who are moral in 
habits, diligent in business, honest and strictly upright 

in their business relations. The advancement of such 

may be slow, but it will be sure and enduring, and the 
results bring comfort and influence to those who inherit 
them, a rich heritage to clrildien's children. 

Phebe Ann Lightner was married to John Cleek, on 
Knapps Creek, on the place now T occupied by the 
homes of their sons, Peter L. and the late William H. 
Cleek, and their daughter, Mrs B. F. Fleshman. 

The annals just recorded of these persons may be 
brief and simple, but yet how very suggestive as one 
reflects upon them. From these biographical note > 
material may be gathered illustrating pioneer sufferings 
- and privations, thrilling romance, tragic incidents in 
peace and war. 


JOHN BARLOW, 

Among the worthy pioneers of our county, the ven¬ 
erable John Barlow, ancestor of the Barlow connexion, 
is very deserving of remembrance. He was the only 
son of Alexander Barlow, of Bath County, who was a 

7 7 

French emigrant, and had married an English emi¬ 
grant, whose name was Barbara. He was living in 

Bath when the Revolutionary war came on. Entering 

«/ ~ 

the service of the colonies he fell in battle, according 
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tradition 


Thi 




ow married Henry Casebolt an 


d 






Auldridge Place on the mountain 



T /111 



oking 



1 v e. 





friend was born November 2d 




i 




% X ▼ 


le reached manhood, he found employment 

ilv for he was honest and industrious. There 
#*' 

vs be a place for such as long as there remains 
work to be done. Alexander Waddell, who lived on 




e place near Marvin, had him employed. 
Young Barlow and one of the daughters became at¬ 
tached, and were married in lSOtf. The engagement 
occurred while Martha Waddell and Yonsr Barlow wore 


getting in a supply of firewood. She drove the sled 
while he chopped and loaded. It is not often that 
wood is chopped and hauled under such pleasingly ro¬ 
mantic circumstances. At the time of their marriage 
the groom was 25 and the bride 10. 

John and Martha Barlow began home keeping at the 
Briar Patch," on Buckley Mountain, now known as 

A point that commands a very 


% in 


the Pyles pr 



extensive view. Afterwards Mr Barlow bought a piece 
and from Thomas Brock, on Redliek mountain. 
Here he built up a home, reared his family, and spent 




reater part of his married life. 


Thi 


s property is 


now owned bv his son, Henry Barlow'. 

7 •/ 


They were the parents of ten sons and five 



yli 



to • 















am, Alexander, James, John, Nathan 
v, Amos, George, and Andrew. 

*e Elizabeth, who became the wife o 

*, Esq.; Miriam, who marrie 


% 







im 
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I ® 
* 


Marv Aim married 







> died at the asre of four years 


• * 





t' 



ter unnamed, dying in infancy a few we 

1 • c 1 « 




Tin 


A 



son. William, moved west 





;ler Countv, Missouri. Of this 



• § 


‘e are now surviving 
on the old homeplace. 


Henry Barlow 



He 



a 





in 







grazier, and has been very 
The second survivor, and one of the youngest 
family, is Amos Barlow, of Huntersville, 
merchant and farmer, and prospered greatly in 
in ess affairs. He is President of the County Court, 

4 / 

and widely known. 

f. 

It is worthy of mention that when our worthy pioneer 
bought the Brock land he paid for it in venison at fifty 


emits a saddle or pair. Mr Barlow estimated the num¬ 
ber of deer killed bv him at fifteen hundred. On the 

t 

most lucky day of all his hunting career lie killed six 



deer and wounded the seventh. IJe never kept count 
of the bears, panthers, wildcats, turkeys, and 
shot bv him. The elk and buffalo were virtually ex 

• a 

terminated before his hunting days. 

lie was an expert marksman, and passionately 
of shooting, but the rules of his church—the Methodi 









Episcopal, of which he was one of the or 

M*s on Ston v Creek 

«• 

match was arranged for in the 
3 attended as a spectator. The main prize 
r of beef. Near the close of the 

to Mr Barlow to shoot 


Yfter much solicitation 


















3k it 






9 
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careful aim 


and pierced tlie centre, thus gaining 







in 


an d 



i 


of fat beef. A scrupulous fellow 

to report to the Presiding 
e the offending brother duly disciplined for 







119 



credit of religion. The Elder had him cited to appeal 

•ly conference for trial. Brother Bar- 


* 





ow me 



y obeyed, and put in his appearance. When 


his turn came on the docket, the Elder said: 





ell, Brother Barlow, you are charged with shoot- 





* a prize. What did you do ( 


* * 


“I merely shot once, ' replied Mr Barlow, “-to ac¬ 
commodate a friend, not for the purpose of getting a 


prize for myself. 


• * 


* t 




Did you win the prize." 

-1 did.” 

4 fc Did you get the beef '" 

4 'Only so much as mv friend sent me for a mess. 

a/ 

""Was it good beef 
""Yes, very nice." 

‘"Well," says the Elder, after some apparently se¬ 
rious reflection, and solemn groanings ot the spirit, "‘1 

% 

see nothing wrong in what Brother Barlow has done, 
so 1 will just drop this case and proceed to the next 

matter of business.” 



During his last days, while kept at home and out < 

the infirmities of age^ our venen 









asked if he would like to live his life ovei 


again 






; “1 have no wish to live 

over again, but there is one thing 1 would 

is to have one more good bear hui 


m 



* 







oil 



# l 





1 


1 A 1 
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ountain. 


% % 


This aged and intere.ting man passe 
, 1806, verging 85 years of age. 

r 7, 1872, aged 82. 

onscientiouslv lamest themselves. 


S 




t 


uinar a 


s « evoteu w 






§ 


everybody else to he honest. 


Thev 


wen 


srai 



deed, in whom there was no guile. On them 
children rest the blessing promised to the mee 
the pure in heart; provided, they cherish 
meekness as their venerated pioneer ancestors ( 



* 




s in 






ain 



FELIX GRIMES, 

This paper is devoted to the memory of two persons 
whose numerous descendants have formed an influen- 
ti d element of our citizenship for the put 75 yen 


' ■ < . 


HOUR 1 


Felix Grimes, the pioneer, and his wife, Catherine. 

were natives of Ireland. The ship on which they sail¬ 
ed came near being 1 lost during a storm in mid-ocean. 
At one time the masts were touching the waves, ant 
water pouring in over the ship's side. The passengers 
and some of the sailors were in frantic terror,—some 
were praying, some cursing and swearing, am 
wildly screaming with fright. The captain and sour 
of the crew were self-possessed enough to urge tin 
sengers to the opposite side of the vessel, and 
at once, and the voyage was made in 

took three months to make the 
was at New Castle, most 
me was spent in Pennsylvania. 




















Follow 

emigration, these persons finally located a home on tin 


► 
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The ori 



s overlooking the valley of Knapp's 
nine or ten miles from Huntersville 

settled here about 1770. 

: was Graham, but it came to 
to Grimes, and has so been written and 


m 


f 








*< > 




« 



g 


Felix Grimes settled in the unbroken forest on lands 
now occupied bv Morgan Grimes, the heirs of the late 
Dav is Grimes, and others in that vicinity- The origi¬ 
nal site is now in the possession of Margaret Grimes, 
near Mt Zion church. Traces of the pioneer home are 

vet discernible near her residence. It was here these 

1 

worthy persons reared their family, consisting of five 
sons and four daughters: Margaret, Mary, Sally and 
Xancy; Arthur, John, Charles, Henry and James. 

Margaret Grimes married William Montgomery and 
settled in Licking County, Ohio. Nancy was married 
to Rev Samuel G„ Montgomery, a Methodist minister, 

i same county. Mary married Henry Montgome¬ 
ry of Ohio; and Sallv married a son of Alexander Wad- 

* «/ 




dell, 

Obit 



arvin pioneer, and moved to Gallipolis, 


> 


Arthur Grimes, eldest son of Felix, married 



•v 




Sharp, a sister of the late William Sharp, near Verd¬ 
ant Valley, Their children were Rachel, who married 
Solomon Buzzard; Henry, who married 

daughter of Reuben Buzzard, of Pendleton coun¬ 
ts sons were Peter and Franklin; Zane 
Frost; David, in Harrison county 

' * f 








mon 



» 

€ 



t 

fl C 




'ers. She died in Highland eount\ 

C * t/ 





V 


f 


er sous, Cicero ami James Leonard 

to Parkersburg, West Virginia. Jolm 

s, C 5 

Lickhannon during the late war between the 



vs. 





t runes 



HI 





G., son of Arthur, married 



a r \ 



% 


lines 







t of James Grimes, of 



elix 


ic 


pionee 


Their 



it* 


son, Hanson, married Mary Nottingham, 
of Mr and Mrs Harvey Nottingham, near 


4 






Hill. 


Hanson's only child, Minnie Grimes, 





Mrs Earl Arbogast, of Greenbank. 

Margaret, a daughter of David G., first married W, 
H. Sims. After his decease she married Erasmus 
Williams, now living near Hot Springs, Virginia, 
is the mother of fourteen children. Amanda, another 
daughter of David G., married Charles (). W. Sharp, 
and is the mother of eight children. Her son Hanson 
is in Central America, and Frank is in Louisiana.-— 


Leah another daughter of David G., married the late 
Rev George Preston Hannah, She is the moth¬ 
er of seven children, four living and three dead, Mr 
Hannah was an esteemed and useful minister of the M. 

E. Church. 

Rebecca, of Arthur, of Felix, married Thomas Drin 
nan, settled in Buckhannon, thence to Parkersburg, 

p 

thence to Chilicothe, Ohio. 


She 


was 



mother of 


four children. One son, Franklin, and three" daught¬ 
ers, names not remembered. 

Arthur Grimes, Jr., son of Arthur of 
Rebecca Cumpston and lived a while on 









3 






, then moved to Cpshur county 
young; Lavinia married 
is married and lives in 









s 




* 
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1 youngest 






I 






Tpimes, son of Felix, the ]>ioneer. 

Burner, of Travelers Repose and 
, on the farm now owned hv 








as an infirmary 


There wore six 










in youth; Abraham married a Miss (’alii- 

moved to Gallia County, Ohio, as did 

f # 

Fletcher; Nancv married a Mr Morrison 

# 

and settled in Upshur county; Elizabeth married Wil¬ 
liam McCoy and went t> Ohio. Late in life Mr 

f - 

t rimes went to Ohio to be* with his sons. lie was a 

natural en- 



of fine appearance* and 



dowments of a high order, and made the most of his 
limited opportunities for mental improvement. IIe 
represented Pocahontas as a Democrat in the House of 
Delegates, 1841-42. Upon his motion charters were 
granted for three academies, Hillsboro, Huntersville 
and Greenlmnk. He was a very prominent member of 
s church, the Methodist Episcopal. 

Charles Grimes, the third son of Felix the emigrant, 

Martha Bussard, daughter of Reuben Bussard, 
Their family consisted of ten children. John 






died voung 


Morgan married Jane, daughtei 





Daniel McLaughlin, near Greonbank. 
gan's children are John Wesley, at home. (’ora is the 

N. Sharp, a member of tin 


4 









« s> 




E. Conference. 



is 









i, and Onie Jane is at home with 
Grimes was a Union soldier 





r* 




* State's, and so was his relative 


i 



m 




f ' mJ 
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un 


Davis Grimes, anothei 


1 







Crimes, married Margaret Paugh am 
on of the old homestead. lie recently 




eu on a sec 




*f 



survived bv his widow and two children 







1 



i 


w 



I 


Play Dreppard, and Elmer E. ( 

a daughter of (diaries Grimes 



* 


#1 «• 




Samuel Auldridge. She was the mother of five 
ren: Tillotson lives at Buckeye; (diaries 




m 


Greenbrier; Luther lives near Mill Point; Kenney 

* *j 

the Levels; Elizabetli married William Clendennin. 




Margaret Grimes, daughter of Charles Grimes, mar 
ried Hugh Carpenter and settled on Thomas Creek 
She is the mother of five children. Charles went 
Texas; Hanson and Fletcher live near Dunmore; Ra¬ 
chel married Craigan Grimes, a teacher of schools and 
lives near Mill point. 

Elizabeth Catherine, another daughter of Charles 
Grimes, died during the War,—a young woman of 
much amiability of character. 

Another daughter of this (diaries Grimes, Mary 
Cullum, was married to Rev George Poage Wanless, a 


widely known and much esteemed Ministei 


< 




* 


M 


E. Church. Towards the close of his long and useful 
ministerial service he was Presiding Elder of 




anoke District. 


2 


It his death he was 


a 


m m 





ornery C ounty, Virginia. 


Hei 





osie Loretta, wife of Bently Oliuger, of Price's Foi 

Va., who was killed while at work on 
Bridge. Della W aid ess married William 







m 


n 



oop Mountain, who is now a me 



i 





nua. 


Samuel Waul ess is 




V 
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) wife of U. S. A. 



i 





1 





now in Tennessee. Fannie 



young 



t 



of Charles Grimes of Felix 
* 

was named Loretta Jane. She is the 



J 






William Jefferson Moore, who lives on a part of the 
John Moore homestead. She is the mother of nine 



Rachel A. Grimes, another daughter of Charles 
Grimes, was married to A. Jackson Moore, on Back 
Alleghany. She has seven children. 

Martha S. Grimes, of Charles, became the wife of 
Peter H. Grimes; and settled in Ola, Iowa. 


The 

names of her six children are Thelia, Seba, Mary, Ez¬ 
ra, Brumby and Henry. 

' 9J 

Henry Grimes, son of Felix, died in youth. 

James Grimes, the last of the sons of Felix, the pio¬ 
neer, married Mary Burner of the Upper Tract, a sis¬ 
ter of the late George Burner. James settled on that 

section of the Felix Grimes lands now held by Mrs Ma- 

«/■ 

ry Fertig. There were nine children, Abraham, who 
married Margaret Brady, daughter of Samuel Brady, 
and settled in Webster, and reared a large family. 
Rev Addison Grimes, book agent, is one of Abraham’s 



Abraham died several years since, aged seventy 









ci 



James, Allen Grimes, married 
oid. and after her death married Fannie Silva 


% 

c 




md 




in 






on Stamping Creek. His children are Ci 

izabeth, who is the wife of Thomas 









ter county; Georgiana, wife of 



eni 


ft % .9 
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Bob 










on Stamping ('rock; J. 

(’reek, a prominent teachei 
ing (’reek; Mary, wife of 
Lucv, the wife of Emmett Notingham, on 
’reek. 

George Grimes, of James, married 
daughter of the late Josiah Friel, and settle! 


t rimes 




o 



it men 



11 s 












Millpoint; George (’. Grimes married Eleanor 
and moved to Iowa, and reared seven children, 
tie, Scott, Granville, William, Esta and 



Ret- 



are 



\3 


names remembered bv their friends; Brvson died in 

V 7 t. 

youth, just before the War; Catherine married Leon¬ 
ard Bow vers, as his second wife; Marv married David 

• 7 « 

Grimes; Elizabeth married James Weiford, of Hillsbo¬ 
ro. 


This brings the chronicles of the Grimes 


relation¬ 


ship within the memory and observation of their living 
friends, and a basis is furnished for the use of some fu¬ 
ture compiler, The writer gratefully appreciates tne 
patient and efficient assistance rendered him by 
gan Grimes, and Mrs Mantie Bambrick. 

Jacob Warwick and Felix Grimes seem to have 
on verv friendlv terms. He once asked James 







&/ 


what he would charge for managing his affairs. 

James was trying to estimate what he would be 

do it for, Mr Warwick remarked that 

% 

for what he was doing was what he cou 

Arthur Grimes and Levi Moore, son of Levi 


















pLoneer 








and afterwards a member of 


a scout to Clover Lick to 








u re 


• it 







» 
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i 



vv 





leir gun 




no sign they w-Hit to the house 

o «* 

outside the door, and finding 






1111, lay down and fell asleep. Arthur dreamed o 


being 




7 


a rattlesnake, sprang out of bed 



awakened Moore. 



The dog was growling at Indians 


ing toward the house. The men seized their guns 




and e 




1 


leaving the dog shut up in the house 


The dog soon came to them, however. 


The Indians 



the building, cut a pair of moccasins from a dres- 


Ben, 


and amused 


sed deer skin belonging to old 

o 

themselves by striping the feathers from two live roost¬ 
ers to see their antics. 

When they reported to Jacob Warwick about the af¬ 
fair, he told them that whenever he dreamed of wild 
turkeys he was sure of having trouble with Indians 


very soon. 


DAVID GIBSON, 



avid Gibson, a pioneer of Pocahontas county, and 

of the Gibson connexion in our county, 
came from Augusta county, near Waynesboro, Virgin- 

Id e located near Gibson's Knob, two 




17a 0 






outh of Hillsboro, now in possession of Isaac 

He reared a large family, but few of their 



names are known to the writer. One of his sons, John 


1 









, where his descendants now live 


it 





V, died in vouth; Sally married 

V ’ 1/ I «/ 

and lived near Buckeye, where Henry 









married Joseph Buckley am 
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iav; 

a' 




i 





( 



a* neighboring farm, now ow 
nnie married a Mr Blake. 

iibson, another son, located on the 
£lk about 1823, and began life i 






^ * 










ve o, ‘ 

9J 







F 

The llammli brothers bad preceded him 

Gibson's wife, Mary, after whom 

£ 

el is named (a neat house of worship on P£lk, 
daughter of the late William Sharp, near fidrav 
mother was Elizabeth Waddell, daughter of Alexanc 



% 






# 






Waddell, a pioneer settler near Millpoint, the 
now occupied by Joseph Smith and others. 

The Gibson family on Elk consisted of five sons anc 

t 

three daughters. William, the oldest, lived on Elk. 
His wife was Polly Gay, daughter of the late Samuel 
M. Gay, near Marlinton; John married Margaret Town¬ 
send, near Driftwood; David, a well-known physician, 
married Elizabeth Stalnaker, daughter of Warwick 
Stalnaker, of Randolph; James Gibson married Jennie 
F riel, daughter of John Friel,- who was killed in battle 
on Alleghany Mountain, December, 1861; Jacob Gib¬ 
son married a Miss Wamsley of Randolph, and was 

•mis 




killed during the war near Huttonsville in a 
with Jenkin's Cavalry; David Gibson's daughter, 

abeth became the wife of James McClure, near Edi 

> 

Mary married Rankin Poage, at Ed ray; Nancy 






4 







m wife of Samuel M. (-Jay, on the Indian 
Mr Gibson built up a comfortable home, in which lie 
was assisted bv his industrious sons and dausr 



The 



of thrift learned from their 





m 


en successfully kept up, and prosperity 

airs, and all have comfortable 
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KJ 


mi 






might come 




is home was open to tlie sti 

His confidences were sometime 

imposition practiced upon him 




s 











ft 


ence with his treatment of others 



v 











ionic was at the service of the preachers, 
the preaching on Upper Elk was at 
-as a great undertaking to locate in the un 





forest and build up a home and rear the family 
lese worthy people succeeded so well in accomplishing. 


A1 


such should be remembered and their services 


gratefully appreciated, and the story of their lives told 


for the instruction and encouragement 


< 


>f the 


genera¬ 


tions following. The righteous, the honest and indus¬ 
trious should be held in lastihg remembrance. 


VALENTINE CACKLEY, 

During the last century but few names have been 
more familiarly known in our countv, before and since 

«/ 7 

the organization, than the Cackleys. The ancestors of 
this relationship were Valentine Uackley, Senior, and 
Marv Frve, his wife, from the lower Valiev not far 

t/ 1 7 t, 

from Winchester, at Capon Springs. They located at 

Mi 



>oint about 1778. These worthy people were ef 




r 



eseeut. The original name was Keeklv, and 







spelled (hickley by the way it was 



*o 




Th 


lr sons were 


ri 11 * 


L 


evi, 


William, Joseph 


\ 





ar 





* 

jamin, and their daughters were 
Rebecca—six sons and four 






am 









aughter, became the wife 
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1 





. Gav. who reside 

Id bv the heirs of the late George 

i 

Greenbrier above Marl in ton two miles 
was her grandson. Mrs Gav was a very estim 


m now 


>n. on 








am 


son. and the stoi 


mg 


v o 


•v 


f her 


life woul( 



irillinff 




Marv Cacklev was married to Willette Pei 



V 





wetit west. 

Anne Cacklev became the wife of Thomas Hill. 
Rebecca Cacklev was married to John Ewing, 
family went to Ohio. She was the mother of elev 


Her 





sons. 


The youngest was named Eleven Ewing 






believed that the famous Tom Ewing, statesman am 

orator, and as such was the pride of Ohio, in his time 

was of this family. 

%> 

Levi Cacklev married Nancy Bradshaw, daughter of 
John Bradshaw the founder of Huntersville, and set¬ 
tled on Stamping ('reek, where some of his worthy de¬ 
scendants vet reside. Jacob, Levi, and William were 

fit- > 

the names of his sons. Rev A. M. Cacklev, I). I)., 



of the Baltimore conference, is a grandson. 

William Cackley, son of Valentine, married Jennie 
Gay, daughter of Robert Gay, and first settled on 
property now owned by Mathews Ruckman. near 
point, and also operated a store. Having sold 
the late 1). L. Ruckman, he moved his 
*m on Cummings ('reek, near Huntersv 
esided for many years, farming and mei 
in public office. A singular occurrence 

















with this removal to Huntersv 
become tired of her flock of 





v 



1 


/ 







tried 
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avo the 






to her surpris 


41 

u 









ee near the dwelling the next morn 


mg 



1 


• « 







mi 








9 



ey were the parents of five 
gliters: Robert, Claiborne, Frye, 
arv, Leah, Hannah, Ann aud Sarah 




avis 







on Elk 

lived 



the wife of J. J. (dark, merchant 
Leah became Mrs John Ilogsett and livet 

Hannah was married to William Flovd am 

«■> 

Sutton, Braxton County. 

Will iani Cackley was a captain in the war of 1812 . 
His kindness to his company endeared himself to the 
soldiers and their friends and gave him great populari- 

He was a Jacksonian Democrat; went several 
terms to the Legislature; was Sheriff of the Countv. 

7 t/ 

Late in life he moved to Illinois, where most of his 
surviving posterity reside. 

Valentine Cacklev, Junior was married to Marv 





Moore, from Eastern Virginia. Their daughter Caro* 
iue was the first wife of Harper McLaughlin; and their 
son, William II. Cackley, once a prominent citizen of 
Pocahontas, now a merchant in Roncevcrte. 

Valentine Cacklev took the census for Pocahontas 

t 

Countv in 18*10. He had the lower mill erected at 

Joseph Cackley owned the upper mill, am 



after selling out to Sampson Mathews, lie migralec 



Ohio, married and settled there. 

Beniamin Cacklev staid awhile on his share o 

# t • 

, now' known as the Lee Place, and sold o 









other Joseph and w'ent to Jackson Countv, 



The youngest soli of Valentine Cacklev, Sc 

♦ «• 




1 



nit* 







ob 


He seemed to have 



% 




*ssivei\ 






of athletic sports—running, wrestlin 



int 


ntching quoits. One of the most populai 

time seems a singular one to us. 


t 



] versions 




i 

t%€ 



who could throw a pumpkin the highest ant 



o see 


1 




rime 


falling. 


Another diversion was 




* 



stones over the water. One day while thus amusing 

mnself, with several others, on the mill race, Jacob 

/ * / 

suddenly collapsed and was carried into ’ the house. 
He had overexerted himself bv an underhanded throw, 

t' 7 

and received internal injuries, and died from the effects 
a most excruciating death. As a final resort quicksilver 
was given him, the effects of whien were agonizing in 
the extreme. J)r Althair was the attending physician. 

Valentine Cackley, the pioneer, accumulated an im¬ 
mense landed estate. His home was about the loca¬ 
tion occupied by Isaac McNeePs residence. It seems 
at one time to have been within the limits of the fort. 
The fort was about where the garden is. Persons yet 
living have seen relics picked up by parties working in 
the garden. He encouraged and promoted useful in¬ 
dustries. A firstclass mill, for the time, was bui 
tannery projected, a tilt hammer started, ami a 
carried on. While the venerable pioneer cou 
look a wide prospect from his home, and while 
not quite “the lord of all his eye could survey 
he could lay T claim to a goodly portion of w 






in 





east, north, and west of Midpoint. 

1 a person is worthy of remembrance, 

very important and influential part of our 

off than it was when he settler 
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DIANA SAUNDERS. 




1 




■ ar of 1812 there came to oui 



one of the most interesting and eccentric 

our older people remember anything about 




* 



a l * 


lv 


Diana Saunders, late of Rocky Point on Dry Branch 

^ */ ♦ 

of Swairo. She was the widowed mother of four child- 





Anna, Eleanor, Cyrus, and Isaac. 


II 


or 





was built near the head springs of Dry Branch, 
st in speaking distance 


of the Rocky !> 




, and just below. 

Cvrus Saunders lived in Madison County, Va., and 

C" c 

was a merchant and a citizen of prominence. 

Isaac Saunders, upon attaining his majority, went to 
Fayette County, married, and settled on the banks of 
New River not far from the Hawk’s nest. 




2 1 Ik! I r \ 1 * 


Anna made her home with him for a time, and then 
became Mrs Ewing of Fayette County. 

i ? #/ f 


Eleanor 



was married to Barnett Adkis 


son, from Madison County, and lived on Spruce Flat 
on the head of Swago, on the place now occupied by 


James Adkisson 


[n reference to her children we have 



hand 



following particulars, communicated by 





ine first became wife of William Tvler, fro. 

® ' 

. and then Mrs Jacob Weiford, non 




William Adkisson, whose wife was Martha 
om Madison County, lived on Spruce Flat. 





Abel 



whose first wife was 







% 
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m * 



daughter of the lata Daniel Adkisson 



1 



"1 


J 



oml wife was Frances Hughes, live 

Swago, where his son Oliver Blake now liv 

Daniel Adkisson married Marv Holmes 

•/ 

ounty, and settled on Spruce Flats. 

Isaac Adkisson married Martha Voung, .. 

“Young Place" on Rich Mountain. 
Frances Adkisson first became Mrs James 





m 



51 111 






S i 1 ve\ 


and lived at the head of Swago. She was afterwards 
married to the late Joseph Rodgers, and lives near 



Nancv married 


and settled on New Rivet 



of Nicholas Countv 


He was a In 



a* bv occu 
«/ 


pation. 


Martha Jane i 



married James Arthur, of 


Webster County, and went to the western part of the 



Lucinda Adkisson, the youngest of Eleanor's daugh¬ 
ters, was married to Rev Joshua Eucklev, and lived at 

1 #/ 7 

Buckeye. Some reference to her family is made in 

•/ t/ 

other sketches. 


But few persons have left 




upon 




memory more vividly than Mrs 





she had been 






rom the way Granny Saunders 
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wondei 


1 




Jim Mon roo, a ml Tom 

such finicky, limber-jointed, red headed 
uiiciiisr customers had e v e i* 




9 





our United Statos, it is inferred that hei 
g youth must have been passed in Orange 

lere. 

The writer was frequently told bv his lamented mo¬ 
ther that when he was an infant about six weeks old he 
had the whooping cough so severely that he was given 

up to die. As a last resort Granny Saunders was sent 

* 

for in all haste, and when she arrived the baby was to 
appearances cold and dead. The doctress ordered 
a tub of hot water, plouted the babv in, soaked him 
awhile and gave him a good rubbing. She then called 
* a razor and a goose quill, scarified the little body 
between the shoulders, inserted the quill and gave him 
a blowing up until the infant began to blow for him- 

He came to and recovered, and has been blow¬ 
ing seventy years on his own hook, figuratively speak- 





mg 


There have been times in his life when the writ¬ 


er has felt rather regretfully that Granny Saundert 

managed her case so well as to keep him from dying 
at that safe time. Now, however, he feels thankful to 
God for what she was able to do. lie deems it a most 

to have lived the life the Supreme 




allotted to him. Though this life 


r* 



been 




a e 





full of mistakes and blunders. 
His Holv name, for life and its won- 
for the hereafter, when the Lord comes, 
be hard to exaggerate the useful services 







V/ _ 




* « 
.3 


S inn l m 


m i 

J 


for a half centurv 
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or more, when there was no resident physich 







arm Springs or Lewisbur 
years her time was virtually spent in th 


or \ 




V 


O 

v,/ 






‘ring. Stormy nights, swollen, 

streams and torrents were braved bv 

« 

> be with the siek in their distress. 





is here 







While it is true the most of her services were r 
tiered in scenes over which the thickest veil of nrivaev 


» 









should be ever drawn, vet it mav not be o 
form to say that she never lost her self possession, 
patient might be to all appearances in extremis, 
less than a step between her and death in the throes o 
of maternity, all present convulsed with grief and ap¬ 
prehension except Granny Saunders. She would 
her pipe in the ashes, ejaculate prayers along with the 
puffs of smoke, and sit down by the patient: "Hold on 
old girl, we can't spare you yet; pick your Hint and try 
it again. 1 have been praying for you, and the good 
Lord Almighty never goes back on his word to old 

Grannv Saunders." 

t' 

In the course of an hour or so, Grannv Saunders 


looks up the "old man.” When 



finds him she 


opens her arms as if to embrace him. He draws back 
exclaiming, "Oh Granny, don't do that!" " 



1 



ugly beast, if you won't let me kiss you, come 
see what a pretty thing the good Lord 





as 





woman. 


How it could be so pretty no 
tell without seeing the mother!" 

» 

One of the most praiseworthy traits in 
lis grand woman was her abhorrence o 





ai 






8 



ways,’' as she would tersely put it. 





si 40 
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» 


7 the wav a young man seemed to 
n whom she felt a motherly inter 









nces seemed to indicate that the 


1 % 4 


young n 





had plucked the the rose, but left the thorn 
•eartbroken young friend; or in other words 




:er upon a promise of marriage. 

One day, it seems, the young man met her in 
road, and he said: “Granny Saunders, if you do not 

7 V t 

quit talking about me, as I hear of you doing, I shall 
have to sue you for slander/* 

i ' 

The old lady cleared her decks for action, rolled up 
her sleeves and shook her fist under his nose. “I am 
readv for von here, at the court house, or anywhere 

*/ ' «r 

else, outside the bottomless pit. There is where pups 
like you are bound to go, so I will not promise to have 
anything to do with you there. I cannot blame a 
Beaver Dam evening wolf for coming over here and 
stealing a lamb, for it is built that way, and can't 
know any better, but when I see a customer like you, 
with good looks, good natural sense and belonging to 


a decent family, guilty of things the Old Bov would be 
above doing, I must tell you, I do say I must tell you 
the dirtiest, yellow, egg-sucking dog in all Pocahontas 
is an angel to what you are. If the devil knows you as 
o, and thinks of you as I do, he will put you on one 
lis hottest gridirons all bv vourself, as not fit com- 

O %j 7 

pany for any other lost soul." 








% 



T 






wav 

1 / 



seem to have been “winged ones 
never brought for slander, he mendet 
ooked through his Bible and found a verse 
writings that convinced him that the easiest 




ft 
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* tangle would be to mam 





m 


promis 





If there could have been kept a fa! 
doings and savings it would have 

n c n 

, nothing like it in extant literature. 


• /1 




« 








* 






entertaining story of the time the troops were 
march to Yorktown, and about Washington 




c 



the yard fence and calling for water. 



ii* 





e 


t 6 



sent her out with bucket and gourd, fresh from 
well, and w at ere 1 tho thirsty general and staff att 
ants. k *Thev took their water, and I tell you the\ 

*' / t/ «.■ 

drank a few, and then the grandees rode away 
high heads and stiff upper lips, looking at me as if they 
thought it was about all that I was fit for, to handle 
the water gourd for their pleasure." 



She had many stories that thrilled the little 


l! 



#' 


•O 1 a 


One was about a child being born in 1775 that’ only 
lived a few minutes. Before it died it said 
plainly as could be spoken by a grown person: 



as 


*vA warm winter and a cold spring, 

A bloody summer and a new king!' 1 

One of her most popular lullabys had this re 

“Sleep all day and cry all night, 
Whippoorwill, whippoorwill." 


vet living remember the r 









to the salutation, 4 -Well, Granny 

7 7 •/ 







to 



t 


* % 


% 4 







Poorly enough, to tell you 

and that is all. I have 
v ears, pains in the top of 




t 


i 











* vl ^ M, ^ 
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* 


m in v 





between niv shoulders, in niv amis 

«/ •' 

: body, in my knees, in mv ankles 







toes/' Then pausing a moment a 
more places for pains, she wo 
eyes toward heaycn and devoutly 




«' 




k . Lord, bless His Holy X time, T have a 

#/ - 


Late in the fifties or early in the sixties, she went to 
make her home with Isaac and Anna, on New River, 
where she died fifteen or twenty years ago, aged about 

•/ «/ r 1 7 n 

a hundred and three years as most of her acquaintances 
believe. Dear old friend, the Creator has not sent 


many like her to our part of the world as yet. 


LANTY LGCKRIDGE. 

One of the most widely known of Pocahontas fami- 
lies in former years was tjiat of the ancestor of the 
Lockridge relationship, at Driscol, four miles east of 
Huntersville. It was a place of resort for visiting law¬ 
yers to and from Huntersville on public occasions. 
Pleasant mention is made of the kind treatment receiv¬ 
ed and of the nice and bountiful table comforts enjoy- 



in the memoir of the late Howe Pevton, and 


in 


some published reminiscences of George Mayse, of the 



rings 









Lock ridge, the progenitor 
our countv, came from the Lowei 
in Highland county. 


about 







» 


* river from Williamsville, Bath countv 

T i' 

s Lockridge was Elizabeth Benson, of the same vi 
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C 



m 


Some of her near relatives 









( 






o 





oui whom Joseph Benson Forakei 






is name 




ancestry, and who is now in the Senate 
d States, colleague of M. A. Hanna, 







o 


Mr and Mrs Lock ridge were of pure Se< 
scent. Earlv in the century they settled < 










Creek and built up a prosperous home and rear 
large family, four sons and five daughters: 
Matthias, Lantv, James T.. Elizabeth, Nelly, 
Rebecca and Martha. 

Andrew Lockridge married Elizabeth 








81 # 





daughter of John Gillilan, near Midpoint, and move 
to Missouri.—Matthias Lockridge went to Missouri in 

early manhood, married Miss Crow, a Missouri lady, 

«/ 7 ' *'■ 

—Lantv Lockridge married Caroline 


and settled there.— 

(deck, daughter of John Clock, and first settled on the 
“Gay Place," near Sunset, then on the “Harper 


Place," near Sunset, finally moved to Ord, Nebraska, 
where his sons Lee and Augustus now reside. 

Col James T. Lockridge married Miss Lillie Moser 


% 



of South Carolina, and occupied the homestead, 
was his home during life. lie was a citizen 
prominence, Colonel 127 Virginia Militia, magi 

Virginia Hou 



1C 


ti u* 






n 

<>L 


merchant, sheriff and member 
Delegates. Their children, two sons and two ( 

O 7 

ers, are Horace M. Lockridge, of Huntersville 

orence Milligan, of Buena Vista; Dr 




1 



rs 







e, of Driscol, and Mrs L. W. Hen 

school teacher and instructor in instumental music 
Elizabeth, eldest daughter, became 

enrv Herold, who moved to 

7 





■ < 



K 
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of her family settled* The late Washing 





ft 



5 


was one of her sons. 






Jacob 


were 








daughter, was married to the 
Travelers Repose. Their children 
eight daughters. * 

third daughter, was married to the late John 
McNeel, near Millpoint. The tradition is that Nellie 

r 

and Harriet were married the same day—a double 
wedding. Their family numbered two sons and three 
daughters: Isaac, Mathew John, Eveline, who was 


marr 



to the late Adrew D. Amiss of Buckeye. 


Mi 


Amiss was a clerk in one of the government depart¬ 
ments at Washington, and attended to considerable 
public business in Pocahontas during his life. Rachel 
was married to the Late Dr Wallace. Elizabeth Me- 
Neel married Jacob Crouch, of Randolph County. 

Rebecca Lockridge, the fourth daughter, was mar¬ 
ried to the late Joseph Seybert, and lived first on the 
Waddell place, near Midpoint, then on the place occu¬ 
pied by Henry Sharp, on Douthard’s Creek, and lastly 

* 

on the farm now held by William L. Harper, near 


Sunset. Their sons were Lanty and Jacob. 


Lanty 


died a prisoner of war at Elmira, New York. Jacob 
married Mary Jones, of Greenbrier County, and lived 
a prosperous citizen of Rockbridge County. There 
were two daughters, Maria and Elizabeth. Maria 

married to Andrew Herold and now lives 
Elizabeth Seybert was married to the late 
Gibson, of Highland County. Joseph, 











1 



William Gibson are her sons. 


Eva 




on married David Kyle, of Rockbridge 
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Highland 





>n in a teacher in the public* 
lizabeth Gibson married J. M. 



1 



olaw 



Monterey, Ya.; Catherine Gibson 
in the Rockbridge public schools. 


is 



popular tc 


i 



1 


Martha Lockridge, the fifth daughter, was 






to Roger Hickman, of Bath Countv 


Her 





were Lantv Hickman, now of Tucker County, 

•j ' t* - 

Elizabeth, who is Mrs Stuart Rider, of Bath Count; 




It has been a pleasure to the wi iter to collect the 

material for this sketch, for many of the persons men¬ 
tioned therein were among the cherished friends of his 
vouth. 

As to the personal appearance of this venerable man, 
it was a common remark of those who had seen Henry 

f/ 

Clay that there was a striking resemblance in the form 
and features of the two men, and that those who had 
portraits of Henry Clay had nothing to do but scratch 
out the name and write Lantv Lockridge in place of it, 
and they would have his picture and one that every¬ 
body would recognize. The writer never saw Henry 
Clay, but he has been often impressed with the portrait 
he has seen, and is always reminded of our venerable 
friend by the striking resemblance, so apparent to those 
who were acquainted with him. 


* 

1 * 

JOSHUA BUCKLEY, 


It appears from Authentic tradition t 
settler of the Buckeye neighborhood, 
of Marlinton, was Joshua Buckley, at 
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o 


] 



with the Greenbrier. It was ab 



vear 1770 or 1775. He came from Winchester 
•/ 

, Hannah Collins, was a native 



1 







town 




south of Winchester 


John 










r 







t 


, was but two weeks old when 
in the month of March on their 
their new home. 






Upon their arrival they occupied a deserted hunter’s 


camp, and on the same day Mr Buckley took the suf¬ 
fering, jaded horses to John McNeel’s, in the Levels, 


to procure keeping for them awhile, thus leaving wife 
and child alone. The wolves howled all night, and 
she could hear the snapping of their teeth, but she 
disclaimed all fear. This camp was occupied until a 
cabin could be built and ground prepared for potatoes 
and buckwheat. 

This family for the first summer subsisted on a bush¬ 
el and a half of meal, brought with them from Win¬ 
chester, with potatoes and venison. Mr Buckley could 





Cooks Run and pick out a deer as conveniently 
as a mutton may now be had, and even more easily. 

One of the daughters, Mrs Hetty Kee, the ancestress 
of the Kee family, when a little girl remembered see¬ 
ing the Indians very often, and frequently heard them 
on the ridges overlooking Buckeye, whistling on their 
powder charges, and making other strange noises a 



signals. 




one crop of buckwheat 
to illustrate how it would y 













n might not ripeen enough 
grains of buckwheat between 



>i 


t 





i 





hand and covered with a hoe. 
bushel of seed and threshed out 


came 





1 


♦ 






m 











* nails used in roofing 
They were hainmered out b> 

seventeen cents a pound. 

There were frequent alarms from Indian incursions 

The women and younger children would be sc 
fort at Midpoint. The older bo vs would stav 

r ** #/ 

home to look after the stock, witli instructions 
fugee in a certain hollow log if Indians should be seen 
passing by. 

About the time Joseph Buckley became a grown 

father had five hogs fattening at the upper 

« 

night a panther came and 



re¬ 


man 


of 


One 


carried the whole lot to Cooks Run, piled them up 


and covered 


over with leaves and earth. 


The 


father and his sons watched for several nights, and 


She 


was 


finally the old panther came witli her cubs, 
shot and the cubs captured and kept for pets. One was 
given away, and the other kept until almost grown. 
It took a great dislike to the colored servants, named 
Thyatira and Joseph. Young Joe Buckley took much 
delight in frightening the servants. He would hold 



chain and start the panther after them, 



would 


et it almost catch them at times. 


This would frighten 





servants very rnvch, and they cherished 
towards the pet, and threatened to 
This made the young .man 
panther, and he would not leave it out 

servants would kill it, and 






it out 










>r 









a 


afe keeping near his bed 




The 



would 
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, purring like a kitten, though 



One nig 








tran 






*/ 



pinch 



young man was awakened 
about his throat. When became con 
his pet was licking at his throat, 
times with its teeth, then lick awdiile 
little harder- Thts frightened the young man 




lin 





so thoroughly that he sprang to his feet, dragged it out 


o 



•s and dispatched it at once. 


JOHN SHARP. 


Among the persons settling in what is.now Pocahon¬ 
tas County early in the century, John Sharp, Senior, a 
native of Ireland, is richly deserving of more than 
passing notice. He is the ancestor of the families of 
that name that constitute such a marked proportion of 
the Frost community, and have been identified with 
that vicinity for the past D1 years. Previous to the 
Revolution he came in with the tide of Scotch-Irish 

h 

iinigration that spread over Pennsylvania and New * 

Jersey, and thence moved south, and finally located in 
Rockingham County, Virginia. His wife was Marga¬ 
ret Blaine, whose parents resided in the vicinity of 
Rawley Springs, She was a relative of Rev. John S. 
Blaine, one of the pioneer Presbyterian pastors in our 
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around him. He reached Frost 

now occupied by Abram 

were six sons and as many daughters. 

were Margaret, Anna, Isabella, Elizabet 

# 

Polly. Margaret became Mrs Henry 







m 



*e 











ev and lived 


«/ 


on Thorny Creek. Anna was married to Daniel Me- 


ollam, who finally moved to Ohio, Isabella became 
Mrs Alexander Rider, who lived so long on the top of 
the Alleghany, seven miles east of Huntersville. Eliza¬ 
beth was the wife of Rev James Wanless, a widelv 


V 


known minister, and lived on upper Thorny Creek, 
where John F. Wanless now resides. 

Rosa Sharp was married to the Rev William J. Ry¬ 
der, on Back Creek. Her family mostly went west— 
to Illinois. Rev Stewart Ryder, of Bath, is her son. 
He was for several years an itinerant minister in the 

Baltimore Conference. Aaron Ryder, who liver near 

•> 7 

Frost, is another son. 

Mary Sharp became the wife of William Hartman, 
and settled in Upshur County. Her children were Joel 
Susan, Elizabeth, and Mory. Joel Hartman married 
Jonathan Yeager's daughter Rachel. Mary Hartman 

became Mrs Jeter; Susan Hartman became a Mrs Har¬ 
per, all of Upshur County. 

family 


In reference to the six sons that were 



t 



and the brothers of the six sisters whose 






% 


1 



traced, we learn the following 







ulars from Mrs Elizabeth Sharp, 
of the late John Sharp, a grandson of the pioneer John 


Sharp 


This venerable lady has a remarkable history. 


Left alone during the war, she supported her young 
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numerous family, p.iid off mortgages on the 



1 





ough 



great trouble out of debt. 




John 




occupi 




Sharp 





sous were John, Robert, Dame 
Joseph. 

married Rebecca Moore, 

John Moore, and settled 
by Joseph Moore, who is a grandson of John 
enior. 




Robert Sharp died in early youth. 

Daniel Sharp married Margaret Palmer, of Augusta 
ounty, and settled on Buffalo Mountain, beyond 
Greenbank. Daniel finally went to Lewis County, and 
settled on Leading Creek. 

James Sharp married Margaret Wanless, and settled 
on the head of Thorny Creek. There were five sons 
and two daughters in his family. William, Andrew, 
Robert, James, and Lindsay were the sons; and Jane, 
who became Mrs Nicholas Swadelv, and Nancy, who 
married James Moore, now of Nicholas County, were 
the daughters. Nicholas Swadelv moved to Ritchie 
County. Lindsay Sharp lives on the old homestead. 
Andrew Sharp lives on Back Creek, and was 97 years 
of age July 3 , 1897. He was able at that time to do 

considerable work with his axe and brush-hook. 

W illiam Sharp married Margaret Nesbitt, of Rock- 

, and settled near Frost. There were a 
daughters. Mary Paulina married 
phen Wanless, and lived on Back Creek. 






band was killed bv a vicious horse. 


Eliza 



ane 







1 



David Hannah, of Fayette County. John 
one son of this family, married Elizabeth 








10 





were 






e, of Highland County, 
mv Frost where his widow now 
e sons and four daughters. 

The sons were Charles Osborne Wade 

7 

exander Gilmer, John Benjamin Franklin, Aaron 

Bradford. Little Bradford died at the age of 
years, his mother's darling, and though many 
years have passed she weqps at the mention of his 




name 


Matilda Ursula died at sixteen months. 


Mar- 


f • 

garet Ann died aged sixteen years. Martha Ellen 
and Marietta Emmeretta Virginia are yet living. 
Gilmer Sharp married Nancy Elizabeth Arbogast, 


% * 


and settled a mile from Frost on the west branch o 
Knapps Creek, in the pine woods, and opened up a 
nice home. His family consists of seven sons and two 
daughters: Upton Porter, William Bradford, Clifton 
Chalmers, Ernest Gilmer, George Merviu, Charles 
Letcher, Minnie Ursula, and Nancy Elizabeth Daisy. 
Minnie is now Mrs Ellis Bussard, near Glade Hill. 

J. B. F, Sharp, great-grandson of the pioneer, mar¬ 
ried Mary Alice Gibson, of Bath, rnd now lives near 
Frost. Henderson Wickline, Carrie, Bessie, Ellen, 
and Ruth are their children. 

C. O. W. Sharp, another son of the 
married Amanda Grimes, and settled 

T 


same 




e were six sons and three daughter 





Hamlin, Charles Hanson, David Franklin 

, Summers Hedrick, Austin 
Montgomery, Isa Amanda, Esta Medora. 

Martha Ellen Sharp, one of the survivin 

* 

came the wife of Abram Sharp, near Frost 



% 





% 




1 



1 
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Their family consists of six sons aiu 



f 





p f 

Joseph Averill mairied Sarah 



iiit 


aiu 








If? 


Bi •owns mountain. John Washington 
Ann Simmons, of Highland, and lives 


near Frost. Their sons are Anderson Butler, 



Holme 


1 



on Abraham, and Lincoln, who died 



the age of four years. The daughters are Julia Quebec, 
who is Mrs William Shrader and lives near Frost; and 
Cuba Truxillo, who died December, 1895; greatly la¬ 
mented; Elizabeth Rachel, and Mary Hannah Susan. 

« 

The other surviving member of Mrs Bettie Sharp's 
family is Marietta Emmeretta Virginia, who married 
Thomas R. lvellison, and lives near Mountain Grove. 
Her family of three sons and six daughters are named 
as follows: John Benjamin Franklin Lightbourne, 
Charles Hackie, Thomas Bonar, Elizabeth Lugertie 
Moornau, Anna Amanda Jane, Ella, Marietta Con¬ 
stance, Hattie, and Lucy. 

The last of the sons of John the pioneer is Joseph 

Sharp, who married Elizabeth Lightner and settled on 

«► 

the homestead, now held by Abram Sharp. The fate 
Peter Sharp, near Frost, was a son of Joseph Sharp. 
He was a Confederate soldier. His wife was Marv 
Ann Herron, daughter of Leonard Herron. Three of 
its sons are Methodist preachers. Oscar is a local 
preacher; William and Jasper are in the itiner 



Samuel died recently, and Ashby is Constable of 







is Mrs Alexander Kiricofc 





IV 



in 




Azelia married Rev C. 








on, Henry Sharp, married Caroline 




« m ? 
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the late J. Harvey C 



it**-* 


% 







ives on Douthard's Creek, near 
amily numbers seven daughters and two sons 

now Mrs Henry Overholt; Uoeia, now 


m 


m 
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Eftie, Mrs J. E. C ampbell, of Covington; 

Mack Ervine; Bertha, Lucy, aud Pearl - 
is at home, a well known machinist. Albert 
sides at Marlinton, where he is a well known 
and has performed an active part in the construction 
improvements. 

Thus far we have been able to illustrate to some ex¬ 
tent the history of John Sharp, the settler. As was 
intimated, the great motive that prompted his comin 

4 

to the head of Knapps Creek was to get land. In this 
he was successful. His landed possessions reached 
from the Gibson farm, near Frost, up the West Branch 
to A humus Bussard’s, near Glade Hill. He had 



pro¬ 
perty in the Hills, on Thorny Creek, and on Buffalo 
Mountain beyond Greenbank, and the most of these 
lands yet in the possession of his descendants. 

He was small in person, blue eyes, light hair, and 
)f florid complexion. He was constantly emp 
Mrs Sharp was quiet in all her ways, very dili 
her duties, and patiently met and endured the toil 
inconveniences of living in the woods. These 
were pious, and some of the first reli 
ever held in the vicinity of Frost were at 


< 










DAVID HANNAH, 


This paper is prepared to pay a 





me i no 



HI 




*00 AIIO NT A S CO L' NT Y 





out* county, the 


field Branch of Elk. 




% 




e was a 






David Hannah, Senior, who was the progenitoi 

Family, one of the oldest in Pocahon- 

€ ' ■ 

, Senior, was a native of Ireland. 











wa 


tas. 

* 

He married a Miss Gibson, who was reared in Augusta 

settled at the mouth of Locust Creek soon 
Revolutionary war. He possessed some prac- 
knowledge of medicine of the botanical school, 

i 

and did a good deal of practice in frontier times. Tie 

obably the first person that ever practiced physic 
in lower Pocahontas. Dr and Mrs Elizabeth Hannah 
were the parents of six daughters and four sons. 

Ann became Mrs Joseph Oldham and Lucinda mar¬ 
ried William Oldham. Their homes were near the 
source of Locust Creek. Marv Hannah was married to 
John Mollohan, and lived in what is now Webster 
County. Elizabeth Hannah became Mrs William Ben¬ 
nett, and lived in Harrison Countv. Jennie Hannah 

3 r mi 


was married to the late Samuel Whiting, on Droop 

Mountain, where the Whiting family now lives. Her 

son Ebenezer married Sallie Me Mil lion and lived on 

homestead. Nancy Hannah became the 

•/ 

wife of James Cochran, and lived near the Greenbrier 





William Hannah and John Hannah died in youth 

«/ 

Joseph 




married Elizabeth Burnsides, on 
*ier River, and settled on Elk, where his son, 
Hannah, lately lived, over eighty years o 
David Hannah, Junior, the subject of 

Margaret Burnsides, on the Greenbrier, c 
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i , a daughter of John Bur 







Marv Walker, of Augusta Couty. Her family 

•/ *k 





of General J. A. Walker, of Wythov 
are closely related. He was one of the last comm 






ers 










the Stonewall Brigade. He settled on 
ed a large family of worthy sons and daug 
Isabella Hannah was married to the late Jo 
ner, and settled at Split Rock, a few miles down Elk, 
and built up a good home with their industry and econ¬ 
omy. Their children were Margaret, now Mrs Clinton 
Slanker; David Varner, a Confederate soldier killed in 
war; Mary Varner, afterwards Mrs Robert Wilson, 
lived near Lexington, Va. John Varner and 
Varner, at Lin wood; Susan Varner, now Mrs William 
Snyder, in Iowa; William Varner, at Old Field branch; 

Alice Varner became Mrs John Stewart, near Valiev 

7 %* 

Head; Jennie Varner was married to Hamilton Sny¬ 
der, and located in Taylor County, Iowa; Benjamin 
Varner married Ella Moore, of Knapps Creek, liv 
awhile at the Split Rock homestead, and finally mov 
to Ohio where he now resides. 





Elizabeth H 


Marin us J 



Reenan, and settled in Iowa. Mr Van Keenan 
native of Holland, His father’s family wa 





to 



band of Holland emigrants, who were 




colonize on Laurel Run in 1S42, 


Schemerhorn, of New York. 


The 






rievous 


hontas were not congenial to persons 
Holland city in the Netherlands, and 

c 7 

privations the colony disbanded, 
others remained in Pocahontas, and are excellent pec- 

ie Stultings caine in this band also. The names 
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Hiimn'H children are David, R< 





fit 


m 







anc 
and 


given in refer 


Hannah married Margaret McClure 
on part of the 4 ‘Old Field'' homestead 




v 


died. 


The • following particulars 



ence to their children: Marv is now Mi 


€/ 




Tohn Beverage, near ( lover Lick; Samuel David mar* 

Moore, and settled on the Hogsett place; 
Wallace died while young; William Boude, whose wife 

iss Birdie Dilley; John Ellis married Malinda 


wa 




lerine Sharp, and settled on the homestead; Nancy 

was married to Fletcher Dilley, and lives near West 

# 7 

Union; Ivie Viola; Edgar Russell, and Lena Marv died 

7 7 C 7 7 «' 

while young. 

David Hannah, the third of the ancestral name, was 

* * 

first married to Rebecca Moore, daughter of the late 
Isaac Moore, of Edrav. Second marriage to Margaret 
Jane McClure, daughter of Arthur McC lure of Lower 
Pocahontas, and settled in Iowa; thence moved to 
M issouri. The names of his children were James, 

i 

Joseph, Mary, Margaret, and Julia. 

Robert Hannah married Jennie Burk and settled in 
>wa. John is the name of the only one of his child- 
ren known to the writer. 

William Hannah, one of the twins born to Mr and 



Mi 




Hannah of Pioneer memory, married C 



i 


erine Rhinehart of Randolph County, and settled on 

, head of Swago. William's family were 






and a daughter. 


James married Magsri 


V 


» 





it 







daughter of Thomas Auldridge, and live 

)ry Creek. Eugenius married Jenni 


\ 
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Kellison, 



lives near Poage’s 




% 










Mrs Kenny Kinnison, on Swago. 

Miss Lula Perry, on the Greenbrier. 

Joseph Hannah, the other twin son o 
married Elizabeth Cool, daughter of Jo 
Webster Countyt and lives in that county. 

The writer remembers the personality o 
ble pioneer very vividly. In early youth 
frequently, and he was very interesting to in 



mar 







\ 





1 








\> 



fact Mr Hanna had been off to the war of 1812 . 


the 

To 


me an old soldier seemed more than human. He had 

an interesting way of relating his adventures, and was 

fond of talking about the war. He was at his best 

when telling how he felt when aroused one morning 

before day to get ready for an attack, as the British 

. ® 

were reported as coming. He arose and put on his ac¬ 
coutrements quickly as possible, and took his place in 
the ranks and moved off to fight. His hat kept falling 
off as he marched until it became so troublesome that 

♦ 

he was determined to find out the reason why it would 
not stay on his head. It had never been so hard to 
keep on before because it was a good fit. . When the 
troops halted he examined his head and found the 
hairs were all on end, stiff as bristles, and were push¬ 
ing the hat off as fast as he could put it on. The hair 


kept stiff until the order was given to return to camp, 
when it all became limber enough, 




hat was 


« 






no more trouble. He found out afterwai 
whole scheme was to try the new 

r they would conduct themselves when order 
battle. This was near Norfolk. 
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;n'or, ho seemed the most font 

experience in the hospita 
















9 



term of service had expired he was 

iven up as a critical case, and ver 
iven not to let him have a drop 












to drink 


He noticed 


there was 



v 


s 




key and water on the table for the nurse's use, and 

to have some at all hazards. The attend- 
ant came to him and found the young soldier so weak 
and stupid that he seemed to know nothing, and was 
unable to lift even his hand. So the hospital man 
thought there would be no risk to run were lie to leave 
le bottle and pitcher on the table while he would step 
out and get some fresh air. Soon as his back was 
turned the sick soldier crawled to the table, mixqd the 
liquor and water, and drank till he could drink no more 
and crawled back to his bunk, and when the nurse re¬ 
turned he was surprised to find his patient apparently 

moisture, 
the doctor came to 


asleep and the skin showing a tendency to 


Finally the sweat broke, and when 
ook at him, and seemed much pleased with the change 





patients condition. 

You were mighty near gone, old fellow, and if we 
not kept cold water away from you, where wouk 


# t 

IfT 




no w £ 


rill 


The 







* 


• kept his secret, and as lie was beginning 
onger the liquor was kept our of sight. 




e> 






ie would have mended much more 1 

left on the table as before. 




• * 


v ir 



The 



oldier worked hard in 



rnsr 



> ms nome 



2i4 


and the privations he and his family had to endure 
would seem unbearable now. He was kind and hos¬ 
pitable to a fault, ready to share the last he had with 
the visitor that might desire shelter and food. He was 
much esteemed by all of his acquaintances. 

Finally the end came. One of the prettiest places 
near his home was selected and they placed him to 
sleep under the green sod that his own hands had help¬ 
ed to clear away. 




JOSEPH HANNAH. 

Among the earliest settlers of the Elk region 
Joseph Hannah, a son of David Hannah, who lived 
the mouth of Locust Creek. He married Elizabeth 
Burnsides and early in the century settled on the “Old 
Field Fork of Elk/’ 

His home was on Mill Run near where William 

Hannah, a grandson, now lives. This immediate 
vicinity seems to have been a place of more than ordi¬ 
nary importance in prehistoric times. One of the mo 
frequented Indian trails seems to have been from C 
ve, Lick up the Creek to the Thomas Spring; thence 
over the mountain, crossing at the notch 





r Clark 

Rider's farm; theuce down by James Gibson’s to Elk. 
Here is the “Magic Circle, ’’ mentioned elsewhere in 
lis book. Nearly u mile further down was the en¬ 
campment where about two acres of land 





nuded of trees for camp fires, and this was 
field’” that gave this branch of Elk i 



4 k 




1 





t 


piece of ground planted 







was 





part In 




r and Mrs Hannah reared a large family of well- 
ived, industrious children. This family did a good 

industrial development of this thrifty sec- 

In reference to their children 
ars are given. 








in 



J 





illiam, Robert, and Sally died in chile 
or early youth. 

John Hannah married Mary Sharp, daughter of Jos¬ 
eph Sharp, near Frost. Their children were Sarah 


Jane, who became Mrs Aaron Fowlkes; Margaret Eliz¬ 
abeth, who was married to the late John Hall; Rachel 
Ann was married to the late George Gibson, near Mar- 
linton; Maitha Susan, now Mrs James Gibson; Aman¬ 
da Pleasant, the wife of William Lee Hambriek; Mary 
Ellen, who died young. Joseph Bryson Hannah, late 
a merchant at Frost. Sheldon ( lark Moore, on lower 
Elk, whose wife was Martha Moore. His children are 

d Georgiana, Davis, Albert, Virgie, Edie, Clark, 


name' 


Hugh, Feltner, Jane, Lee, and Frederick. Andrew 
Warwick Hannah, whose wife was Dora Hannah, 
daughter of Henry White, of Driscol. Their children 
Levic, Sadie, Lucy, Mary, Maggie, Bessie, and Mar¬ 
vin. William Hamilton Hannah, who married Sarali 

Their 


White, sister of the person just mentioned. 


chi 



en: Andrew. Will 


Mj 


f 


Biy 


1 






George Luther Hannah married Emma 



McClure, daughter ot Arthur McClure, of Loc 










or 

& 





while attending public 
a few years aero. Hei 


John Hannah, Juni 

war between the 


wor 





m 
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glorious l T uioii. 

David Hannah, son of the 
married Hester Sicafoose, from lower ( 


Old 





noneei 




« 







on Elk. In reference to their childi 
owing information: 

Sarah Hannah was married to Silas Sliar 
ed near Lin wood. Her son, Luther David, is a 








1 









known merchant at the old homestead. Her <. 

Mary Ella Frances is the wife of Robert Gibson 
«• 

Melinda Catherine is the wife of J. E. Hannah, 

“Old Field.” Henry Hannah married Margaret 
Glare, and is now a merchant at Renick's 
Greenbrier County. Another son, Rev George Han- 

® ^i.< i 

uah, married Leah Grimes, and his late residence was 
in Upshur County. Melinda is now Mrs John Rose, 
and resides in Webster County near the Randolph bor¬ 
der. Mary was married to Samuel Gibson, and settled 
near the homestead. Otho and Joseph Hannah died 
young. 

Jane Hannah, daughter of the pioneer, was married 
to Joseph Barlow, one of the sons of John Barlow, and 
lived on Red Lick Mountain, settling in the unbroken 
forest, and built up a nice home. In connexion with 
clearing many acres of dense forest, he had a tanner 
a blacksmith shop, cooper shop, made 

and could do neat cabinet work 
work also. The number and variety 
planted about his home is the wonder 
of all that have ever seen his orchard. 

Hannah was married to 
and lived near Ed ray. 
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Mary Hannah was married to Henry Buzzard 

ings Creek, near Huntersville. 








appearance 


was a person of impressive person 

His memory was remarkably retentive 




and 

He 



conversational powers 


something 


worn! erf u 



a 







committed to memory, it is believed by some, 
renter portion of the Bible, and he could recite 
criptures for hours at a time,— 


having a special 


preference for the historical narratives of the patriarchs 


and the wanderings of the Israelites and the 
of the Promised Land under Joshua. He saw in these 


conquest 


e 


historical narratives illustrations of the life now to b 
lived by Christian people, and it was one of the great¬ 
est pleasures of his old age to have his neighbors as¬ 
semble and repeat these narratives in their presence. 

Some years since an article written by a distinguish¬ 
ed minister in Bath County stated that Simon dirty, 
renegade was summarily put to death by 
burned in a log heap by an enraged and desperate body 
of men in the Little Levels. Joseph Hannah wat re- 





111 





an eye witness of the dreadful affair, or 


as 



g some personal knowledge of it. 


Mr Hannah’s 




children say they never heard their father say a woi 
about such an occurrence happening to anybody in 
county, under any circumstances of provocation w 

’s grave is now to be seen near the 



ever 





so he was not burned in a 


> 


oca 



i mere lad Joseph Hannah was sent 
father to Elk, to look after the live stock in the 
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He 




ent to fort with his family ill 



f 







Ho 


was remai 












and verv fleet of foot, 
jump he made when a practical 












it, was played on him by Richai 
Adam Bumgardner, one Mullins, and a 

named Dick. Young Hannah and Dick were 



m 









corn. 


The jokers explained to Dick what 





i> 



to, and Dick cheerfully promised to act his part. 
While the two were hoeing away, a shot was fired from 
ambush. Dick fell and made a dreadful outcry, ro 
ed and kicked about in seemingly terrible agony. 
Young Joseph Hannah fled precipitately towards the 
house and in the race leaped a gully. When matters 
came to be understood and quiet restored, the leap was 
measured, and it was forty-two feet from track to 
track. Mr Hannah was fond of telling his friends that 
he had 4 ‘jumped the decree. 17 “Decree mean what 
“record 1 now means in races and athletic games. 



In 

two 


“jumping the decree 11 he “broke the record" 

feet. 

When the writer first remembers seeing Mr Hannah 
he was of very venerable appearance. His gray hair 
was combed back and plaited in a cue that hung down 


between his shoulders. The last time I ever saw him 
we were spending the night at Sampson Ocheltree's, 

winter of 1849. The two old men were in busy 
conversation until a late hour, and most 






was 


about the children of Israel and the dealings 




T 




was getting low, the candle about 




when Mother Ocheltree observed it was about 
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san 









At this suggestion 
very soft solemn tone repeated 
He then knelt in prayer an 
heart in humble, trusting prayer, in 



iu 










manner of a loving child to a kind 
father. The memory of that prayer 



more 


1 



fi 


whi 





ago, imparts a pleasant glow to my feelings 
writing these memorial sentences. 


# 

DANIEL McCOLLAM. 


One of tlie oldest families in our county is tliat of 
the McCollam relationship. While it is not certain, 
yet there is good reason to believe that the pioneer an¬ 
cestor was named Dan. McCollam. From some inter¬ 
esting correspondence had by James McCollam s family 
with a lady in New Hampshire there is no reason to 
question that he was of Scotch-Irish descent, and the 
son of a physician a graduate of the University of 
of Edinburg, and lived in New Jersey. The name 
of the pioneer's wife cannot be recalled. 

Mr McCollam, the ancestor, came from New Jersey 
in 1770, or thereabouts, and settled on Brown’s Moun¬ 
tain near Driscol, which is yet known as the ‘^McCollam 
Place,” now in the possession of Amos Barlow, Esq. 
His children were Jacob, Daniel, William, liebecca, 



Jacob McCollam first settled on the tfc Jake Place,” 
a mile or so west of Huntersville on the road to Mar- 
linton; thence lie went to Illinois, and was killed by a 
falling tree. 
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Danie 








cCollam married Anna S 

*p, the Frost pioneer, and settled 


i- 





»r 





t 






) 


lace near Verdant Valiev, 




Jk 




It 


in 










Maronv Place near Buckeye, and finalh 

«■ • - •' 

Vuintv, AI issouri. Two of his 

« 

in Pocahontas, Mary (Polly) who becam 
(din Bucklev. Her son was the Key Joshua 

f 

a venerable and greatly respected citizen o 
who died April 23, 1901, at the advanced age o 
years. The other daughter, Jane McCollam, was 

married to the late Joseph Friel and lived on the 
Greenbrier about five miles above Marl inton, where 





some of her family vet r 



e. 


Racltel and Nancy 


#' 


t' 


went with their father to Missouri. Rachel became 
Mrs Van Tassell and Nancy became Mrs Brown. 




Daniel McCollam set out to visit his former home, and 
while coming up the Ohio he was exposed to the small¬ 


pox 


He at once went back and died of the disease in 


his western home. 

Rebecca McCollom was married to the late Robei 
Moore, Senior, of Ed ray. Isaac Moore, Esq., Robert 
Moore, Junior, and Jane Moore, the wife of the late 
Andrew Duffield, near West Union, were her children. 

Sarah McCollam was married to John Sharp, an 
ived on the place occupied by J. Wesley Irvine 
Verdant Valley, who is her grandson, 
became Mrs Amaziah Irvine; Marv, who 





Jo 



Friel; Rebecca, who was Mrs John 




and Nancy, who was Mrs William Irvi 



J 







1 



Mary McCollam was married to Thomas 
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on the “Duflield Place,"’ now he 


* children were Daniel Brock, 






m 









Miss McClung, of Nicholas County; 

Robert Brock, and Margaret, wife of 
William Duffield, near the Warwick Spring. 

William McCollam married Sally Drinnan, daughtei 


a 



Soon after his marriage he settled near the summit 


of Lawrence Drinnan, whose home was on Greenbrier 
River, on the upper part of Levi Gay’s farm, very 
near the bank of the stream. It is to be remembered 

place where James Baker, one of the first school 

teachers, was slain by an Indian warrior about 1786. 

of 

Buck’s Mountain, about 1798, perhaps three hundred 
yards of the residence now occupied by bis son, 
James McCollam, Esq. Traces of the old home are 
yet visible. Bis family consisted of five sons and six 
daughters. John, Lawrence, William, Isaac, James, 
Sarah, Susan, Nancy, Matilda, Rebecca, and Ruth. 

John McCollam went to Lincoln County, Tennessee, 
where one of his descendants became an eminent Bap¬ 
tist minister, 

Lawrence McCollam died in 1861. 

William McCollam died in youth. 

3 McCollam married Margaret Thomas, daughter 
Thomas, and settled* in Randolph 

'ollam, near the head of Stony Creek, is 









James McCollam first married Anna Jane 



and 



on Buck's Mountain near the o 







1 



e 







. McCollam, a well known citize 
second wife was Miss 



* 





* 
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Sai 



McCollam, daughter of Wi 




cuoiia 






(’ret 



rs Absalom McCollam and 

The late William Morrison, at 











m many wavs. 

V 


t/ 


Susan was married to the late James Kelli 
Brier Knob, head of Hill s Creek. Daniel 
Esq., at Mingo Flats, Randolph County, is her 

The daughters, Nancy, Matilda, and Rebecca were 
never married. They lived to be elderly persons, and 
were esteemed for their good character, industry and 
lady-like deportment, and made themselves very useful 

All of them were so kind and skilful 
in waiting on their sick neighbois. 

Ruth McCollam was married to William Kee, Esq., 
near Marlintou. 

Thus far it has been placed in our power to illustrate 
the family history of these worthy people. 

William McCollam was one of the original mem 
bers of the Stony Creek M. E. Church, and while he 
lived was prominent in meetings and the official 
ceedings. Upon one occasion while the parents were 
absent attending meeting or visiting the sick, the house 
caught fire and was consumed with the most of its con- 

At the time of the burning, John, the 
son, was about eight years old; Lawrence wa 

In the confusion the baby boy seem 










been 




wa 



otten, and when John asked whei 
was told by one of the little girls 
in the cradle asleep. John pressed his 
smoke and heat at the risk of his life. 












i 







lit 



X 


o r 
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e, but in doing ho both wore t 
ave scars upon their persons Ion 




i v e( 


This n 
ed more 
had gather 



ed on however; rebuilt his home, o 



in 


A 






111 


the meanwhile eleven 





ound his table. At the time when 


re 1 1 


is 








•esence seemed most needed, it seemed gooi 
to the God he loved to call him away from a responsi¬ 
bility so important. The sugar season had just opened 

morning was such as to indicate a heavy run,.and 
i wood were needed to keep the kettles boiling fast 
enough. On the 4th of March, 1818, he had morning 
prayer, sang a hymn of praise to Him that watches the 
sparrow* when it falls, and went forth cheerfully to his 
work. A large red oak tree suited to his purpose w r as 
selected, which soon bowed and fell beneath his stal¬ 
wart strokes, but somehow a limb from another tree 
in its rebound smote him with such furious force that 
never seemed to conscious of what bad happened. 
This occurred about a mile from home, near where 
James Hannah lives. 

Though all this was sudden, there has never been a 




about the certaintv of his having found 


L 



nnsgivin 

from his honest toils and efforts to meet his duties, the 

* 

for the people of God. He had 



remains 







is Scotch ancestry to sing: 


4 4 


T 
S 

Fr 





sword, the pestilence, or fire, 
but fulfill their best desire, 
sin and sorrow set them free, 



bring 

o 



children, Lord, to thee. 
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JACOB WARWICK, 

The eompiler of these memorials, c 
something should be attempted to 
memory of these persons—Jacob Warwic 
Vance, his wife—has availed himself of such 
as have been in reach. lie is largely ini 








■ T* 





to John 

Warwick, Esq., Judge James W. Warwick, and Airs 
Elizabeth McLaughlin for the information from which 


these sketches are compiled. All these persons have 
since died, at a very advanced age. This article first 

7 «• o 

appeared in the Southern Historical Magazine for Aug¬ 
ust, 18!>2. Mrs McLaughlin, a daughter of William 
Sharp, lived with Mrs Warwick at intervals, as a friend 

and visitor in the family, and for whom Mrs Warwick 

7 

manifested special attachment. 

The father of Jacob Warwick came to Augusta Coun¬ 
ty, from Williamsburg, Va,, during colonial times, be¬ 
tween 1740-50. He was a Lieutenant in the service 
of the British Crown, and was employed in surveying 
and locating land grants in Pocahontas County, which 
County included territory of which 



have 


since 


been formed. 

nontenant Warwick located and occu 



the Dun- 

more property for his own use. He married Elizabeth 


Dunlap, near Middlebrook. 


He 


was one o 






entrv whose families settled in Vi 





m couse 


quence of political reverses in England, and whose his- 



•IT 



so graphically given in Thackeray's Virginians 


After operating extensively in lands; 




mg 




the Dun more property in his own mum 


Warw 



concluded to visit England. 


He 


i 


Lie 


nc 





uriu 









heard of no iik re, he was 
the meanwhile, Mrs Warwick sett 
Dunmore property, had it secured by deed to, 














married Robert Sitlington, but remain 


ed at Dunmore a number of years after her secOiu 


marriage 
ed but 







Jacob Warwick seemed to have remember- 
e of his own father, and alwavs cherished 

When Ja- 





lest filial regard for Mr Sitlington. 
ained his majority, Mr Sitlington moved to his 
own property near old Millboro, the estate now occu- 

bv Mrs Dickinson, daughter of the late Andrew 

t' > CO 

Sitlington. Upon her decease, Mrs Sitlington left a 
bequest of one thousand dollars to Windy Cove Church 
the annual interest of which was to be paid to the pas¬ 
tor of that congregation. For a long while it was man¬ 
aged by the Messrs Sloan. In the hands of Stephen 
Porter it was finally lost through financirl failure. 

Upon reaching legal age and coming into possession 

of his estate, Jacob Warwick was married and settled 

at Dunmore. Just here let it be stated, that when it 

was decided that Lieutenant Warwick was dead, the 

ler of David Bell, of Fishersville, Va., was 

guardian of Jacob Warwick. William and 

% 

were the sons of this guardian, and James 




J am e 

Bell ^ 





we 



father of William A. Bell and David 

citizens of Augusta County. 







1) uni nor 




as Mr Warwick's first home after 



i. 



*ii 






18 


wife was Miss Vance, daughter 







Vance, of North Carolina 



e ( 
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Bath 
Zeb 


con - 


reek, at Mountain Grove, 
v moved to the vicinity o 
Samuel Vance, Mrs Warwick, 
ast named was the mother of 
Warm Springs, and Jehu Hamilton, 

County. Governor Vance, of Ohio, 

Vance, of North Carolina, are of the same 
nection. The Vances, originally, from 
near Winchester, Va. 

In business trips to Richmond, to sell horses or cat 
tie, Mr Warwick formed the acquaintance of Dame 
Warwick, a commission merchant, who attended to 
business for Mr Warwick, and thus became mutually 
interested and were able to trace a common ancestrv. 





ft 


Mr Warwick remained at Dunmore a number of 


years. 


ilis children were all born there. He was in¬ 
dustriously and successfully occupied in accumulating 
lands, and managing large herds of cattle and droves 
of horses. His possessions on Jacksons River were 
purchased from a certain Alexander Hall, of North 
Carolina. Mr Hall owned from the Byrd place 
Warwickton. One of his sons, being charged with 
horse theft, the penalty being death by 




gin 



refu- 


geed to Bath County. The elder Hall came to 
more to see Mr Warwick, and proposed 
and to provide means to send his refugee 








so as to elude arrest. Mr Wai 


I 







one hundred head of cattle to be winter 
brakes. This herd was taken by Hal 












the Jackson River lands. 


The 





pounds a head (about forty dollar 




eight 
or Lick 
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lands were rented from the Lewises. 

The accounts from Kentucky were so flatter in 


§* 






% 



*w 




to settle thei 


*e. 






of 


locating and 


He actua 

securing 





n e w 





f 




i home. The persons in advance of 



k 




uch he was going were slain by Indians 
near Sewall Mountain, and when Mr Warwick 



those with him came up and saw their slain friends, all 
returned home. Mrs Warwick thereupon became so 
unwilling to emigrate from her Pocahonias home, that 
ler husband concluded to exchange his Kentucky pos¬ 
sessions with one Alexander Dunlap for a portion 
the Clover Lick lands. The Dunlap patent called for 
four hundred acres of land; the actual survey made six 



hundred. There was a suit between Lewis and Dunlap 
about this possession. When matters as to these lands 
became satisfactorily arranged, Mr Warwick moved to 
Clover Lick, and lived in a row of cabins. 


After 


a 


few 7 years he and Mrs Warwick thought it might be 
better for their children to live on the Jackson River 
estate. They moved to Bath, and remained there un¬ 
til the marriage of their son Andrew. 

Upon their return to Clover Lick, the log cabins 
were deemed unfit for occupancy, and arrangements 
were made to build a spacious mansion. Patrick Bruf- 

ployed to prepare the material. He began 




work, in 




wick's absence 


M 


Warwick in- 




Bruffcy to hew* the timbers so as to have a 




% 




as it w r as then termed. 


He d 




When Mr Warwick returned, and found what had been 

, he w T as not pleased with his wife's plans, and had 







r 



le logs changed accordingly. 

dressed the plank, but 
Mr Wooddell, near Greenbank 





t 










11 



1 




plank for sixty pounds (nearly three hundred do 



The nails were forged bv hand at the 



in 




Several mounds liave been discovered near Cl over 




fick, In searching for material for the foundation of 
the large new house, the builders .gathered some nice 
stones from a rock pile. They found human remains, 
and when Mr Warwick heard of it he emphatically or¬ 
dered the stones to be replaced, and told them not 
molest anything that looked like a burial 
Greenbrier Ben often spoke of the opening of a grave 
just in front of the Chapel; and from the superior qual¬ 
ity of the articles found with the remains, all were of 
the opinion it was the tomb of* a chief. Mr Warwick 

directed it to be carefully closed, and the relics were 

* 

not molested. 

One of the main objects in having the new house so 


spacious was that it might be used for preaching ser¬ 
vices, and there was preaching there more frequently 
than anywhere else in this region, during a number of 

This historic mansion was finally removed to 


years. 

give place to the handsome residence reared 
Ligon, and which was burned in 1881 . 

The main route for emigration from Maryland 
vania, and other points north and nort 
by Clover Lick to Kentucky and Ohio, 
forty and fifty would be entertained over ni 
made Clover Lick one of the most public 
known places in the whole counti 




# 


















w 
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a I o n 








£0 





oided hollows and ravines, 

f 

crests of ridges, so as to 










or isr in 





oin ambuscades and Indian attacks. 

from Clover Lick, going east. 



u 


J 






* 





ier near the mouth of ( lover C 
Run, kept along the high point lead in 
down to the river, and passed close by the McCutchen 

residence. Mrs Warwick had the first road cut out, up 
the Laurel Run, in order to bring the lumber for the 
new house from Wood dell’s in the Pine Woods, now 
Greenbank and vicinity. She gave the enterprise her 
personal attention. 

Quite a number of interesting incidents are given by 
tradition illustrating the character of Mrs Warwick. 
While renting ( lover Lick, her husband and others 


up 


verv 


were making hay. A shower of rain came 
suddenly and dampened their guns and horse pistols. 
Late in the afternoon the men tired them off, so as to 
load them with fresh charges. Some one hearing the 
report of firearms in quick succession brought word to 
Mrs Warwick, at Dunmore, that the Indians were 
fighting the men at the Lick. She at once mounted a 

arge black stallion, put a colored boy on behind, am 

* 

went at full speed and swam the swollen river in her 

effort to see what happed. This colored boy is old 

who died at Clover Lick, and is remeniberec 

* 

the older citizens. 

Upon another occasion, when the Shawnces were re 






one of their raids to the east, forty o 
warriors were sent by Clover Lick wi 
ntention, it is believed, to pillage and burn. 



i 




K 
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from Millboro warned Mr Warwic 

With about twenty others he v 

§' 

on the crest of the mountain 



leir mov 















The fire was very effective, and ever 

€y 7 

ed or wounded his victim. The Indians in 








prise hastily retreated, and were pursued as 
Water in Rand< lph C ountv. l T pen keaiing c 






suit, Mrs Warwick at once followed her husband 


and frien 
for them. 


attended by servants carrying provisions 
She met them at the Big Spring on their 


return, and the weary hungry 
freshed bv her thoughtful ore 



were 




* 


She was eminently pious, and was a member of 




Windy Co ve Presb y 


felt 


self more honored than when ministers would visit her 
home and preach. The visiting minister would receive 
a nice horse, or something else as valuable, as a token 
of appreciation. She was conscientiously rigid in 



made this 


re- 



domestic discipline. Iler brother once 
mark; “Mary, I used to think you were too strict with 

vour family, and you have been blamed for it. 

#• •/ ' #' 

now you are right. You have not a child but would 
knee in the dust to obev you. I let mv children have 

■/ */ t, 

more liberties, and they do not care near so much for 


me. 




The Rev Aretas Loomis came from Bevei 
time, every four weeks, and preached at 







She was hialily emotional, 
services often appeared very happy. 

appearance she was tall, slender, 
slightly tinged with auburn, and lithe 






agile in 
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her 


ift 



it® 







of 



le was distinguished for 
of feature, and force of eliai 
even to an advanced 








was very benevolent, and her kind deeds were 

principle of not telling the left hand w 







r 


a 



might 




doing 


Persons in her employ wou 








corn ev 



overpaid. Polly Brown, whose lot it 
ler blind mother, received two bushels 
two weeks, and no one knew where the 



pply came from 


pei 


Co 


who was renowned as an athlete, and 


given 


the 


Lick, did a great deal of clearing, 
that he was but noorlv naid. but befoi 


widows of Clover 
It was reported 


M 


W arwick 


famil 


was 


bly paid by the 


substantial gifts dispensed with her open hand 


Among her many other genei 


deeds, it is told 


how a rather worthless character, disabled by fi 

clothed and fei 


This 


man 


feet, was received into her house, clothed 
til he could walk. Iiis name was Bosier. 
afterwards died from the effects of a burning tree fall¬ 
ing on him, against which he had made a fire, while 
on his way from Big Spring to Mace’s in Mingo Plats. 
George See, a grandson of Mrs Warwick, heard his 
cries and came to him. In his efforts to rescue 



he exerted himself so laboriously that he was never 


well afterwards 


It 





in 








remembered also, that Mrs Warw 

athered the first Sabbath School ever 





m 




iontas Countv 


In the summer 








* on her horse, and she 






/ 




242 
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1 





four miles to a school house near where 





session 





nine 


Friel cabin stood, now in the 
Giles Sharp. The exercises would begin 
o'clock. There was no prayer, no singing; but she 
would read the Bible, talk a great deal, and give good 
advice. The scholars would read their Bibles with 

The exercises would close at two in the after¬ 
noon. After this continuous session of five hours Mrs 



Warwick would be so exhausted as to require assistance 
to arise and mount her horse. It was her custom to 

go to William Sharp's, dine and rest awhile, and then 

go ho ne later in the day. To use the language of one 

of her scholars, the late Mrs Elizabeth McLaughlin, 

who died near Huntersville in 1895, aged over ninety 

years: “She would give such good advice. If all 

would do as she told them, how well it might have 

been. She was the best woman to raise girls I ever 

saw, if thev would take her advite how to act and how 
" */ 

to do. She has talked to me for hours, and it was 
often thrown up to me that old Mrs Warwick made me 
proud because I tried to do as she advised ine.” 

The school was mainly made up of Josiah Brown’s 
family, John Sharp’s, William Sharp’s, and Jeremiah 
Friel’s. The lamented Methodist preacher, Rev James 
E. Moore, once belonged to her Sabbath school, and 
received from her his earliest religious instructions. 
By common consent it is agreed that he did more for 
his church than any two ministers who have ever 
preached in this region. 

Not a great while before her death, during one of 
Mr Loomis’ ministerial visits, she received the com- 
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88 



1 







ch 


i 


Li 



r 











1 



« 





eceiving the elements, her 
nit her husband and children 
ier to her own room. For four 
ess from nervous prostration. 









All 


and Pocahontas were sent for. 




1C 1 





1 







ripe age of eighty years, in 1823, at Clover 
there she was buried. There were no ser- 
nv kind in connection with her burial. 


The purpose of these sketches is already manifest to 
the discerning reader—to rescue, if possible, from total 
oblivion the name and services of an obscure but emi¬ 
nently worthy person. Jacob Warwick was one of the 
persons who made permanent settlements in what is 
now Pocahontas and Bath counties Virginia and West 
Virginia. 

It has been already stated that he commenced his 
business life at Dunmore; purchased Clover Lick, 
where he resided for a time; then moved to his im¬ 
mense possessions on Jacksons River, and then return¬ 
ed to Clover Lick. In addition to these estates he ac- 

sonie equally as valuable. He endowed his 
veil children with ample legacies, and besides be- 

a competency to ten or fifteen grandchildren. 
Warwick was an alert and successful Indian 







, and 



a series of conflicts, narrowly escap- 


m 








his life on several occasions; yet he was never 

one Indian. Parties now livinir re- 








ee on the lands of John 
near Green bank, where Jacob Warwick killed 
dian in single combat. It always grieved him 



• i 






n 




i 





certainly sent one soul into eter 

* • 

circumstances. 

Owing to his accurate knowledge of 
ions far and near, his services were i 




i 


sad 









bv 


V 


land agents 


and governmental 



9 




He and others went to Randolph as an escort 
commission in the service of the colonv. 
ing the period when Kilbuck sco 









the mountains 
with bands of Shawnees and Mingoes. Colonel John 

Stuart, of Greenbrier, says: “Of all the Indians the 
Shawnees were the most bloody and terrible, holding 
all other men—Indians as well as whites— in contempt 
as warriors in comparison with themselves. This 
opinion made them more fierce and restless than any 
other savages, and they boasted that they had killed 
ten times as many white men as any other tribe. They 
were a well formed, ingenious, active people; were as¬ 
suming and imperious in the presence of others, not o 
their nation, and sometimes very cruel. It was chiefly 
the Shawnees that cut off the British under General 
Braddock, in 1755—onlv nineteen years before the 

7 v %' 

* 

battle of Point Pleasant—when the General himself 

and Sir Peter Hackett, the second in command, were 

the whole 

am 





both slain, and the mere remnant onlv 

7 V 

army escaped. They, too, defeated Major 

Scotch highlanders at Fort Pitt, in 175 
whole of the troops were killed or taken 
At the time Mr Warwick went over 
the commissioner, the season 
and it was believed the Indians would 
Indeed, such was their sense of security 




1 
















did 
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not 










worth while to arm themselves on 
business. While in the lower valley about 
, however, it was reported by one Thomas 


Lacky, a person of somewhat questionable vei 


1 






and 




een fresh Indian signs. As Mr Warwick 
7 were unarmed, six citizens and 







them to 
trail. 





Indians 1” Finding themselves discovered 


rmed themselves and proposed to go 
place where Lacky had seen the 
pon coming near the place, Andrew Sitling- 
ton’s horse showed fright, thereupon his rider saw In¬ 
dians, but for a moment could not speak. This attract¬ 
ed Mr Warwick's attention, and looking in the same 
direction ne saw the Shawnees creeping along to reach 
a suitable place to cut them off. He gave the alarm— 
4 ‘Indians! 

the warriors fired hastily, wounding one of the party 
and Mr Warwick's horse. The horse sank to the 
ground as if dead, but as Mr Warwick was in the act 
of throwing off his cloak for flight, the horse rose and 
darted off at the top of his speed, and carried his 

* safely home to Dun more before night. Those 
that were mounted all escaped—Jacob Warwick, James 
McClain, Thomas Cartmill, and Andrew Sitlington. 

on foot, John (Touch, John Hulder, and 
Thomas Lacky escaped. The following were killed: 
John McClain, James Ralston, and John Nelson. 





When 

Wi 







bank where 




e were attacked they were near the mouth 

One man w T as killed running 

of the men escaped by climbin 
ley were; two others, in looking for 

the bank, were overtaken, 
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T 


calped. Not very far fro.n t 

where Colonel Washington was 
The horse was found to he wounded 

was extracted, and the no 
became very valuable for usefu 





•i a 



# 


in 




H 



















Most of the wav home the day he was wo 

* 

lorse carried two persons a distance of thirty 
Upon a subsequent occasion Mr Warwick 
Randolph County. It was night when he 
H is horse shied at something in the road, which 
once recognized as the fresh husks of roasting ears. 
The presence of Indians was at once suspected, and 
upon approaching the house cautiously it was found 
that the row of cabins were burned and the premises 
ransacked. In their glee, the Indians had caught the 
chickens, picked all their feathers off and let them go. 
The place had been left in the care of a colored man 
named Sam and Greenbrier Ben, aged ten or twelve 
years. Sam made good his escape to the woods, but 
Ben hid in a hemp patch so near the cabin that when 
it was burned he could hardly keep still, his buckskin 
breeches were so hot. From his retreat Ben 
Indians pick the chickens, leaving their tails 
knots, and laugh at their grotesque appearance 
saw them run the wagon into the fire, after 
near the spring had become a smoulderin 












coals. This wagon was the first that evei 
Alleghanies. It was brought from 
Little Back Creek, about three miles 

sville road first crosses 
























o 1 n 



ea 


ion across Knapps Spur 


1 








1 
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straight across to Thorny Cress 
place, past Bethel Church, to 

lorny Creek; thence up the ridge 




n 







top, and 





down to the Knapp place on 



Greenbrier River; thence to Clover Lick 


The most memorable event of his life, however, wa 

in the expedition to Point Pleasant, 





li 

General Andrew Lewis. The march from Lewisbur 


< 



Point 


>ne hundred and sixty miles- 

* 

days. It is most probable that he was i 
commanded by Captain Mathews. This 



the 


flict with the I ml 


most decisive that had 


yet occurred. It was fought on Monday morning, 
October 10, 1771. 

It is a matter of regret that ,the recorded history of 
this battle does not accord full justice to the memory 
of a very deserving person. It is conceded by all, so 
far as there is any record, that up to the time when 
there occurred a lull in the battle the advantage was 
with the Indians. The question arises, why should a 
warrior as skillful as Cornstalk call a halt in the full 
tide of success, and suddenly cease firing and pressing 
upon a receding foe, with victory just in his grasp ? 

Had it not been for this, no troops could have been 



sa 


ment 



for a flank movement. 


Flank 





n 



only a good policy for those who are pre 
enemy, and not for the retreating party. 



Cornstalk ceased to press, the victory was decided in 
avor of the Virginians, and lost to him. Had the 
battle been lost to our people and the anny sacrificed, 
unspeakable disasters would have befallen all settle- 
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W 




of the Blue Ridge mountain 
have been deferred for all 
le whole history of America 

4 

ias been. 

ow is that lull in the battle to be 




olu 



« 







9 








which resulted in victory to the Virginians ( 
savs, in his account, which is one of the most 

l 


9 






and extended of all in reach of the writer, 
wards evening, Lewis seeing no signs of retreat or 

sation of battle, dispatched Captains Shelby, Hathews, 
and Stewart, at their request, to attack the enemy in 
their rear. Going up the Kanawha, under the cover 
of the banks of Crooked Creek, they got to the rear o 
the Indians unobserved, and made a rapid attack. 
Alarmed by this unlooked for assault, and thinking the 
reinforcements of Colonel Christian were approaching, 
before whose arrival they had striven hard to end the 
battle, the savages became dispirited, gave way 
by sunset had recrossed the Ohio. Colonel Christian 
entered the camp about midnight, and found all in 
readiness for a renewed attack.” (Second Series pl65) 
Colonel Kercheval, who claims to have derived his 
information from Joseph Mayse and Andrew Reed, of 
Bath County, states on their authority 4 ‘that about two 
o’Clock in the afternoon Colonel Christian an 








field with about five hundred men, the 
still raging. The reinforcements decided 
most immediately. The Indians fell back about 
miles, but such was their persevering spirit 
fairly beaten, the contest was not closed until 
ting of the sun, when they relinquished the fielc 






i 





a 
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There were persons recently living in 
writer conversed with one, (September, 






almost 



gave 

back 

War 






distance of the residence where Joseph 

and died, who are certain that Mr Mayse 
of that cessation in battle and falling 
on the part of the Indians, to Jacob 
the persons with him. According to 





Judge Warwick's statement,—and the writer's impres 


sion is 



Mr Mayse's statement was emphatically 
confirmed by Major Charles Cameron, a lieutenant in 
the battle,—Mr Mayse often repeated the fact that Ja¬ 
cob Warwick, an obscure private in the ranks, was de¬ 
tailed with a number of others, perhaps fifty or sixty 
in all, to bring in a supply of meat, that rations might 
be supplied for a forced march to the Indian towns, as 
Governor Dun more had so treacherously given orders. 
These persons crossed the Kanawha about daybreak, 
and while at work in the hunting grounds and slaughter 


pens, they heard the firing beyond the limits of 


the 


camp, and so far up the Ohio they supposed it to be a 
salute to Governor Dunmore, who was expected at any 



by the soldiers generally. 


But the firing continu- 




ong for this, it was surmised the troops were 
putting their arms in order for the contemplated march 
over the Ohio. Finally they suspected it was a battle. 
Mr Warwick was one of the first to ascertain this to 
so. and immediately rallied the butchers and hunters 



•j 


in order to return to camp and join the battle, 
was noticed by the enemy, and Cornstalk was 

Christian was at hand, 
victory, and took measures 

mJ ■ 



Tin 


t 
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back 


1 


rom the field, unobserved 

For nearly two hours they* 
when the flank movement w 



exhausted 




n 











municate with the hunters, suppose< 





hristian's advance to join them. 


W 









■ n 


ed afterwards was with the real 








m 






11 # * 
.1 


's retreating army of demoralized braves. 

If all this be true, and considering the sources 
formation, the writer sees no reason to 
authenticity in the main, it illustrates how 
results are sometimes made to depend, in the 
dence of God, upon fidelity to duty on the part of 
most obscure, and it brings to light the leadings o 
God's hand in human affairs. 

This is not written in a complaining spirit, yet one 
feels like saying, if this be true, what a comment it 
furnishes on the justice meted out by the historic muse. 
The reputed hero of Point Pleasant appears in bronze, 
an honored member of the group wherein stand Henry, 
Jefferson, and Marshall, while the humble man whose 
hand turned the fortunes of that most eventful 
sleeps in his obscure grave on the west bank of 
Jacksons River, six miles from the Warm Springs. 
Were it the grave of Campbell's '"Last Man,’ 1 it could 
not be in a much less frequented place. 



Major Warwick’s sons and daughters wcr 





n 


at Dunmore, Pocahontas Countv. 

7 #/ 

. Rachel, remembered when the 


The 


e 












to the fort near her home, when she was 
The fort was near the spot now occupied 
Pritchard's mill. 
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wife of Major Charles 











Camerons so noted in the history 


e 







ovenanters 







He was in the battle o 
and was there called upon to mourn 
his three brothers slain in that conflict. 



In person he was of medium stature, tidy in his 






WOl 


hort clothes, very dignified in his manners, ant 
was never known to smile after the heart-rending 
scenes he witnessed at Point Pleasant. He was an 
officer in the Revolution, and served as clerk of both 
courts of Bath County many years. He reared the 
late Charles L. Francisco, so long clerk of Bath, as his 


successor. 


Mrs Cameron drew a pension of nine hundred dol¬ 
lars for several years before her death in 1858. 

Major Cameron'’s residence was on Jacksons River, 
at the crossing of the Huntersville and Warm Springs 


pi Ike. 


The two story spring house yet remains in a 


good state of preservation, the upper part of which he 
used for his office, where he long and faithfully kept 


the legal records intrusted to his care, almost one 

hundred years ago. 

One son, Colonel Andrew W. Cameron, survive; 

He became a very wealthy and popular citizen 
•esented Bath in the Virginia Legislature. 



He r 





removed afterwards to Rockbridge County and residue 
on an immense estate uear Lexington, so as to 

ed ucational 
of sons and 


wav in 

it/ 



social advantages for bis large fami 





iters 


He met bis death 






# 





of Lexington, where he 

loar something of his sons John ; 





a 








md f.l 1 md 
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dier w 


of the passengers in the mail c< 
a musket. In the act of 



was a sol 







this weapon was discharged, the contents inflictin 



S 


wo tine 





( 


>in which he expired almost i 



Dr John II. Cameron, a popular physician 
field, Va., is his eldest son. Mrs Thomas Wh 




i 





. White, and Mrs Judge Leigh, of Lexington, 

and the late Mrs A. W. Ilarmon are his daughtei 






sex 



Mrs Jane Warwick Gatewood and Her Descendants 

She was Major Warwick's second daughter, and 
came the second wife of William Gatewood, of 
Countv, a near relative of President Tvler. 

home was at Mountain Grove, Bath Countv. Their 

7 •* 

sons were Warwick and Samuel Vance, and their 
daughters were Mary Jane and Frances. 

Warwick Gatewood married Miss Margaret Beale, 
of Botetourt County, Va., a relative of President Mad¬ 
ison. Their daughter Eliza became Mrs Judge James 
W. Warwick, near the Warm Springs, and Catherine 
became Mrs Csesereo Bias, once proprietor of the Red 
Sweet Springs. Mr Bias was rescued when an infant 
from a wrecked ship, and is supposed to be of Portu¬ 
guese parentage. One of their sons, James 
was a very promising candidate for the 



Bias 








ministry, and died in North Carolina, where he 

a vacation in charge of a church 
her daughter, is a very efficient 

Brazil. 

Colonel Samuel V. Gatewood marr 









in 





u 


% 
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Massie, near Alleghany Falls, Va. He succeeded to 
the old Mountain Grove homestead and built the fine 
brick mansion there. His daughter Susan became Mrs 
William Taliaferro, of Rockbridge County. Marv 
Pleasants, his second daughter, married Samuel Goode 
of the Hot Springs, Ya. William Bias Gatewood, one 
of the sons, a prominent business man of Loudoun 
County, has recently died. Colonel A. C. L. Gate- 

«/ > _ 4 / 

wood, another son, resides at the Big Spring, Poca¬ 
hontas County. He was an officer in the Confederate 
service, 11th Virginia, (Bath Cavalry), and ranked 
among the bravest of his comrades. His daughter is 
Mrs Ur W. T. Cameron, a popular physician in the 
vicinity of Lin wood. 

Mrs Jane Gatewood’s daughter, Mary Jane, became 
Mrs Kennedy, a merchant in Memphis, Tennessee, 
where she died of yellow fever. 

Frances, the other daughter, became Mrs Patton, of 
Rockbridge. Her daughters, Mrs Crockett and Mrs 
Kent, were highly esteemed ladies of Wytheville and 
vicinity. Upon her second marriage Mrs Frances Pat¬ 
ton became Mrs General Dorman, of Lexington, Ya. 
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McCue 


1 



Augusta County, and who i 










ler 




Mary 


m 


a pioneer minister in Ore 
There were two daughters, 
Elizabeth married Captain Felix Hu 







1 





Dowell, Highland County. Captain Hul 
inent merchant and popular citizen. He led 






nv 









two hundred men into Grafton, W. Va., 

He died in the service of the State 
Mary was married to Joseph McClung, a citizen 
Greenbrier, near Williamsburg. Mrs Newman Fearn- 

ster, in the Blue Sulphur District, is her daughter; Mrs 
Brownlee, of Birmingham, Ala., is another daughter. 
Andrew G. Mathews married Mary W. See, and lived 

V 7 

several years at Dunmore, and then moved to Pulaski 
County, Va., where his later years were passed amid 
very pleasant surroundings. He was a highly respected 
citizen, and a prominent ruling elder in his church and 
well known throughout the Virginia Synod. 

His daughter Martha married Uriah Hevener, near 
Greenbank. Mrs James Renick, of Greenbrier Coun¬ 
ty, is one of his daughters. Mrs Ellen Snyder, o 
Salem, Misses Eliza and Rachel Mathews at the 
Pulaski homestead, are also daughters. Charles 
thews of Summers County, is his son. Mrs Samuel 
Hannah, near Greenbank, is a granddaughter of An 
drew G. Mathews. 

Sampson L. Mathews, the third son 
wick Mathews, married Nancy Edgar, 

County. The town of Ronceverte now 
Edgar homestead. He was a very useful 
gent 





M* 




* m 



of Pocahontas. He was 
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IS 



M • 



a member of the* court a mi 
only child Marv, became Mrs William 

vet lives. Her five sons were 











’ollege 


Hunter was a prospe 







lontas, and met his death April, 1901 



# 




m 




% 


Withrow is an enterprising citizen o 



; George is a lawyer at Charleston; Ed wan 






Seattle, State of Washington. 


He 


WHS 




for 



old 


lose who visited Alaska, in 1897, searching 
Lockhart was State's attorney several terms 
and represented Pocahontas County in the Legislature. 

Elizabeth, the eldest daughter, was married to a Mr 
Miller, of Rockingham County, Virginia, emigrated to 
Hi issouri, and died young. Jane married Captain 
George Woods, of Albemarle C ounty. Her home 

She was the hup- 


was near what is now Ivy 





py mother of six sons and two daughters. 

Margaret Warwick See and Her Family. 

This daughter was married to Adam See, who liv¬ 
ed near Huttonsville, Randolph County. 


He 


was a 


we 


known lawyer, an extensive owner of lands, 
an influential citizen and a devoted ruling elder in 
1 is church. There were four sons and seven daugh¬ 
ters. T1 le sons were George, Jacob, Warwick, am 


< harles Cameron. Eliza, Dolly, Christina, 



• t * 


Rachel, Hannah 


and Margaret were the daugters 


o 





George See's daughter, Georgian a, became 

Captain Jacob W. Marshall, wh 

commanded a very efficient comyany o 

’onfederate service. He w i 




ifi 


o raise 








SO oil 
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of the original promoters of Marlinton, and was an 
active member of the Pocahontas Development Com¬ 
pany. F. P. Marshall, Sheriff of Randolph County; 
Dr L. J. Marshall, of Marlinton, and Cecil Marshall 
are his sons. Mrs Samuel Holt, and Mrs E. 1 . Holt, 
of Hillsboro, are his daughters. 

George See's son Adam married Dolly Crouch and 

c? v 

lived at the old home on Elk water, Randolpoh County 
Their daughter Florida became Mrs J. Calvin Price, 
near Clover Lick. She and her two beautiful little 

bovs died within a few months of each other, several 

•/ 7 

years ago. 

Jacob Warwick See married a daughter of the Rev. 
Dr. Geo. A. Baxter, one of the most eminent minis¬ 
ters and educators of his day, and settled in Pocahon¬ 
tas, on the property owned by Mr. Uriah Hevener. 
The last years of his life were spent in Tucker county, 
W. Va. When more than sixty years of age, he vol- 

%/ •' C 1 / 

I 

unteered in the Confederate service, and died in Lynch¬ 
burg Va., in a military hospital in 18 G 2 . His son Rev. 
('has. S. M. See, a well-know minister, was with him 
and had his remains carried to Tinkling Spring Cein- 
etery in Augusta county, where he now sleeps well 
after his busy life. In personal apperance he is said to 
have borne a very marked likeness to his venerated 
grand-father, and no doubt inherited his patriotic spirit 
along with his name. 

The third son, Charles Cameron, was among the 
most popular and widely known citizens of his native 
county, an ernest friend of liberal learning, and a 
zealous Christian gentleman. His wife was a daugh- 



Digitized by c^ooqlc 
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Dr Squier Bosworth, an eminent physician 




Peter See, a prosperous and influential 



zen of Augusta 



an a ruling elder in the 







Church, is his son. Mr Peter See’s wife, 
ghter of Mrs Eliza Gamble, one of Mar 






Warwick See’s daughters, whose husband, Dr 

Gamble, was a noted physician, a ruling Elder in the 

♦ 

Church, and a very influential citizen o 


August 


Augusta County. 

Dolly See was married to Hon. Johu Hutton, of 
Huttonsville, W. Ya. This gentleman was a member 

Randolph court, and a delegate to the West Vir- 



of 

giuia Legislature, and did as much as any other man 
toward removing the disabilities of southern sympa¬ 
thizers. 

Christina See was married to Washington Ward, 
and lived on the old See homestead, nearly east of 
Huttonsville. Her sons, Jacob, Renick, and Adam, 
were all in the Confederate service, and were known 
by their comrades as men that never flinched from dan- 


gei 


All 


their f 


grated to the 


Mary See became Mrs Andrew G. Mathe 

mention lias been mad(5. 


o 



er 


Hannah See became Mrs Henry Harper, near Bev- 
, a ruling Elder in the church and a highly esteem¬ 



ed citizen. 

Margaret 
Long, one of 




was married to the Hon. Washin 
wealthiest and most influential 




m m 









i County, 
meron See was the wife 
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e possessed an mi 


’oculiontas County. 

mouse him led estate, was for years a leading mem 


m 



# 




ie court, sheriff of the county, and was 
le Virginia convention that passed 
ssion. Their eldest son George 1 












1 



>oro. 


He was a C onfederate 



ler. 





i ate wood raised a company for the Confedei 
vice. He died a few years since. John Adam was a 
soldier, studied law, and now resides upon a tine estate 
in Rockbridge County. Eliza, the eldest of the daugh¬ 
ters, became the wife of Rev Daniel A. Penick, a 
Presbyterian minister in Rockbridge County. 

>ther daughters are Mrs Edgar Beard, near 



< 



and Mrs Captain Edgar, near Hillsboro. 


Andrew Warwick and His Family. 

Major Jacob Warwick had another son, Charles 
Cameron, but he died while at school in Essex County, 
Va., aged fourteen. Andrew was therefore the only 
son that lived to be grown, and to perpetuate his 



er s name. 


He was twice married. His first wife 





a Miss Woods, of Nelson County; the second wife was 
a Miss Dickinson, of Millboro Spring, Bath County. 
Andrew Warwick’s eldest son, James Woods, lately 


resided on Jacksons River on a section 



the old 


homestead. He served a term as Judge of the courts 


of Bath and Highland counties. 

from the Virginia 

never been a lawyer by profession, 


He 


receive* 


the 


ap 










c 



% 




ceptions and common sense o 
done that he met the duties of 




i 











HI 


«* 
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mar 



ability, and very acceptably to the 



w* V 






m 






•ee sons: 








ew was a lieutenant in the Con 

several wounds, from one of 







many years 


For several years he was in 





ine the life of a frontiersman. 



He 








James Woods was a soldier; a teacher and Superin- 

* 

of Schools in Pocahontas Countv. 

Charles Cameron, lately deceased, was a cadet of 
le Virginia Military Institute, and at one time a civil 
engineer in the Mexican Railway service. 

Judge Warwick's daughter Mary, is the wife of Col. 

A. C. L. Gatewood. Lillie married James A. Frazier, 

♦ 

of Rockbridge Alum Springs. Eliza is the wife of J. 
W. Stephenson, of the Warm Springs, a lawyer and 
attorney for Commonwealth, Bath County. Another 
daughter is Mrs Jacob McClintic near the Hot Springs. 

Andrew Warwick's second son, Jacob, married Miss 
Ellen Massie, of East Virginia, and most of his life 
was spent there. He was an extensive planter, and 

esteemed for his elevated, pure character. 

John Warwick, the third son of Andrew, resided in 
Pocahontas County. As a member of the court, 
commissioner, assessor of lands, and in other positions 

was prominent as a citizen, and influential. 

was Hannah Moffett, the only daughter 
Gatewood, of whom special mention is yet 




o 




Hi 




o 







j 



His second marriage was with 
youngest daughter of George E. Craig, 




chant at Huntersville, Elder in his church 


I 












i 




istian gentleman. Miss Emma 
e, of Dun more, and 
Driscol, are their daughters. 
John Warwick, merchant at Hinton, 
George Warwick died in Lexington, while 
Washington and Lee College. 



il l• 




w 






* 



) 











m 




Elizabeth Warwick Woods. 





This member of Jacob Warwick’s family man* 
Colonel William Woods, near Charlottesville, 

There were no children born to them. He and 
wife were particularly kind and bevevolent: A great 
many persons remember them with gratitude for their 

m 

ample hospitality. 


Mrs Nancy Warwick-Gatewood Poage and Her 

Descendants. 


This member of Major Warwick’s family was first 
married to Thomas Gatewood, son of William Gate- 
wood, of Mountain Grove; by a previous marriage, 
Jane Warwick, already mentioned, was the second wife 
of William Gatewood. 

Their home was at Marlin’s Bottom, now Marlinton, 


Pocahontas 


Andrew Gatewood 




of her first marriage. Upon relinqv 
the Marlins Bottom estate, he 





He 


# 

i 



terest in the 

Glade Hill property, near Dunmore. 
bered as a person of uncommon sprightliness. While 
a student at Washington College, he was regarded as 
the peer of his classmate, William C. Preston of South 
Carolina, in studies and oratorical 





academic rivalry. He married Sally Mott'ett. 




and daught 






vived him, Charles and Hannah 












>ecame the first wife of John 
er only child was the late Mrs Sally 
John Ligon, of Clover Lick, 
eight daughters and one son: 

Mrs C. P. Dorr, Mrs Dr McClintic, Mrs Louisa 

*s Annette Coyner, Mrs Eva McNeel, Mrs 



The 


ar 




1 



mother 






n ei 




a 


Arbuckle, Mabel, Georgia, and Yancey. 

Upon her second marriage Mrs Nancy Gatewood be¬ 
came the wife of Major William Poage. Four daugh- 

* 

ters and one son were born of this marriage. 

Mrs Poage died one morning just at the dawning. 
Feeling death to be near, she requested Jennie John¬ 
son, who afterwards became Mrs Jennie Lamb, to sing 
her favorite hymn: 


“Come, O Thou traveler unknown, 
Whom still I hold but can not see, 
Art Thou the man than died for me ? 
The secret of thy love unfold, 

With Thee all night I mean to stay, 
And wrestle till the break of dav.” 


Mrs Poage’s eldest daughter, Rachel Cameron, was 
married to Josiah Beard, of Locust. At 18 years of 
age, Mr Beard was a ruling Elder in the Falling Spring 
Church, Greenbrier County, and was the first clerk of 
Pocahontas County. During the Civil War, when 
over seventy years of age, he was taken prisoner by 
Federal troops. Something was said to rouse his ire, 
and he challenged the whole squad to single combat. 



I 


& 
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Their family numbered eight sons and three c 
*s. William T. Beard, the eldest, was liberal! 
ted, and became an honored, influential citizen 
fe was Mary, the only daughter of Richard M< 
Hcnrv Moffett Beard was a Lieutenant in the 



ed n 




federate service, and for years was among the most 

1 e' C 

prosperous Pocahontas farmers. 

Samuel J. Beard has long resided in Missouri. 

Joel Early Beard died in the Confederate service. 

His mother came to church one Saturday morning of a 
sacramental occasion, to the Brick Church, and the 
first intimation of her soldier son’s death was the fresh 
grave and the arrival of the body for burial. Her 
other sons were Charles W T oods, John George, aiul 
Wallace Warwick were Confederate soldiers, and are 
influential citizens residing in the Little Levels of Po¬ 
cahontas. Edwin Beard, the youngest son, is a mer¬ 


chant at Hillsboro. 


Mrs Alvin Clark, Mrs George 


McNeel, and Mrs Maggie Levisay are her daughters. 
Mrs Poage’s second daughter, Mary Vance, who is 

said to have borne a remarkable resemblance to her 

grandmother, Mary Warwick, was first married to 
Robert Beale, of Botetourt County, and resided on Elk 
Pocahontas, where he died, leaving one child, Marga¬ 
ret Elizabeth, who married Dr George B. Moffett, one 
of the first graduates in medicine that ever resided in 
Pocahontas. One of their sons, James Moffett, lives 
in Chicago. It was at her son’s home Mrs Moffett 


m 



o. 


w 


id a few years ago. 

Upon her second marriage Mrs Be 
fe of Henry M. Moffett, the second 
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very excellent man in every respect, and 



Tlieii 


lis time one of the most influential of citizens. 

survived them was George H. Moffett, a 

Pocahontas bar, ex-speaker of the West 





member o 




Virginia Legislature, and at present a 

in Portland, Oregon. 

One of her daughters, Mary Evelina, was marriei 




) 



Co 

whose 




William P. Thompson, a Confederate officer, 
residence was in New York, and prominent 
management of the Standard Oil Company. 
The youngest daughter, Rachel, became Mrs I)r Mc- 
Chesnev, of Lewisburg. 

Sally Gatewood, another daughter, became Mrs 

Dr Alexander McChesnev, of C harleston. whose 

#/ 7 

daughter, Mary Winters, is the wife of Rev A. II. 
Hamilton, a well known Presbyterian minister. 

' 9 

Margaret Davies Poage, the third daughter of Mrs 
Nancy Warwick Poage, was married to James A. Price 
of Botetourt County, and lived at Marlins Bottom. 

Four of their sons were in the (’onfederate service - 
James Henry, Josiah Woods, John Calvin, and An¬ 
ew Gatewood. 

James Henry was captured at Marlins Bottom am 
taken to Camp Chase. He died in 18 ( J8. 


John Calvin was severely wounded in the same 


skirmish, shot down in the river, and afterward res 

cued bv 

9J 

Josi; 






ini. iff ton 









He resides near Clover lack 
s graduated with distinction 
e in 1861. He was a lieutenant in 
company of mounted infantry 
intendent of schools, and 











in 
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Ran 

end 







ountv; a member of the 
term was presiding officer. 



tour 


at Marl in ton. 

Andrew Gatewood Price was in the Confer 




© 




the Bath Cavalry. He was taken prisoner 








Hanover Junction, and died a few weeks 
Point Lookout, July 6, 1864, aged about twenty 
A lady near Richmond, seeing his name 
among the missing, wrote some very beautiful lines, 
that have been widely copied in books and journals, 
and his name has been sweetly embalmed and his me¬ 
mory not soon forgotten. 

Samuel Davies Price married Caroline McClure anti 
lately resided on Jacksons River, where his widow 
children now lives. 

Mary Margaret Price, the only surviving daughter, 
was married to Andrew M. McLaughlin, of whom was 
purchased the land on which the town of Marl inton is 
built. They reside near Lewisburg, W. Va. Their 
eldest son, Rev H. W. McLaughlin, is a Presbyterian 
minister, in charge of the Greenbank and Dun more 
churches. Lee and Edgar are their other sons; Anna 
Margaret, Lula, and Grace are their daughters. 

Concerning William T. Price, the eldest son 
A. and Mary D. Price, the following is 
Herringshaw’s Encyclopaedia of American Biography : 

4 ‘William T. Price, cleryman, aAthor, was born 







1830, near Marlinton, W. Ya. 
college at the Hillsboro Academy 
1854 from Washington Colie 

and Lee University, r 





















he 


md was licen 















the first honor graduate, 
theological studies at Union 
5 same year to preach, 
mainly to the ministry of the Pi 
tert-an Church—for forty years;—twelve years as 
missionary in Bath and Highland counties; 
years as pastor of Cooks Creek Church, Rockingham 
County, Ya.; and twelve years as pastor of the Hun¬ 
tersville and Marlinton churches. He has contributed 
extensively to religious literature and is the author of 
several published works/’ 

William T. Price and Anna Louise Randolph, of 
Richmond, Ya., were married in 1865. Their child¬ 
ren are Dr James Ward Price, Andrew Price, Susie 
A. Price, a student at the Woman's Medical College 
of Baltimore; Norman R. Price, medical student; Cal¬ 
vin W. Price, and Anna Virginia Price. 

Elizabetli Wood Poage, the fourth daughter, became 
tlie wife of Colonel Joel Mathews, of Selma, Alabama. 

A sad mortality attended her family; a few, perhaps 


none survive. 


Colonel Mathews was an extensive 

planter, and owned between two and three thousand 
slaves. He tendered a colored regiment to the Con¬ 
federate Congress, but the Government was too punc- 
ious to receive them as soldiers, and put them to 
work on fortifications. Major Dawson, a son-in-law, 
was a member of the Southern provisional congress. 



Colonel William Woods Poage married Miss 



ulia 


t 







1 


and lived awhile at 



t 








He sen 




years were passed near Clovet 

s as a member of the com 
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SOUS, 



enrv Moffett and William 



lonv vvc 


/ 




in the war. Henry Moffett was a 
and was recklessly daring. He fell neai 




v o 



i 





m 



Mrs Sally W. Beery, of Mt. Clinton, 
surviving child; William Anthony was no 


1 









t 



ost his life near Middletown, V 







scout. 

The surviving sons of Colonel Poage, John Robert 
and Quincy Woods, are prosperous farmers on the 
grand old homestead near Clover Lick. These brothers 

married sisters, daughters of Jacob Sharp, whose mo¬ 
ther was the intimate friend of Mrs Marv Vance War- 

®y 

wick, long years ago. 



Authentic tradition preserves some incidents that il¬ 
lustrate some of Major Warwick s personal traits. 
Soon after the affair at Point Pleasant, lie went among 
the Shawnees on a trading excursion to secure skins 
and furs. On the last excursion of this kind he trav¬ 
eled as far as Fort Pitt, where he found little Gilmore 
a boy who had been carried a captive from 
Creek, Rockbridge, Virginia. To put him out o 
reach of the mischievous boys, his master had 
lim to a board and laid him on the roof of a lo 
Mr Warwick tried to ransom the captive, 
was asked by the Indian foster parent, and 
ned to rescue the boy and bring him home to 
viving friends in the Virginia Valley. 

















3 


He 




i 




ans upon a hunting expedition, and 
ing from place to place to place lie would 







carry the Indian children behind 















an Indian 


in would carry tli3 Gilmore 
le would fall behind the party, first with 

en with the white one, but 





come up in time. Finally the Indians placed so much 
confidence in the trader as to be off their guard, 







*ew from the party with the captive 
the settlements, and before the Indians be¬ 
came suspicious of his intentions, his swift horse had 





After 


an 


carried them safely beyond their reach, 
arduous journey he arrived home in safety and restored 
the captive to his friends. 

Mr Warwick was once at a house raising in the vicin¬ 
ity of Clover Lick. A young mm made himself un¬ 
pleasantly conspicuous boasting of his fleet ness of foot. 
The Major took one of his young friends aside and 
told him if lie would beat that voungster at a foot race 

♦/ c 

and take some of the conceit out of him he would 
make him a present. The race came off in the after¬ 



noon, and was won by the young friend. Mr War¬ 
wick was delighted, and told him to come over to the 
Lick soon as convenient and see what was there for 

When he did so the Major gave him one of his 

fine colts. 

6 

That youth became a distinguished Methodist minis- 
Rev Lorenza Waugh; traveled in West Virginia, 
Ohio, and Missouri, and finally went overland to Cali- 

e he died in 1899 at the advanced age o 






95 year 




m „ * 



During the greater part of this 
he used horses that were the offspring < 



•» 



1 


horse pi 



to him by Major Warwick. 


In a controversy about 


land 


on 


I 



ji 4 
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i County, a challenge 







and Colonel John Baxter. 


This 





s 

oldv serious difficulty he ever had with an 


T 





1 






mu 






e affair was amicably and honorably s< 
tual friends. 

is grandson, the late John Warwick, 
u*s the last visit paid to the old home in 

e would have Greenbiier Ben, a faithful servant^ to 

mount a large black mule; take his grandson, a lad of 

four years, in his arms and carry him from Jacksons 
River to (’lover Lick—between thirty-five and forty 



miles —the same dav. 


The 


«> 



of three rested at 


noon in the home of John Bradshaw, the. pioneer and 
founder of Huntersville. Squire Warwick remernberec 
seeing the hands at work upon the court house, then in 
course of erection, and the interest manifested by his 
venerated grand father, then more than eighty years of 
age, in what was going on. 

In person, Jacob Warwick was tall, stoop shoulder¬ 
ed, and exceedingly agile and muscular. 


His 


g r 



son, the late Jacob Bee, is said to have resembled him 
more than any one else in personal appearance. 


Mrs Mary V. Warwick was a person of 



i 



refill 





ed taste, and took all possible pains to make home at¬ 
tractive. When there was preaching at her house, all 
present were pressingly invited to remain for dinner. 
Her table service was really elegant, 
might well enjoy her dinners. She had 
library of books in the nicest style 

ood use of them, too. 

Mr Warwick was jovial in his 
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tremely fond of innocent merriment. He delighted 


much in 


t 



peo 





of young people, and even child- 

words an 1 kindly deeds to young 


e vividly and affectionately remembered 



am 


§ 





ever knew him. 



passed at 


ic decease of his wife, most of his time 

/ 

homo of Maj or Charles Cameron. 



§ 



He 


ied at the breakfast table. When apoplexy came 
upon him he was merrily twitting Miss Phoebe Woods 
about her beau, voung Mr Beale. This occurred Jan- 

1 §/ o 

nary, 1826, when he was nearing his eighty-third year. 
They carried his venerable remains about a mile 



the west bank of the Jacksons River, and in a 
spot reserved for family burial, he was buried. 
When the writer visited his grave several years since, 
the place seemed to be in danger of forgetfulness. 
A locust tree stood near it and marked the place. 
Since then it has been nicely and substantially en- 

and the grave marked by a neatly sculptured 
In that lonely, but beautiful, valley retreat 
ong, busy man has found repose. 







THOMAS GAtPORD. 

So far as now known Thomas Gal ford, Senior, was 
le original ancestor of the Pocahontas Gal fords. 

\ believed he came fiom the Middle Valley and was 

Thomas Gal ford lived on the 

*atterson and (diaries Nottingham on 


now held 


© 










¥ 










is the opinion of most persons 
ust previous to the Revolution. 






msr > :y ok Pocahontas county 



Thomas Gal ford had a brother, John, of whom but 

, who 


e is now kno.vn. There was a sister, , 




W 


to 




s Odi > Gum and lived at 


le head o 






Bottom, Highland County. There was another 

whose name cannot now be recalled who 
olm Chestnut, on Little Back ( reek, whei 
n umerous descend ants. 

Thomas Gal ford married Naomi Slaven, 
Newlen Slaven, late of Meadow Dale, and they 


m 





1 !• 



i 







Oi 







one 


the parents of two sons, John, and Thomas, 
and a daughter, Elizabeth. 

John Galford married Jennie McLaughlin, lived o: 
the home place, finally went to Lewis County and set 
tied near Walkersville. There were five sons and 
daughter: Allen, John, William, James. Thomas and 

Naomi. 

Naomi Galford died a young woman in Lewis County. 

John Galford, Junior, married Frederika Hillery 
and lived at Huntersville where lie conducted a flourish¬ 
ing tannery. 


T 


one 


H 


George, and Mary, who is now Mary V. Rod 
Buckeye, are their children. 

John Gal ford’s second marriage was with 
mons, daughter of the late Nicholas Simmons. 



Lydia, now Mrs Lee 






ren. 


Thomas 

Mountain. 


Margaret Curry, on Back 


J 


1 



A 



1 




gal, now Mrs L. A. Hefner, on S 

Hefner was a Confederate soldier from 

to Colonel G. M. Edgar's battalion 
ents of nine sons and two daughters 
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m 




married Margaret Anderson in 

*e the parents of seven children, 

* 

of high schools. Homer 
James Halford is in tine circum 
a highly esteemed, influential 









Lewis County 
Allen 





ord married Nancy Cassell and lived on 
reenbrier near the mouth of Deer Creek. 
They were the parents of four daughters and three sons. 
Full particulars are given of his family in the Cassell 

sketches. 

Allen Galford was a well-known citizen and pros¬ 
pered financially. He died not long since aged 82 
years. Several years since he sought the forgiveness 
of his sins and united with the church at the age of 77 
years. He left in manuscript a very sincere confession 


of his faith in the merits of his Savior’s atoning blood. 

Thomas Galford, Junior, one of the ancestral broth¬ 
ers, was first married to Naomi Slaven, a relative, and 
settled on a part of the Glade Hill homestead, and 
thence moved and located on property now held by 

the late Harvey Curry’s family near Dunmore. By 

* 

this marriage there was one daughter, Jane, who mar¬ 
ried her cousin, William Galford, son of John Galford, 
Senior, and first settled on the head of Sitlington’s 

Creek on the farm now owned by her son, William 
Wellington Galford, and finally moved near Dunmore 


© 


The folio win 
John 





1 


ticulars are at hand about her childi 
a Confederate soldier in the 31st 



m 


Vir 




was wounded at Gettysburg ant 
Richmond soon after, in Chimborazo hospita 
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Thomas Galford married Lizzie 
near Dunmore. 

James Galford died while on a visit 
Highland. His memory is cherished 





and 









ft 



y 


cm* 



man 


and 


a person 


of 










William W. Galford married Ada Mayse, daughter 
of the late Jubal Mayse and lives at the head of Sit- 
ington’s ('reek. 

Elizabeth Galford, a young woman died at the 
place near Dunmore. 

Nancy Galford lives on a part of the homestead. 

Naomi Galford died soon after reaching womanhood. 

Marietta Galfoid died when nearly grown, of pulmo¬ 
nary affection. 

In his second marriage Thomas Galford, Junior, 
was married to Henrietta Sutton, and there were no 
children. 

Thomas Galford was a very pronounced Confederate 

sympathizer, and as such he was regarded as a dan¬ 
gerous citizen to be at large in war times. In dis¬ 
charging what they deemed to be their duty, 
arrested bv a detachment of Union soldiers, under the 



was 


command of the late Captain Nelson Fray, and sent to 
Camp Chase, where he died during the war. 


In reference to the pioneer’s 


daughtei 



Galford, the tradition is that when she w r as 

she was sent on an errand 









of a mile east of 


residence 




was never seen afterwards. While parties were 

searching the creek, Indian signs were disc 
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and it w 





once concluded that she had been taken 
Yain pursuit was made, and the neighbors 







. Indians, believed to be the same 
fort and killed a man named Sloan, 
and an Indian was wounded. The Indian was taken 

Arbovale, and secreted until 
for the Ohio towns. Hence the name 









ab 





Run. 


, if 


Some months subsequently Thomas Gal ford and 
Samuel Gregory went to the Indian towns, but could 

hear nothing of the child. The two men lingered about 
the town, inquiring for furs and tried to trade with the 
Indians, hoping thus to get the desired information 
about the missing child. Hearing nothing, they gave 
up all hopes, and turned their attention to a pair of fine 
horses. They stole them, hitched them some distance 
from the town, and then went back and waited in am¬ 
bush for the warriors that might come in pursuit. Two 
were shot down and their ornaments taken, and these 


kept for years. The bracelets 


burned when 


Thomas Galford, Junior, lost his house. The captured 

stallions. The bay was called Buck 


horses were fine stallion 
Rabbit and the other Ii 


G rey. 


Buck Rabbit was 


sold to John Bird, the ancestor of the Bird 



Creek. The other was bought by John 
trader from Staunton. 



upper 
Harne 

/ 

Thomas Galford, the pioneer, and Jacob 
on returning from a scout, thought they would 

ue expense of William Higgins and Peter In¬ 
ram, whom they found digging potatoes ivear the fort 








mouth of Deer Creek. Higgins 




claimed 
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there was no indian that could ever make him run. 
While the two were busy with their digging, Gal ford 
and Warwick slipped up to the fence and fired simul¬ 
taneously, hitting the ground close to Higgins and 
scattering the dust all over him. He and Ingram ran 
with all speed to the stockade and reported that In¬ 
dians had fired on them. The panic was soon relieved 
however, when hilarious laughter instead of war whoops 
were heard in the direction of the potato patch. 


JOHN R. FLEMMBNS, 

One of the most unique and picturesque characters 
that figure in our local history was John R. lemmens, 
of Laurel Creek. Early in the century residents of the 
head of Stony Creek saw smoke rising from Red Lick 
Mountain. At first it was thought to be a hunter’s 
camp. Upon noticing the smoke continuing for some 
days, curiosity was awakened, and parties went up 
into the Red Lick wilderness to see what it meant. To 
their surprise they found a family in camp, arranging 
for a permanent settlement. 

There were five persons, John R. Flemmens and 
Elizabeth Flemmens, his wife; James 
were the sons, and one daughter, 
were nice horses and several cows r 
family had been there for several wee 




Frederick 












1 





ever 



out when or whence they 
these persons arrived in a balloon 
midnight, their coming could not 
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[lie FI era opened what is now the “Rosser 

Place,” But few persons were ever known to labor 

more industriously than the mother and her three 

children. Mr Flemmens bought lands from Isaac 

Gregory amounting to four thousand acres. It was a 

part of the William Lewis Lovely survey. The papers 

dated 1777, and this region was then in the metes and 

bounds of Harrison County. Such a deal in lands 

sounds fabulous now, or did until the recent operations 

of Colonel McGraw and others have rather eclipsed 

the Flemmens 7 deals on that line. John R. Flem- 

rnens at times seemed pressingly anxious to sell large 

tracts at ten cents an acre. Lands now held bv Colo- 

*/ 

nel McGraw, the Whites, Shearers, and others. 

On his possessions John Flemmens made an open¬ 
ing, built a house, and preparations were made for an 
immense barn. The barn was never finished. Some 
of the hewn timber for the barn was more than two 
feet across the face and smooth as silk. Ilow such 
work could be so smoothly done was the wonder of all 
who may have examined it. 



The Flem mens family became noted for sugar mak- 

Thev would work several hundred trees in the 






southern 


exposures 






J 












for in 

* ders. and m 


m 





then move to another 

the north and close the 
and children would carry 
upported by straps from their 

sap was carried 
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an iin 










making arrangements for evaporatin 
mense tree would be felled and the 
against it, and then the tires kindled, 
common thing to see fifteen or twenty 
boiling at the same time. 

The output would amount to hundreds 
The sugar was generally stirred until it pulverized, and 

t 

much of it was nearly as fair as brown or coffee sugar. 

A good deal of the sugar was taken to Lewisburg 
and exchanged for more kettles. Mr Flemmens could 
pack three large iron kettles on one horse. In these 
excursions to the sugar market, and very frequently 
other times, John Flemmens had three horses, drivin 



v 



the foremost, riding the middle one, and leading the 
third—all arranged randem fashion. In this manner 

he could traverse the bridle paths,—at an early day 

« 

the common means of communication between places. 
The entire family became members of the church. 
James Flemmens was fond of hunting, but he met 
with so little success that his father warned him that if 
he came home any more without venison, he should 
not be allowed to waste any more time as he 
doing. 

“Worrich pays better than no luck, Jim, in 
and so you know what will be up if you 
nothin’ this time.” 

This was spoken in stentorian tones with 



been 














voice, and it seems to have rung in 

purpose. 

he had the luck to bring home 
ame day the late venerable John 




That 




venison 




killed 
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m 


m tne 




did not bring it home—left it hanging 
hunter fashion—and it mysteriously dis- 
Suspicious gossip ran high, which the 








nens meekly endured until they began to 
that forbearance was no longer a virtue, and 
trial was demanded to vindicate Jimmy’s 
roni the slanderous insinuations in connexion with the 
disappearance of the dear. 

The preliminaries for trial being duly arranged 

ing Elder at Hamlin Chapel, the slandered 
hunter put in his pleas, with flowing tears and tremu¬ 
lous voice, when the Elder asked the question: 

4 ‘Brother James Flemmens, did you or did you not 
take Brother Barlow’s deer ?” 

44 I hope not. God knows I hope God does not 
know I took the deer, as I am slandered with.” 

Mr Barlow exclaimed; “God does n’t know any 

such thing.” 

The strife of tongues now promised to become sharp, 
but the imperious Presiding Elder made it short and 
decisive by a wave of the hand and a significant look 
toward the door. Somehow, as the Flemmens thought 
unjustly, the Elder construed James' plea as a virtual 
confession that he had spirited away the missing game. 
He solemnly deposed him from church membership, 

cleared all others of slanderous intentions. 




Soon as 



deeisiou was announced, John 



mens arose an asked for a dismissal: “Give me my 


name 






ive me old Betsy’s, too !” 


Youn 



Betsv 




for her name also. They all soon found 


a church home elsewhere. 




4 
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le course of events Frederick was 



ft 


st to die 











ed 





§ 





too far awav from Ins mountain home un 
peculiar circumstances. John 
John Barlow's to pass the night, 
of Frederick's death, but did not wish anv one 

But 






any thing about it before morning, 
the boys came in before his father could 
and said: 44 Mr Flemmens, do you know that 
dead ? 











on 




44 Is it possible, Mr Barlow, have you heard t 
boy is dead ?” 

“Yes,” replied Mr Barlow, 44 I am sorry to say it is 


even so. 


1 * 


In an instant the bereaved father seemed to be 
frenzied by his grief. He caught up his three horses 
and started for home in the night. As he slowly as¬ 
cended the mountain path his agonized cries could be 
heard for miles: 44 0 Freddy, my dear sou; your poor 
old father will never see you again. O Freddy, my 
son, my son 

While on a visit to Ohio, Mr Flemmens died there. 

Mrs Flemmens and her daughter Elizabeth spent 

their last years in the vicinity of Buckeye. 






and wove ond industriously earned a living as Ion 
their willing hands coaid retain their cunning, 
the respectful esteem of all their neighbors. 






AARON MOORE 



Aaron Moore, one of the older sons o 
e pioneer, hunter, and scout, after his 
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Catherine Johnson, daughter of John Johnson, 
lived near Frost; but the greater part of his life 
dwelt on the west bank of the Greenbrier, four 

Marlinton, where he had settled in 









John Johnson, the ancestor of the Johnson relation- 

pioneer of West Marlinton, whose 
several hundred yards below the bridge 






cabin 


near a 





walnut tree, heard that corn had matured 
He set out to bring in some of the Nich¬ 
olas corn for seed, and lost his way in Black Mountain 
and was bewildered for nine days, having nothing to 
eat most of the time. In his desperation he tried a mor¬ 
sel of garter snake, but he could not swallow it, and 
he concluded he would rather die than “eat such eat¬ 
ings as that.” Upon coming to a house he was just 
able to move, and scarcely able to talk enough to make 
the mistress of the place understand what had happen¬ 
ed. She at once proceeded to prepare a bountiful 
meal, thinking a man as hungry as he was would never 
know when to quit. In the meantime the proprietor 
came in and countermanded all this preparation, and 
directed a little thin mush to be boiled and a little 


skimmed milk be brought from the spring house. 


He 


saucer of mush and milk and gave the fam- 



* r 





prepared a 

ished stranger one spoonful, and then waited 

In a few minutes there was a violent 

aim it looked as if he was about to turn 

When this subsided, a little more 

* 

iven, with more favorable results, 

of hunger were so.nev 
Nourishment was carefully 


in 









m 


a 
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III 


some davs, and lie finally made the 

t 7 •' 

corn, which planted one of the first 
ed in the vicinity of Marlinton. 

By arduous industry and judicious 
Mrs Moore built up a prosperous home 
were John, James, Samuel, Thomas, Andrew Jackson, 


•ne; and 











Henry, William Daniel, and George 
the daughters were Mary, Elizabeth, Catherine, Eliza, 

and Melinda— r eight sons and five daughters. 

John Moore married Jane, daughter of Colonel 
Baxter, and settled in the woods near Marlinton. 
Their children were Aaron, William, Theodore, Wash¬ 
ington, and one daughter, Catherine, now Mrs Thomas 
Auldridge, near Indian Draft. 

James Moore married Anne McNeill daughter of the 
late Squire John McNeill, on Dry Branch of Swago, 
and settled in the woods near Marlinton, on property 
now owned by Johu R. Moore. Their children were 
John Register, Frances, Rachel, George, Henry, 
son, and Naomi. John Register lives on the home- 
stead. His wife was Mary Baxter, daughter of 
William Baxter, near Edrav. 

Samuel Moore married Nancy Beale, and settled on 
the summit of Marlin Mountain, in the unbroken forest 
and killed ten rattlesnakes on the first acre cleared 
about his cabin. Their children were Lucas, Martha, 
Catherine, Margaret, Jennie, William Thomas, Anise, 

Kenney, Rachel, and Melinda—ei 











our sons. 


Thoma 






Mrs Moore was 
eale, who came from 
1812. He claimed to have 








oon aftei 
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one of the defenders of Baltimore, 


and saw 





ageinent immortalized by 



4 4 




ang 
Moore 





• % 


The farm opened up by 





from so many points that a lady fi 


i 



Florida called it a revolving farm. 

William 1). Moore settled on Elk Mountain in the 
woods. He was married three times. His first wife 
was Rebecca Sharp; her children were Matthias, 
Charles L., Elizabeth, Mary, Jacob, and Nancy. The 
second wife was Mary Ann Auldridge, daughter of 
Thomas Auldrige, Senior. Her one child was Mary 
Ann Moore. The third wife was Hannah Beverage. 
Her children were Amanda, now Mrft S. 1). Hannah, 
on Elk; Susan, now Mrs John Gibson, near Mary's 
Chapel; Effie, now Mrs A. P. Gay, near C lover Lick; 
Etta, Joseph, and Ellis. 

Thomas Moore, a noted rail splitter and fence build¬ 
er, never married. He opened up a nice farm on 
Back Alleghany, where he now resides. 

Andrew Jackson Moore was married twice. First 
wife was Abigail McLaughlin, daughter of the late 
Major Daniel McLaughlin, near Greenbank. Her 
children were Ernest and Anise, now Mrs I). Hevner, 
on Back Alleghany. The second wife was Rachel, 
daughter of the late Charles Grimes, near Frost. Her 
children were Virginia, now Mrs Silva, on Stamping 
Creek, Forest, Samuel, Thomas, and Elmer. 

A. J. Moore settled in the woods on Back Allegha¬ 
ny, and opened up a fine farm. 

•Henry Moore married Elizabeth Auldridge, and set¬ 
tled in the woods near Driftwood, and opened up two 
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Their onlv son, Andrew 

7 



ive 





Geor 




Ci 



C. Moore married Rachel Duncan on 
• father, Henry Duncan, came fi 















, and was one of the carpenters 
court house at Huntersville. Mr Moore 
4 ‘Young Place," on Stony Creek. 

Elizabeth Moore became Mrs William Auldridge. 
These persons settled in the woods near Indian Draft. 
Their children were Hanson, Melinda, and Eliza. 
Eliza died not long since. Hanson and Melinda are 
living on the nice homestead opened up by their wor¬ 
thy parents. 

Catherine Moore was married to John Burr, and 
they settled in Burrs Valley, where she is now living. 

Eliza Moore became Mrs Price McComb, and they 
settled in the woods on Cummings Creek, densely cov¬ 
ered with white pine, and opened up virtually several 
nice farms. Their children were Nancy, 

George, Wyllis, Andrew Beckley, Henry on the home¬ 
stead; and Alice, now Mrs George Wagner, at Hun- 
tersville. 

Melinda Moore was the second wife of the late Cap¬ 
tain William Cochran, on Stony Creek. Her children 
are William Cochran, on the homestead; and Catherine 
Jane, now Mrs Giles Sharp, near Verdant Valley. 
Her second marriage was with Joseph 
ives on the Cochran homestead. 

It is instructive to reflect on the memoirs 

hip, so largely composed 
people, accomplishing what 
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Nine members of t 










, and hv tlieir efforts more 

" */ 

es of wilderness land lias been made to 


i 






Mai 





as the rose, 
early womanhood, regai 



bv 





# 









ent 



ir special favorite. Two, while not se 
woods, have shown by their industry 
ise how to make the best of more favorable op- 
tunities, and improved what came into their hands 



alre 




opened up and improved, 
is not easy to appreciate what it cost—weary toil, 


wear and tear of muscle and bodily vigor—to achieve 
what they have. Nevertheless,- the oldest people tell 
us that there was more real contentment and satisfac¬ 
tion and enjoyment in life then than now; for there was 
a felt community of interest, and harmonious help and 
truly sympathetic endeavor, that seemed to have a 
charm not apparent now. Then it seemed a genuine 
pleasure to show favors and render assistance, but now 
pay seems to be expected for most everything that may 

e in the way of helpful' service. 

Like most of the persons of* his time, Aaron Moore* 

was a successful hunter and made it profitable. One 

\ 

of his memorable adventures occurred while on his wav 

to search for the body of his neighbor, James Twyman 



who wa 



rowned in Thorny Creek, January IT 


1 





not found until January 11). 


Mi 



oore 













* 







* 



1 



i 






of the river, while Thorny Creek is 
He went up the west ban 
As he was threading his 
i, his dog came upon 
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a panther, and treed it in a lofty pine neai 



sumim 



















ridge, about opposite Frie 
it where it fell to be 
rried away on his sorrowfu 
river at high tide. The body of 
lbor was found stranded on a large 
pointed out not very far below the mouth 





















When Mr Moore died, his remains were taken 
Duffield grave yard. His faithful wife survived him 





his 



in 



few years, and then was carried to rest 
where they are now sleeping the years away 
of a blessed resurrection. May they stand in their lot 
at the end of the days. 


LEVI MOORE, 

One hundred years ago, one of the most widely 
known citizens in the region now embraced by Poca¬ 
hontas and Bath counties, was Levi Moore, Senior, a 
native of Wales. He was the pioneer of Frost, and 
came to there some time previous to the Revolution, 
and was among the first to make a permanent settle¬ 
ment. The lands he settled now owned by the Gib¬ 
sons, Sharps and others. His wife was Susannah 
and he first settled in Pennsylvania, where 
until his family, two sons and two daughter 
and the older ones nearly grown. 









Hannah Moore was marrried to 
ster of the Gay relationship, so frequently 
these papers. 








From Mrs John Simmons and Mrs Mary Jane Moore 

we learn the following particulars: 


Sa 










became Mrs John Smith, one 
manent settlers of the Ed ray district, near 

Creek, of whom special mention is 






George Moore was at the notable wedding when Ja¬ 
cob Slaven and Miss Eleanor Lockridge were married 
near Driscol. The tradition is that a practical joke 

was played by one James Brindley, at which the horse 

ight, ran off, and the rider's head struck a pro- 
ecting fence stake and was instantly killed. George 
Moore lived a while on the land now held bv Abram 

®u 

Sharp, but sold to John Sharp and went to Kentucky. 
He was back on a visit when his sudden death occurred 

* 4 

as just mentioned. 

Levi Moore, Junior, was a person of marked promi¬ 
nence in county affairs. In person he was six feet 


eleven inches in height, and well proportioned. He was 


a member of the Virginia legislature and was 


< 


>n the 


commission to locate the court-house, and selected a 
site near where George Baxter, county surveyor, now 
ives. His first marriage was with Miss Nancy Sharp, 
daughter of William Sharp, the Huntersville pioneer 
and lived on the Moore homestead. In reference to 




ildren the following items are recorded: 

% J 







Back Creek 









m 





core was marriol to Leonar 

lived at the brick house 
leaves the Back Creek road, 
an accident; Lizzie Irvine wns 

of Augusta County, Va.; Cor 




i 


J 




*e 






» 















lied to William Gardner and 
; Wilton Irvine marrie 
daughter of George McCarty, and 
Back Creek; Susannah Irvine was marrie 

Kellev on Little C reek; and there is a 


















Irvine. 

Margaret Moore was married to Eli McCarty 
lived near Laurel Run. Her daughter, 

McCarty, married the late John Simmons and lived 
the homestead. Her brother, Paul, died in the we 

Martha Moore, another daughter of Hon Levi Moore 
Junior, was married to the late Rev John Waug 
Indian Draft. Her children were Levi, Beverly, John, 
Samuel, Miriam, Ann and Eveline. Joseph B. Mc- 
Neel, on Bucks Run; Rev John W. McNeel, a minis- 

-A 

ter of the Baltimore Conference, are her grand-children. 

Andrew Moore married Rebecca Waugh, daughter 
of Samuel Waugh, in the Hills, and settled on Knapps 
Creek, thence moved to the head of Stony Creek, and 
finally located in Jackson County. He was noted 
his skill in forecasting the seasons and weather. 

Levi Moore, the third, went to Nebraska where 
reported he amassed a large fortune in the fur 
Having no family of his own, he adopted his n 
n Moore one of Andrew’s sons. 

The Hon Levi Moore s second marrk 










Mary McCarty, daughter of Timothy McCarty 





olutionary veteran, and the ancestor 
tended McCarty relationship in our county. 




Rac 






Moore, a daughter of this marriage 
James Sharp, on Thorny 





mi 
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1 



Susannah Crist Moore, another (laughter, w 

ladden and also went to low 


Moore, the third daughter, 









Mrs Mary 









daughter, Mrs Matdda Moore, neai 







George Moore, the youngest son, was about 
father. He spent some years in the west. 


as 




He 





to Pocahontas about 1841, and was a pupil 
rst session taught in the Pocahontas Academy, at 
Hillsboro, in 1842. The Rev Joseph Brown was 
Principal. He had the profession of medicine in view 
and was studious to a fault in his efforts to qualify him¬ 
self. Mr Brown took much interest in the quiet and 
exemplary student, so intensely anxious for intellect¬ 
ual improvement. After all his hard labor, the young 
man was seized with pulmonary disease, aggravated by 


his close application to books, and died at the home of 



sister, Mrs Rebecca Irvine, on Back Creek. 


The 


writer remembers him well, and he feels the pathos of 
“the Epitaph" " in Gray's “Elegy of a Country 

Churchyard. 

Levi Moore, Senior, located 575 acres of a “British 

on. the headwaters of Knapps ( reek. 
Revolutiun new requirements were made in order 







secure permanent possession. 


It was to 


p»y 



* 


e 


quisite fee, a warrant would be laid, and 
granted by the federal government. 




The 


new 


are dated 1798, and attested by Henry Grimes 
Alien Poage, and signed by James Madison, 




in 
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Previous to this survey 



Poage h 






wai 


* 




on two thousand acres, which would have ii 
ie 575 acres claimed by the Moore 








es contested for the British ri 


found such was not valid they then av 
ves of the provision authorizing exchau 
rants. Levi Moore, Junior, appears in t 


1 













assignee 


of Levi Moore, Senior, foi 



was 





range ment as 

lands adjoining the lands of Aaron Moore, 
iving at that time on the Herold place. So 
warrant held elsewhere was exchanged for the wan 
on the land adjoining Aaron Moore, was agreed upon 
by Poage and Levi Moore, it came about that 
the patent was applied for, George Poage stated the 
fact that there had been an exchange of warrants, and 
at Pcage's request the title for 575 acres was vested in 
Levi Moore, Junior, as assignee of Levi. Moore, Sr. 

This transaction is interesting and instructive, as 
showing the spirit of the times, and how business 
men acted on the principles of an enlightened and pure 
conscience. So far as the letter of the law went, 
Poage could have held the 575 acres, with all the im¬ 
provements and good qualities of the land; yet within 
his breast there was the higher law of a conscience 
void of offense toward God and man, and he keeps 
lis fellow citizen from suffering from the mistake lie 

right, 





when he relied on the validity of 
which had been declared null and void 
of the Revolution. At the time, the warrant 
bore no comparison, in real value, to the 

lands adjoining the lands of Aaron Moor 










% 
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on 











rule comes in, and an enlightenec 







s the matter. The spirit did right 
le law would have been a shield for 1 
ikes ui feel proud of our pioneer peo 






best 



of them are in the ground. 


^ 1 





of what manner of men they were, 
ay for any generation or family relation- 
mve it said of them that, like potatoes, the 


The record of this transaction is carefully preserved, 
and may be consulted time and again in the future as a 
testimony of what it is to be fair and square. 


JOHN MOORE 

^Pennsylvania John Moore is represented by a 
worthy posterity, and deserves special mention as one 
of the Pocahontas Pioneers. He was among the im¬ 
migrants from Pennsylvania, and as there were several 
John Moores, the soubriquet “Pennsylvania was and 
is attached to his name. Upon his marriage with Mar¬ 
garet Moore, daughter of Moses Moore, scout, hunter, 
and pioneer, John Moore settled and opened up the 
place now occupied by David Moore, near Mount Zion 
Church, in the Hills. Their family consisted of three 
sons and eight daughters. 

Martha Moore became Mrs John Collins, and lived 

ounty, West Virginia. 

Jennie lived to be grown and died of cancerous 
affection. 

Nancy Moore was married to Peter Bussard. ami 
they had their home near Glade Hill. 




w 




Hannah Moore married Martin Dillej 
e Mrs Martha Dilley now resides. 
Pocebe Moore became Mrs Samuel 
where Peter McCarty now lives. 







Elizabeth Moore was married to Daniel 
soldier of the War of 1812, and lived w 
Moore now dwells. 






1 




Marga 


Moore married Eli Bussard 


and 



where their sou, Armenius Bussard, now lives. 

Rebecca Moore was married to John Sharp, from 
near Frost, and lived on the place now occupied by 
Joseph Moore, near the Bussard neighborhood. 

William Moore, son of the Pennsylvania immigrant, 
married Margaret Callahan, of Bath C ounty, Va., and 
opened up the homestead now owned by William Jeff 
Moore. In reference to William Moore's family the 
following particulars are in hand: 

James C. Moore married Hester Nottingham, from 
Glade Hill. Their children are Adam C., William, 
and Mrs W. H. Gabbert, near Huntersville. 


Adam 


and William Moore live on the old homestead with 
their mother. James C. Moore, their father, was a 
Confederate soldier. He died of wounds received dur¬ 
ing the memorable seven days fight around Richmond, 
and was buried near Greenwood Tuunel, Ya. 

William Jefferson Moore married Loretta Grimes, 

§ 

and lives on the paternal homestead near Mount Zion. 
They are the parents of these sons 







Elizabeth, George Ellsworth 
Caroline Frances, Fannie Amoret, 


1 








t 



ii 




and Hattie. 




3 m 
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y Jane Moore, sinter of Janies and Jefferson 
§/ T 

married to Ralph Dilley and lived on an- 

of the paternal homestead, 
man, William Moore, came to end 







ious, useful life under 


very 


sad 


circ 



A fire had broken out from a clearing near his 

and w 




no one with him he endeavored to check i 
progress. In doing so he seems to have been over¬ 
come with fatigue and was suffocated by the smoke 
and flames. He was therefore found dead in the track 


le fire, on the 4th of April, 1866. 

John Moore, son of John Moore the Pennsylvania 

7 */ 

emigrant, married Mary Hannah, one of Joseph Han¬ 
nah’s daughters, on Elk, and settled on a portion of 
the pioneer homestead now occupied by David Moore. 
One of his sons, Joseph, married Susan Bussard, and 
lives near Frost. Another son, David, married Matil- 
a Moore, and lives on the homestead where his father 
bad lived before hi n. Alfred, another son of John 
Moore, Junior, lives with his brother, Joseph Moore. 

James W. Moore, a son of John Moore, Junior, 
married Margaret Nottingham, and lives on a section 


o 



Moore homestead. 

William Moore, the only son of the James Moore 




was a (kmfederate soldier. 


He 


was 


captu 





far 




near Richmond in 1862, and was never hear 

He sleeps in some unknown 
red and the friends that ron 
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John Moore, the ancestor of this branch o 
Moore relationship, was one of the families t 
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ennsylvania and thence to Virginia 

of the eighteenth century. 







#- 


marriage, tliere is no well authenticated relationship 




to exist between his family and t 
ies of the Moore name—so numerous in oui 
and who have performed such an important 
opening up prosperous homes, in the 
serious obstacles, so bravely and perseveringly 
and overcome bv them. 


ler tarm 









We younger people, who were permitted to begin 
where the pioneers left off, can scarcely realize what 
cost in laborious privation, in personal discomfort 
inconvenience, in wear and tear of mind and bodv, to 

7 #/ f 

make possible what seems to come to us as natural 





the air we breathe. In a modified sense, the same 
qualities that were requisite in clearing lands, and 
rearing homes, and making improvements, in the first 


place, are needed to retain 


what has 


been done, and 


add thereto. Eternal vigilence is said to be the price 

of liberty that cost the blood and lives of the brave. 

*/ 

So, in a higher sense, enternal industry and economy 

is the price of a living from the lands reclaimer 
such a cost by those who worked and suffered \ 
they lived for our good and their own. 



The 



our 



GEORGE KEE. 

George Kee was one of the 
and deserves a place in 










the Pocahontas people. He was 
Ireland. He and his brother 









1 








when he was under age, and owing to the shipping 
regulations was not allowed to embark as a regular 
passenger. Young Kee went aboard to see his brother 
off, and concealed himself until too far away at sea to 
put him off the vessel. The intention was to take him 
back, but upon landing at Philadelphi i lie eluded the 
parties in search of him, and escaped to the country. 

He came to America in 1780, landing at Philadel¬ 
phia after a voyage of thirteen weeks. At Lancaster 
City the brothers spent some time, and separated at 
that place and never met again, and Mr Kee never 
heard anything more of him. 


From Lancaster Mr Kee went to Lakeville, near the 
Susquehanna River, where he staid for some time. 
From Lakeville he came to Penticton County, West 
Virginia, where he met a relative, Aaron Kee. This 
relative was a merchant, and furnished Gorge Kee 
some goods, and sent him to Pocahontas County, (then 
BatliJ, to dispose of them. He became acquainted 
with John Jordan, who had been in that business be¬ 
fore him, and Mr Jordan had him make his home with 

six or seven years he spent the most of 


hi 



for 



Levels at John J 



bank o 



It seems, too, that the young Irish merchant was 

making trips to Joshua Buckley’s on the east 

Greenbrier, opposite the mouth of Swago 
Buckley, with her smart and tidy way 
and they were married 1800, 
lome at the place now occupied 

two miles below Marlinton 
There were six sons and one daughter. 







a 
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sons died in childhood. flu* four sons tliat 1 1 \ c 





grown were Joshua Buekltj, Andrew, John 


C4 








The daughter's name was Hannah 
Hannah married Timothy Clunen, a 





Ii 




1 


and lived on Bucks Run, 


Her 


cm 




i were 















Hetty, who became Mrs Sterling Campbe 
on head of Swago; Margaret, now Mrs Luther 

on the Greenbrier near the mouth of Beaver ( 
Nancy is Mrs Daniel McNeill, at Buckeye. 

Clunen and Buckhannon Clunen live in Missouri 
Allie Clunen lives in Indiana. Elizabeth Clunen live 
at the old home on Swago. 

Joshua B. Kee, the eldest son of the Kee family, 
married Rebecca Stevenson, of Bath County, and set¬ 
tled on the Greenbrier, a mile below Marl in ton. Es- 

j 

ther and Rachel were the names of his daughters, and 
they both died when about grown. Joshua Kee wtls a 
person of remarkable mechanical skill. He could 
work in stone, iron, and wood, as well as farm. His 
specialty was guusmithing, in which he excelled, and 
in his time when so much hunting was done this was 
of great service to the people. 

Andrew Kee married Mary Duncan, on Stony Creek 


a sister of the late Henry Duncan. 


Her 



came 



om Collierstown, a few miles from Lexington, Rock- 
e, Virginia. His children were Hannah, Jane, 
Nancy, and Esther. The two latter died durin 






war 


1 









had grown to womanhood. It was 
camp fever and diphtheria ravaged this whole 
swept away in some instance 
entire families, and Andrew 







or 


was one 
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rt 



the only survivor 





widow more than thirty years. 


Audi* 



ou 




w Kee lived on the Greenbrier, near Bu 
ace now held by William A. Duncan 




1 



was a ver 



marksman and successful hunter 



was no uncommon thing for him to shoot squirre 




across 



n 



yai 



o 



Greenbrier with his mountain rifle, ovei 
Many would think it good shooting to hit a 
deer that distance with such a weapon. 

John Kee married Hester Gwin, a daughter of James 
Gwin, Senior, near Gall Town, Highland, and a neice 

rs Rebecca Kee, mentioned elsewhere. John Kee 
lived at the homestead, and the names of his children 
were James, Alcinda, Dallas, Aaron, Samuel, Susan, 
Henrietta, and Hester. 

James Kee was a Union soldier in the regular ser¬ 
vice, and died in the war at Winchester, Virginia. 
Alcinda became Mrs George McKee ver, and lives 

on Swago. 

married Milly McNeill, and settled on 


Kee 


the Kee homestead. Samuel K 

ther Aaron. 


lives with 


bi 


Hester Kee first married William Poage and lived 


llear 


Poage 



Her second marriage was with Henry 


Like his brothers, John Kee was an expert worker 


:in 



iP 



» 



nt callings. His specialty 
fanning. 


William Kee, son of George Ke 


mar 




i 



now occi 



settled on a part of the home 
Captain J. R. Apperson. 







ch 





* 


ere Eliza, George, Matik 









ier 


Eliza was a young person of m 

esteemed ami successful teacher. 
19, 1801, aged 22 years, and in 
ler's lamented death. 

George M. Kee first married Mary 

























on a section of his father's homestead 
and Eliza were the children of this man 
econd marriage was with Rachel Moore. 






# 



They 

ix children. George M. Kee was a Confederate 




dier. 


He has filled several positions in county affairs. 


as magistrate, commissioner of the court, &c. 

Matilda Kee was married to Captain J. R. Apper- 


son, and lived on the homestead. 


William L. Kee, who lives near Washington City, 
and holds a position in the Land Office, is the young¬ 
est of William Kee's family. His wife was Catherine 
Phares, daughter of William Phares, near Elkins. 

William Kee, the youngest son of George Kee the 
ancestor, was a very estimable person, being an honest 
industrious citizen, he was of great service te the com¬ 
munity in which he lived. He was one of the mo 
public spirited citizens of his times. He and 
thers, Joshua, Andrew, and John, built with their own 

a 

hands and at their own expense one of the mo 
fortable school houses anywhere in their section 
county, in order to have their children 
was near the stone quarry. Mr Kee’s wife 
McCollam, daughter of William McCollam 
Drennan his wife. They were married in 
died December 25, 1862. She died 
















II 
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months, and 14 days. • 

1 » 

the progenitor of the Kee relationship 


was m ms 








i 





ever 



respects a very remarkable person 
eal, and reflected on what he dit 
converse fluently and intelligently on w 

at was discussed in books or the 








journals. He was the first person that I had ever 
heard say anything about John Locke, the eminent 
mental philosopher, and one of the foremost metaphy¬ 
sicians of his (lav. Mr Kee was anxious for me to read 
le book, and insisted on me to do so whenever I was 
able to lay my bands on it. Ilis copy was worn out, 
and he bad not been able to get another, as lie had 


frequently tried. So it turned out that one of the first 
books I looked for in the college library was Locke on 
the Human Understanding, an old book and out of 


print. 


In subsequent years when attending lectures, I 



found that one of the ablest lecturers did not seem as 

familiar with Locke as my old friend in his mountain 

Lock had become somewhat of a hack number 

with his innate ideas, and a different theory was com- 

* _ 1 

The new theory was to cram the 

i 

mind, and the more it should be crammed the more the 
education imparted. Now the tendency 


ing into 


vogue. 


is beginning 




to show itself to work from within, and develop 



( 







and 
be u 




faculties so that the mind is prepared to receive 
use of whatever it finds without that wo 

i some qualifying conditions, 










t 


l 1 


each 



ning into use, and it may be thinkers 

o 7 • v 

occupied by our old friend. 








r> 1 



aim honor and recognition for original re 



<md • 



HSTOKY OF POCAHONTAS C KJNTY 


search in educational affairs. 

He 










use 







ad a passionate love for 
•ee as something of more real 
d or silver. If the forests were to be destroy¬ 
ed, his notion was that people would become like the 
traveler suffering from hunger and thirst on the desert, 
who noticed a well filled pouch not far ahead 
littering a joyful exclamation, he hastened to 

Upon opening it he found it filled with 
the most precious and valuable quality, such as 
only could afford to wear. The traveler threw it down 
and exclaimed: “Alas, I thought I was finding dates 
to quench mv thirst and relieve my hunger,” 

He was a Jacksonian Democrat—first, last, and all 
the time. Were he alive now, with unchanged seiiti- 





earls 




one 


f r 1 e :i d i r i 


ments, Henry George would have had 
Pocahontas that he could have relied on through evil 
as well as good report. 


Mr Kee claimed to be an Associate Reformed Pres- 

4 

byterian, commonly known as the Seceders or Cove- 
nanters. It was a blessing to our county to have such 
a person as Mr Kee identified with its history. I think 
this is a sentiment with which all will agree who re¬ 
member something of his sterling character. 


HENRY DILLEY, 

Among the early settlers of our county, Henry Oil - 
ley deserves more than a passing notice. He was one 
of the four Dilley brothers, one of whom was the late 
Martin Dilley. It is believed the Dilleys came from 
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very probably of French descent. 
Henry Dilley went over to John Sharp's, the early 

Frost, often enough to persuade his daughtei 





M a r 


wer 


and a 







to have him for better or worse, am 
y married and settled on Thorny C 
as Dillevs Mill will be known his name 




will not be forgotten. Mr Dilley never doubted the 

the Bible —especially that place in Genesis 




where it speaks of the ground bringing forth 4 ‘thorns 
and thistles. 11 he had enough of these things to con¬ 
tend with on his Thorny Creek land, where he settled, 
opened up a home, and built a mill—one of the best of 
its kind at that day—and its successor keeps up a good 
reputation as Dilley's mill yet. Men may come and 
men may go, but the beautiful perennial stream, that 
was utilized by Henry Dilley, still goes on in its useful 
service for the benefit of his children's children, and a 
great many others, far and near. 

Joseph Dilley, son of Henry Dilley, married Mary 
Ann, a daughter of the late Joseph Friel, on Green¬ 
brier River, five miles above Marl in ton, and near the 
mouth of Thorny Creek, and settled on a part of the 
homestead, where he vet lives. 

Thomas Dilley married Peachy VanReenan, a native 
of Holland, and lived on Cummings Creek. He wa 
a Confederate soldier. 

Dilley married Mary Jane, daughter o 

Mount Zion, and settled on a 
lomestead, at one of the head 
Moore's Run, wdiich debouches into Knapps 




t 

i 












i 


our daughters and one 
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posed their family. 

Daniel Dilley married a daughtei 





Dr Ad 


18011 





*e, near Ed ray, and migr 
William Dilley first married Mary 
eremiah Fried, the pioneer on the 
le mouth of Thorny Creek, and settled 
ville as the village blacksmith, in which 

















s! 



was v u*y sup jit or 


His s * * 




>:i 1 muviage wi 



with Elizabeth Baker. There were four children 
this marriage. William Dilley*s third marriage was 

with Ann Drepperd, and by this marriage there were 
five sons and three daughters. 

John Dilley, son of Henry Dilley, was a mechanic 


of remarkable skill to be a self trained workman. 


He 


was honest and industrious, and it is believed by his 


friends 


ificed his 


his devotion to 



his useful calling through exposure. What he suffered 
it is hard for anyone to realize. His wife was Ellen 
Friel. These persons lived for years on Stony Creek. 
Their daughter Frances married Lieutenant Henry M. 
Poage. He was a gallant Confederate officer, and was 
killed near Warrenton, Virginia. Mrs Poage had 
some time previously. They were survived 
daughter, who is now Mrs Sallie Woods Beery, of 
Rockingham County, Virginia. A Pocahontas camp 
Confederate veterans has given to Lieutenant Poage 
ghest honor they can confer when they named 
organization the Moffett Poage Camp, which has 








Marlinton for the place of rendezvous. 
The name Dilley indicates a Fi 
lough Martin Dilley claimed to 




min 








% 





; 1 









not necessarily follow that, the family is 
origin. A very important element 
immigration to this country in the previous cental \ 





wei 







had refugeed from 




and 



uenot French, who 
or soon after 1685. to England, Holland 
and thence to the New World, as it w r a 



requently called. 

William Penn's colony had great attractions for the 
Germans, and for many others besides. It is altogeth- 

, and quite probable, that there were Dilleys 
from France among the exiles, and found their 



and after living there 


some years, 


way to Germany; 

letr children, hearing of the advantages to le 
in America, came over along with the German 



As a 



in 


immigrants, and regarded themselves as such, 
general thing, the Huguenot people were 
the shops and manufactures; but what was the loss of 
France was the gain of continental countries and many 
places in the United States, as the reader may readily 
earn by reference to history. 

For a long time, too, Lord Baltimore's Maryland 
colony was really one of the best places for the early 
immigrants, and a great many of the early settlers of 
Maryland were attracted by the inducements he offer¬ 
ed. But as “burnt children dread -the fire," it is not 

very many of the French protestants should 
settle permanently in a Roman 0 
managed by an avowed Roman Catholic. T< 






Lord Baltimore's credit, however, let it be remember- 

there was more of religious tolerance under his 




administration than almost anvwhere else in 




T 





wor 



of that period. Some writers go 






to say that Maryland was the birth place 




1 




toleration. 

into. 


The matter is an interesting 
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JOHN SMITH. 

This paper is designed to perpetuate the memory o 
wo very deserving persons, who were among the first 


to open up a home on Stony Green near its source, 
now known as the West Union neighborhood. 

He came to this region 



Smith was a native of Ireland. 



a hundred and thirty years ago, from Pennsylvania, 
and upon becoming acquainted with the family of Levi 
Moore, the pioneer at Frost, he made love to Sally 
Moore, one of the daughters. Upon their marriage 
the two young people took a fancy to the large spring 
that gushes so copiously and beautifully from the rocky 
cliffs at the source of Stony Ureek, and settled close 
it and built up their home. The place is now occupied 
by the family of the late Captain William Cochran. 
Some particulars in regard to their sons and daughters 
have been already given in other biographic papers, 
that need not be repeated here in full. In addition, 

to what has been written the following frag¬ 
mentary items of their history are recorded. 

John Smith, Junior, married Fannie 
daughter of the late John Cochran, near 

on the place now in possession o 











a 



-err 


and son of John Smith, Senior, near 












# 

S- 








m 










oved to Kcs ne ( euntv, me 

«- * 

He was a Union 

rested by the C onfedei ate ir.ilitarj 

was ascertained that lie was i 











son, he was paroled on his 
return home. 





o 11 o r 


n 


Andrew Smith’s w f ife was Nancv Uacklev, dau 




i 



After settling 
ins: for a time at the old Stony Creek home- 


of Levi Cackley, on Stamping Creek, 
and 




stead, he moved to the State of Missouri, 

Elizabeth Smith became Mrs.Jacob Drennan. After 
iving some years in Braxton Covnty, they moved to 
Nicholas County, and located on Peter’s C reek, four¬ 
teen miles west of Summersville, where members of 
their family yet reside. 

Ann Smith was married to Captain William Young, 
and lived many years on the place near Hamlin Chapel 


now in possession of George C. Moore. 


She 


was a 


person of great industry, fine mental endowments, and 
a model homekeeper, and intelligently, sincerely pious. 
The writer remembers her and members of her family 
as cherished friends. Late in life she went west and died 
but a tew years since at a very advanced a^e in the 

t/ 




of Iowa. The first wife of Captain James 
McNeill was one of her daughters. The late Colonel 

oung was her eldest son. Adam Young w 
)1U The only survivors of her family now in 
are her grandsons, John Young and Adam 





Pocahonta 


Youn 


Rebecca S 








children. 

w f as married to John Auldridge, 




7 



on Laurel Creek, a few miles from the o 




i 
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farther west. These worthy 






« 



an 



and exemplary family, o 

mention is made in the Auldridge memoi 



f 






Mrs Rebecca Auldridge died in lSjy ov 


vears o 
«/ 


age. 

iw 


Her last years were spent 
daughter, Mrs Nancy Newcomer, in the tow 







ceverte,and was hale and hearty up to the time o 
death from extreme old age. Her late home w 
step or two from the Chesapeake and* Ohio 
on one side, and the other is at the edge of the 
Lawrence boom, whence the logs are floated to 











the thundering of the trains, fast 



mills by the million. How different the surround in 

of her youth and early life from those of her old age. 
A more marked contrast can scarcely be imagined. 
There is scarcely an hour, day or night, free from 

or slow, and Mrs 

Auldridge seemed to regard them no more than 
once regarded the rustle of the falling leaves around 
the old Laurel Run homestead, sixty miles away from 
the iron road. 

Hannah Smith became the wife of Richard Auld¬ 
ridge, a brother of John Auldridge just mentioned. 
After living some years at the Smith homestead, they 
went to Braxton County, and were happily situat 
Wolf ('reek at the opening of the late sad wai 
the States. Mr Auldridge sympathizet 
Southern Confederacy, and was killed, 
were in the Southern army. 






1 



John 

the battle of Gettysburg. Allen Au 
the war, witn an honorable record as f 
ful soldier. He sought a home iu 










v 
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taking his mother an ml sister with him. 

Kansas grave, while at last 
daughter are keeping house 
well, as good dutiful children deserve. 

Sally Smith was married to Robert Rodgers, 
some years lived in Buckeye Cove, near S.vago. After- 

ettled in Nicholas County, West Virginia, 




war 




where Mrs Rodgers still lives, far advanced 


in vears. 

«/ 


Martha Smith became Mrs Samuel Young. They 

few years on a section of the old homestead 







and their two sons and six daughters. 


and finally moved to L)gan County, Ohio, where their 
descendants mostly have their present homes, and en- 

the fruits of honest labor and judicious manage¬ 
ment. 

Thus we have been able to lay before our readers 
some information in regard to these worthy persons 

In their day 

their home was a place where the young people had 
good times, as good times went in the pioneer era. 
At log rollings, quiltings, wo >1 picking, and flax pull¬ 
ings the youngsters met, fell in love, and did much of 

Sundays it would • be preaching or all 
T er meetings, when it was not deemed right 

about anything but 



t al k 


their courting. 

day 

and proper to think and 
Heaven and heavenly things. The grandest socia 
events would he the weddings, that occurred just 
fast as the young folks thought themselves old enou 
to 






* 






—and 
in life 




go to themselves. 

survived her husband a good many years 
ler part w T ell,—saw her children se 
the time came, folded her 


1 






in rest ami quietly went to sleep. It is a comforting 
reflection that here and there on the hillsides of our 



beautiful land are planted iinmor 
bodies of these worthy people—that wil 


* 



















pear in all that is radiant and lovely. 

how widely apart are the gray 
reu. Kansas, Ohio, Iowa, Missouri, 

Virginia have graves where members of this family are 
waiting for the coming of the Redeemer they learned 
to know and love in the old paternal home on Stony 
Creek. 


WILLIAM YOUNG, 

This sketch is designed to perpetuate the memory of 
an early citizen of our county, whose influence was on 
the side of morality and education. 

ft/ 

<r 

Samuel Young, ancestor of the Youngs af Pocahon¬ 
tas, was a native of London. He came to America 
about 1756, leaving his parents, John and Amy 
Young, in England, and settled in Madison County, 
Virginia. He afterwards lived some years on Knapps 
Creek, Pocahontas County. He entered lands, and 

then sold much of it to settlers for ginseng, deer skins, 
and furs. This produce he took away to Winchester 
er Fredericksburg, and exchanged for merchandise, 
which he bartered or peddled, and thus acquired con¬ 
siderable wealth. When he became quite old, he vis¬ 
ited his son Charles, in Kentucky, and never returned. 

John Young, one of his sons, w r as born in Madison 



HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 




County 


war o 


1 






1761. He volunteer 

evolution, served his term o 
was drafted into the service. 







About 1803 or 1804, he came to Anthony Cree 



w 




Greenbrier, and remained a few years. In the mean 

he inherited considerable land on 8wage Creek 

le settled on Swago and opened up 
4 ‘Young Place," that commands such a beautiful pros¬ 
pect fro.ii the sides of Rich Mountain. 


I 




S 


Jo!in Yxi i jr was married tvice. His first wife was 

•CP 

Rogers, and during her life he lived in Madison 


* 



ounty 


The names of her children were James, Eliz¬ 


abeth, John, Jane, Samuel, and William. She died 
July 6, 1806, leaving her youngest child William aged 
four years. 

John Young married Margaret Rogers, on Anthony s 
Creek, in 1804. The names of her children were 
Sarah Ann, Martha, and Andrew. 

Her daughter, Mrs Martha Adkinson, was living in 
1894, on the 44 Young Place,'’ in her 78th vein*, and 




s 


only survivor of one of the original pioneer fami- 
of our county. She had been blind for seven 




years, with cataract, and most of her time was busily 
occupied in knitting. 


J o 




ouug died July 5, 


1843, aged 82 years 


1 





18 days. Captain William Young 





born in 


veai 


vouth wa 






ison County, May 1798, and was 
when his father moved to this region 

on the sides of Rich Mountain 
were William Auldridge, 








4C 








t 


1 




iatii 



The school 
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on Rush Run, a mile or ho from its confluence with 
Swago ('reek. In early manhood he entered John 
McNulty's school, at the McNulty Place, near Marvin 



. From this teacher he learned 
which qualified him for the office he held for 

s. The text book used by Captain 


urveyin 






v 




oun 



in 


le 



y of surveying is yet in the possession o 



William Cochran's family, whose first wife 

• ' 7 



Young's sister Elizabeth. On its well filled title page 
appears the following: 


Geod.esia, or the Art of Surveying and Mea.su ring 
of Land made easy; showing by plain and Practical 
Rules bow to survey. Moreover, A more sure and 
facile Way of Surveying by the Chain than has hitherto 
been taught. As also how to lay out New Lands in 
America or elsewhere, with Several other Things never 
yet Published in our 

mo 

Language. 

By John Love, 

The Seventh Edition. 

* 

London, 1760. 


In the address to the reader, the author says: What 
would be more ridiculous than for me to praise an art 
that all mankind know they can not live peaceably 
without. It is near hand as ancient (no doubt on 
the world. For how could men set down 
without knowing some distinction and 
their laud. But (necessity being the mot 



tion) we find the Egyptians, by reason 
overflowing—which either washed aw-ay 
marks, or covered them over with miu 
measuring of land first into an art, 














ion on red mucl 
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the professors of it. The great usefulness, as well as 
the pleasant and delightful study and wholesome exer¬ 
cise of which tempted so many to apply themselves 
thereto, that at length in Egypt, as in the Bermudas, 
everv rustic could measure his own land. 



William Young, his book. Bought of 
Mr John McNulty, price six shillings. 
Aprile 16th, 18IS, on Thursday. 


Previously to him the following persons seemed to 

have owned the book: 


Israel Hollowell, May 9, 1775 
John Goodrich, February 13, 1794 
Joseph Fisherton, January 30, 1795 
George Harrison, February 13, 1805 
Joseph McNulty. 


This copy was bound in very substantial calf skin, 
ind when it became worn on the back edges by sixty 


* r* *:» i* 



s service in so many hands, it was repaired by a 
wide strip of dressed deer skin, sewed on by waxe( 
threads such as shoemakers use. 

His tuition for two months was nineshillings, ($l.i 






<® 







ve cents per month. Having learned sur- 
* McNulty Captain Young taught schoo 



a few months, and then repaired to Lewisburg 




• • 


» 





iere he studied 


grammer, tang 




McE 





a specialty, according to 


ok 



Di 


een 







memory to grammar students 
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>ernx 





eoim 




at a time, was 
e learned differentlv since. 


o i 




# 



turn 



ft 



n Lewis 



•g, Mr Young opened 






ns re 


>1 on 




1 


reek, in the school house near George 





H 




st grammar scholar was Samuel Wa 




i 


* 



irotnei 


of the late Rev John Waugh of revered memory. 

%. t • 

school was taught by on the open or vocal p 
Samuel Waugh did not object to the nois 





V-' * 



* 

Young seems to have had the monopoly of grammar 
teaching on Stony Creek for many years. 

cr 1 »' •/ #' 

Having completed his education, so advanced for 



o f 


Ins dav, and under so many difficulties, his thou 

nJ " «-■ ” 

turned to settling himself in life. He was happily 
married to Miss Ann Smith, and built up a home on 
Stony Creek, and reared up a highly respectable fami¬ 
ly of sons and daughters. 

He was the captain of the Stony Creek Company* 
Justice of the Peace, and was the second Surveyor 

7 t/ 

Pocahontas County, successor to Sampson Mathews. 

He was a very quiet, exemplary person in youth 
but did not unite with any church until somewhat 
vanced in life, when he became a member of 
Methodist church. 

He died of consumption, November 2J, 

rave is in the Duffield grave yard, mark 
lettered stone. His widow and most of the 
went west. Mrs Young was a person of 




i 










nm 



uncommon 


for 



of character, and was much esteemec 



ft 



11 * 


many virtues. She died in her far western 

’, 1891, aged 90 years. 

bung, one of the sons, marriec 


of 


Adam 




i 







av 


«u 
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J 


John and Adam, are 





o 



m 


am 




county 


1 









%* 




oung’s descendants— of liis name 
whose history he was so 

so many years. • 

Young, whose memory was recently 
a large outpouring of the citizens.at the 
ring, Sunday, May 3, 1894, —according to 





an appointment made forty years before, that if alive, 

meet them there that day—w T as his second 

He was a local preacher, and afterwards an offi¬ 
cer in the Union army. He did not live to meet his 
unique appointment, and among those who assembled 
forty years after, there were eleven wdio were present 
at the original meeting, which was a preaching service 
in the open air, a large rock serving for a pulpit. 


ADAM CURRY. 


A generation since, one of the best known charac¬ 
ters in West Highland, Virginia, was Captain Adam 
Curry, a Revolutionary veteran. One of his grand¬ 
sons, William Curry, is a well known citizen of Poca¬ 


hontas County. 

Captain Curry was a native of Scotland, and came 




ica 


1 




o 




and resided several years near 
He was among the first to enlist in the 
ution, ond was chosen captain of his com 



pany, and participated in all the engagements in 
Virginia troops were engaged that followed 














war he gathered up the 
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hi 





operty and moved to Augusta 
in me Back ( reek valley on property now 
William ( rummett in southwest Highland 

woods and raised a large family o 


oca tin 







dau 





He was honest in his deali 










in much esteem for. his high sense of honor 
patriotic impulses. It seems almost too strati 
believed that he would not accept a pension, 
lim for his services as a brave and faithful officer in 
the Revolutionary struggle. He always declared that 




the service was its own reward. Instead of bein 
hardship, military service wa* the greatest pleasure o 
his life. He desired no better recompense than the 
fun he had, and the pleasure it gave him to see liberty 
secured for his invaded country. He was proverbially 
neat in dress and polished in his manners. To the 
close of his life, some forty or fifty years ago, he 
dressed in the colonial style—knee breeches, long 
stockings, and shoes with silver buckles. 

He retained his habits of court life as to diet 
sleeping as long as he lived. He died at the age 
one hundred and five years, with but few signs of de¬ 
crepitude visible. To the last he was erect as a young 
grenadier, cheerful in spirit, and mental faculties 
active apparently as ever. His remains are in the 
Matheny grave yard, near the Rehobeth 








Valley, a few miles from his home. 
A European traveler spent some time near 




% 




ain Curry lived before his 




m 









a taver 


He speaks of meeting a party o 

: “No people could 






* 



pie in 




# 


On my ascending the 





m 






•v countenance seemed to sav, l This man 

«/ #/ 7 

double claim to our attention, for he is a stranger in 


le place.' 


In 



moment there was room made 




to sit down, and every one who addressed me 



m 




with 


where I 



of conciliation. But no man asked me 



come or whither I was going. A gentle¬ 
man in every country is the same; and if good breed¬ 
ing consists in sentiment, it was found in the circle I 

had got into. The higher Virginians seemed to vener¬ 
ate themselves as men; and I am persuaded there was 
not one in company who would have felt embarrassed 
at being admitted to the presence and conversation of 
the greatest monarch on earth. There is a compound 
of virtue and vice in every human character; no man 
was ever yet faultless; but whatever may be advanced 
against Virginians, their good qualities will ever out¬ 
weigh their defects, and when the effervescence of 
youth is abated—when reason asserts her empire— 
there'is no man on earth who discovers more exalted 
sentiments, more contempt of baseness, more love of 
justice, more sensibility of feeling than a Virginian.'" 

Having lived for years in such society, we are pre- 

% 

pared to believe all that has been written and told of 

am Curry. 

summer of 1861, some Confederate 









office 



commanded by Colonel William L. 

Huntersville, and used the Clerk 
In the place of straw they 


1 










m 




*s pell-mell on the floor 
so became apparent 



( 






% 
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W 





>on e^ter the place, and so the 

, W dliam ( urrv, to look out a 








% 



m 




\ 





records. 

n obedience to instructions, he secure 

. W. Hill, then a youth too youn 




/ 



















v serv’ice, with a team. The clerk remov 
records to Joel Hill's residence, near Hillsboro, 
they remained until January, 1832 % Deeming it neees 
sary to seek a safer place, Mr Curry arranged 
transportation of the records to Covington, via Lewis 
burg, young R. W. Hill teamster. For a time 
ters were had in the upper rooms of William Scott's 

store house, and afterwards for a few weeks room was 

» 

furnished in the county clerk's office. 

September, 1853, on General Averili s approach to 
Covington, Mr Curry carried the records to William 
T. Clark’s, eight miles north of Covington, and for 
three weeks had them concealed in a rick of buckwheat 
straw. The buckwheat patch was in the midst of a 
forest and well hidden from view. 

Matters became so threatening that arrangements 
were made to made to move them into the mountains, 
four miles east, to the residence of a Baptist minister, 
absent as a soldier in the Confederate army, leaving 
is home in the care of his wife and small girl as sole 




ints. 


He was assisted in this removt 





lonely mountain refuge by Andy Daughei 





i/ 


1 






Clark's colored men. Andy afterwi 
citizen of Pocahontas, and lived at Clover L 









1 




recognition for his fidelity, 
le safety of the records 









not 
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In June 


urry, assi 







ter surrender at 


John B. Kinnison, with a 




1 



i 



k 





horse team, carried the records back to Joel 
in a month later placed them in a nearby house 
longing to the Rev Mitchell I). Dunlap, where they rc 
mained until September, 1865. The first court 
3 war was held at Hillsboro, November, 1865, in 

Methodist church; and from that time the records 
kept in the old Academy building until 




were 


June, 1866, when they 


were returned to Hunters 



ville and placed in the residence of John Garvey, near 
court house, and then after a few months were re¬ 
placed in the office. Something more than five years 
intervened between the first removal and the final re- 

m 

turn of the records, and notwithstanding the risks en¬ 
countered and the vicissitudes of war times, nothing 
was lost but an old process book of no intrinsic im¬ 
portance. This loss is believed to have occurred while 
office was in use as Confederate barracks. 

So far as known there is no other like instance of 
fidelity to official duty that surpasses the preservation 
of the Pocahontas County records. There were ten 
removals in all, from first to last, and when returned 
months were spent in assorting and replacing 
papers. 





or 






iohn McLaughlin, 

t seventy-five or eighty years the 
name has been a familiar one a n mg < 





i 
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pie 

wit 




s reason the relationship so Ion 
our county history deserves specia 

This relationship will be considered 
is so numerous and widely distributee 

t/ 

from a varied though related ancestry. 

John McLaughlin, the ancestor of seve 












tas fa nil ios of that name, was a n ative of Ire 
settled (Hi Jackson’s River, seven or eight miles below 
Monterey, and was one of the pioneer settlers of that 
vicinity previous to the Revolution. The lands he set¬ 
tled were lately in possession of his son, John Mc¬ 
Laughlin, Jr. 

II is family consisted of six sons and five daughters. 

*' n 

In reference to these persons the following particulars 
have been mainly learned from Mrs Morgan Grimes, 
one of the descendants by the third or fourth remove. 

Margaret became Mrs William Carpenter and lived 

near Greenbank; Naucv wa^ married 

7 •/ 


on Deer Ci 


V/ o iV 


.to Jojm Carpenter and lived on Thomas Creek, near 
Dunmore, where Peter Carpenter now lives; Jane be¬ 
came Mrs Alexander Benson and settled in Illinois: 


M a rv 


was married to John Beverage and liv 



on 


Straight (’reek, near Monterey; Susan became Mrs 


Holcomb, and went to West Virginia; 



was 


married to Thomas Gal ford and lived near Dunmore 
on lauds lately owned by J. II. Curry. 

#/ IP 


Major Daniel McLaughlin, upon his marriage with 


Mary Carpenter, settled on Deer (reek, open in 






bv the Oliver Brothers. 


In 


s 








le following particulars are in hand 


«§ 


His son, the late David McLaughlin, mai 
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C* 



il* 


)f William Wanless, on Back 








(1 on lands latel y occupied by It is son 







became Mrs A. 


H i 




>11 


Moore on 



8 





M. 








Alleghany; Marv Elizabeth was mai 

n * - * # 

* 

Jeorge Sutton and lived near Green bank; John 

married Marv Jane Moore, daughter or 

W. D. Moore on Elk. John was a Confederate soldi- 
cm\ taken prisoner and died at ( amp ( base, Ohio; 
Margaret Jane was married to 
lives near Mt. Zion in the Hills. 


Morgan Grimes, and 


Mai or Daniel 


i 


respected. 


H 


i 


king 


wore himself 


mds. He was a major of militia and was 


ffici 


that came off an¬ 


nually. 


V 


Hugh McLaughlin, of John, the Irish immigrant, 
married Sally Grimes, daughter of Arthur, of Felix, 

«/ 7 C 7 * 

the pioneer. He lived near Huntersville on lands now 
owned by Dr Patterson and others. J. A. Me Laugh- 

V i 

in, Mrs Mary Hogsett and Lieut. James Hickman 
McLaughlin, a Confederate officer who perished in the 


war, were his children. He was a popular and promi- 



citizen. 

Samuel McLaughlin, another son of John, marrie 
M iss Wright and lived on Jackson's River. 



* 



»e 


were two children. Marv Jane was married to Martin 

# • 

ives on Little Back Creek, near Mt. Grove. 





P. McLaughlin married Alcinda Bird, daughter 








I 





» 


& 








ird, Valley Centre, Va. 

mr Huntersville. He was 
"irginia, Infantry. 


He 


ives on 



I 
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jert McLaughlin, another son of John t 
i early manhood. He is reported to 
a young man of much promise. 

lines McLaughlin settled in Illinois soon 










marriage. 


His wife's name is not r 




i 





was enthused by the gold excitement 
crossed the plains to C alifornia in sear 
le was in a measure successful. It may be 
to his credit, he was not so very hard to 








m 



1 


too, 

and 


so he returned to his family and settled in Missouri 
John McLaughlin, Junior, married Sally 
and spent his days at the homestead on Jacksons River. 
His children were Ewing, Ada, Sally, and Letcher. 

John McLaughlin was widely known for his jovial 
ways and amusing expressions, and was also somewhat 
eccentric in his ideas. When about to be overcome by 

he pointed out a 

spot overlooking his dwelling that is well nigh 
cessible, and gave positive orders to have his body 
buried th 

trampled upon, and appeared to feel that his 
would be secure from such indignity if he could 
us grave in a spot almost impossible to reach, 
steep that erect posture would be impracticable, 
was his boast that when he was alive he genen 


the infirmities of an advanced age, 


mac- 


oi*r* 


re. 


He seemed to abhor the idea of being 







It 




came 



“on top,” and so he seemed to wish to 
when not alive. 

His friends saw to it that his wishes shou 

to the very letter. A more 
scene was never witnessed in that region 














bearers on their knees and holding to the 







Y ( 
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rocks with 

>ther. 



mud and the coffin handles w 




< 






ocession following on all fours, com 
like of which may never h* witnessei 


stands 


Hei 


*e an 


illustration o 



# i 


i 





sion strong in death. 



The seccrd gi< up of McLaughlin relationship trace 

•y to two brothers and two sisters of that 



name who settled in Pocahontas early in the century 

. t 7 « 


How near the relationship is, the writer 



not the 




c 


equisite information. William and John McLaughlin 
their sisters Jennie and Nancy are the persons re¬ 



membered as the ancestry of the second group. 

William McLaughlin married Nancy Wylie, head of 

o t • ■ 

Jacksons River, and settied on Thomas Creek, near 
Dun more,—his lands now held by his sons Hugh and 

1 t/ i ' 

Robert. Mrs McLaughlin died a few years since at a 


very advanced age, of a cancerous affection. 


She 


is 


remembered as a faithful and devoted nurse of her sick 
neighbors, and her s: 


rvices were held in high 


appreci¬ 
ation in times when there was no physician convenient. 
She and her neighbor Elizabeth McCutchan were sis¬ 
ters of charity in the best sense of the word. 


Shei 


saffron was their main dependance in cases of measles. 
They were fully posted in the virtues of herb remedies. 
In reference to William McLaughlin's 







owing details: 


II is daughter Jane 








ohn Hiner, second wife, and 









Rac 





rs Jacob Beverage, 








• > 


md 
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le Old Field Fork of Elk. 

Elizabeth married James Townsend, 
Back Alleghany, near Driftwood. 



liv 



on 






on 



Hugh McLaughlin married 

ection of the Thomas Creek homeste. 

en are Mrs Marv Alice Brooks, Mrs Lena 

«/ 7 

tv, William Andrew Gatewood, Jacob Renic 


ives 












Brown Letcher, Minnie Belie (lately deceased) 
diaries, and Lola. 

Robert McLaughlin was married twice, and lives on 
a section of the homestead. His first marriage was 

with Minta Rusmisell. Her children were 
Melissa, Lovie, ( hristopher, Catherine, Bertha, Law¬ 
rence, Cameron and Russell. The second marriage 



Lvdia Rusmisell 


Her 


are El 


>h and Annie, 
from near Mot 
ncy Me Laugh 1 


These ladies were cousins and 




Jacob Cassell, senior, and 


be 


on 


the Greenbrier at the Cassell Ford, four miles west o 
Green bank. 

Jennie McLaughlin, the other ancestral sister, was 
married to John Gal ford and lived near Glade Hill on 
property now owned by Frank Patterson. 

John McLaughlin, one of the ancestral brothers, 

* 

married Clarissa Gregory and settled on the place re¬ 
owned by the late Allan Galford, 





Deer Creek. Their children were John, Jame 
beth and Nancy. Elizabeth was married to 

went to Roane county. 

Mrs Henry Higgins and lived near Clover 












1 
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inai 



and settled on 
iss Nottingham 






















H 




Hugh McLaughlin was wounded during the war 

from the effects. Jacob 

He is remembered as one of 

young men that was sacrificed in the cruel war. 
avery and good moral character reflected great 
upon his country and kindred. 

An interesting letter has been placed in our hands, 

from which we are permitted to extract such parts as 
may be desired. It was written at Camp Bunker Hill, 
Frederick Comity, Virginia, on the 1st of August, 
1864, by Jacob C. McLaughlin to his cousin, Nannie 
McLaughlin, a sister of H. P. McLaughlin, and is the 
last lie was ever known to write to her. He fell at the 
battle of Cedar Creek, October 19, 1864. 

The extratits illustrate what our young soldiers en¬ 
dured when true to their sense of duty to the cause. 
He speaks of his mind preoccupied with memories and 
thoughts of the passing summer’s dreadful campaign: 
-It is lamentable to look upon, for when we started 
out this spring we had fifty men, now we have only 
fifteen. The rest have been killed, wounded, and tak- 









spai 



I tell you it looks discouraging to 

uch circumstances; through throug the mercies 
1 have been one of the few that have 
which I feel verv thankful for and 







mercies bestowed on me 




—We have 




very hard time since 
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ev 



e had a fight at Lv 




% 







and at Salem; and from there we 
Hunter any farther. We then came to Lexington 
Staunton and down the valley to Smithfield 







we fought them again, and at Harpers Fen 

re crossed the Potomac into 


• HTt • 







fought them at Middletown, and the next 




crick City 


And from there we went 




Fred- 

within 


sight of Washington C ity, and there we fought them 


two davs. And when we retreated from tliei 





had 



o fight them on our rear all the time until we crossed 
the Shenandoah River, and there we stopped and gave 
them a good whipping; and then came up to Winches¬ 
ter, and they whipped our division and then we went on 
up the valley to Strasburg and assembled all our forces 
together and marched back on them at Kernstown, 
three miles above Winchester, and gave them a 
ping that has cooled them down a good deal, 
had a large force—some 20,000—and we ran them 
back across the river into Maryland. Since that they 

V «/ 

have been more quiet, and we returned from the Poto¬ 
mac up to Bunker Hill, and there is no sign of them 
crossing the river after us, as yet. I am in hopes they 
may rest awhile, for the troops are very much exhaust¬ 
ed from their fatiguing marches, for we . have been 
marching and fighting since the 4th day of May, 
think that is long enough to give us some rest. 

“I am sorry to inform you that both of your broth¬ 
ers are taken prisoners, and the whole 25th Regiment, 
excepting about fourteen, has been taken. Though we 

expect to bear with many troubles in a war 
you all ought to be thankful that they are prison¬ 
ers, instead of being killed, as there have so many 
poor soldiers fallen this summer. I think .a 









now 



much better off than we poor men 

so much. At least I 










are in 




Oil 



excuse me for not not writing 




more 



written 
do 




lough 


have written to you once 



any letter from you. I would have 


only it has been out of my power to 
of our not stopping long enou 






me to write—and we have had no conveyance 
letters half the time we have been here. Write soon 
and give me all the news, and think of the many pleas¬ 
ures that have been, and look forward that which is to 


come 


Yours with much love and due respect, 

Jacob C. McLaughlin. 


hugh McLaughlin, 


The third group of the McLaughlin relationship in 


our county are the descendants of Squire Hugh 


Mc¬ 


Laughlin, late of Marl in ton. His early life was spent 
In part on Jacksons River, Bath County. His wife 
was Nancy Gwinn, daughter of John Gwinn, Senior, 
and grand-daughter of John Bradshaw. 


Squire Hugh McLaughlin and 


Hugh McLaughlin, 


late of Huntersville, were cousins and were intimately 

7 1/ 


associated when they were young men. 


They 


were 


married about the same time, jointly leased a piece o 
land on Jacksons River, built a cabin and went to 



There was but one room. 


This 





between them and kept separate establishments 
McLaughlin would often tell how an axe, maul 


and wedge made up 


business capital 







housekeeping effects were carried by 

ie day they went to themselv 





f 
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on 








cabin home on leased land. 

Upon the expiration of the lease, early 

uire McLaughliu settled in the 
Thomas Creek, and opened up lands now held 
son George H. McLaughlin. 

Mr and Mrs McLaughlin were the parent 
sons and two daughters: William Jacob, John 
George Henry, Elizabeth, and Margaret. 

Margaret, a promising young girl, died suddenly. 

Elizabeth became Mrs George Rowan, and lived 
on Roaring Creek, Randolph County, arid finally locat¬ 
ed near the Hot Springs, where her family now lives. 
Mr Rowan was one of the builders of the Marlinton 
bridge. He was a Cenfederate soldier in the war from 
start to finish. His young wife refugeed from Roar¬ 
ing Creek soon after the battle of Rich Mountain, and 
with her two little children, one tied behind her and 
the other in her arms, made the journey from Roaring 
Creek to the Warm Springs alone on horse back. 

William Jacob McLaughlin first married Sarah Gum 
from Meadow Dale, Highland County, and 
near Huntersville. One daughter, Nancy Jane, win 
died in early youth. His second marriage was with 
Susan Bible, daughter of Jacob Bible near Greenbank. 
In this family were two sons and two 
Elizabeth became Mrs John M. Lightner, 

Abilene, Texas. Alice married Dennis 



> 




iters. 










live near Frost. Mitchel D. McLau 


Emma K. Greaver, of Bath, and lives 
Mills, in Greenbrier County. They have 
Jacob Andrew McLaughlin married Sally 
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lives 



Brimfield, Indiana. 



John C. McLaughlin married Isabella, 

Adiiin Lightner, of Highland County, and sett 
Huntersville. When a youth going to school 









boro, he was thrown from a horse and received inj 





disabled him for manual labor. 


He 



good education, taught school, wrote in 
office, and was an expert business man much respected 
by his fellow citizens. 

G. H. McLaughlin married Ruhar 
near Dunmore. but now lives at 



tah Wiley 
Marl in ton. 


first 

He 


was a Confederate soldier. Their children are John, 
Edward, William, Clarence, Fred, Fannie, Mary, and 

Edith. 

Squire Hugh McLaughlin was married the second 
time to Mrs Elizabeth Gum (nee Lightner), of High¬ 


land. 


There were two sons by this marriage. 


Harper McLaughlin first married Caroline Cacklev, 
and lived at Marlinton. Second marriage was with 
Etta Yeager, of Travelers Repose. 

Andrew M. McLaughlin married Mary Price, and 
now resides near Lewis burg. 


He 


is a prosperous 


grazier and farmer, and a ruling Elder in the Presby- 

church. He was a Confederate soldier. 

After residing a number of years near Dunmore, 



Squire 



ghlin located west of H untersvilh 






prospered in business. Thence he removed to 
Bottom, whore he died in 



1870, aged 09 y 




uire McLaughlin was a prominent citizen 


a 





county court, a ruling Elder in the Presbyterian 


church 


II 



acquir 



an immense landed estate—one 



« 
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valuable in the county. 

r or of economical 








# 










and 


noraena 


igent piety. 


His business sa 





be could see money where 
hot see anything worth looking for. 
About fifty years ago the county court 
icense saloon keepers. The whole county 












the 



vulsed with the agitation that arose. At 
McLaughlin strenuously objected to this action 
court, as doing violence to personal liberty, and de¬ 
priving the county of revenue. Whenever the 
was discussed this thrilling Scripture was often repeat¬ 
ed: 4 4 Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor 
that putteth thy bottle to him and makest him drunken 
also, that thou rnayest look on their nakedness. 



1 1 


Hah. ii-16. 

His conscience was touched, and he resolved to clear 
himself of the fearful liability implied by doing any¬ 
thing to license vice and the giving of drink to neigh¬ 
bors, and let the revenue take care of itself, which it 
could well do with a sober, prosperous citizenship to 
depend on. 

He was also much impressed with what was reported 
to have passed between two saloonists. One was com* 
ning to another how his business had fallen off. 
The other remarked that at one time he noticed 
business was on the decline—the “old suckers” 

oing to the bone yard so fast, 













” were not to be had he would have 
business. He told every young man that he 
he had laid in some of the nicest liquors 
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brought in, and that if he would co ns around he would 
give him a treat. The saloonist observed that after 
three or four drinks the youngsters would begin to buy 
and his business was on the rise quite satisfactorily. 
Thus he had found that a few dimes in treating meant 
dollars to him in selling. 

Squire McLaughlin 1 s services as a member of the 
court for eighteen years were of much use, and along 
with John Gay, Paul McNeel, and Isaac Moore—being 

themselves large tax payers— public affairs were man* 
aged on a judicious scale, and money, as a general 
thing, was laid out where the prospect seemed for the 
greatest good to the greatest number. 

While these persons, and others like minded, were 
on the bench, the attorneys from a distance were in 
the habit of saying that the Pocahontas court was so 
hide bound and disagreeable that it was no use to try 
to do anything with it, or to make anything out of it 
at the expense of the people. Moreover, they com¬ 
plained the court kept the county too dry by refusing 
saloon privileges. Reasons for such objections to the 
Pocahontas county court we in )st devoutly hope may 
never cease to exist. 





JOSEPH VARNER 

The ancestor of the Varner relationship in our coun 

i Varner. He came from Pendleton coun 
in the century and settled on the 
of Elk, on property now in 
, McAllister. Mr Varner’s parents, 
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ieved. came from Germany to Pennsvlv 

V 1 ' 

to Pendleton, among the earliest settlers < 

The given names of these parents 
been forgotten. The father lived to 



1 















years and died in Pendleton. 


The 







% 






m 






T 



came to live with her son Joseph, on 
there, and her remains were buried near 
Her reputed age was 114 years, the oldest 
ever lived in this region. 

Joseph Varner's wife was Susan Herold, sister 
Christopher Herold. They were the parents of four- 
sons: John, Adam, Eli and Samuel. Their daughters 
were Elizabeth. Alice, Susan and Amanda. The A 
ner sisters seemed to have been ladies by nature, aud 
were remarkable for their beauty, sprite!iness, attract¬ 
ive manners and tidy housekeeping. 

Elizabeth became Mrs John Holden, and lived ma¬ 
ny years at Huntersville. Unring the war the family 
refugeed to Rockbridge and never returned. She died 
near Lexington and is buried there in the cemetary not 
far from the grave of Stonewall Jackson. 

Alice Varner was marriecl to Hiram Scott, for years 
a well known and highly respected merchant at Frank- 
ford. Mrs Captain Dolan, at Hinton, is her daughter. 

Susan Varner became Mrs Thomas Call, for many 






Her fa nily 


years a tailor at Huntersvill 

to Missouri. 

Amanda, when about fourteen years of 
on a rock just in front of her 
Sabbath evening reading her testament 

















/ 






the roof fell upon her, killing 



m 





m 
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son, Sr., so many years a merchant at Huntersville, 
and settled in Lewis county. 

Samuel Varner was a merchant tailor, a business he 
learned of John Holden at Huntersville. He settled 
at Fraukford. 


Eli Varner was never married. He excelled as a 

f 

mower. One season while mowing at his uncle's, 
Christopher Herold, on Douthard’s Creek, a serious 
accident happened him. While grinding a scythe it 
was struck by the crank, and, turning in his hand, came 
near severing it at the wrist. The flow of blood was 
alarming, and it seemed that he w-ould bleed to death 
in spite of all that was done to check the bleeding. 
Mrs Katie Herold, Peter Herold's wife, gets the ci 
it of saving his life by checking the flow of blood with 
the use of certain words as a charm. It is believed 






e found in Ezekial xvi, (>. 


4 4 


And when 






# 





L 

blood, Liv 


I 


and saw r thee polluted in thine ow 
unto thee when thou wast in thy 

unto thee when thou wast in 
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married Isabella Hannah, daughter 

7 
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nali, a soldier of the war 






ear 

hui 




er on 



s 


lk. 


They began 











tiv 









11mi 


1 



a prosperous home at Split Rock. 

>ns, David, John, Samuel, William 

The five daughters were Margaret, w 

Mrs Clinton Slanker; Mary, who was Mrs 

son, near Lexington;Virginia Susan, now Mn 

Snyder, of Iowa; Alice, Mrs John Stewart 

head; Jennie became Mrs Hamilton Snyder, 
county, Iowa. 

Samuel married Ann Showalter, o: Rockbridge, 
lives near Linn wood; William married Mary Gibson, 
of William Gibson, and lives at the Gibson home¬ 
stead; Benjamin married Ella Moore, daughter 
Washington Moore, and lives in Iowa; John married 



£ 








Mary Mooi 


•e 


daughter of Washington 


Moore and 


lives near the homestead. 

David Varner, the eldest of John Varner's sons, is 
remembered and spoken of by all who knew him as a 
very amiable and interesting young man. He died in 
the battle of the Wilderness, in May, at the time the 
Confederate lines were broken and General Edward 
Jonnson’s command mainly taken prisoners of 
David Varner was in his place at the front 

to the foe. He received the fatal shot near his 






upon 



1 






heart, moved a little distance and fell 
and was dead before a comrade could 
one of his letters to his sister, Mrs SI anker 
in such a way as impress the idea that he had premo 





W1 



nitions of the sad fate which awaited him. 


It 


wa 






fall, to be brought home 
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buried. Search was made for the body, but it 

«/ 1 

not be identified. The field had been burned 
about the time he had had fallen and destroy 





The writer had the pleasure of meeting Mrs Eliza¬ 
beth Holden at Lexington, some years after the War. 
Her emotions overpowered her when she endeavored 
to tell me what had taken place since we last met in 
her pleasant home in Huntersville in 1861. I was told 
by oth ers that she w r as one of the most regular attend¬ 
ants upon public worship and did more than her part 
in the benevolent work of the congregation, consider¬ 
ing her broken health and reverses. She plied her 
needle with such industry that she lived nicely and 
had something to spare. It greatly pleased the writer 
to hear it remarked, “You must have good people in 
Pocahontas if Mrs Holden and - are fair speci¬ 

mens. W hat can be more worthy of aspiration than 
than to be a credit to the people among wnoai we hap¬ 
pen to be reared. To be a credit to our families, our 
religion and our county is the highest aim that can 
stimulate true and useful endeavor. 


WILLIAM SHARP, 

It appears from such information as the compiler has 
been able to obtain, that this person was the pioneer 
settler of the Huntersville vicinity, and was the first to 
open up a permanent residence. Traces of the build¬ 
ing lie erected are yet visible near the new road around 
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mountain, a few rods from where the mouutaii 
leaves the Dun more and Huntersvi 




S 






ocated here about 1773, and saw 

a soldier. It is believed he came 
a County, and probably lived in the v 









i 



rom 








Staunton. His wife's name was 
was a very amiable person, lived to a great 








1 




died at the home of ner son, James Sharp, many year 
ago. In reference to their sons and daughter the 

owing particulars have come to hand. 

Nancy Sharp was married to Levi Moore, Junior. 
Margaret Sharp was married to John Kelley and liv¬ 


ed on Michels Mountain. Her children were William, 
John, Anthony, Nancy, Polly, Rachel, Jennie, and 
Margaret. 

Nancy Kelley was married to Robert Sharp, son of 


James Sharp on Thorny Creek, and went to Iowa. 

John Kellev was a Union soldier, and died on the 
Kanawha during the war. 

Rachel Sharp, daughter of William Sharp, was mar¬ 
ried to Jonathan Griffin, and lived near the head 
Stony Creek, on the farm now owned by Levi Gay. 

Here children were Abraham, Benoni, Jonathan, and 
Mrs Charles Ruckman. 

Mary Sharp became the wife of Arthur Grime 

in The Hills overlooking the head 
In the Grimes memoirs special mention 
her children except one, Sally 
She became the wife of the late Hu 








o 








and 




near Huntersville, 



the Bridge. 






was Lieutenant James Hickman McLaughlin 
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"inchest or of a wound, durin 
e was on picket at the 








He was o 



\ 


r 



• IT 


jovial disposition, and was 






pickets and having his fun with them, 
way of sport he stuck out his foot and in an instant 







m 







ankle was shattered bv a minnie ball. He was 

ster and was doing well, until one day 

was thronged with ladies bringing all sorts of 

♦ 

nice things for the Wounded soldiers. The Lieutenant 
indulged too freely for the good of his health, and died 

a victim of well meant sympathy and kindness. He 

% 

was one of the few Confederates killed by kindness. 

John Sharp, a son of William Sharp, upon his mar¬ 
riage with Sarah Mc( ollam, settled on the farm near 
Verdant Valley, now* occupied by his grandson, John 
Wesley Irvine. 

William Sharp, Junior, was another son of the 
Huntersville pioneer; and settled Verdant Valley, and 
a numerous posterity is descended from them. Their 
children were James, William, Alexander, Jacob, Paul, 
John, Elizabeth, Jane, Mary, Rebecca, Anna, Ellen, 
Nancy, and Martha. He and his resolute young w T ife, 
Elizabeth Waddell, settled in the woods and built up a 
fine e 



out of a forest noted for the tremendous 
walnut, redoak, and sugar maple trees, am 
reared a worthy family highly respected for their in 




cl ustry 



Jame 



good citizenship. 

•p, late of Beaver Creek, w*as another 






ons of William Sharp, Senior. His wife w ! 
Waddell, sister of Mrs William Sharp just mentionec 
He opened up a home on Cummings Creek, a 
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Huntersville homestead. 



i 



















The 

owned by the late Joseph C. L< 

his property to William Cackley, 
mver Creek, on property 

ames Sharp place. He opened up an extensive area 

and prospered in worldly affairs and reared 
amily. Ehe names of his children were Mary, Re- 
cca, Margaret, Martha, Nancy, Ann, Rachel, Lucin¬ 
da, William, Andrew, and Janies. 

Mary was married to William Pyles. 

Rebecca became Mrs James Lewis, and lived in 
Levels. Mrs Ann Clark, at Hillsboro, is a dau 
of Mrs Lewis. Mrs R. C. Shrader and the late Mr 
Davis Kinnison are her daughters also. 

Margaret Sharp was married to Jacob (Ivey, on 
Anthonys Creek. Martha Sharp was also married to a 
Mr Civey of the same locality. Nancy Sharp was 
married to Robert Ryder, and lived on Anthonys 
Creek. 

Ann Sharp was married to Levi Cackley, Junior. 

Rachel Sharp became Mrs Robert Gay. and lived on 

Beaver Creek at Beaver (/reek Mills, lately in posses¬ 
sion of Wallace Beard. Hamilton B. Gay, upper Elk; 
Sam Gay, Williams River, and Mrs William Jordan, 
on Elk, are her children. Lucinda Sharp wa 
to Jonathan Jordan, near Hillsboro; William marrie 
Susan, daughter of Solomon Bussard and 
West; Andrew married a Miss Bussard; 
married Mary Byrnsides, on the 
Hillsboro, and settled at the old homestead. He 
during the war, and Mrs Sharp went to Missouri whei 
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her family now reside. Mrs Hanson 
of Odessa, is her daughter. 








Sharp was a member of the court 

rangement, was high sheriff of the county 

* 

member of the Presbyterian church, anci 








gli esteem for his patriotism and strict, 
palous integrity. The members of the court had much 


confidence in his judgment and he had great influence 
in framing decisions. He was much in the 




of 

hunting at the proper season, not only for the sport, 
but as a matter of business, for the proceeds were use- 
in bartering for family supplies for the comfort and 
sustenance of his household. t While living at his first 
home on Cummings Creek he had a very sensational 
adventure on Buckley Mountain. It was growing late 
and it was near the time to set out for home. He was 
passing leisurely along when a panther suddenly mount¬ 
ed a log but a few yards in front of him. He shot the 
animal, but when the smoke cleared away another 



in the same place on the log. 


This 


per- 


ormance was repeated nine times^ when the hunter be¬ 
came panic stricken and flanked out for home. Some 

'me during the night the remainder of the pack follow¬ 
ed his trail to his house and kill ’d a yearling calf. 
Properly reinforced, Mr Sharp went back to the spot 




1 



d fired nine times and there beheld 






seen before or since. 


Nine 


but 





ood panthers now; every shot 
fatal effect. It appears that there were 






when these animals went in packs of fifteen or 

lis happened to be one of the times. 
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JAMES WAUGH, JR. 

is proposed in this chapter to give some 
irs illustrating the family history of James 
He was the eldest son of James Waugh, 






1 




Scotch 

rish emigrant, who was among the first to open land 
build a home in The Hills. In these memoirs he 

Early 



will be spoken of as Janies Waugh the second, 
in life lie married Rebecca McGuire, from Pennsv 
nia, whose name indicates Scotch ancestry, and 





on the Greenbrier where James Waugh the 3rd recent 
ly lived. In reference to his family we learn 
Rachel was married to Frederick Fleming, Elizabeth 
was married to John Rati iff e and lived on Clover 
Creek; Nancy became Mrs Abraham Griffin and lived 
many years on Buckley Mountain, a few miles east of 
Buckeye. Mrs Claiborne McNeil, near Buckeye, is 
her daughter. 

Jacob Waugh married Mary Brown daughter of Jo- 
siah Brown, near Indian Draft, and spent most of 
married life in Upshur county. They were the parent 
of fifteen children. Only five lived to be grown. Ja- 
cob Waugh was a local Methodist minister of promi¬ 
nence. He was a very tine peusman and became clerk 
of the Upshur County Court, and occupied that respon- 

position for many years, and will be remembered 
as one of the best citizens in the history of Upslmr 




13 



county affairs. 

James Waugh, the third of that name, 
Cochran, daughter of John Cochran, eldest 
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per 




progenitor of the Cochran relation 



m 


Pocahontas county. He settled on th 




Gi 


i 



M It* 



homestead. His second wife was 




* 


oiu Hi 




County. In the sketch o 



I 





County given in Hardesty’s Encyclopedia 
will find biographic details of James Waugh 
listory. 





Morgan Waugh went to Kanawha County. 


Allen Waugh went to Missouri and settled there. 
Isabella Waugh became the wife of John Brock and 


settled in Kanawha Countv. 

♦ 

Marcus, the youngest son or Janes Waugh, married 
ISusan Johnson, and settled on a farm adjoining the 
Waugh homestead higher up the river, a few miles east 
of Poages Lane. 

Lorenza Waugh, a son of James the second, became 
a distinguished evangelist. From his autobiography, 
published in San Francisco, copies of which are in the 
possession of his friends in Pocahontas, we learn that 
he was born in 1808. at the home on the Greenbrier 
where his earlier years were spent. At the age of six¬ 
teen he was a teacher in Harrison County. He was a 

* 

teacher in Mason Countv in 1831, entered the Metho 1 
dist ministry in that year, and was junior preacher 
on the Guyandotte circuit. In 1833 he rode the Nich¬ 
olas County circuit, and was transferred to the Ohio 
Conference in 1834. In 1835 he became a member of 

t 

the Missouri Conference. On one of his Missouri cir- 

% 

cuits he met Mi ss Clarissa Jane Edsell, and they were 

married. It seems he first lost his heart in The Hills, 

6 

but time makes up for such losses. 
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SAMUEL WAUGH, 

Thin paper is devoted to the memory of Samue 

a 

Waugh, one of the early settlers of The Hills, seven 
or eight miles north east of Huntersville. He was a 
son of James Waugh, Senior. His wife's name 


was Mary. This pioneer husband and wife opened up 
their home about 1774:, on the place now held by John 
Shrader, one of their descendants by the third remove. 
Samuel Waugh, upon his marriage with Ann McGuire, 
settled at the old Waugh homestead. Their family 




Concerning 


consisted of nine sons and five daughters, 
these children the following fragmentary particulars 
have been collected. 

■ Elizabeth Waugh was married to Caleb Knapp, and 
first settled in Greenbrier County. They afterwards 
ived awhile on Knapps Creek; thence 

Greenbrier, known as the Knapp place, wliei 
Malcomb now resides. Her daughter, Ann 




was married to Richard B. Weir, and lives near 
dant Valley. Nancy Knapp married Henry 
lived several years in Huntersville, where 
operated a tannery, and finally settled on 








li 
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Mary Shrader, her daughter, was marr 








William Fertig of Huntersville, 
nthonvs Creek, and now lives 



some 


Dilley 







saddler by trade, then a mer- 







ber of the Pocahontas coin 


1 








C 






upon his removal to Greenbrier devoted his time to 

, Franklin Shrader died in the war. 

• lives on part of the Waugh homestead, ai 
arm and tannery successfully. His wife is a 
daughter of the late James Lewis of the Levels. John 
Shrader lives at the original homestead as mentioned. 
H is wife was a daughter of Nicholas Stulting. 

Jacob Shrader married a daughter of David Kincaid 
in Highland County, and lives near Dilleys Mill. 
Luther Shrader married a sister of Jacob’s wife, and 
lived in Greenbrier. Ellen Susan Shrader became the 
wife of Oscar Sharp, a local Methodist minister, and 
lives at Frost. The names of the other members of 
the Shrader family are Enoch, William, Charles, and 


Margaret Ann. 


Eleanor Knapp married Sampson Buzzard. 


Eliza 





Knapp married Peter Shrader. Margaret Knapp 
McCov Mai comb: John and Thomas Malcomb 



** 


are her sons. Mrs W. B. Johnson is her daughter. 

R. W. Knapp lived in Tucker County. A. J. Knapp 
went to Missouri. 

Rebe 



some 




i 


married Andrew Moore, anti 
lived near Frost, then at the head of 






1 



finally her family moved to Jackson count 




Rev John 




1 married Martha Moore 


1 











Draft, near Ed ray, where his 





W augh 


now 


lives. 


His 


son 



m 





and was preparing for the 


© • 




W aug 



j 


onfederate veteran; Bev 




®> 





m 


ied in 
Levi 







winsr 





nion veteran; and John Waugh, lately 
Wcahontas County, are his sons, 
ohnson, near Marlinton, and Mrs Richard 
B1 lie Ridge Springs, Va., are his daughters. 

The Rev John Waugh is worthv of remembr 
many reasons. He was a skillful worker in 
is specialty seemed to be the manufacture 
one of the most useful of implements in his time w 
with many persons it was the main reliance in cultivat 









f 



ing a crop and working a garden. He excelled also 
in tempering axes—another implement of precious 
value and essential use in preparing the land for culti¬ 
vation. He taught school, and preferred the vocal 
method, when all the pupils could con their lessons 
audibly as well as recite them. He studiously improv¬ 
ed his limited opportunities for mental improvement, 
and became a well informed intelligent citizen, and 
had his own well matured opinions about questions of 
public interest. He was for many years a prominent 
member of his church and a local preacher that seem¬ 
ed to have but little regard for what persons might say 
about his discourse. He had a parable about throw¬ 
ing stones in the dark at certain things, and if there 
was an outcry he knew that something was hit. He 
died a few years ago, apparently in the full possession 
of his faculties, at a very advanced age. 

Samuel Waugh, Junior, moved to Missouri in early 
manhood, and there —upon his marriage with a Mis- 
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, Mary Canterbury—he settled and 
with no further particulars. 




Robert 



interesting young man 


ugh, remembered as a very bright 

devoted himself to 







O 





From exposure on damp ground he con- 
rheumatic affection that disabled him for 







He was held in high reputation 


as 


€. 


teacher, and some of his scholars yet speak of him 
with affection after a lapse of fifty years or more. 

Robert Waugh seems to have been gifted with fine 
oratorical powers, for some of the older people tell me 
that they have never heard anything that could beat 
Robert Waugh speaking when he got warmed up on 
any subject. He died comparatively young at the old 
homestead, and never lived to realize his hopes and 
ambitions in this life. In his lonely grave amid the 
Hills a tongue is silent that may have enraptured lis¬ 
tening audiences and secured for Robert an illustrious 
name. 

i 

William Waugh, another of Samuel Waugh’s nine 
sons; married Martha, daughter of Josiah Brown, near 
Indian Draft. They were the parents of ten children. 
Upon leaving this place Mr Waugh settled in Upshur 


to Iowa, and afterwards 


County, thence he went 
Missouri, where Mrs Waugh died many years ago 



m 






i 





Waugh was struck by a passing train, not far 
me in Missouri, and died in forty minutes 



from the shock. 

Alexander Waugh married Annie Cochran, of the 
Levels, and settled in Nicholas County. 

7 §/ 

Arthur Waugh, another of the nine sons, went in 
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early manhood to Kanawha, where he 
etta Boswell and settled. 

augh married Sarah Ann 

iter of the late Samuel M. Gay, near 

at the Waugh homestead 

moved to Barbour County, and finally returned 

(ahontas and took charge of the Duffield 

Edrav, where he died a few years since. This 

%/ 1 •* 

now operated by his son, S. D. Waugh. 

Beverly Waugh, the last to be mentioned of this re¬ 
markable list of sons of Samuel Waugh, married 
tha Bradshaw, daughter of William Bradshaw, on 
Browns Creek. He lived many years on the place 
now occupied by Robert Shrader. He then moved to 
the Levels. Mrs Kenney Wade, (first wife) and John 
E. Waugh were his children. 

Mr Beverly Waugh was an estimable man. He led 
the Mount Zion class for sixteen years, and yielded the 

position to the regret of his Christian brethren when 
became necessary to change homes. He died of a can¬ 
cerous affection but a few years since, and bore 
dreadful sufferings with becoming resignation. He left 
an honorable reputation as a gentleman and a Christian. 

In reference to Samuel Waugh’s other three daugh¬ 
ters, we are able to furnish but the few particulars 




lerew 



given 


Margaret Waugh was 


married to 


Samuel Martin, and lived first in Upshur 
ten moved to Iowa. Mary Ann Waugh 






Reuben Buzzard and lived near Glade 





year 



Afterwards Mr Buzzard purchased 
and lived there a considerable while, 




$ 
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west. 


Truly, our attention has been given to 

is suggestive and 








i and Ann McGuire, his wife 





with the faith and energy so peculiar to the genuine 








Scotch-Irish, endured all that is implied in rearin 
family of fourteen sons and daughters, and all 

The sons all lived to be grown, and not 

one was ever known to use tobacco or ardent spirits in 
any form. This seems scarcely credible, yet it is as¬ 
serted to be a pleasing truth. 


Samuel Waugh was one 



the original members of the old Mount Zion Church 
one of the strongholds of its denomination for so 
many years. His history shows that in the face of 
pioneer hindrances and privations sons and daughters 
may be reared that may faithfully serve God and sup¬ 
port their country in their day and generation. 



JOSIAH BEARD. 

So far as we have authentic information, the Beard 
relationship trace their ancestry to John Beard, the 
pioneer of Renicks Valiey, Greenbrier County. He 

was of Scotch-Irish antecedents, his parents havin 

from the north of Ireland. While a voun 

9 

his parental home in Augusta 
bounds of John Craig’s congregation, 
doubt helped to build the old Stone Church 

spoken of elsewhere, and may have 
sermons Craig preached, opposing the 




it 

























were thinking 



;oiug back to Pennsylvania 
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the Bine Ridge towards Williamsburg. 


His vallev home was in the vicinity 





am 



ter attaining his majority lie came to 



ounty, and commenced keeping bachelor’s ha 



t 




o 



nicks Valley, on lands now 





Abram Beard, a grandson. This was about 1770, and 


lough unmarried, John Beard secured 



If 


built a 


cabin, and cleared ground for cropping. 

While living in this isolated manner, some Indians 
came along and liberally helped themselves to what¬ 
ever they could find in the way of something to eat; 
and when they went on their way took the pioneer’s 
gun, dog, and only horse. 

It so occurred that Mr Beard was absent that dav. 




It is thought he had gone over to Sinking Creek on a 
social visit to the Wallace family, old neighbors in 
Augusta, and whose coming to Greenbrier possibly 
had its influence with the young bachelor. 

When young Beard returned and saw what liberties 
his visitors had taken in his absence, he looked up the 
trail and started in pursuit. Upon following the sign 
some miles in the direction of Spring Creek 
heard the horse’s bell. Guided by the sound he came 
upon two Indians in camp. They seemed to 





r\ 



, and Mr Beard supposed it was from over 

i 

raw bacon and johnny cake they had taken 
own larder. One appeared to be convulsed 
oxysms of nausea; the other was lying befor 
vigorously rubbing his belly with a piece 
homeopathic principles that like cures 
Seeing his own gun near a tree 
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t 



ed near to get the gun, 

C* i 











he was forced to withdraw 
eave the two sick Indians un 
eupon went to his horse, silenced the 
in getting the anim il away. 

About this time, or soon after, Mr Beard seemed 


He 








realize there was nothing in single blessedness for 
and he and Miss Janet Wallace were married by taking a 
trip to Staunton and making their wishes known to the 
rector of the imperial parish that extended from the 
the Blue Ridge to the Pacific ocean. In their pioneer 
home in Renicks Valley they reared a numerous fami- 
y of sons and daughters, one of the sons being Josiah 
Beard, lately of Locust Creek. This paper will be 
mainly for the illustration of his personal and family 
history, as his name appears so prominently in our 


county history. Mr Beard was the first Clerk of the 
County after its organization and served in that capac¬ 
ity during the formative period of the county’s history. 

His wife, Rachel Cameron Poage, was the eldest 
daughter of Major William Poage, of Marlins Bottom, 
le names of their children are given in the paper re- 


T 




to Jacob Warwick and his descendants. 

He was an expert hunter, and found recreation 


m 


hunting deer upon the hills and ridges that make Hun¬ 


tersville scenery so picturesque. He killed scores < 

uring his residence at the court house, am 











beyond the immediate vicinity in quest o 


game, un 





1 


it would be occasional 


a chase. 


v 


• * 



to Marlins 


we i 




It proved however that 
to draw him there of a more ole 




mi a * 





i. 



# 
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and romantic nature. 


H 


v. / 



•med to have his own ideas as to how he 






m 


omote the interests of the 







sometimes carry them out. While residing 






le set out one morning to attend court 
wav near his home he discovered fresh \v< 








V 



mstened back, got his gun and called up the dogs, and 
sent Aaron, a colored servant, who was also a skilful 
hunter and a dead shot, to beat the laurel 
drive out the wolves. Quite a number were 








the pack retreated from the neighborhood so far 
into the mountains as to give no further trouble. 

In the me .inti no, court met and adjourned o.ving to 
the absence of the clerk. That official however was 
present next morning and explained the reasons of his 



absence, believing it would do the people more 
to have the wolves killed and scattered than to hold 
court that day. Court could meet most any time, but 
it was not every day that such a good chance to kil 
wolves could be had. 

He was a stanch friend of education, and was one of 
the first trustees of the Pocahontas Academy at Hills¬ 
boro, and one of its most faithful patrons and wise 


counselors. In business affairs he was succe 



1 


and 



judicious, industrious man net 
very extensive landed estate; the larger 
which is vet in the possession of his desc* 
His passion for hunting was strong 








m 


Every fall 



he would get restless, a 

■w 

mnt would quiet him. One of the 
the mountains, though far advanced in 
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n 








r 








a deer. On his return 
olinger associates by telling all lie met on 
le young men had taken him along 

ir meat for them. 




He 







remarkable bodily vigor to the age 
e and over; and his mental faculties were uu 



to th 


e i 



41 O 


Not many da vs before his 



1/ 




at closed his life, lie felt it his dutv to see the 

7 #/ 

county surveyor on important business—as he believed 

be—and should be attended to without delay. He 
went from his home on Locust Creek to Mr Baxter's 
near Ed ray, about twenty miles distant, and returned 




—a cold, raw day it was, too. He overtaxed his en¬ 
durance by the ride. He soon became sick, and peace¬ 
fully passed from his long and useful life. 


In his life was exemplified the 


highest 


type of the 


citizen—a pious, intelligent cultivator of the soil—the 
occupation for which the Creator saw fit in his wisdom 
to create the first man. It is the occupation now that 
feeds the world, and whatever hinders, depresses, or 

the farmers prosperity, threatens the worst 
that can befall our humanity. 



ev 



DAVID I AMES. 
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& 


now known as the Irvine Place 





mill. 


One of the stones is vet to 




Fi 



w the road near where the mill stooi 

le Irvine place he moved on land: 




c 



' I 



f Ge >rge 0 )chr.i!i 


T 1 3 h mo 


is sti 





m 









muse 






and furnishes a correct idea of the kind o 
le pioneers lived in. It was here he passed t 
years of his life, and passed away at the age 
years. The name jpid parentage of his wife are not 
remembered. His family consisted of three daughters 
and two sons: Nellie, Martha, Sally, David and Joh 



Nellie James was married to Thomas Cochran, see 


ond wife, and lived near Marvin. 

Martha was married to John Salisbury, and lived 
on Trump Run, and finally went west. This John 
Salisbury was a son of William Salisbury, a native of 
England, who opened the Salisbury settlement on 
Trump Run. William Salisbury's wife Mary was a 
native of Scotland. He lived to the age of 104 years, 
and is to be remembered as one of the pioneers of 
lower Pocahontas. 


Sally became Mrs John Cutlip, who opened up an 
improvement on Droop Mountain, now in possession 
of the Renicks. Her children w T ere David, Abram, 

Martha, and Elizabeth. The latter 


Jo 

married David Kinnison and w T ent to the west 




Di 





James, Junior, married Catherine Par 
on Droop Mountain. 




were 







1 


They 

ren: Mordecai, Jennie, 
Rebecca, Martha, and Mary. 









man 



Martha Tharp 
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on the Joshua Kee place, neai 



o 1* 




Ji 




Mrs Jesse Cochran. Iier marriage 


wa 




b\ 


r very ro nan tic incidents, illustr 



fjr 










all may be well that ends well. 

Samuel married Elizabeth Ewing, daughter of 

ing, who lived on the Greenbrier, where Jos- 
rkins now resides, and went west. William 





e 

Ewing excelled as a maker or wooden mouldboards 



© 



plows, and had all he could do to meet the do: 

John married Is el lie Cochran. 

Rebecca became Mrs Emanual Barrett. 

John James married Nellie, daughter of Thomas 

Cochran the pioneer, and settled on Droop, where 

Lincoln Cochran now lives, but finally went west. 

• / 

Their family consisted of three daughters and three sons: 
Jane, Eliza, Kate, David, William, and John. 

Thus with the assistance of the venerable John 
Cochran, probably the oldest man living on the Poca¬ 
hontas and Greenbrier border in 181)7, and George 

♦ 

Cochran, his relative and neighbor, the writer has been 
able to give something in illustrating the James family 

y. This paper will be concluded by recalling 
that David James, Junior, lived to the age of 
*s, about the greatest age attained by any one 
of our Pocahontas citizens, concerning whom we have 











information. 


The 


p' 

cottage 


home 



stand 
his gi 





departed for the unseen wor 



1 





t # 





an 


object of interest in 


o u 1 







be carefully marked so as not 
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W 



odinui, a son of Thomas 






i 


m 


* 


second marriage 


with Nellie James, deserves 




»e fact that he was a veteran of the war o 

* 

e had for his mess mates in the armv William 








v 





o 




1 






r 







ohi 


John McNeil, (known as Little 
R. Flemmens. lie was in the affair 
and, near Norfolk. While it is not cei 
is believed he served a tour under General Harrison in 
the west, as he frequently spoke of him. It is 
hie that he was in the battle of Tippecanoe. 
Cochran; in 1898, was the only surviving member of 
the old soldier’s family. He was 92 years of a^e No- 
vein her 2d of that year. 

David Cochran, the veteran, suffered grievously the 
last three or four years of his life. He was treated bv 

t' «/ 

Mrs Diddle of Monroe County, for three years. She 
undertook to cure the case for forty dollars. Several 
visits were made. She was at his bedside when he 
died of hemorhage, caused by the cancer, in October 
1831. 

John Cochran has a vivid recollection of the 

mental Muster at Huntersville, in May, 1834. 

% 

returning from muster rather late in the evening, per¬ 
sons were racing their horses in a furious 

imaginary British on the Cummings 


l- 








r< 





, two miles from Huntersville. While not in 
ot,n,, e, Isaac Jordan’s horse seemed to 

the make-believe battle, reared i 

irowing his rider and severely fracturin 
William Gibson, merchant and hotel 













1 











# 




sent for. After some delay, means were 
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% 




contrived to carry the injured and suffering man 
to Huntersville, where they arrived after dark. 

on—though not a physician—took charge o 
reduced the fracture and kept the patient 

ee months. John Cochran was em 

staid by him all the while until Ik 
home. 








hou 











could 




John Cochran in his prime was a person of uncom¬ 


mon agility and muscular power 


He 


was 


jovial 


in 


disposition and had a good word for everybody, and 
yet it was his misfortune to be in one of the fiercest 
personal combats that ever occurred in his neighbor- 
lood. With remarkable magnamity his opponent con¬ 
fessed himself in the fault, and ever after there was no 
more fighting for John Cochran. Trouble quit looking 
for him after that. 

He 


George Cochran lives in the old James house. 


was a faithful Confederate soldier, and stands up foi 
the Lost Cause with a fluent vim that is refreshinsr. 


JOHN BURGESS, 

Concurrently with the past century the name Bur¬ 


gess has been a familiar one in lower and middle Po¬ 
cahontas. The progenitor of this family was John 
Burgess, Senior, a native of Ireland. He was a weaver 
by occupation, and settled near Albany, New 

igently plied .his vocation, some 
the Revolution. The name of his \ 

remembered. There were 



or 



* 




▼ 








§ 







JO 
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K 

T 





ibeth Burgess became Mrs 
of the daughters, names not reme 




m 



mar 


•m 




x 


t 


o brothers bv the name of Kelley 
ork State, 
ames Burgess became a preaciier in 



i v e 



in 









e t 


'ongregational Church, and settled in 
among the pioneer ministers of that region. 

John Burgess, Junior, married a Miss 
New York, and soon after the Revolution remove< 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. In his family were three sons 
and eight daughters, concerning whom we 
following details, furnished by David Burgess. 

Mary Burgess married her cousin, James Young, 

«• 

and settled in Augusta C ounty. Their son William 
Young was a soldier in the wi r of 1812, and died in 
service at Norfolk, Virginia. 

Nancy was married to William Mayse, and settled 
at Midpoint, now Pocahontas county. He was among 
the first baksmiths to strike sparks from the anvil in 
that vicinity. William Mayse, a grandson, was a e 
tain in the Civil War, and afterwards a government 
clerk in Washington, D. C. 





Jane became Mrs Thomas Armstrong and liv 
Churchville, Virginia. 

Hampton Burgess went to Ohio in early manhoo< 
married a Miss Smith and settled in that 
Nathan Burgess married 





© 





Kinnison, the pioneer, and 

now in sossession of the Payne family 














unsmith. Late in the 18th century 

of the older hunters were 




*1 \r 




v m 


bv him 




1 



Some of his rifles were used 



• n • 


riflemen 


One of the best specimens of his 
workmanship was made for the late William McNeil 


in mi 



service. 


1 


o 




When last heard of it was th 


a 




i 








James Moore. It was reputed to be one 
ate in aim and far reaching of mountain 




ever in the county. It would be well if it could 
be gotten and deposited in the Museum of the West 
Virginia Historical Society at Charleston. 

He 


John Burgess was born near Albany in 1778. 


was a mere vouth when his father came to Harrison- 

«/ 

burg. From Rockingham he came to the Levels about 
1798. His first marriage was with Susan Casebolt and 
lived near Millpoint. The children of the first marriage 
were John, James, Archibald, Paul, Hannah and 


Mary. 


in Augusta. 


Hannah became Mrs David McNair and lived 

The first Mrs Burgess died about 1813. 


Soon after her death John Burgess moved to the moun¬ 
tain farm, west of the head of Swago. 


His second 


marriage was 


with Hannah McNair, 


daughter*of Daniel McNair, in the vicinity of Church- 

The McNairs were pioneers along with the 
, Millers, Moffetts, and McDowells, notable 



Boone 

familes in the Valley of Virginia during the pioneer 





airs were from Pennsylvania. 


The 




the second marriage were David, Martha 


and 



John Burgess was a carpenter by occupation. 

work on the dwelling occupied fol¬ 
iate George W. Poage, the ruins o 
seen near Preston Clarks 








are still to 




m 


resi 
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deuce. The Jordan Barn, near Hil 

obs, and still stands in a goo 




o 



manv 

* 

vation. 








or a long series of years lie 



c 







the coffins needed in Lower Pocahontas, 
ted into military service during the war of 181 
owing to the critical stage of his wife’s he 








mrmitted to put in a substitute, and remain w 



his 


family. He thus escaped the suffering privation which 
caused the death of many of our mountain people dur¬ 


ing the notable defense of Norfolk vicinity 



was 


planned to shield Richmond from British invasion and 
depredation. 

John Burgess, Junior, son of John Burgess, the im¬ 
migrant, the immediate ancestor of the Pocahontas 
family, whose history is illustrated in part by this 
sketch, claimed to have been a Revolutionary soldier 
and served in the artillery, and was one of the first to 
enlist and the last to be disbanded of the New York 
Continental Troops. While we have in hand no posi¬ 
tive information to this effect, yet there is much rea¬ 
son for believing that John Burgess was at ’ the sur¬ 
render of General Burgoyne. 

As the reader will readily remember, very memora¬ 
ble events occurred not very far from where John Bur¬ 
gess, the immigrant, lived and reared his 
more than probable that his loom wove 
which his son used in the service, anc 
neighbor soldiers were clothed in material prepai 

industrious hands. 

* * 

Thus closes one more brief chapter in the suggestive 








*y 01 our Pocahontas People 


Let it be our aim 
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Jose 



day 




JOSEPH MOORE 

Moore, late of Anthonys Creek, was one of 
most widely known citizens of our county in his 
His parents were William Moore and Margaret, 

It is believed they came from Rockbridge 
County about 1780. No known relationship is claim¬ 
ed with other branches of the Moores. They opened 
up a home on the knoll just south of Preston Harper's, 
on Knapps Creek, where a rivulet crosses the road. 
Their house was just below the present road at that 


point. 


It was here they lived and died. 


They 


were 



buried on the east side of the creek, on the terrace 
south of the tenant house now standing there. Persons 
now living have seen their graves. 

These pioneers were the parents of two sons and two 

daughters: Joseph, John, Mary (Polly), and a daugh- 
* whose name seems to be lost to memory. 

John Moore went to Kentucky. 

Mary was the wife of Colonel John Baxter, who was 

t Colonel of the 127th Regiment, and was very 

prominent in the organization of the county. 

e was a soldier in the war of 1812. 
vice he met and married Hannah Cady 




Jo 





Dm 






«/ 


in 







and was a 



She was a native of Connecticut 
teacher, and is spoken of 
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•ightly person. 


Soon 






J 



j 




core settled on the homestead, build in 




% 




louse between Godot's residence and the barn 




tinal 

T 



and three 






moved to Anthonvs ('reek. 

%> 

amilv consisted of five daughters 

t/ “ 

Hannah, Sarah, Matilda, Margaret, Abigail, 
Daniel, Joseph, and Henry Harrison. 

Sarah was married to Jackson Bussard, on 
Creek. He was a Confederate soldier* and 
the battle of Dry Creek, near the White Sulphur 
H. Buzzard, Assessor for Pocahontas, is her son. 

Matilda became Mrs Elijah May, on Anthonys 
Creek. Her sons John and Calvin married Lizzie ant 
Lillie, daughters of Register Moore, near Marlinton. 

Margaret was married to Jacob Blizzard, of Green¬ 
brier County, and went west. 

Abigail became Mrs John Wade, on Anthony» 
Creek, and lived there. 


Daniel was deputy sheriff under his father. 


He 


finally went to Missouri, and became a prominent citi- 

He raised and commanded a company of volun- 


zen. 




teers for service in the Mexican War, and was with 
Colonel Doniphan in his famous expedition to 
Mexico. 

Joseph Moore, Junior, went to Braxton 
Henry Moore married Martha Young, 

Captain William Young of Stony Creek, 

in Iowa. 

Moore, Esq., was a very 
airs. He was high sheriff, 







Jo 





peace, and was very much sought after for 
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of agreement, and writing wills 

s of controversy seems to 










1 




ad\ 





but few 
ucceeded ii 


brought contrary 




One of 





was 






in 



earliest recollections of Squire 
was a half grown lad, attending school in 

rom home in Marlinton. My first 

is 

rammar were conned during those mornin 




and evening rides. One playtime I was at ‘-Governor 1 
Haynes’ Hotel on the corner now occupied by the Mc- 
Clintie property. Squire Moore, who had spent the 

orenoon in the clerk's oflice with the late Henry M. 


*/ 


Moffett, was seen coming up the street very slowly. 
It was a hot day in summer, and he was in his shirt¬ 
sleeves, with his vest unbuttoned and thrown open, 
and full saddle bags over his shoulder. Mr Haynes 
calls out: “Squire, you are taking things mighty slow, 
and move as if yon had no business on hand and never 
had any. 1 ’ 

In slow, measured tones the Squire observes, as if 
le had studied the matter very carefully: “Well, Gov¬ 
ernor, I have been around here long enough to find 

lere is no use in being in a hurry about anything 

except catching fleas. 11 

The ’Governor' was inclined to take offense at this. 



but the Squire pointed significantly towards the 





flea 





counter, and in the clinking of 

e was forgotten. 


require more time and space than i 











memoirs to write out all that might come 
this interesting man, so we 
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one more reminiscence. In April, 

noon with Squire Moore in 













ling near Sunset, in the old Daughet 




cling. 


He showed me a question in arithmetic 



mil 





He could find the answer called for but 
“prove out/ 1 and he could not be satisfied 
anything that would not “prove out/* 

We put our heads together and found a result that 


would 


4 4 


prove out, 


* 1 


so we both felt that we knew 


more than the man who wrote the book,—that much 


of it at least, 
it was so nef 

Harper's the 
placed on tin 


We lingered aftei 


was out, until 


ght 


I returned to Willian 
s already lighted anc 


After 


mg 


con sui t a- 


had a talk about 


and Christian re 



ligion. I was a Bible distributor at that time, as some 
of the older people may remember. The habit 
Squire had of “proving out’’ things came into evidence 
again: 

“William, you must excuse me if I talk a little plain 






to you, for you may think strangely of the 
sometimes talk. There are people who think I am 

because I sometimes make remar 
not agree with. I have studied a good deal 
ion, and if you have as much sense as 
lave, you will some day see these things ; 












a 




a Bible or Testament handy 
I am at home, and most always carry a 
my saddle pockets when away on busine 
“Now you must excuse me, William, 






in 




I 



to 





€/ 




in 111 v private opinion there can not 
Christian religion if it puts its most ei 













zealous professors to wearing out the knees 

in religious services in the fall anti winter 

them turn over and wear out the rest o 

& 

during the spring and summer 
, it does not prove out to suit 
notion what religion should be—provided there is such 




a thing as religion anyway.” 

I felt that Squire Moore was not disposed to discuss 

personal piety seriously, and the subject was changed. 
We never met again to compare opinions about any 
matter. I learn from his friends, however, that dur¬ 
ing the closing years of his life he gave close attention 
to his Bible. He has been seen sitting for hours in 
the shade of an apple tree, with an open Bible on his 
knee. It is my fervent hope that my aged friend was 
able to ‘prove out' that it is a “faithful saying, worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, even the greatest,” and that he 
was willing to take the sinner’s place and receive 
sinner’s salvation; at the same time praying: “ 



Cast 





not off in the time of old age, forsake me not when 
strength fails.” 


ROBERT D, McCUTCHAN. 
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W 


such consideration. While he 
pioneers, he came to Pocahontas soon 
ization of the county, virtually settled 
and built up a home that was noted 

go< 



one of the 








ie w 











cheer and lavish hospitality. 

January 11, 1825, he married Elizabeth Y 
ridge, near Goshen, Virginia, and settled on Thoma 
Creek, in 1826. They were the parents of five sons 

and four daughters. All of their children except two 

preceded them to the grave. The eldest died in 
infancy. 

Samuel Hodge McCutchan was a Confederate soldier 
and a member of Captain J. W. Marshall's company 
He was captured in 1863 and taken to Camp Chase 
and remained there until the close of the war. He 
came home in broken health, and died of consumption 

in 1869. 

John Blain McCutchan was also a Confederate vol¬ 
unteer, and served in the same company. He married 




Mrs Rachel Bird, daughter 


o 


soon after the war, 

Jacob Bible, near Greenbank. He lately died. There 


were four children: lizzie, now Mrs F 


M 


Hilley; 


Robert and Luther, twins, died young; and Margaret. 

William Andrew Gatewood McCutchan went to 

♦ 

Georgia when twelve years of age, to be educated by 
his uncle, Andrew Lockridge, a Presbyterian minister. 


His health failed, and he returned home in his fifteenth 


year 


He soon after united with the chur 





more, and began studies for the ministry 






the war 


went 


In the battle of 
itrarv to his cauti 








* 
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ing it his duty to tight as long as ho could handle his 
musket, hut being overcome by fatigue, he was order¬ 
ed back to the rear, fell sick with pneumonia, and 
never recovered. 

Luther JVIcCutchan died the first year of the war, in 
his fifteenth year. 

Christina Jane McCutclian married David Wetzel, 
and lived in Lewisburg. Her children were William, 
Sallie, Lizzie, and Lena. Sallie Wetzel married New¬ 
ton Hartsook, and lived in Lewisburg. Lizzie became 
Mrs Lake White, of White Sulphur. Lena married 
Gordon Bright, and lived in Jtaunton. William Wet¬ 
zel married Florence Ridgeway, of Monroe County, 
and lives in Lewisburg. 

Nancy Caroline McCutclian, an excellent young 
lady, died in 1861. 

Mary Martha McCutclian, when about verging into 
womanhood, passed away from her earthly home. 

Elizabeth Eleanor McCutclian married A. K. Dysard 
and lives at Driftwood. Their children are Lawrence 
and Mrs Bessie Beard. 

Robert D. McCutclian was a ruling Elder in the 
Presbyterian church for forty or fifty years. He was 

born in 1803, and died after prolonged sufferings from 
a cancerous affection, February 22, 1883. 

Mrs Elizabeth Y. McCutclian was born in 1803, and 






* 
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Mr McCutchan inherited the patient, plodding habits 
of industry his ancestors acquired on the Scottish hills 
that Robert Burns knew so well and disliked to prac¬ 
tice so much. In a piny section of Pocahontas he 
found lands that reminded him of the kind where his 
own parents had toiled and made a bountiful living for 
well nigh a century. 

Far and near this family would attend religious wor¬ 
ship, the weather be what it might. For years Green- 
bank and Huntersville, the first eight and the other 
twelve miles away, were the nearest points of the 
church service of their preference. 



These pleasant people, so happy in their home r 
tions, were not separated long. They and the mo 

leir children sleep in well cared for graves on a grassy 



knoll overlooking the scenes where they 
quiet, useful lives for more than fifty years. 

By his last will and testament Robert 
endowed Baxter Church with a fund of 
Li&rou. Trustee. The annual interest to be 



their 














& 








BROWN. 


rown relationship trace their ancestry to Jos 


epli 




, whose wife was Hannah M'Afferty. 


They 


IV 





years in Bath County, on the Bull Pasture; 



lence removed and settled on lands now owned 

** 

le Mann family, near Ed raw Some fruit trees and a 

f' y §* 

fine spring indicate the spot where they lived, about 

three-fourths of a mile east of the Mann residence. 

» 

* 

Mr Brown died a few years after settling here, but 
was survived by his widow for many years. She be¬ 
came suddenly blind, and remained so for twenty 
years. She spent her time in knitting, and taught 
many of her grand-daughters to knit. Among them 
was the late Mrs Thomas Nicholas. Mrs Nicholas 
would often tell how her grandmother would take her 
little hands into hers and put them through the motions 
until she could knit herself. A few years before her 




decease, Mrs Brown recovered her sight as quickly as 

had lost it, and could count chickens and geese 



orty yards away. 



The widow Brown's daughters Polly and Hannal 

at the old home. 


1 





Rachel 



rown was married to William Brock, and 


settled on the homestead. 

Ann Brown became the wife of Jeremiah Friel 
Elizabeth Brown married a Mr McGuire, ant 



» 



in 



Jo 










Senior, went to Nicholas 
rown—a Confederate soldier 



m 


f 








at 







uring the great war betweei 
limself known to his relatives. 

own was a soldier in the wj 









1 




never returned. 

Josiali Brown, in whose memory this 
ly prepared, was the eldest of Joseph 
and he married Jennie Waddell, near 
was born June 22, 1777, his wife was born Apri 










1771; married in 1791), and settled on the western sec¬ 
tion of the Brown homestead. They were the parents 
of seven daughters. 

Eleanor Brown, born August 6 , 1802, was marr 
to Zechariah Barnett, from Lewis County, West Vir¬ 
ginia. In reference to her family the following par¬ 
ticulars are given: John Wesley and John Andrew 
Barnett died young, and Josiali Barnett. Sarah Jane 
Barnett was married to George McLaughlin, late of 


Driftwood. He was a Confederate soldier. 


Hannah 


Barnett married William Townsend. Martha Barnett, 
lately deceased. James, Thomas, Stephen, and New¬ 
ton Barnett are well known citizens near Driftwood. 
The th ree first named were Confederate soldiers. 

Hannah Brown was married to Jacob Arbaugh, who 
was from near Midpoint, and first settled on Sugartree 

Her children 

were Eliza Jane, Susannah Simms, Lauretta Frances, 
Nancy Caroline, John Allen, George Brown, James 


Run, a part of the Brown homestead 


Marion, William Hanson, and Joseph 

A. Arbaugh was a Confederate soldier 




1 




11 


111 




1 





the Lockridge Spring, near 
ames passed through the war. 




© 
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was in the 




of Virginia Infanti 


» « * 


f. 






Jackson 





Jenn 





ettled on a 
Greenbrier River. 


le war, Jacob Arbaugh move 
y, Missouri, which be jocularly referred 
twentieth change of homes since his marriage, 
own, born October 9, 1805, was married 
, son of Jeremiah Friel the pioneer, 
section of the Friel homestead on 






f 



> 


Ann Brown, born December 9, 1806, was married 

w 

James Courtney, and first settled on a part of the 
lomestead. Their children were Andrew Jackson, 
Thomas, George Washington, Hanson, who died at the 
age of six years; Jane, who is now Mrs Adam Geiger; 
Julia, who is now Mrs James Rhea; and Hannah, wh< 
is now Mrs Godfrey Geiger. Andrew Courtney was 
a Confederate soldier, and died a prisoner of war at 
Fort Delaware. Thomas Courtney was also a Confed¬ 
erate soldier, survived the war, and now lives near 
Marlinton. George W. Courtney was a Confederate 
soldier, survived the war, but died near Buckeye in 

1887. 

Martha Brown, born February 14, 1808, was mar- 
to William Waugh, son of Samuel Waugh, the 
pioneer, and settled at the old home. Martha was 
known in her family as 4 ‘daddy's boy.," since 

constantly out of doors with her father. She cou 
harness the teams, plough, or drive the sled, as occa 

She was the mother of ten childr 
Robert, Enos, Qzias, Williai 





w a s 









s lr 


J ane Miriam 




*v Ann, and Almira. 

mr 1 


She 






ing lived awhile in Hpshur Coin 







V 
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t 




in Iowa. 


Miriam Brown wan born August (i 


1 



was 







to Janies Walker Twvman, 

t/ ~ 

County. Mr Twyman was 








a 




They first settled on Elk, where they 







ee years. 

«' 


The land he worked on 






part of David Hannalf s. Mr Twyman put out 

of corn that grew finely and was very promisin 

early in August there was a heavy frost; he 
discouraged, gave up his land, and moved to 
brier River to land 



field 



1 






given them by Joseph Brown 



Here he taught school; having the Friels, Moore3, an 
Sharps for pupils. Mr Twyman had business in Hun¬ 
tersville the 17th of January, 1834, and on his return 
was drowned in Thorny Creek. The Greenbrier home 


«/ 


was just above the “Bridger Place.” Their daughter 
Mary Frances is now Mrs Otho W. Ruck man, on In¬ 
dian Draft. 

Mrs Iwymaifs second marriage was to the late 
Thomas Nicholas, on the Indian Draft, near Edray. 
Mr Nicholas was a skillful mechanic—a much respect¬ 
ed and prosperous citizen. 

Mary Brown was born April 13, 1812, and was mar¬ 
ried to Jacob Waugh, and lived in Buckhannon. She 

lived to 



was the mother of fifteen children— live 

m 

be grown. Her sons were Browu, Enoch 


1 




and John William. The daughter, Leah 
third wife of the late Dr Pleasant Smith 







1 






m 


The history of Josiah Brown was one 
and self sacrifice for the good of his 






In 
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e of his life 1 ie endured great personal suffering 
and afflictions. He was bitten twice by rattlesnakes 

in the ranges looking after his live stock. 













wa 
ting 




1 his neighbor, William Sharp, who car 
helped him home. The second time he 
one, and it is believed he saved his life by put- 

s to the punctures and sucking out the poi¬ 



son. Finally, a strange sore appeared in the corner 
of one of his eyes and spread over most of 



IT 





of his face. Many believed this was the result of 
snake bites. It caused him excruciating suffer¬ 
ings, that were greatly intensified by the efforts of 
sympathizing, well meaning friends to cure him. 

Sad and pathetic memories of his brother, John 

Brown, seemed to be ever haunting his mind, and the 
tears seemed to be ever ready to flow at the mention 
of his name. In the war of 1812 Josiah Brown was 
drafted for service at Norfolk, Virginia. John Brown 
a younger brother, being unmarried, volunteered in 
lis brothers place and was accepted, and was ordered 
to report for service at the Warm Springs. John 



came 


seems to have been a very pious youth. On the even- 
sng before his departure for the seat of war, 
over to his brother Josiah's to bid them all farewell 
and have one more season of prayer and supplication. 

went awav over the fields he was 











len I can read my title clear. 
seen or heard of him bv his 


This 








4 ' 





amily, as he never came back from 
Truly, Josiah Brown's history is a sad and 

1 1 1 i/ 

He now knows, no doubt, what 
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when he prayed: 4 ‘Make me 

wherein thou hast afflicted 
I have seen evil. ” 








WILLIAM AULDRIDGE. 

Will iam Auldridge, Senior, the ancestor and 

er of the family relationship of that name in oui 
tv, was a native of England. His mother, who by 

became Mrs John Johnson,, 



her second 


marriage 


a pioneer of Marlinton, lived to be more than one hun¬ 
dred years of age. His wife was Mary Cochran. Mr 
Auldridge built up a home at the Bridger Notch, and 
it is believed the old barn stood on the spot where one 
of the Bridger boys died. This place is now owned 
by William Auldridge, a grandson. 

• There were six sons and three daughters: Sarah, 
Elizabeth, Nancy, Thomas, William, John, Samuel, 
James, and Richard. 

Thomas Auldridge, the eldest son, when in his 
prime was considered one of the strongest men phy 
caily in West Pocahontas. The first revelation of hi 

strength was at a log rolling. The champion 
day attempted to take young Auldridge’s handspike 





which was a fancy article of its kind. 



athlete picked up both the champion and the 


le young 
puted 




s 



and laid them on the log heap, with 



mm 


ent 



e 


Upoi 








1 







marriage with Elizabeth Morrison, 
Morrison, on Hills Creek, Thomas Au 
ands now owned by Jo 



h 
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o 




lie 


ia n Y 



✓ 



9 




V, 




The 



where he spent most of his wor 

Jacob Arbaugh and Captain 
3ar Indian Draft, and opened up 
now owned by his son, Thomas Auldrid 

etnas Auldridge, Senior, were James 







1 


William, Thomas, and the daughters were Sarah, 

M a r y. 







A n n 


James Anldridge, the eldest son* first married Mary 

irlo.v, and settled on land now occupied by 



Nath m Barlo.v, and then moved to the home near 
E l ray where lie ti)vV resides. His children were Hen¬ 
ry, Miriam, Elizabeth, Moffett, and George. He was 
sadly bereaved of his first family by the ravages of dis¬ 
ease, one son George, alone was spared. James' sec¬ 
ond wife was Julia A. Duncan, a grand daughter of 
Colonel John Baxter. One daughter, Mary, now Mrs 
Lee Carter. George Auldridge, the survivor of the 
first family, married Huldah Cassel, and lives on 
homestead near Edrav. 



i/ 


William Auldridge married Elizabeth Moore, and 
settled on a part of the homestead. Their children 
were M il hula, Hanson, and Eliza. 

Thomas Auldridge, Junior, married Catherine Moore 


and 




on the homestead. 


T>vo daughters, 


Mrs 


Margaret Hannah, on Bucks Run, and Mrs Ida Me- 



1 



10 lives on a part of the old homestead. 
Sarah Auldridge, daughter of Thomas 

Seuior, married the late J. Harvey Curry, near 



Her 










** 1 IJ 






ieved to have been shortened 


exertion due to the burning of the 
11 er son Ellis Curry married Miss 
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Mary Ann Auldridgc married William Moore, of 
Elk. One daughter, Ann Moore, survives her. 

William Auldridge, Junior, married Nancy Kellison 
and settled on the Greenbrier, two miles below the 
mouth of Swago. Their only child, Martha, married 
Geore Hill, son of Abram Hill of Hills Creek. While 
he was in service in 1861 at Valiev Mountain he con- 
tracted the measles. He came home and his wife took 
down also with the same disease, and the two died 
within a week of each other, leaving a daughter, who 
is now Mrs Robert Shafer. William Auklridge's sec¬ 
ond wife was a Miss Shafer. Her son, James Edgar 
Atildridge, lives on the homestead. 

John Auldridge married Rebecca Smith, who is par- 
ticularlv mention in the memoirs of John Smith, of 


Stony Creek. 

Samuel Auldridge, sou of William Auldridge 
aucestor, married Miriam Barlow and 









Bridger Notch, finally on Greenbrier Riv 

ing Creek. His children by the 
were William, John, and Mary Ann. Mary Ann 

John was a Confederate soldier and wa 
ed in battle. William 1 ives at Millpoint. 

Samuel Auldrid^e's second wife was 





# 



i 







ii 
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i 






made of her family in the Grimes 






James Anldridge was a tailor by occupation, wor 

Frankford, and then went to Missouri. 








c 






Auldridge, youngest son of William 
married Hannah Smith, daughter of 







Sarah Auldridge married William McClure, and 
tied on the Greenbrier River, below Beaver Creek. 
Their children were James, Rachel, Mary, and Bessie. 
Rachel became Mrs Jacob Pyles; Mary, Mrs George 
Overholt, on Swago. Bessie died in her youth. James 
McClure was married three times: First wife, Miss 
McComb; second, Miss Pyles; and third, Miss Frances 
Adkinson. He lives on the homestead. 

Elizabeth Auldridge married Jacob McNeil, and 
settled in Floyd County, Virginia. 

Nancy Auldridge was married to the late Moore Mc¬ 
Neil. on Swago. 

Thus closes fer the present the chronicles of this 
worthy man’s family. The writer would make men- 
ion of the assistance given him by James Auldridge 

and his son George. 

The venerable man whose history we have been 
tracing—as illustrated by his descendants—was a very 
estimable person. He was an ever busy, industriou 


and exem 



ry citizen. 


His influence was ever 







strict honesty, and quiet judiciou 

lis own concerns. These same qualities 

his worthy posterity. 

manhood he was greatly disabled bp a fallin 

crippled for life; and yet the 























37 


ISTuKY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


and his children accomplished in opening up 



T 

















in 





, under difficulties, is truly remarkable 
special appreciation. He loved to hunt 
one occasion came near being killed bv a 
which he escaped with difficulty. 

Mr Auldridge, owing to his disabled condition 
came a school teacher, and pursued that vocation 
years, and did much good in that line. When he 
at an advanced age several years since, the common 

remark was that one of our best old men had 

from us. 





CHRISTOPHER HEROLD. 


Among the prosperous citizens of Pocahontas Coun¬ 
ty in its early development, Christopher Herold de¬ 
serves recognition of a special character. 


H e 


was 


of 


pure German parentage—his immediate ancestry came 
from the Fatherland, settling in Pennsylvania, thence 
removing to Virginia. Though he could not read 
English, no one would have suspected it, so well post 

ed he seemed to be in political matters and current 
affairs. His powers of memory were surprising 
lis business sagacity was equal to any of his contem¬ 
poraries. He was honest and enterprising. 




and 


11 


oils accumulated an immense landed estate on Elk 


J 


Douthards Creek, and other places, amounting to many 




s acres 







Herold married 


County, and soon after their 

Creek, now 








l 















Ns 



Ill 





oin Back Creek, Highland Conn 







vears asro 










Douthards Creek, about seventy-six 
lit of Colonel John 
now held by Henry White and 
and Henry Sharp, on Douthards Creek. On this 
Mr and Mrs Herold reared their family and passed 
residue of their lives. Their family consisted of seven 





son 



three daughters: Busan, Jane, Elizabeth 


Ann, Henry, Peter, Benjamin, C harles, Christopher 

ew, and Josiah. 


1 



Susan Herold was married to Philip Moyers, and 

settled in Upshur County. 

Jane was the wife of Captain John Buzzard, who 
lived in Huntersville several years. 


He managed a 


hotel, was Captain of the fc ‘Light Horse” company, 
and finally moved to Missouri. 

Elizabeth Ann married Samuel Hogsett, Junior, and 
settled in Harrison County, where her family now live. 
Mr Hogsett died, and she was afterwards married to 
Mr Sapp. 

Henry, the eldest of the pioneer’s sons, married 
Elizabeth Lockridge and settled at Driscol, and after 

there a number of years, moved to Nicholas 
County. Their sons were Anderson, Washington, Wil- 

and Benjamin. Wise Herold, now livin 






Knapp 







on 

# t c? 

'reek, is a son of Washington. Henry Her- 
hter Elizabeth married a McClung, in 

another daughter Maria was married 





to John McClintic at Frank ford, W. Va. 

Peter Herold married Catherine Snyder, o 

t/ ' 






t 

9 





lied J^ick branch of Elk 
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W 







and his family afterwards w 

t- 

ier they had been preceded by Dank 
Peter. 

Benj amin Iierold, a very prominent 
was married to Mary Boone of 
>r several years lived at Driseol. He boug 



% % 



% 




0 




m 

















)is brothers, Andrew and Josiah, and thereafter 
ed at the homestead. Finally he moved to 
Benjamin's sons were, Charles, Joseph, Peter, 
daughters were Eugenia, Mary, and Lucy. 

Christopher Herold's fourth son, Charles, 
about grown. 

His fifth son, Christopher, Junior, married 
Ann Hefner, daughter of Samuel Hefner of Anthonys 
Creek, and lived on the homestead, where both died, 
leaving a daughter, Sally Ann, who married Mr Wag¬ 
goner of Webster County. 

The sixth son, Andrew, married Maria Seybert, 
dasghter of Joseph Seybert, and lived some years on 
the old homestead, and then purchased near Frost, 
where he now resides. 


Andrews’s family numbered nine sons and 



> 




.;e 


daughters: Mrs Ida Rebecca Moore, Myrta, Lanty 
Millard F., Joseph, died aged eight; Isaac IS 
now in Missouri; John L., Edwin L., Horace 
Highland; Andrew Forrest and Pruvn Patterson 



1 






ceased 


The seventh son of Christopher Herold 
Iierold, married Mary Ann Cleek, of 
and located on Stony Creek, upon 

by the family of the late James McClure 


1 



i 





r 







miner it 
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There 




foiMl 







pc during the war, lie went to 
seized with diptheria in 
and his two little sons died. 






m 


a 



To 











something of the privations endured 
man and family in their efforts to 
the world, mention may be made o 
in the winter of 1840. 

Andrew, then about grown, was sent to Elk to look 



I 

C 








er 



e. 

d 







some cattle to be wintered there. A snow 
in the winter, between four and five feet in 
The only chance to keep the cattle alive was 


to fell timber for browse. How to have this done was 
lie problem that confronted the youth. Having pro¬ 


cured the services of Joe Courtney, a man of stalwart 
form and needful pluck, they started for the browsing 
ground. Courtney went ahead, and the young man 

They 


followed in his trail, snow up to the arm pits, 
managed to cut what carried the cattle through. 

In the meanwhile all communication between neigh- 

o 

bors seemed cut off. Andrew’s brother, Peter Herold 


a 



taken sick and died 


before he could bear of it. 
arnes Gibson, Senior, now living on Elk, managed to 


reach an eminence in hearing of the browsing party, 
and by the loudest tones he could command got Au¬ 
to understand what had taken place. The funeral 
were performed under difficulties indescribable, 
winter finally passed away, and when Andrew 




r 



lome in the spring he was emaciated 




in 


trance almost beyond 






to 



When 



venerated man— 




"UUUttU' 



a 
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nine rears ago, 


he 


was ver» in sc ninst\ 







ears 


us faithful wife sleep in the fa 
their last home on earth, 
much of their life's toils and mutual jovs 






«i * 

L 


1 









sorrows 


DANIEL KERR, 

Acknowledgements are due Samuel Sutton and Mrs 
Harvey Curry, near Dunmore, for the following items 
that may rescue from oblivion the memory of a very 

flt' €■ «i / 

worthy and useful pioneer of upper Pocahontas. 



118 


was Daniel Kerr, who located soon after the Revolu¬ 
tion on the upper end of the immense estate now own¬ 
ed bv Uriah He veil er. 

«/ 

It seems very probable he came from Rockbridge 
County. He established a mill, saw mill, and black¬ 
smith shop on the Little Back Creek branch of Deer 
Creek, and his place became a centre of industry for a 


wide 


region 


He was married twice. The first wife was a 



188 





Kirkpatrick, of Anthonys Creek. Their children were 
Robert, John, William, Thomas, and James 

Kerr’s second wife was a Miss McKamie, 

bridge, a very sprightly and attractive person 

ren were David, Daniel, Nancy, Betsy 
He was a sincerely pious person, and the 

was very touching. He had 














domestic worship. 


pon 






S cr 





e lesson he kneeled for prayer, and foi 
was silent. Upon goin 








m 
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9 „ ® 















O 




ouud to be speechless and helpless 
3 after this he appeared to 

was going on, and seemed 
One dav there was a 


m 















he uttered these words: Fare well to 

then lapsed into silence, and not long therc- 
so gently he had been dead some minutes 


before the fact was realized. 


o 




Andy Hughes now lives on or near the site of the 

r home. Daniel's, son, Robert Kerr, settled on 

John 
and 


a part of the old place, and finally moved west. 

Kerr went to Augusta County, and lived there, 

then moved to Missouri. William Kerr married a Miss 

¥ 

Gillespie, and settled the place now occupied by As- 
bury Sheets. His family was composed of three sons 
and two daughters. These sons, Jacob, George, and 
Andrew now live in the vicinity of the old home place. 
Mary Aim, one of these daughters, married Henry 
Sheets. The other daughter, Rachel, married a Mr 
Armstrong, in Highland County. 

t 

Thomas Kerr, another son of the pioneer, married a 
Miss Foglesong, oi Greenbrier, and settled where 
James Kerr now resides, near the road to the top of 

Alleghany. His family consisted of three sons and 

The so ns are Robert, 

The daughters are Mrs Phoebe Phillips 

Wooddell. Robert has been quite a travel- 

over most of the western States and territories, an 

now owns valuable lands in upper Pocahontas. 

Lieutenant Robert 1). Kerr, a son of 

* 

raduated with distinction from West Point, in 








J am e 
Mr 
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being assigned to the engineer branch o 
lie was ordered to the Philippines, and died on 
a troop ship, in August, lSi)8, and was 
Pacitic Ocean. 


t 





in 



Miry K3iv, or tin pi>.i3jr fa nily, beca 







w 



Wolfenberger. Her brother, James 



i 



in Greenbrier, not far from Lewisburg. 

David W. Kerr, one of the younger mem 
Daniel Kerr's family, lived for years near Green bank, 




He 


was a car- 


improvement 




and was a person of high reputation, 
penter by trade, yet by diligent self 
rose to be a person of prominence as a member of t 
county court, Colonel of the Militia, ruling Elder 
the church, faithful teacher in Sabbath schools, 
leadei in prayer meetings. His daughter Maggie be¬ 
came the wife of Rev J. C. Carson, a well known 
minister in West Virginia and Tennessee. Adolphus 
Kerr, M. D., of Mill boro Depot, is his son, and his 

brother and mother reside there also. 

Colonel Kerr’s wife was Eliza Whitman, daughter 
of William Whitman, on Anthonys Creek. Mr Whit¬ 
man was a native of O 


ship, ]N T 


He 


ange County, Goshen Town- 
was a remarkable person, and 


influence was for 


The blessing called down by the good 
abide with his descendants to the third and 



eration 



kfc The mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to those who remember hi 





ment 



do them.’ 





MICHAEL CLEEK, 


The ance 





ear 





Knapp 


of the Cleek relationship in 
was Michael Cleek, who was one 
s ty occupy the attrative portion of 
reek valley adjacent to Driscol, and came 



1 




from Bath County. His wife was Margaret Hendei 
son Crawford, whose father was from Lancaster, Pa. 

lived in Bath County, near Windy Cove. 

Michael Cleek opened the lands comprised in the 
Peter L. Cleek, William H. Cleek, and Benjamin F. 
Fleshman properties—the persons just named being 
his grandchildren. With the exception of two or three 
very small clearings, it was a primitive, densely un¬ 
broken forest of white pine and sugar maple. He 
built a log cabin on the site of the new stable, and 
some years subsequently reared a dwelling of hewn 
timber, now the old stable at Peter L. Cleek s. 


The 


ate John Cleek, father of Peter and William, and who 
vas the oldest of the family, could just remember 


his parents settled 


They came out by the 


way of Little Back Creek, crossing the Alleghany 
Mountain opposite Harper’s. 


His mother carried him 



in her lap, horseback, all the way from Windy Cove 
Michael Cleek’s family consisted of three sons 
John, William, and Jacob; and three daughter 

and Violet. 

Elizabeth married Jesse Hull, of Anthonv’ 

7 »/ 

Their children were William Crawford, John, who 






in 



war; 





Andrew 7 , Mrs Margaret 
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, on Little Anthonvs 

•r- 

Fleshman, Mrs Alcinda Stephenson, 




r 











Charlotte Fertig, of Anthonys Cree 
a and Violet, the other 
pioneer Michael Cleek, died in early 



















plague,” and their brother Jacob 
aiue disease, aged eighteen years. 

William Cleek never married, and spent most of his 
ife with his brother John. The attachment these 
brothers had for each other was noticed and admired 
by all their acquaintances. They never seemed so 
well contented as when in each others company. His 
wit and good humor was remarkable. If all his funny 
harmless anecdotes could be recalled and written up, 
the result would be a very humorous book indeed, and 
nobody’s feelings wounded thereby. He could be 
fecetious without hurting any one s feelings—a gift 
rarely possessed by humorists. He told most of his 
jokes on himself. 

It now remains to make further mention of John 
Cleek, the eldest son of William Cleek’s pioneer home. 
He married Phcebe Ann Lightner, a daughter of Peter 

Lightner. 

John Cleek spent his life on the home farm, 
family consisted of three sons, Peter Lightner, William 
Henderson, and Shelton Washington. The daughters 
were Mary Ann, Caroline Elizabeth, Alcinda Susan, 
Margaret Eveline, aad Eliza Martha. 



Mary Ann was first married to Josiah 
was left a widow, and afterwards marr 









Hull. 


Her daughters are Mrs 
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Mis Tokev Hull. 

Caroline Elizabeth married the late Lanty Lockridge. 
Alcinda Susan married Hugh Devcr, and is now in 
Nebraska. 

Margaret Eveline married Renick Ward, late of 
Randolph County, and lives in Colorado. 

Shelton W. Cleek died in infancy. 

i 

William H. ('leek married Margaret Jane Fleshman. 

He died in 1899. 

Peter L. ('leek married Effie Mav Amiss. The 
pleasant home occupied by them is near the original 
site, across the valley from the public road, and near 
the foot hills of the Alleghany. Formerly the main 

£— 4 €.*■ 

road passed by the old Cleek homestead, crossing and 
recrossing the valley for the convenience of the resi¬ 
dents. Thus the traveler would cover a good many 
miles in making but little progress in direct distance, 
as matters were in former times. 




THOMAS McNElL f 

The McNeil relationship on Swago trace their ances- 

Thomas McNeil, who came to Swago from 
Capon Valley, Frederick County, between 1708 an 

His parents, whose names can not be recalle 
oin Scotland. Thomas McNeil's wife was 



1770 



came 




a- 




<9 



Franklin County, Virginia. 


About 1770 Thomas McNeil entered three hundret 


aci 














settled where Joseph Penile 
ie house occupied a few years 
le late William McNeil, one o 



m 



■ w 


ns 



f 




STOKY OF POCAHONTAS 



grandsons 
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is family of sons and daughters were 
jred in the course of veai 







%* 




went became useful citizens. 

, Absolem, Enoch, and Gabriel 









1 





tors were jSaomi ami Mary^ 

Naomi became Mrs Smith and Mary was mar 
William Ewing, and both went to Ohio, 

Gabriel married Rebecca Stephenson and 
where Jonathan McNeil now lives, then movec 
Jackson Countv, Ohio, where he became a well 









citizen. From information furnished by one 
grand-daughters we learn that he was the first surveyor 
of his adopted county, and one of the most prominent 
of the pioneers. Gabriel McNeil was a civil engineer, 
machinist, chemist, botanist, farmer, physician, and 
preacher, and not a quack in any one, says a writer in 
the Jackson County paper, who had been on a visit to 
the neighborhood where Dr McNeil had lived. 

Enoch McNeil married Jane Moore, and settled on 
what is now known as the “Enoch Place,” a section 


of the original homestead, but finally moved to Jack- 
son County, Ohio. 

Absolem married Comfort Smith, and went West. 
Jonathan, senior son of the pioneer 




Nei 


1 


married Phoebe Moore, a daughter of 




Moore, and settled at the Swago Mill, now 
WithrowMcClintic. He appears to have 
terprising person. Milling, weaving, fullin 
powder making were carried on under 
Coverlets woven by one Jones are still to 
Mrs Phoebe McNeil survived her husband 





















1 



.7 



February 13, 1774, and claim 
of age at the time of the Drinnan l 



TO 



m 




Baker and the Bridget 1 boys were killed 
The sons of Jonathan and Phoebe McNeil were John 
William, Moore, and Preston. Preston, while a 
boy three or four years of age, was drowned near the 
mouth of Dry Creek and his body was found some dis¬ 



tance below, near the fording. 


John McNeil married Rebecca McNeil, from Frank¬ 
lin Co., Va., and settled on Dry Creek at the place 
now occupied by his grandson, Charles McNeil. He 
was prominent in his church, the Methodist Episcopal; 
a member of the court, a faithful and competent school 
teacher, and possessed knowledge of medical remedies 
and at a time when physicians were no nearer than 
Frankford or the Warm Springs. His services freely 
given were of great comfort and relief to the suffering 
before regular attention could be had. Mrs Anna 
Moore, near Marlinton; the late Mrs Jane Kennison 
on Dry ( reek; Mrs Naomi Dilley, near Dilleys Mill; 

le late Washington McNeil, on Buck’s Run, where 

* 

Joseph B. McNeil now lives; the late John McNeil, 


Ji 


were 


merchant at Hillsboro, were his children. There 
other sons and daughters whose names are not 





u 


writer’s possession. 

Moore McNeil first married Martha McNair, of Au 

and settled on Dry Creek, near 
econd marriage was with Nancv 



moutl 












of William Auldridge, ancestor 





in our county. 


By 




daughters and one son 




% 






v manhood. Phoebe 
*/ 

Reuben E. Overholt; Nancy Jane 










m 








w illiam McNeil married Nancv Griffev 
county, Virginia, a daughter of a S 







came over with the Marquis Lafayette, and remained 
to became a citizen of the United States. 


settled 


nil the Thomas McNeil homestead. He was a popular 
school teacher, and among the earliest of his profession 


He taught a 


12 


in the present limits of our county, 
months school at the Marony Place, and had among 
his scholars the late Martha Adkisson, Agnes Gay and 
Andrew Gay, brother and sister of the late John Gay. 
Martha Young boarded with her sister Mrs Elizabeth 
Cochran. The Gays boarded with Jonathan McNeil, 
at the Mill. The Buckleys went to this school also.— 
William McNeil died a lingering and painful death of 
cancer. The sons of William and Nancy McNeil were 
Jonathan, James, Claiborne, and Moore. The daugh¬ 
ters were Jane, Elizabeth and Agnes. 


Jane McNeil was married to John E. Adkisson 


1 



settled on the head of Swago. She became the moth- 

* w # 

er of a worthy family of sons and daughters, was much 
esteemed for her amiable character, and died a few 
years since greatly lamented. 


Elizabeth was married 


Cochran 




I 



risoi 



al 


Cochran on Droop Mountain, and 
i county, where she died but recei 
ears of widowhood, greatly rnissec 
and children. 

Jonathan McNeil married Angelina 
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le late Daniel Adkisson, 




i 


i 


aJ 




v 


and 


th 3y 


settled on 







#» it 





Aaron 

Rev . 

Enoch 




uckeye, where he now reside 

Mrs John Buckley are their daughtei 





J 


William, Daniel, Doc, l 



▼ L* 


1 





th3 late McNeil were their sons. 



James McNeil, second son of William Mc¬ 
Neil, the teacher, married Sarah Young, and settle< 

ection of the homestead, where he now lives. 
After her lamented decease, he lived in Nicholas 

County a number of years, employed in house joining. 
At the opening of the war between the States he en¬ 
listed in the Confederate service in a volunteer compa¬ 
ny at Summersville as a lieutenant. Upon the reorgan¬ 
ization he was elected captain. He became a prisoner 
of war at the battle of Dro >p Mountain, an 1 was kept 
at Fort Delaware a long and tedious time. His second 
marriage was with Mrs Fannie Perkins, and he came 


back to the old home near Buckoye. His son Douglas 

« 

is employed as clerk in a government department at 
Washington. For years Captain McNeil has been dis¬ 
abled by rheumatic affection, but the worthy old veter- 

heart is still warm with sympathy for the 1 


an 


cau 


lost 



% 

/ t 



ne McNeil married Elizabeth Adkisson, and 
ives near Buckeye, on the place bequethed him by 



relativ 


C 



1 








m 


T 



Hi 


“Little John’ 5 McNeil. Their dau 

is the wife of Joseph Pennell, who 

Their sons were the late Joshua 

Senator N. C. McNeil, of 

marriage was with Margaret 













m 





HISTORY OF POl'AHONTAS C 









Moon* McNeil, the Youngest son 

, became a preacher, and enter 
r the auspices of the Methodist 
and traveled many years with marked success 
















in the counties of 



Virginia 




son. 


River. His wife was Miss Eliza 

At the present time he resides at 












in Ritchie County. He is however still vigorous, 
performs much ministerial service, in connexion 
the duties laid upon him by the care of a large 
and the management of extensive farming operation 
Thus we have traced the history of Thomas McNeil, 
the pioneer of Swago, as exemplified by brief allusions 
to those of his descendants whose names have been 
communicated to us. His name deserves honorable 
recognition for his courage in penetrating the danger- 
recesses of these forest wilds, at the time among the 
most exposed and dangerous points of the Indian 
froutier. He overcame difficulties and encourages 
others to do the same, and showed how it was done. 
Then when this place came to be too narrow, his sons 
and daughters trained by him were fitted to make the 
best of the opportunities opened up on the Ohio fron¬ 
tier and were ready for them. 


WILLIAM A. GUM. 
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Highland County (then Pendleton) in 1831, and locat¬ 
ed on the Redden place near Greenbauk, now occupied 
by John Grogg. In 1841, Mr Gum moved to Back 

settled in the woods, and 










now in the possession of his sons. 

a n was Elizabeth, daughter of Ja nes Higgin 



of Pendleton. They were the parents of one daughter 
and two sous: Margaret Elsie, James Henry, and 
Francis McBryde. 



ret was first married to James A. Logan, and 
first settled on a section of the homestead. Her child¬ 
ren were John Commodore, who died in 1861 while 
quite young, and Elizabeth, who became Mrs E. O. 
Moore, and lived on Deer ('reek near Greenbauk. 

By her second marriage Mrs Logan became Mrs 
Gragg, and lives on Back Mountain near the home - 
stead. It is her mother in law, Mrs Zebulon Gragg, 
who is believed to be the oldest person now living in 
the countv. 




"LI 

w 



z 


8 


daug 


James H. Gum fisrt married Sally Ann, daughter of 
on Gragg, and settled on a part of the hoine- 
His second marriage was with Tilda Hoover, 




* of Abel Hoover, near Gillespie 


He 


was a 


Confederate soldier, attached .to the 62d Regiment of 

infantry, that formed a part of General 1m- 




command. 


Francis 



from 




) Gum first married Elizabeth 
and settled on the home 















o children by this marriage 
irginia Elizabeth, who are 


1 







Montgomery Citv, Missouri. His second marria 

O m m * 
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Caroline Amanda, daughter < 
wife was Comfort Slaven 
Houchin family was from east Virginia 
McBrvde Gum was a Confederate 






« 






o# 






t 



c 











Ik 


out with the Greenbank company, known as 
31st Virginia Infantry. He volunteered in 
861, and served throughout the war, and as 
wounded three times he is to be remembered as a bat 
tie scarred veteran of that mvsterious and strange wai 
between the States. 

Those who are familiar with the history of the 
Virginia Infantry, need not be reminded that no regi 



ment in the service of the Confederacy lias a more in- 

»' 

foresting and honorable record, or more frequently 
posted in the “deadly imminent breach or more re¬ 
lied on in dire emergencies. 

Fortunately Mr Gum's wounds were slight and 
not disable him for any 



length 


of time. The first 




wound was received in the bloody affair at 

•/ 

vania Court House. The second wound was 
at Liberty, Bedford County, when General Hunter 
repulsed at Lynchburg. The third wound was receiv 
ed at the battle of Winchester. Instead of a wound 
ic had his mustache neatly and closely trimmed off 

* %f ** 

a in inn ie ball at the battle of Cold Harbor. Clippers 
might have done the trimming a little more in style, 
but not near so quickly. 



He was twice a prisoner of war. He 

time at Uriah Hevener's, in 

The second time he was taken at 



c 





s 










ed. 

Back Mountain, in October, 1864. This time 
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where lie 


ed on parole, he was taken 

many privations, 



•i i* 











j 



a time of it. 


1 


He blames the cook 



ever 



the most of the hardships attending 





prisonment. It seems that the cook was infected with 

spirit of speculation that was so much in the air 
•ing war time, and saw a chance to realize some 
pocket money from the rations he drew at the com mi 



sary. While the cook would draw very liberal rations, 
le was excessively economical in feeding them out. 
There were but two meals a day, breakfast and sup¬ 


per 


For breakfast the bill of fare consisted of a slice 


of very light bread, about four lingers broad, half tin 
cup of weak coffee, and a slice of bacon two fingers 
broad and not much longer. Supper was served at 4 
p. m., consisting uniformilv of a tin cup of coffee and 
another small slice of bread, but no meat. It is but 
just to remark that all this was without the knowledge 
of the Federal officer in charge. An individual who 
had been in the Southern service was the cook, and 
took advantage of this opportunity to make a little 
something for himself. He had found out that Con¬ 
federates were in the habit of living on little or 





1 


and to feed such was just to his advanta 




He would make a nice thing of it and they would not 

rence, and would think they had gotten 


k 



i 





would be allowed. 

Thus with the cheerful assistance of McBryde 








these sketches has had it in his pow 
to illustrate the family history of William A. Gum, 




worthy citizen of our county in his day. All who 


i 
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me 
as 



* 






i 



illiam A. Gum have a 


>r, friend, and substantial, 







>1 


© 




m _ « 




11 ® 









ie wav lie came to have a in 



m 











of the usual order. When Dunkum 

store at Dun more, William Gum was 






t 



There was another William 



un 



% 


Oil) 






vicinitv of Greenbank, and the merchant to note t 
difference and not get their accounts mixed, called 
one from Back Mountain “William Alleghany” oi 

books. In settling he had Mr Gum to sign his 
William A. Gum. From that circumstance he alwav 
thus signed his name in business affairs and in corres¬ 
pondence, and so got his middle name Alleghany long 
after he became a grown person. In studying the 
origin of names, it is interesting to find that a large 
number of names have originated from where persons 
happened to live. 

Forty-nine years ago, in August, the writer spent an 
hour or two at his newly made home in the woods, and 
ever since there has been a beautiful picture in his 
mind of a truly contented man with his home and sur¬ 
roundings, endowed with the power of making 
and all around him pleasant and cheerful. 



T1 



JACOB GUM, 

second group of the Gum relations 







of Jacob Gum, who came 



& 





t§ 




now Crabbottoin, in Highland County, soon ; 
war of 1812. Upon his marriage with Martha Hone 
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near Greenbank, on land now ownec 



A. Li 


© 



© 



part of his wife’s patrimony were two 







Delpli and Daphne, and in theii 
were curiosities in this region. 
ie settled on the place now held by 






Beard 

Mr 



Mrs Gum were the parents of seven sons 


and four daughters 


The girls were Mary, Margaret 


1 





ill ie 


Mary married Randolph Powhatan Bouldin, a jour¬ 
neyman shoemaker. 

Nancy married William Sutton, and lived on prop¬ 
erty lately occupied by Craig Ashford. Her children 
were Robert, George, Sherman, Eldridge, Anna, now 
Mrs Craig Ashford; Magnolia, and Mary. 

Margaret Gum married Charles Mace and went to 
Missouri. 

Nellie was a lifelong invalid. 

William M. Gum married Sallie Tall man, and lived 
on Deer Creek. His children were George, Franklin, 
Samuel, Milton, Lee, Martha Jane, now Mrs W. J. 
Wooddell, of Addison; Caroline, who became Mrs La¬ 
mer; Ella, now Mrs Brown Trainer; Rebec¬ 
ca, now Mrs Lee Burner; Marietta, now Mrs Enos 
Tallman; and Nancy, who died at the age of four years. 





McBride Jackson Gum married Eliza Thomas 


1 



Harrison 




mar 






sons and 













, Ya., and spent much of his 

er Creek. His family consisted of four 
daughters: Brown, William, Filmore, 

Caroline. McBride J 

•ate soldier, and served 
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J 


aptain J. W. Marshall's con 



m 







Jacob Gum, Junior, married 

to Ohio. 

s Gum married Jane Hartmai 
He was a blacksmith b\ 




§ 







mi 



H 




no. 





t ate wood Gum went to Ohio when a young single 
lan and settled there. 

Robert N. Gum married Anna Rilev and re 

§ * 

ie old Cooper farm, two miles east of Greenbank 
His sons are William, John, and Joseph. The daugh 
ters are Elizabeth, who became Mrs Harry Burner am 
went to Wyoming; Mrs Anna Cooper, and Blanche. 
Robert N. Gum was a brave Confederate soldier in 


c 


ool- 


« 

the 31st Virginia Infantry. On account of his 
ness and self possession under fire he was frequently 
selected for ambulance service on the field in caring 
for the wounded. To be efficient for such a service 
requires more than ordinary nerve, and he was found 
to be well qualified for it. In times of peace he has 
become well known as a miller, and is now managing 
tbe Ilevener Mill, on the North Branch of Deer Creek. 

John E. Gum married Harriet Hudson, and lives on 
a section of the Bible place, two miles from 
bank. He was a Confederate soldier in the 18th 
ginia Cavalry, under Colonel W. L. Jackson, 












well his part amid the sufferings and 
iers had to endure on the outposts < 

From J. E. Gum the writer derived \ 

, as we sat on our horses one warm 
, after a casual meeting in the public 
The Pocahontas groups of 










m 
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trace their ancestry to the Highland families of that 
name. These Highland families have for their pro¬ 
genitors pioneers who are believed to be from western 
Maryland, and among the earlier settlers of Pendleton, 
possibly antedating the Revolution. 


HENRY HARPER, 


Among the persons whose industry, economical hab¬ 
its, and wise management of diversified useful indus¬ 
tries did much for the development of our county, the 
name of Henry Harpe, Senior, is richly deserving of 
respectful notice. He was a native of Pendleton Coun¬ 
ty, a son of Nicholas Harper, a native of Germany, 
who lived on the South Branch. Henry Harper's wife 
was Elizabetli Lightner, daughter of William Lightner, 
Senior, on Back Creek. For a few years after his 
marriage he lived on the Branch. About 1812, Nich¬ 
olas Harper bought two hundred acres from Abram 
Duffield and Colonel John Baxter, on Knapps C reek, 
and on this purchase Henry settled. 

The young settlers from Pendleton County found a 
few acres of cleared land. The thickets of thorn 
crab apple and wild plums were almost impenetrable 



The 









pigs, and calves had to be penned b} 
otect them from wolves and bears. 




v 





persistent effort land was cleared and 





r 






At 



Ci 




uggestion, William Civey, of Anthonvs 
v a tan yard. Then Mr Harper established 



a 



.smith shop and built the 




tilt h 



$ 


1.11 





■1 



r» 


Thin shop was carried on 





personal supervision. Ralph Wanless, 






own 


v 




> undleton County, the late Anthony 
Swago, and others, learned the trade 










were 



good blacksmiths. Mr Harper also i 





tiouring mill, which was operated by himsel 
Samuel chiefly. Father and son were smiths and 




•/ 


ers and alternated in their work. William Gibson, late 
of Huntersville, and Henry Harper were the contrac¬ 
tors that built the Warm Springs and Huntersvi 
turnpike sixty-five years ago. Captain William Coch¬ 
ran, late of Stony ('reek, was their piincipal foreman 
and manager in construction. In the meantime the 
farm was duly attended to and much land cleared for 
grain and hay; additional lands bought and a splendid 
estate became his. 

He had a passion for hunting, which he indulged in 
merely for recreation. 

He died in 1859, agod 70 years. Mrs Harper fo 
lowed her husband in 1876, aged 86 years. 

In personal appearance Mr Harper was of medium 
stature, somewhat stooped in the shoulders, 
was soft and flute like in tone, very quiet and retiring 
in his manners and leisurely in his movement 
yet his establishment was a busy hive of i 



voice 






moved on like clockwork. 

His family consisted of five sons and four 

i, Sally, Anna, and Susan. 

Jacob, William, Samuel, Henry, and 














I 


m 





ourteen. 
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Jacob 


eorge 





married Lydia Civey, daughter o 
of Anthony s Creek, and settled on 




Meadow Creek, Greenbrier County, and finally 

roe County, where his family yet resides 

er married Elizabeth Civey, 

1 / 7 

and settled on the farm now held 



William 




J acob 





pa 

hi 



Their daughter Elizabeth Luena is 


L. Harper, near Sunset. His last years were 
on Greenbrier River at the Friel place, where 
on William now resides. 

Samuel Harper married Malinda Moore, and lives 
on the old homestead, where he yet resides in the 87th 
ear of his life, 
the widowed wife of Rev James E. Moore. Sarah Ann 
married Washington Herold, near Frost. Matilda 
married Frances Dever. Their son, Preston Harper, 
married Lucretia Gum, daughter of Henry Gum, late 
of Frost. Frank Wilson Harper married Anna Gum, 
sister of Mrs Preston Harper. William Lightner Har¬ 
per 
near Sunset. 

Samuel Harper’s second wife was Margaret Jane, 


married Emma, daughter of George Hamilton, 


daughter of John Gum, 


of Highland County. 


Her 


daughter, America, married R. D. Rimel, and Virgin 





died of diptheria at the age of five years. 
Henry Harper, Junior, married Phoebe 



am 


t 









H 



William 



place now owned by Reddy Goulet, noai 
children were Peter and Rachel Ann. 

in early manhood. Rachel Ann marriet 

d, of Nicholas County, where 








m 

9 



Harper, Junior, died of 
while repairing a gate. 


an 




n 

O 
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i, eldest daughter of 
anies R. Foage, and lived first 
011 land iiow held by Preston Clark, 
Edrav, where they both recently died. 



in an* 


& 




le Levels. 






was an in 


t 

t 



for seventeen years from 










ilost of the time too weak to help herself, 
und for many years spent most of the days 
the nights a patient and helpful watcher at her bed- 

Her sons were J. R. Foage, Henry Foage, and 

Elizabeth Foage, 


side. 


Willin'n Foage. 


Their daughters: 


t! i e 


tirst wife of Rev George F. Moore; Mary 


I 



1' 



» %2 
C 


the wife of Amos Barlow; S trail Ann Foage, the first 
wife of George Baxter, near Edrav, and Amanda, 
wife of Levi Waugh, on the old homestead. 

Anna Harper was the tirst wife of A. Washington 
Moore, rfear Frost. Her daughter Sally married Za- 
chariah Gum, son of the late Henry Gum. Her hus- 

' t/ 

hand was killed by a falling limb, and she was left a 
widow with three small children. Mary Moore married 




John Varner at the Big Spring of Elk. Ella Moore 


married Benjamin Varner, and now lives in Iowa. 
Anna Moore is at home with her father, the venerable 



Washington Moore, near Frost. Newton Moore, Z 


Moore, J. A. Moore, and Price Moore are his sons. 
Sally Harper married James Malcomb and locatet 


in Nicholas County, where her family now resit 
far as known. 

Susan Harper, the fourth daughter, man* 

, McCarty, near Hillsboro. 










Jo 

were Ellis McCarty, the late Mrs G 





ren 



m 



rv, ai 


i# 


* 

I 





McCarty, who died a few years since 

•/ 7 •/ 
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same parties put up the tilt hammer and shop. The 
residence near the road was built by John Irvine, and 
Chesley K. Moore erected the dwelling beyond the 

creek. 


The mill stones first used in the Harper mill were 
made by Adam Sharatt, near Friel's, on the Green¬ 
brier River. This person lived at the Sharatt place, 
three or four miles up the Greenbrier from Marlinton, 
where he had a mill. The first burrs were bought at 
John Bradshaw's sale, near Huntersville. These hav¬ 
ing been used for years, Mr Harper replaced them by 
burrs brought from Rockingham County, Virginia. 
The Bradshaw burrs are now in Highland County, 
taken there years ago by Mr Shultz. Tne Harper mill 
succeeded the Roage mill, owned bv Peter Lightner. 
The rocks used by that mill are now on Cummings 
Creek, near Huntersville, taken there by the late Price 
McComb, and therefore must be among the oldest in 
the county—of their dimensions. 


JOHN H. CONRAD, 






HJKfOKY OF 1'oCAHoXTAg COL*STY 







now occupied by 
land, him] in tin* v 
him! bin wife Elizabeth, whoi 
bored, were from Maryland. 


Orndorf. It preempted 

. It is believed that lie 


They 


were 


t!i 


t » 


parent 


of three souk, Solomon, John, and David; and three 
daughters, Marv, Nancy, and Sallv. Nancv and Sailv 

** 7 » 1 W " * « m 


died in youth, 
lived a short \v 
them moved to 

John Count 
there. 


M ary 







ame Mrs Charles Martin, 
Conrad homestead, and 








of this State 




t 



1 


m.trrie 1 


44 


i ul 


s 



David Conrad died young 


Solomon Conrad married Mary Hogsett Brown 
near PurmiNsus, Augusta County. John Brown 





r, elaimed all the land by preemption from Par- 
iiitssas to the head of Deer ('reek, and it was from him 


Harmon Conrad obtained his ho nestead. 


Mi 



moved 




County, and it was 



muii Conrad was married, and settled soon 

the 





the Conrad Homestead. 

three children, John, Margaret 


were 





Marv Ann. 


John married Huldah Sutton and settled on the 



section of tin 


4 





I 






omestead. Their children 

and Alice. 

Kerr, daughter of Jacob 
Creek. Emorv married 


Ma- 


wero (diaries, Emorv 

§ 

Charles married 
Kerr, and settled < 

Eliza Wooddell, and lived near Liberty C hurch, 
rietta became Mrs Wilson Pugh, and lived on the 
homestead, Alice became Mrs Milton Gum, and set¬ 
tled on the Deer Creek homestead. 

Margaret, daughter of Solomon Conrad, became Ad- 
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i 

& 







gham's first wire. 

es in Dakotah. 


Hei 


surviv 






and 



Mary Ann Conrad became Mrs William Orndoi 

homestead. William Orndorf wa 

He w.is a soldier i;i t!ie Mexican 






War 


1 







with a company from Memphis, led 
iam L. Lacev. One of Lacey's lieuten¬ 


ants 



the person who afterwards in the Civil War 


1 


le battle on Alleghany Mountain, was a captain of 
Artillery, and was killed in that action. Mary Ann's 
children were Oscar, Margaret, Mollie, Esta, and 
Laura. Margaret became Mrs Samuel McAlpin, and 

settled at Co wen, Webster Count v. Mollie Orndorf 

7 

became Mrs Schuyler Fitzgerald, and lives near Green- 
bank. Esta Orndorf married J. C. Crowley, and lives 
near Green bank. Laura became Mrs Loriug Kerr, 
and lives on the Alleghany. Oscar Conrad married 
Nebraska Gum, and lives on the Deer ( reek home¬ 
stead. Their children are Lela, Mamie, and Cassie. 

Mrs Solomon Conrad was a lady of great piety and 
genteel deportment, and a model housekeeper. 


• 4 • 


moil Conrad was one of the sterling citizens 


Solo- 
of the 



times. His experience in the war of 1812 was 


one o 



il, danger, and lifelong sorrow. 


Drafted as a soldier, he was marched to Norfolk, 

over three 




was 







n 





He wa 


% 





red miles,—served his time 
discharged, and walked back to 
me, infected with the deadly army 

7 tf •* 

o few ever recovered of the mountaineei 
e to get home, and was at once 
of the soldier's return were in 


is 





it 



4 < 
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to sadness. The entii 





v 








A\i 



\\ e re 



< 



icr 


< 



vith the fever, ami David, 

>nie to their graves very soon, 
Long as Solomon Conrad lived 
sad home coming seemed to over 


? 






demeanor. 


imparted a tone of subdued sad lie 
In mature life lie made a professio 
trust in Christ and lived devoutly, honestly, a: 
sistentlv. 

t/ 

There 
Mountain 



is much reason for believing that 






7 




ie memories 


n 







* 






and Browns Creek derive their names from 
Solomon Conrad's father-in-law, John Brown, late 
Montgomery County, elsewhere referred to. 






MICHAEL DAUGHERTY, 

>» 

Among the early permaneut settlers of Knapps 
( reek, and a person of some prominence in county 
affairs was Michael Daugherty. He was a native of 
Ireland and came from Donegal, and settled here 
about 1770. The property he owned is now in 
session of Peter L. ( leek, William L. Harper, an 
Kuckman sisters Margaret and Nancy. Mrs Di 
erty was Margaret McClintic, whose parents lived m 
Staunton, Virginia. They were the parents of se\ 
children, four daughters and three sons. 

Their daughter Martha became Mrs John 
ived in Nicholas County. 

m/ 

Isabella Daugherty was married to Wi 












and 


<8 



T 




on Douthards Creek. The late 
, on the Indian Draft, was 













i 


whei 
dam 


went 




Daugherty became Mrs Adam Sharatt 
on the Greenbrier three miles above Marl in ton, 
built a mill, traces of which yet remain. The 

long after the mill went out of n 
It was finally destroyed as a nuisance 





ruin 


A more substantial structure of the kind perhaps wa 



never constructed anywhere in this region. 

the Sharatts went to Jacksons River, near the head¬ 
waters. 

Margaret Daugherty married William Ruckman and 
first lived in Highland, afterwards came to Knapps 
Creek to the old homestead. In reference to her fam¬ 
ily we have the following particulars: 

Isabella Ruckman died at the age of fourteen years. 
Mary Ann Ruckman, a very sprightly, interesting per¬ 
son, was an invalid from her early youth, and died but 
a few years since. Two other daughters, Margaret and 
Nancy Ruckman, live on the homestead. Michael 
Daugherty Ruckman married Jane Minter, of Cumber- 
nd County, Virginia, and settled near Mingo, in 
Randolph County. Thomas Ruckman married Mary 
Minter, and settled in Cumberland County. Mrs Mat- 
Riggleman is his only surviving child. Samuel 
Ruckmau married Elizabeth Hall, near the Big Sprin 

settled in Randolph County. Mrs Lu 
her sister Ardelly Ruckman are her chi 
Ruckman died at the age of thirteen year 
to the sous of Michael Daugherty 
names were John, Samuel, and 



of Elk, 

Swecker 


ren. 

In 











9 



1 




inf 01 


John Daugl 







the Onion 
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MU 





•garet Clark, and settled i 







nine 




Daugherty died in early youth at the 
Run. William Daugherty married a 

iving a few years on Knapps Creek 











Wytl le County, Virginia. 


Wellington 






w 



now lives near Sunset, is a great- 







first 

this 





chael Daugherty. 

It is believed that Michael Daugherty built 

tub mill, propelled by water power, anywhere 
whole region. The site was on Mill Run, near 
and eoine traces of it vet remain. This mill seems 
have been patronized by all sections of upper 
hontas, and had the reputation of being one of the best 
of its kind. 

It may be news to many of our esteemed readers 
that there was a “real old Irish gentleman ! among 
those who endured the toils, privations, and perils that 
were peculiar to the early occupancy of this region, 
yet such appears to be the fact, as attested by authentic 
tradition. He grew to manhood having the privileges 




and advantages enjoyed by the sons of the Irish land¬ 
ed gentry. As far as possible he wished to have 
aristocratic usages in his home on the frontier. He 
was one of the few settlers that attended sales in 
ton or Culpepper Courthouse, where the service 
passengers were put up at auction in order 
le charges for transportation from foreign 
a passenger could pay all charges himself 

or the same, it became his patent 
in the new world; but if he could not, 










cou 




make good his claim to 








* 



? 5 


i 



orne of us people used to hear so much talked 

times when Michael Daugherty 


In those 








was living, if a person could pay his own way 

ire or purchase the services 
were less fortunate, then he was one of “the 

A 



% 






J 1 




to do both, then Michael Daugherty 


was one of the first of the 


new fledged nobility that 


occu 



the Knapps Creek region. 


With the notions peculiar to the Irish gentry, their 
young people felt it was essential to their comfort to 


Such 


a 


have servants come and go at their bidding, 
domestic arrangement was a pleasant shade in summer 
and a good warm fire in winter. The tradition is that 
Michael Daugherty was one of the first to enjoy the 
shade alluded to and the winter fires. 

It is believed by his descendants that his father had 
designed his son Michael for the Catholic priesthood, 
and with a view to this had given him special educa¬ 
tional advantages. Before receiving holy orders, the 
father died. It appears that in arranging the affairs 
pertaining to the settlement of the estate, in some way 
a serious disagreement arose between Michael and his 
step mother, and he thereupon received a portion o 
the gf>ods allotted him and he came to America, 



seem 





have been lost sight of the Donegal Daugher- 
is believed with good reason that could Mieh- 






s descent have been shown to the sati 





I 





Court of Claims, that his West 




heirs would have come in for a handsome 
ancestral legacies. 
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TMOTHY McCARTY. 

The progenitor of the McCarty connexion 
ic earliest pioneers in our county, 

McCarty, a native of Ireland. He settled 

& 

Creek previously to the Revolution, and was 
in that memorable war for independance. He 
speak from experience that hard was the conte 
liberty and the struggle for independance. 








With 





humble hand he helped to make the history that form 
one of the most instructive chapters in the annals 
human endeavors for life, liberty, and the pursuit o 
happiness. 

His first marriage was with Nancy Honeyman, and 
settled on lands now in the possession of Wilson Rider 
and the Gibson brothers near Frost; thence moved to 
Browns Mountain and opened up the property now in 
the possession of Amos Barlow. 

By the first marriage there were seven sons: Danie 
Preston, Justin, James, Thomas,—the names of the 
other two not remembered. All of these sons were 


the war of 1812. and 


to Pocahontas—Daniel McCarty—to live, 
either perished in the war, or went to 


returned 


rest 








Kentucky. 

Timothy McCarty's second marriage wa 
Waugh, sister of Samuel Waugh of the Hills, whose 
memoirs appear elsewhere. By this 
were thirteen children. The names of 


marriage 






are m 






Eli, Reuben, Samuel, 





J 
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Martha, and Sally. 

Nancy was married to Robert McClarv, a saddler 



m 





1 



finally went to Ohio. 












Jane became Mrs Harvey Casebolt, and after 

of Locust Creek, went to one 
western counties of the State. 

was married to Ezekiel Boggs, in Greenbrier 

.Eli married Margaret Moore, and lived most of 
married life on the place lately occupied by John Sim¬ 
mons, head of Stony Creek. Ilis daughter Jane was 
married to John Simmons. * Robert, Amanda, Marga¬ 
ret, Calvin, Milton, Warwick, and Nancy are their 
children. 

Reuben McCarty lived and died unmarried. 

Samuel Waugh McCarty married Phoebe Moore, a 
daughter of “Pennsylvania'’ John Moore. Their 
children were James, George, Margaret, William, 
Elizabeth, and Peter. In reference to Samuel McCar¬ 
ty’s family the following particulars are available. 

James McCarty went to Ohio, married Mary Had¬ 
den, and thence went to Minnesota. His second mar¬ 
riage was with Melissa Overly. 


George McCarty, a Union soldier, 3d West Virginia 
Cavalry, Company I, was killed at the battle of Win¬ 
chester under Sheridan. 

William McCarty, a Union soldier, 10th West Vir- 

iment, Company A, died at home, in 
Margaret McCarty was married to James Curry 












Elizabeth McCarty, a life long invalid, but an 

useful person, died a few years since 
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homestead 


I 







1 artv was a Cnion voter 



n 




& 




II 


m * 







ry, Company I. 


He 


niarnei 












▼ • 


ir 


Hill, daughter of Aaron Hill on 
and resides on the homestead near Dilleys 
names of their children are James William, 

Frances, Amos Hedrick, Albert Granville, Carri 
ginia, and Mary Price. 

Jacob McCarty, son of Timothy McCarty, 

«' ' */ flu 

member of the West Virginia legislature in the recon¬ 
structive period. His first marriage was with Annie 
Boggs of Greenbrier, and lived on Droop Mountain. 
There were six children by this marriage: Samuel, 
Elizabeth, Mahala, Melissa, Julia, and Franklin. 




The 


second marriage was with Hannah Brock, of Droop 
Mountain. George and Fanny are the children by 
this marriage. George McCarty lives on the home¬ 
stead on Droop Mountain, overlooking the Hillsboio 
charming landscape. 

Miss Susie McCarty and her brothers, James H. and 
Thomas, teachers in the public schools, are the 

children of Jacob McCarty. Their parents Samue 
and Eliaabeth McCartv of Bruffevs Creek. 





Jacob McCarty, Esq., as already intimated 



prominent in the political affairs of our county 


1 



after the war between the States. 


He 


seem 




been quite ready at repartee. Soon after 

some one undertook to 



1 









m 


this fashion: 


“Well, Jake, you have been to the legislator 
found out what a fool you are.” 
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rejoined Mr McCarty, “and that i 

for yourself.’ 1 




Daniel 





tlie only one of the seven 
•ty that went to the war of 






Pocahontas permanently. 


His 






daughter of “Pennsylvania” John 



« 



and 



lived on Browns Mountain. 


Their 



were George, John David, Margaret, Louisa, and Jane. 

♦ 

George McCarty married Eliza Herold, and settled 


where Sheldon Moore now lives. The names of their 


children were Andrew, Lanty, Catherine, Ella, and 

Lillie. 

John David McCarty married Susan Harper and 
lived near Hillsboro. Their children were Ellis, the 
late Mrs Julia Curry, Sherman, who was drowned in a 
tan vat; Martha and Della, who died young. 

Margaret McCarty was married to Jeremiah Oil ley, 
and lived near Mount Tabor. 

Louisa became Mrs Warwick Jackson. 

Jane was married to Henry Tomlinson and settled 
in Iowa. 

Daniel McCarty when in service was in the compa- 
commanded by Captain William Cackley, living at 
time at Millpoint. He was greatly attached to 
captain, and seemed never to tire in rehearsing the 
deeds of kindness and careful attention performed 

hi 













l 





run 



esteemed captain. 

lis war stories the old soldier seemed 
in telling how the turkeys would 
into camp, when he would be foraging for 
fresh to eat for his messmates. In explain- 






f 
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is could be for a soldier 







claimed 


muse 




mve been, Daniel would wink one eve, fix 

•> T 

to be 


tobacco, and stud} awhile, and if it 
in a refreshment room, he would have to 

cent Kerrs Creek whiskey. 

When ready he would tell how he would 
hooks uith grains of corn, and 

















throw 

where the turkeys could see it, and when one 
take the bait it would start right for him, 
break for the camp, and the old gobbler would never 
stop or let him alone until it was knocked on the head. 

Then it was his time to tackle the brave old critter and 
fix him for a turkey roast, for giving him such a scare 
and hard race. 

When it was insinuated that it took him a very long 
time to tell nothing much at last, his rejoinder would 
come quick as a flash: When there is nothing much 
to talk to it takes time to say nothing much, as the 
Preacher tells us. 

We have thus traced as well as we could the familv 
history of Timothy McCarty, with such assistance 
Mrs Margaret Simmons and James H. McCarty 
able to render. The narrative is brought down within 
he memory and observation of the living. Some fu¬ 
ture biographer of the McCarty connection should col- 



ect material for correction and 
day. 




expansion 




later 



McCarty was one of those who 
ful in the struggle for American i 
one of the few Revolutionary veteran 
mountain land. 






* 



in o u i 
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JACOB CASSELL, 

ancestor of the numerous 




© 





ear 




t name, was a native of Pendleton 

he came to Bath, where he 





Nancy McLaughlin, a sister of Squire Hugh Mcl 
in, late of Marlinton. After living several 



vears 

#/ 





Bath, he bought out Mr Deaver, on Greenbrier River, 
three miles west of Green bank, now known as the Cas¬ 
sell fording. Here he settled and became a wellknown 

His 


citizen of our county, about seventy years ago. 
family were two daughters and five sons: William, 
Jacob, John, Samuel, James, Nancy and Jane. 

William married Matilda Wanless, and settled on 
Back Alleghany where he spent the remainder of his 
life—he was eigthy-two years old when he died. lie 
was married twice. The first children were Nancy 

r 

Jane and George. The daughter became Mrs Henry 
Barlow and lives near Ed ray. George was a Confed¬ 
erate soldier and died of wounds during the war. Wil- 
am Cassell's second marriage was with Nancy Collins. 



By this marriage there were seven children. Mary 
Catherine became Mrs Thomas Beverage; Martha El¬ 
len was married to Robert Sutton, a prominent teacher 
of schools; William, Jr., married India Sutton 
settled on the homestead; Louisa was married to 
Cassell and lives near the old home; Charles 
Annie 














lives at Huttonsville. 
years; George went to Texas 






many adventures on cattle ranches was drowned 
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Jacob Cassell's son, Jacob, marriec 


daughtei 





le late William Snarp, ueai 



ev, and settled in Illinois. 

Jo 






Sam 


, third son of Jacob Cassell, man* 

% 

went to the far West. 

Cassell, the fourth son, married Eliza 






m 








ler 


mlinson, of Augusta county, near 
Virginia, and lived for a while on the Gi 
loinestead, then settled on Back Alleghany on 
now held by his son, Jacob Cassell. Samuel's 
ter married Harvey Hevener, and lived on the Green 

ay 7 




brier, four miles, above the old homestead; Jacob mar¬ 
ried Clara Sutton, daughter of the late Samuel Sutton, 
and settled on Back Alleghany; Mary Ann married 
Cyrus Tallmau and settled on Back Alleghany; Alice 
married John Wooddell and settled near Travelers Re 
pose; Margaret Jane married George Baxter, near Ed- 
ray. It is to this member of the Cassell family that 
the writer is mainly indebted for assistance in prepar¬ 
ing this paper. Rachel married Zechariah Swink and 
lives on Back Alleghany; Hannah married George 


Wanless and lived on the old Wanless homestead 


1 


Huldah became Mrs George Auldridge and lives near 



James Cassell, son of Samuel, married Margaret 
Ann Swink, of Rockbridge county, Virginia, and set¬ 
tled on the Greenbrier homestead. His son John 

Allegha- 










Green 



Louisa Cassell and settled on 

uel married Martha Hevener and lives on 
, near the old Cassell home; 

and lives on 
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arried Lydia Galford and settled on 
; Ella married Henry Kessler and lives in 
same neighborhood. Nancy Jane married Benja- 






a Minister of the German Baptist church 
married Amos Gillespie, justice 
peace and a prominent teacher in the public 







and 



at Cass. 


Nancy Cassel, daughter of Jacob Cassell the ances¬ 
tor, married Allen Galford, and lived on the Green¬ 
brier near the mouth of Deer Creek. 

Jane Cassell, the other daughter of Jacob Cassel, 
married Jacob Wilfong, and when last heard from 
they were in Minnesota. Their children were Jacob 
and Margaret Jane. 

Jacob Cassell, Senior, the founder of the C assell 
family in upper Pocahontas, was a person of remarka¬ 
ble muscular strength and agility. He was passionate- 
industrious, and even in extreme old age never sat¬ 
isfied without something useful to do. He and his 
family have done very much in developing that part of 
le county where he resided. In his attire he was very 
neat and particular, and a perfect gentleman in his de¬ 
portment. His personal influence and example were 
for fair dealing, strict integrity, and pure morals, 
lived to be ninety-two years of age. Mrs Cassell 
several years before her husband. Her death was oc¬ 





casioned by 



hemorrhage, brought on by over 


exertion in crossing a very high rail fence. 


With 



assistance of a grand daughter 









venerated persons, the compiler has been 

of two very worthy 
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JOHN COLLINS. 

For nearly a hundred years the name Collins 

*j •' 

>een a familiar one among our people. 



The 


pro 




tor was John Collins, a native of Ireland. He found 
his way from Pennsylvania to Pendleton county, 



ere 


lie met and married Barbara Full. He first settled on 

the Dun woody place, near Meadow Dale, in Highland. 

About the year 1800 he moved to what is now Poca- 

•/ 

hontas county, and settled on the Greenbrier on lands 
now held by William H. Collins, and built up a home. 
There had been some improvements begun by former 
settlers, but so little that to all intents and purposes he 
settled in the woods. Mr and Mrs Collins were the 
parents of four sons and four daughters: John, James, 


Lewis and Charles; Barbara, Susannah, 
Elizabeth. 

Barbara went west; it is believed to Ohio; 
became Mrs George Nottingham and lived in 
county, Ohio; Elizabeth became Mrs William 
and went toMarion county, Ohio. 

eference to the sons of John Collin 
was a dealer in horses, an 

Richmond with a drove he was never 
wards. The probability seems to be that 


Marv 


T * 
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Jaine 



Heni 






was a 


Lewi 


Ridge. 

to Lawrence county, Ohio 
daughter of Judge Davidson, sett 
ow Iron ton, and reared a large family 

•ous prominent citizen, 
facetiously called the “monarch of 







r 







surv 






being regarded by common consent the 



strongest, most athletic and largest man in the county. 

He excelled as a ditcher, fence builder and mower. He 

• • 

many large tracts of land, and cleared many 
fields. He was noted for his good temper and jovial 
disposition. He never was known to provoke any one 

of 

and, stange to say, he had more pugilistic knockouts 
than any one person of his times. He finally went to 
Nicholas county where he met and married Sally Boles 
and then settled in Upshur county. His children 
were James, Charles, Elizabeth Margaret, and Mary. 
James married Mary Leonard, went to California and 
engaged in the lumber business; Elizabeth became Mrs 
Sampson Jordan; Charles never married, and Margaret 
remained unmarried and kept house for her brother at 
ic old homestead. 

Charles Collins, of John the ancestral emigrant, 

McCarty, on Brown's Mountain, anc 
on Back Mountain where Jacob Shinneberrv 







# 





daug 



were the parents of six sons and 
concerning whom the following particu 


» 




IO 

















became Mrs John Conaway anti 
hur county; Susannah lived at home w 
William and Benjamin; Nancy 

lived on Back 
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man 




artha Moore, of Pennsylvania John 


m 



Hills, and settled in Upshur county. 


His 




• i»i * 


i 



it 


it* 



♦ 


1 



^as with Widow Nancy McFarland, 

7 

rax ton county. Benjamin marrie 




um 






i 


et Shinneberrv and settled on Back 




Me 



.iugh 1 in Chapel. Their child re n were 
es and Emma, who became John Shinneberry’i 
first wife. Andrew married Martha Boggs, of Brax 
ton, lived awhile in Pocahontas, and then mov 




"pshuiu Their children were Mary, who became Mrs 
Lawrence Fitzgerald; and Alice who became Mrs John 
Reed. 

• William Hutcheson Collins first married Sallie Var 
ner, and located at the Greenbrier homestead. In re 
ference to the first family these items are given: 

Benjamin Collins is a minister in the German Bap 


tist Church 


He married N 
•een brier homes 


lane Cassell and 


ive 


James Solomon is at home. 

John Riley married Birdie Hoover, and lives in 
Upshur. 

William Hunter married Vernie Hoover, and 
on Leather bark Creek. 

Andrew Morgan married Luella May Gragg, and 
settled near Travelers Repose. 

Samuel and Susan died in youth. 

Mary Elizabeth became Mrs Amos Notting 







at Beech Flats, on the Greenbrier. 
Amanda Catherine first married 
Back Mountain. Her 

een Jackson, and 






second marriage was with 

lives at Wetumpka, Ala. 



Her 



marriage was the result of an 



and exchange of photographs. 


The 




e of William Collins was 



Gragg, daughter of Zebulon Gragg. The children 






is marriage are Effie Alice, Joanna Susan, 
and Adam. 

W. H. Collins was a Confederate soldier from 18 








He first belonged to Company G, 31st 



T • 


ir 


ginia Infantry, and after the seven days fight around 

Richmond was released from service under the rule of 

» 

not enlisting over 35 years of age. When this was re¬ 
voked he joined Captain William L. McNeePs cavalry. 

Sally Joice, daughter of Charles Collins, never mar¬ 
ried, and was a confirmed invalid. 

Charles Collins married Barbara Varner, of High¬ 
land County, and lived on Top of Alleghany. He was 
a Confederate soldier. 

Samuel Collins first married Margaret Hayes and 
lived in Upshur County. One son, John William, be¬ 
came charmed with a show, left home and lived a life 
of adventure. His second marriage was with Celia 

v 

Weimer, of Lewis County. They had two children, 
Samuel and Amanda. Amanda became the wife 
Rev Queen, a minister in the M. P. Church, and lives 
in Pennsvlvania. Samuel Collins was a Union soldier 



in the 
















West Virginia Infantry. 

assistance of the venerable 
writer has been able to illustrate in 
listory of a family that has 
our primitive forests, 
many families to live in comfort now 
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JOHN WEBB. 

John Webb, the subject of this biographic a 
a character about whom it may be said, as w 
about Melchizedek, he was without father or mother— 
so far as any biographical purpose can be served. His 
Irish brogue and his habit of saying not foolish things 
and never doing anything very wisely, tended to cor¬ 
roborate what he always averred—that he was of Irish 
nativity. He had the papers showing that he was an 
honorably discharged soldier of the Revolution, and as 
a pensioner received ninety-six dollars a year. How 
he ever came to Pocahontas is simply conjectural, but 
from the fact he chose his place of rest near Mount 
Zion, he must have had some acquaintance with parties 
that may have been in the army when he was. 

This Revolutionary veteran, though he exposed his 
life for independence, never owned any land and never 
married. Yet he wanted a home of his own, a place 
where he could lay his head and feel at home, whic 
was very commendable in him. He received 
sion of William Moore, son of Pennsylvania John 
Moore, to use without rent as much land as he might 
want for a cabin, garden, and “truck patch.’' He 



built himself a cozy cabin, and opened up two or three 
acres, where he produced corn, vegetables, and poul- 

On this he subsisted, with the assistance 

such wages as he could ear 
for the farmers on 





pension 
and 














was on the place recently owned 










1 



f 




HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 



and now in the possession of William Moore. 
One of John Webb’s favorite places to work 

was at Isaac Moore’s. 

















up missin 






was 


period making hay was a long, tedious industry. 

e early as the hands gathered in 
len Webb, to use his own expression, came 
, it was surmised that he had worn off 

e” on the hot sun the day before, and 
about to give it up for the time being, and so the 
hands went to work, Between, nine and ten o’clock 

they heard his jovial brogue in the direction of the 
apple cellar, and upon looking in that course Webb’s 
lead was seen, “red as a beet,” peering over the comb 
the cellar roof. He inquired in the most impas¬ 
sioned manner whether any one would like to have a 



‘dhrink ave cither.’ 




It seems Webb knew where to 


look for the lost “wire edge,” and had indulged his 
thirst until he was so much exhilerated as to climb the 
roof with nimble feet and willing hands, and from his 
lofty perch invite others to share with his jovial com¬ 
forts that he had been finding for the past hours in 
“dbrinks ave cither.” 

This Revolutionary veteran had one of his arms very 
curiously tattooed between the wrist and elbow with 
the initials of his name and emblematic characters like 
anchor 












1 




m 





arrows, whose significance was not known 
done while he was in the army, and 

were tattooed at the same time. 

them so much that a regimen - 
issued prohibiting the practice. Tattoo- 
have been a fad among soldiers 








>rs 


anything should happen, their personality 


might 




gm 



entified and assistance obtained 
or fraternity. At least, this was the 










® 



to any one 


what 


Ok 






symbolized. The initials of course could 
#/ 

lemselves. It is commonly believe 










served with the 


troops from Augusta 


County under 





General Mathews. 

In the later years of his life John Webb wa 
piously inclined and was demonstrative of his reli 
emotions, and was long remembered as the life of many 
“good meetings" at old Mount Zion, Frost, and else- 
where. He would frequently have “the jerks," which 
was such a feature in the revival services so common 
at the time. As long as he lived lie would always 
have a spasmodic jerk as lie repeated the “amen,"” 
even when asking a blessing on his meals. 

This phenomenon, that characterized the religious 
services of most of the denominations a hundred years 
ago in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia; has been 
attentively considered by mental experts as one of the 
curiosities of the emotional faculty of the human race. 
What surprises them in their investigations is to find 
otne of the most pronounced examples of its influence 
among the Mohammedan Dervishes in the 









m 




m 



a H 


the West it seems to have been the most 

n the Indian Ghost Dances but 
The Dervishes furiously deny the existence 
Holy Ghost as a fiction of Christianity; and Amer¬ 
indians have never so much as heard that there is 

, Max Nordau, a Jewish 








he ha 


nervous 






the 




ion to be a disea 


stem that is so highly infectious 
round of humanity at recurring 

remained in his bachelor home 
















became disabled by the infirmities of advanced 
Then it was the late Martin Dilley, of revered memory 

e of the old veteran; He built a very com 

for his use in the yard near his own 
and cared for him until the old soldier 
^foughthis last battle’ 1 ’ on the borders of the unseen 

world. This building is standing yet. His grave is 
in the Dilley Grave yard, on the line between the An¬ 
drew Dilley and John Dilley lands. 


took 
fortable 


dwellin 



WILLIAM BAXTER. 


Among the worthy citizens of our county deserving 
of special mention was William Baxter, near Edray, 
W. Va. He was born on Little Back Creek, in 1808 . 
He was the eldest son of Colonel John Baxter, whose 
name appears prominently in the early history of Po¬ 
cahontas County. His mother was Mrs Mary Moore 
Baxter, a sister of Joseph Moore of Anthonys Creek. 
She was a very industrious and careful housekeeper, 
and diligently trained her children in habits of indus- 





age his parents moved to 


At 


County, and resided a good many years at the 




u 





prm 



Being the eldest son, he worked 







to support 



family, consisting of 







aughters. His sisters were 






mm 
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Moore, wife 



tlie late John 



oore near 



m 

% 


M 


% 



% 


t 


Ston 


1 a Duncan, wife of Henry Duncan, 
eek; and Mrs Sarah Duncan, wife of 






Duncan, near Edrav, 

Mrs Baxter and three sons, Joseph, 
leorge, finally located in Braxton County, where she 




d ied 



few years thereafter. John died, too, soon aftei 



removal to their new home. Joseph was a Federal 


8 < 


1 



ddier, and died of wounds in Kanawha 


George was a Confederate soldier, and died a prisoner 
of war somewhere in the State of New York. 

From early boyhood William Baxter manifestec 
great fondness for reading, and he improved his avail¬ 
able opportunities very studiously. His father owned 

the largest and most select library then in the countv 

* 11 #/ «* 

and William read most of the books. At an early day 
he began teaching, and was one of the most popular 
teachers of his day. In 1840 he purchased land sold 




for taxes by the late Jacob Arbogast, as commissioner, 
and built up a home on property now owned 




son George Baxter, County Surveyor. 

This land was a section of the Philips Survey, dated 
1795, and the papers call for twenty thousand acres. 


This famous survey began at 


the McCollam place 





tended beyond Beaver Dam, thence on to William 
River, and from there came out on Elk at 




o 





a 





C 


) 



Fork, thence passed on toward 
point near Verdant Valley, 
of Drennan, Gay, and others to 
near the old Salt well, and thence to the 










gm 
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was Elizabeth Barlow, daughter 







industry and economy this worthy couple 
opened up a pleasant home in the primitive forest and 

amily very respectably indeed. George, 




Samuel 




am Baxter, near Edray, and Mrs 




near Marlinton, 


are 


their 


surviving 


chi 






corn 


For many years William Baxter, Senior, served a 

of the peace aud member of the Pocahontas 

He was a skillful amanuensis, and did a great 
deal of work in that line, framing business papers, as 
articles of agreement, conveyances, deeds, and wills. 
His opinions were much relied upon as to the right or 
wrong of questions that would occasionally arise be¬ 
tween neighbors, and frequently matters were quietly 
adjusted that otherwise might have led to tedious court 
proceedings, and much disagreeable personal animosi¬ 


ties 


This model citizen was moreover regular 


and atten¬ 


tive in his attendance upon all religious services with- 
lis reach, but did not avow his trust in a personal 

Savior until advanced in life. 

He died September, 1881 , aged about 73 years. In 
two or three weeks thereafter his faithful wife also pas 
ed away, thus lovely and pleasant in their lives, and 
in death not long divided. At this day there are 
to rise up and call them blessed. 
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THOMAS COCHRAN 


# 


Among the persons who have been 
our countv historv, the Cochran relations 








ognition. 


For more than a hundred years 








ms been a familiar one. The Pocahontas 

are the descendants of Thomas Cochran, senior, 

tive of Ireland, one of three brothers who came 

* 

together. One of these brothers settled in Augusta 
and his descendants are highly lespected in that coun¬ 



tv. 


Another of these Cochrans went to Kentucky, 



is belived. Thomas Cochran, the subject of this sketch, 
married a Miss MacKemie, near Parnassus, in Augus¬ 
ta county, and settled on the Rankin place on the 
Greenbrier, near the mouth of Locust Creek. Thence 
he moved to the place now held by Mathews Ruckman. 
The relationship is so widely extended that it is only 
possible to trace his descendants to a degree where the 
present generation can take up the line and complete 


it 


By the first marriage there were two sons and three 



daughters. One daughter, name not known, 
Mrs William Caraway and lived 

Greenbrier county; Nancy became 
went to Ohio; Mary was married to William 
John Cochran married Elizabeth 
daughter of David James, senior at the 
Mountain, and settled near Marviu, on 

the late Michael Scales 
four daughters. 
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Mi 














usta, and went to 
iam represented in the 
ince; Thomas married Miss Skeene 
ed near Marvin. Their children were Franklin, 
ica, Eliza and Harriet, now Mrs T. C. Woodde 
John had two other sons, John and William, 
whom we have no information. 

As to the daughters, Margaret (Peggy) became 
Jacob Shue; Sally became Mrs James Waugh, late of 
Verdaut Valley; Fannie became Mrs John Smith, on 
Stoney Creek; and Elizabeth. 

Thomas Cochran, jr., son of the pioneer, married 
Mary Salisbury, settled on the side of Droop Mount- 
tain, near Locust, and finally went West. Their chil¬ 
dren were Gordon, Robert, William, Richard, Deemie 
and Sabrie—two daughters and four sons. 

Thomas Cochran’s, the pioneer, second marriage was 
with Nellie James, daughter of David James, senior, 
already mentioned. The fruit of this marriage was 
seven sons and four daughters, viz: William, Samuel, 
Isaac, David, Solomon, James, Jesse, Rebecca, Mary 
and Nellie. 

Rebecca’s first marriage was with William Salisbui 

Mountain. By her second marriage she be¬ 
came Mrs John Burner, and lived in Ohio; Mary 

William Cochran; Nellie was married 




on 








John Jame 



went to Ohio. Her children wer 




Jane, Eliza, Kate, William, David and John 
Samuel went to Ohio. 

Isaac Cochran married Jennie Salisbury, daughter 
of William Salisbury, who lived near where Richard 
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'allison now lives. His children were Elisli 
Salisbury, Lewis Preslev, Jackson, Bruffev, 

* %t ■ t %j 1 

and Sarab- 

David, son of Thomas Cochran, 
Salisbury, and lived near Droop 
dren were John, William, Andrew, Biddie, 





9 





it 












M a i 


Biddie became Mrs Gabriel Underwood; Sn- 



, Mrs Joseph Rodgers, late of Swago; 



Nellie 


was the first wife of the late Anthony Lightner; John 
first married Miss Hanna, of Greenbrier; second wife 

was Sally Smith; Andrew Cochran married Miss Rach¬ 
el Lewis and lived on Sinking Creek. 

Solomon Cochran, of Thomas, the pioneer, married 
Biddie Salisbury. Their children were Sally and Re¬ 
becca, Porter William and George. Salley died in 
youth; Rebecca became Mrs Bruffev Cochran; William 
married Almira Cochran, in Braxton county, and went 
to Illinois; George Cochran married Nancy, daughter 
of John Cochran, and lives at the end of Droop Moun¬ 
tain. 

James Cochran married Nancy Hannah, and 
at the end of Droop. Their family six daughters and 
four sons; David, William, Joseph, James, Elizabeth, 
Jennie, Nellie, Eveline, Mary, and Rachel. 

Jesse Cochran married Jane James and settled on 
end of Droop, on property owned by his son, Da- 
. Cochran. Their children were David James, 
Thomas, Samuel, Clark, and George Brown. 

David married Hannah Dutfield, aud 

home 

Thomas settled on the homestead upon his marriage 










w 





Stearns. 


Clark married Sally l 




U nderwood, and lives on the James 






• ft 



Jane Y 


son of Thomas the progenitor, 
unff. near Swasro. Her children 


wei 




on and Elizabeth. Washingt 






tit 



Phoebe Mace, of Min 


a 




Himself 


and settled on 


John, aged 




died during the 
Elizabeth Coch 


Rich 


rn a r ried G eo rge Y 



war. 


H 


sons. 


low 


Mrs Y'oung 


Young died in 
William and W ^ 
became Mrs Bruffey Cochran, went to Iowa, where she 

recently died. 

fts 

Captain William Cochran's second marriage was 


Melinda Mo< 


Her children William t 


Junior, and Mrs Catherine Sharp. 

Captain Cochran was a busy man of affairs, noted as 
a skillful blacksmith, and built the first tilt hammer on 


Swago 


He was captain of the Stony Creek m 



superintended the construction of the Warm Springs 
and Huntersville turnpike, and was superintendent of 

the Lewisburg and Marlins Bottom road. The Captain 
also took much interest in church affairs as a promi¬ 
nent layman of the Methodist Protestant Church. 

The James and Salisbury families, elsewdiere men- 

settlers of Droop Mountain, have 

bed by the Cochrans. The Jame 

*■ 

and the Salisbury men settled in 
aces in West Virginia, and some 










went to 




i 
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The writer in closing this paper would gratefully re¬ 
cognize the assistance of David J. Cochran, that was 
so helpful in collecting the particulars, and so cheer¬ 
fully given bv him, although suffering at the time se- 

40 f - * Q o 

verely from rheu natic and other troubles, that seemed 

to be wearing his useful life away. 


ABRAM BURNER. 

Abram Burner, the progenitor of the Burner rela¬ 
tionship in our county, was from the lower Valley, 
probably Shenandoah Countyr Soon after his mar¬ 
riage with Mary Hull; of Highland County, he settled 
on the Upper Tract, early in the century. Their child¬ 
ren were Mary, Elizabeth, George, Jacob, Adam, 
Henry, and Daniel. 

Mary Burner became Mrs George Grimes and lived 
near Mount Zion, in the Hills. 

Elizabeth Burner was married to Hon John Grimes, 
and lived in the Little Levels on the lands now owned 
by the county for an infirmary. 

Jacob Burner married Keziah Stump, and settled in 
the western part of the State. 

Adam burner married Margaret Gillespie, one of 
Jacob Gillespie’s nine daughters at Greenbank, and 
settled in upper Pocahontas. 

Daniel Burner married Jennie Gillespie, sister to 
Margaret. Daniel Burner was drowned near Peter 
Yeager’s in a deep eddy, during harvest, and left one 
son, Joshua Burner. 

Henry Burner met his death by drowning in the 




east fork of Greenbrier. 


Geoi 


* 





timer, eldest son of Abram the pioneer 




marriage 


with Sally, daughter of Andrew 






settled on part of the Burner 
road crosses the east prong of the Green¬ 






brier. Their children were Andrew, Enoch, 

Lee, Charles, Nancy, who became Mrs 

; and Isabella, now Mrs Lauty Slaven. 
Enoch Burner married Rachel Ann Tallin an, and 
settled in Missouri. 

9 

Lafayette Burner first married Nannie Wooddeli and 

t/ 

lived on the uppar Greenbrier. Second marriage with 
Caroline Gum. 

Lee Burner married Rebecca Gum, daughter of Wil¬ 
liam Gum and a sister to Caroline just named, and liv¬ 
ed on the Upper Tract. 

Allen Burner first married Elizabeth Price, daughter 
of James A. Price, of Marlins Bottom, and settled at 
G reenbank. George Burner, of Minneapolis, is her 


son 


Allen 


Burner’s second marriage was with 


Vir¬ 


ginia Clark, of Parnassus, Augusta County, and he 

now resides at Cass. Lula and Emma Burner, well 
known teachers are her daughters. 

Charles Burner married Elizabeth Beard of Green- 
bank, and lived on the Burner homestead. 

Hon. George Burner was a prominent citizen 

of the countv. As noticed 






he wa 
He re 






the first members of the county com 

the county several terms in 
*e, and was a Jacksonian Democi 
ivities, and strange to sav one o 


1 



i 


m 
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original Pocahontas secessionists, so intense his devo¬ 
tion to State rights had become. 

His second marriage was with Margaret Poage, 
daughter of George W. Poage, of the Little Levels. 


ANDREW WARWICK. 

One of the best known names in our piouee. annais 
was that of the Warwicks. John Warwick; the ances¬ 
tor of the Greenbank branch of the connexion, was of 
English descent. It is believed he came to upper Po¬ 
cahontas previously to the Revolution, and opened up 
a settlement on Deer Creek, at the place now in the 
possession of Peter H. Warwick and John R. War¬ 
wick. Mrs Warwick, whose giver, name can not be 
certainly recalled, was a member of the Martin family 
in the Valley of Virginia. 

John Warwick seems to have been a person of great 
enterprise, and braved the dangers of pioneer life with 
more than ordinary courage and devotion to duty. He 
had a fort raised upon his premises, to which himself 
and neighbors would resort when threatened by Indian 
incursions or raids Being so near to Clover Lick, 
whose facilities for hunting and fishing were so much 
prized by the Indians, its erection seems to have been 
very exasperating to them, and were very troublesome 
to the settlers living in reach of the Warwick fort. 

The only Indian Major Jacob Warwick was ever 
certain of killing was shot from a tree not far from 
this fort. The warrior had climbed the tree to recon 
oitre the fort, and it is more than probable that the 










In 



scout interfered with the Indian 
attack. 


to John Warwick's children we ha\ 



the 
John 


wa 



owing particulars: Their names were 





lam 




Elizabeth—-of whom special mention 
in the Slaven sketches: Mary, who was 





first lady teacher of schools in our county; 
Margaret, who became Mrs James Gay and went west; 
Ann, who became Mrs Ingram and lived in Ohio. 

As the Warwick relationship is so extended, it will 
be treated in groups in these biographic notes. In 
this paper the descendants of Andrew Warwick will be 
mainly considered and their history illustrated, con 
eluding with a fragmentary reference. 

Andrew Warwick went to Richlands, in Greenbrier, 
for a wife and married Elizabeth Craig, and then 
opened up a home on Deer Creek. This property is 
now occupied by Major J. 0 . Arbogast. Their child¬ 
ren were Jane, who was married to James Wood dell, 
near Greenbank; Margaret became Mas Samuel Sut- 

first wife; Nancy was married to Jacob Hartman, 

Her 



1 


north of Greenbank, and went to the far west. 

children were Sarah Lucretia, Virginia, William; and 
James. Mary Warwick became the second wife 



Isaac Hartman, and lived on property now held 
Joseph Riley. Elizabeth Warwick was kicked in 

by a horse about the time she was grown to 

, and lingered for years in great 
and finally died of the injury. Sally Warwick 






man 





Mr 









urner, of Travelers Repose. 

Rev Henry Arbogast, 










U 


iisrnn of imcvuntas o; 





near Gladehill. 

Jacob Warwick, son of Andrew Warwick, 



« •• 







, of Virginia, and settled 
lomestead; moved thence to 1ml 

His children were Mathew 























Andrew Jackson, William Craig, Caroline, 
came Mrs George Tallman; and Rachel, who 
youugest. They all went with their 
western states. 

This paper will be closed by a fragmentary reference 

> John Warwick, of John the elder. 

In the winter of 1861 there was an officer with tjie 
Ohio troops in the ( heat Mountain garrison by the 
name of Warwick. The writer has been informed that 
he claimed descent from the Pocahontas Warwicks, 

0 

and made some inquiry 
lationship. 


\ 


concerning the Warwick re 


The tradition is that John Warwick. Junior, married 
Margaret Ponge of Augusta County. It is believed 
James Poage, her father, lived awhile on Knapps 
Creek, and afterwards moved to Kentucky. 

Upon his marriage John Warwick, Junior, settled 
on the lower end of the farm now owned by Captain 
G. W. Siple. Parties yet liviug remember seeing 
aces of the cabin he had built and dwelt in. 
mained here but a short time however, and m< 
io about 1790. 










# 



There were three little boys, one of 

Union officer claimed to 
Johu Warwick from West Virginia 
was a son, doubtless, of one 
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that 
home on 




m 






m 


their parents from 
This Federal officer 



3ii 







1 





» 









, and achieved a national 
William McKinley in a Congre 





, Many no doubt will readily recall thi 
event in the history of Ohio politics. 


WILLIAM WARWICK. 

The group of the Warwick relationship treated of in 
this paper includes the descendants of William War¬ 
wick, son of John Warwick, the early pioneer. 

Like his brother Andrew, William Warwick lost his 
heart in the Richlands of Greenbrier, and married 
Nancy Craig, a sister of Mrs Andrew Warwick. They 

settled on Deer Creek, where Peter H. Warwick now 

* 

lives, and were the parents of three children: Robert 

♦ 

Craig, Elizabeth, who became Mrs Benjamin Tallman; 
Margaret, who became Mrs John Hull, and lived on 

the head of Jacksons River. 

Robert Craig Warwick, the only son, at one time 
crossed the Alleghany to pay his sister a visit. 


result 




One 

the visit was that he and Esther Hull were 
soon married, and the happy,young people settled on 
Deer Creek homestead. They were the parents o 
three sous and six daughters. In reference to their 
children the following items are recorded: 

Hidy Warwick is now Mrs William 
Elvira Louisa, now Mrs William 

Robert Craig Bird, 

Bird, Covington; George 
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Vir 




if ton Forgo; William Lee Bird, 
Ilor husband. Major W. W 




onfedorato officer. Ho had com 


K 


9 * 





am 




Virginia Hogiment in the battle 
in charge of a regiment of reserves 



e of New II 


He was near Genet 



ones when he fell in that engagement, 

O T 

his last orders just a few minutes bel 
He was named for William Wallace, a 
in Scottish history. 










renownec 


1 














Nancy Jane Warwick is now Mrs Jacob Lightner of 
Highland, Virginia. Her children were John Adam, 
nowin the west; Robert, on Back Creek; William C. 
died in youthr Jacob Brown, on Back Creek; Peter H. 
lives in Greenbrier; James Cameron, a lawyer at the 
Warm Springs, Va.; Mrs Malcena Catherine Cleek, on 
Jacksons River; Mrs Virginia Rachel Wallace, of 
Highland; Mrs Mary Etta Gum, of Meadow Dale. Va. 
Sarah Elizabeth Warwick married Daniel Mathenv, 

•> y 

and lives at Valley Centre. Her children Esther Ann, 

Melissa, and Robert Mathenv. 

/ «> 


Margaret Ann Warwick became Mrs Nelson Pray. 

Her family was quite a large one, but only one sur¬ 
vives, Ella, who is now Mrs John Riley and lives in 
one of the western counties. One of Mrs Pray’s 
daughters, Regina, received fatal injuries in a railway 

collision. 

Hannah Rebecca Warwick was married to Captain 
George Siple, a Confederate officer, 31st Virginia In¬ 
fantry, and lives on Deer Creek in si 
wick homestead. Her children were 
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Pierce Wooddell at Greenbank; Anna, Mrs Wil- 

Dun nore; Mary Catherine, now Mrs 

► 

Bernard McElwee at Dun more; Clara Belle, William, 
and Jose 


Lo u i 








e. 

Susan Warwick was married to Eli 

near Mt. Grove, Va., then went west 

one of her children survives, Mary Amaret, now Mi 

Morgan Matheny, Top of Alleghany. 

William Fechtig Warwick was named for a pioneer 

* 

Methodist preacher. He married Anthea Pray, and 

ives near Mt. Grove, Va. His children Paul, Pray, 
Robert, Nelson, Peter Hull, George 

Amelia, who became Mrs George Dilley, and is now 

* 

Mrs Hopkins Wanless near Mount Tabor; Amanda 
Gabrielle, now Mrs John Landes, near Mt. Grove; 
Sally, and Louise Catherine. Three of the sons, Pe¬ 
ter, Robert, and Nelson, went to Kansas. 

Peter Hull Warwick married Caroline Matheny, and 
settled on the Deer Creek home place. The child- 


Craig, Charles, 


ren were Jesse, Otis, Forrest, and Elbert. 


By the 


death of Cecil, in 1806, at Cowen, Webster County, 
his mother’s heart was so broken that she did not sur¬ 
vive him very long. 

John Robert Warwick married Jennie Cleek, dan. li¬ 




on 



the late John Cleek of Bath County, and 
section of the Deer Creek homestead. 





was 


and Nancy. Lieutenant 
officer, 31st Virginia Infanti 
a commissioner of the Pocahontas 
Elizabeth Warwick became Mrs Benjamin Ta 



1 







lived on the property now held 



Captain Siple, 


e 
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Her children were William, James, Robert, John, 
Cyrus, and Nancy. Nancy became Mrs Benjamin 
Tallman and lives in Illinois. 

M irgaret Warwick was married to John Hull, on 
Jacksons River. Her children were William Hull, 
who was one of the California fortv-niners, and has 
not been heard of since; Robert, Andrew, Nora, Nan¬ 
cy Jane, who bechme the wife of Colonel Peter H. 
Kincaid, in Crabbottom; Margaret, who is now Mrs 
Christopher Wallace, of Williamsville; Irene Esther, 
the first wife of James Fleisher, of Meadow Dale. 

This relationship has furnished our citizenship with 
good citizens, brave soldiers, industrious tillers of the 
soil, and good homekeepere, and deserves honorable 
mention in the short and simple annals of our own 
Pocahontas people. 


I AMES C ALLISON. 

The Callisons of Locust have a claim for special 
recognition in our biographical sketches as one of the 


oldest families of southern Pocahontas. 


Member 




iat relationship have done a great deal in 
their section, and have shown what can be 
our soil in our climate by well applied energy 



d ustry 


The progenitor of this relationship, 


# 







but 


1 



No doubt the Callisons were among the 



Kin 




the First encouraged to 






far 



traceable, was James Callison, Senior, 
his wife Elizabeth were natives 

name indicates, were of English ori 





ies that 
in the north 


e 
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of Ireland 





in 










settlement 

CallUoii 

James, 





hteenth century it 
went from Greeubriei 
Tennessee, and made a permanent 
reared his family. The sons 
imigrant and Elizabeth his wife were 

Isaac, Jesse, Samuel, and Elisha. 




Their daughters were Rebecca, Abigail, Mary, Nancy, 
and Ruth. In reference to the whereabouts of most 

sons and daughters but little has come to our 





Isaac Callison settled in the Meadows of southwest 
Greenbrier, where some of his descendants now live. 

C olonel Elisha Callison, another son of the emigrant 
and pioneer, married Margaret Bright, daughter of 
David Bright, of Greenbrier, and lived on the noted 
Callison homestead near Lewisburg: 

About 1782, James Callison, another son of the 
pioneer emigrant, came from Tennessee to Locust, now 
lower Pocahontas, and settled on a tract of 164 acres, 
preempted some years previously by his father. Soon 
after locating on Trump Run, Mr Callison took a great 
fancy to Miss Susan Edmiston, the charming daughter 
of James Edmiston, Senior, who was then 
the farm now owned by George Callison, a grandson 

of 



on 







woman just referred to. James Callison 
Edmiston his wife were the parents of 





and two daughter 
ive the following \ 
William Callison m 
Nicholas County. 


whom we 





ied Hannah Ray, and settled 




Isaac Callison married Nancy Jor 
Nicholas County, and afterwai 









awhile 
to Poca- 



James Callison married Rebecca Gillilan, daughter 
of John Gillilan, and settled in Missouri. 

Josiah Callison married Nancv Hill, 
leir days at the old homestead, and were 

«M 1 

parents of five sons and three daughters, 
following particulars in reference to their family: 

James Callison married Ellen Alkire, of Lewis 
County, and settled in Greenbrier, where he died in 



1885 


His widow and two children now live 




His 



State of Kansas. 

Thomas F. Callison has been married twice 
first wife was Minta Myles, of Greenbrier County, and 
liis second marriage was with Jane Myles, a cousin, 
and he now lives near Locust. 

William Callison, recently deceased, married Fan¬ 
nie Whiting, daughter of Ebenezer Whitiug, on 
summit of Droop Mountain, and lived on Locust creek 
a mile or so from its source. Locust Creek springs 
from the base of Droop Mountain a full sized creek, 
receiving but little volume from visible 
its course to the Greenbrier. 

George Callison’s wife was Miss Mandie 
and his residence is at Hillsboro, on the place 

so long by the late Colonel John Hill. 

Richard Callison married Fannie Beard 
Charles W. Beard, near Hillsboro, and 

Run homestead, near 
these sons are among 
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They 


are 





in in 











1 








raising live stock, thus contributing very 
substantial prusperity of our county. 
Callison, daughter of Josiah 
to James K- Bright. 

Mary Callison was married to Lorenza Reger, 

ence is in Roane County. 

Jemima Callison became Mrs Jesse Bright, near 
Frankford, in Greenbrier. She died in 1886 . 

The other branch of the Callison relationship in our 
county is represented by the descendants of Anthony 
Callison, a son of James Callison, the imigrant from 
Ireland. Anthony Callison was reared in Tennessee, 
and soon after coming to Virginia he lost his heart in 
Greenbrier County, and he and Abigail McClung were 
married and settled on lands adjoining the possessions 
of his brother James. These persons were the parents 
of six sons and four daughters. 

Abram Callison married Frankie Blair, from North 
Carolina, a sister of the late Major William Blair near 
Hillsboro, and after living a few years 


in Pocahontas 


went 



North 



Joseph Callison married Elizabeth Bright, of Green 
brier. 

Isaac Callison married Huldah Hickman, in 
County, and movod to Indiana. 

Anthony Callison, Junior, was married to 
Hill, and settled in Indiana. 

Israel Callison married Mary Bright, sister 

many years on the old 



o 








e 
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west 

















1 


and 


Elisha Callison located in the Meadow 
Greenbrier. 

Margaret Callison, daughter of Anthony 

gail Callison, became Mrs William Burnsides 

iana to seek a home. 

Elizabeth Callison married Jonathan 

ey lived on Cooks Dry Run, the place 

bv Peter Clark, deceased. It w*as here she 

7 

twin sons, John and Anthony, also died. 

Abigail Callison became the wife of James 

thev settled in Indiana. 

%> 

Julia Callison, the youngest daughter, married when 
she was just past fifteen the late Colonel Woods Poage. 
The writer will ever cherish the memory of Mrs Julia 
Poage as one of the kindest friends of his boyhood. 

The writer has thus far been enabled to make a brief 
contribution to the history of the Callison relationship, 
which deserves an important place in the annals of our 
county. It makes him feel sad to think that the* kind 
friend (Mrs Nancy Callison) w r ho so patiently furnish 
ed him the information, without which this paper cou 
not have been written, is not here to receive the thanks 
that are so justly due her. It looks now like it was a 
special providence that permitted us to meet at the 
time when we did, and is so regarded by the compiler. 

re mi i i is 




Her bright and pleasant way of reeallin 
cences of friends and acquaintances was 
which one can not expect to witness very 







as 


w 







The 



are left to rehearse the 
once a living present to them, 
people whose lives make up the 






I 
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1 







reap i ii 



in 


we 




survive to repeat, sowed in 
and hardships what we who now live 
i joyful harvest. What they sowed in 
may reap with grateful joy, if we 


in 


el !♦ 







proper appreciation of what they did and suffered in 


their day 



generation. Let us not forget that the 


frugality, industry, and careful attention to duties that 
enabled them to secure this goodly heritage, is all im¬ 
portant for us to observe and imitate in order to keep 
it from slipping away and vanishing from our reach. 

Like busy bees the pioneer people all over ourcoun- 
tp tried to improve every shining hour, and turn to 
some good account every opportunity in sight, no mat¬ 
ter how hard it may have seemed. It has been well 
said that those who look only for easy places, will 
finally round up in the hardest places and have no way 
to get out except by death. 


WILLIAM El ON. 


William Edmiston, in whose memory this biographic 

been prepared, was one of the early settlers 


paper 

of 




lower Levels. He seems to have been born 


ring, 

His 


rm 



and reared in upper Greenbrier, near Falling 
and his ancestry came from Augusta County 
wife was Rebecca Walkup, from the Falling 
vicinity, where there are families of the name now 





siding 







She was a sister of the late John Walkup 
Spring, a greatly respected citizen and exem 
iristian man. One of her sisters 




44 ( 


HISTOK1 OF POCAHONTAS COCNTY 








of Samuel Beard, who was a brother 
and his home was in Renicks Va 
Upon his marriage with Rebecca 
ton settled a few miles south o 
family consisted of one son, James Edmiston 
four daughters, Rebecca, Jennie, Mattie, and 
garet. 

James Edmiston married Margaret Woods, of Nich¬ 
olas County- He settled on Cooks Dry Rnn, at the 




k ‘Sinks, ” which is now known as the Peter Clark 


place. 


The names of James EdmistoiPs children 


known to the writer were Samuel, William, Christo¬ 
pher, and Rebecca. This daughter Rebecca became 
the wife of Jackson Edmiston, sou of Andrew Edmis¬ 
ton, a brother of William Edmiston. 

About 1840 James Edmiston sold his possessions to 
the late Andrew Johnson and migrated to Iowa, where 
many of his descendants now live. 

Rebecca Edmiston became the second wife of Jona 

than Jordan. 

* 

Jennie Edmiston w r as married to Isaac Hill. Upon 
his decease she and her family removed to the State 
of Iowa. 



Martha Edmiston married George Hill, 
on Hills Creek and spent her life there. 

Margaret, the fourth daughter of William Ed mi 
was married to George McCoy, moved to Cedar 
, Iowa, and were among the first settlers 
vicinity, and grew up with the development of 
nowued county. William McCoy, their son, con 
forget the girl he left behind, but returned 


settled 














4 

lontas and married Elizabeth Grimes, daughter 

Hon John Grimos. 

These few particulars illustrating som 












these good people have been laid 
s with the assistance of the late 





fore our 

* _ 

Nancy Callison and the venerable James 
The writer has some remembrance of these person 
personally, but not very distinct as to any important 


got 


impressions. 

Mr Edmiston and the late Samuel Davies Poage 

were congenial friends and attached Christian brethren 
though of different persuasions and rather strenuous in 
their respective doctrinal views. This indicated that 
their hearts were imbued with a pious fervor that 
the better of their mere intellectual doctrinal notions. 
They agreed to disagree, and not mar their Christain 
fellowship with vain wrangling about their respective 
creeds and formalities. 

Mr Edmiston s piety was of the highly emotional, 
demonstrative type, and for years his emotions seemed 
be the first to kindle and burn with the holy fervor 
that makes religious services so interesting to many 

persons. His Christian character was above reproach, 
and all regarded him as sincere. He was looked up to 
as a master Christian, and had it not been for 
somewhat counteracting influence exerted by Nathanie 
Kinnison, a silent, calm Israelite indeed in 

no guile, the impression might have 

expect to be a model 
Mr Edmiston without his zeal and demonstrative fervor 

Such might have been the impression, 
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Nathaniel Kinnison am 
were considered, the impression prev 

wavs in which people could 
Christains, and so there was 
and lovely Christian fellowship. 

or manv Years Mr Edmiston was a 
E. Church, ami the secret of his influence was his love- 
y Christum deportment. Nathaniel Kinnison was also 

r in the M. E. Church, but his piety was that de¬ 






veloped in the calm retreat, the silent shade, that seem¬ 
ed to him by God's bounty made for those who wor¬ 
ship God—so suitable for personal prayer and praise 
to the unseen though er present one. 





When far advanced in life Mr Edmiston vacated hi 


gently rolling lands and 


>ld pleasant home amid the 
pleasant groves for a home on Hills Creek, and his 
last days were spent amid the inviting scenes that sur¬ 
round the place where Daniel Feck now lives. 

The writer feels grateful that he ever knew this good 
old man, even to a slight extent, and may the time 
never come when the presence of persons of like C 
tian fervor, generous, liberal, fraternal impulses cease 
to exist, for should such a dire calamity befall the 
county then envy, strife, confusion, and many evil 



works will be tolerated—all in the name too 
sake of religion. 



for 



For 



JOHN YEAGER, SENIOR, 

nigh a hundred years the Yeager name has 


been 




one. 


The Reager relationship 






name from John Yeager, an imigrant from Penn- 

9 

vania, reared near Lancaster City. From the most 

information available for these note 









, Upon his marriage with Anise 

• of Peter Hull, one of 







Hull, a 

nal settlers of the Crabbottom section, the} 1 
Travelers Repose, where Peter D. Yeager now resides 
In reference to John Yeager's family the followin 
particulars have been obligingly furnished by the Hon 
H. A. Yeager, one of his well known descendants. 

John Yeager, Junior, went to the far west, and set¬ 
tled finally in Illinois; and his descendants are scatter¬ 
ed widely over the great Northwest. 

Jacob Yeager married Sarah Hidy, of Crabbottom, 

and thereupon he settled on what is known as Camp 

* 

Alleghany. In his time he ranked among the most ex¬ 


tensive land owners in that whole region. 


His claims 


comprised many thousand acres, embracing the ‘Dutch 
Settlement’ and other tracts contiguous. His sons 
were John, Joel, Jacob Brook, and the daughters were 
Jane, Elizabeth, Anna, Caroline, Margaret, Catherine, 

Christine, aud Serena. In reference to his daughters 
the following particulars are in hand. 

Jane became Mrs Joel Vest, and lived in Iowa. 

. 

. & 

Elizabeth was married to Colonel John Bonnett, 
in Lewis County. Her sons Jefferson and Asbu 







e prominent citizens. 


Sarah Ann 



net 



Mrs Wasley Crookman and lives at 



Serena Catherine Bonnett became Mrs Eber 

near Hackers Creek, in Lewis County, 
became Mrs RhineharL 



1 
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married John 




m 








'aroline was William J. WooddelFs 
ived at Green bank. 

Anna first married Warwick 





1 










e homestead at Camp Alleghany, 
children died <*>f camp fever in 1801. Her second 


two 




John Luzadder, and lives near Tollgat 


Kitcli 


K( 


a large faini 
Willis, and 





in Indiana. There were three daughters: Virgini 



married a Mr Britt, who was a mining expert at Frisco 
Colorado. Josephine married Dr Simms. Laura be¬ 
came Mrs Carroll. 

Christine became Mrs Jonathan Siron, and lived 
near McDowell, in Highland. Her children were 

Joel, lately deceased: Milton, in Upshur Comity; Mar- 

* 

garet, now Mrs Malcomb, iu Highland; and Christine, 
who became Mrs William Wooddell and lives on the 
Siron homestead. 

Serena was first married to John Claiborne, of Lex¬ 
ington, Virginia. Her children were James, who died 
in Arizona, and John, who lives at St. Joseph, Mo. 
John Claiborne was a Confederate soldier aud 
service. Serena Yeager's second marriage 
William Wilfong, of Gilmer County, and is 







er 




*ee sons by this marriage. 

Joel Y'eager married Rebecca Fray, o 





and settled in Indiana. 

Newton, Luther, and Clinton, 
other a doctor, and the third a prosperous 






One 
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Jacob Brook Yeager married Margaret 




McDowell 






and settled in ’Indiana at South 





re he still lives. Two sons 



a daugh 








His son Charles recently visted Pocahonta 
John Yeager, the third, settled at the 
Andrew Yeager, another son of John Yeager 

married Elizabeth Dilley, and settled on 

Two sons, Peter and Martin, and one 

daughter, Ella, who died at the age of 15 years of 

one of the first cases to appear in our whole 
county. In 1861 Andrew Yeager refugeed to High* 
land, where he and his son Martin died of camp fever. 
His property was burned in the absence of the family. 
The battle of Camp Bartow was fought here in 1861. 

Peter Dilley, the only surviving child of Andrew 
Yeager, married Margaret Bible, daughter of Jacob 
Bible, and rebuilt the pioneer homestead.’ The follow¬ 
ing particulars about his family are in hand: Charles 
Andrew married Allie Arbogast, and lives at Marlin- 
ton; William Jacob married Grace Hull; Etta became 
Mrs Harper McLaughlin of Bath County; Alcena is 
now Mrs Charles Pritchard, of Dunmore; Alice was 

to Henry Flenner, and lives near ‘the home- 

mi / 


marr 




; Gertrude is at home with her parents. 

Peter D. Yeager now resides at Travelers Repose, 
the pioneer homestead, which he in a large measure 
restored from the terrible devastation of war. 
a Confederate soldier, became a prisoner and 

Chase. He was not r 














1 





John Yeager, the pioneer, seems to have 
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pei 


i 






and an 






physical endurance, 
ions, laborious farmer, 
coming to us by tradition, 
of man lie was. is related 


k panther had been driven 











vei 



ofty, densely branched hemlock, at 


night 



torch of pine was prepared, and the fearless, agile man 
ascended the tree, torch in hand, until he could locate 
le game. Upon doing this he laid the torch on 
imbs and descended until he could reach the 




OC v 


rifle, carefully primed and charged. He then returned 

to his torch and by its light shot the panther. 


• JOHN YEAGER, JUNIOR, 

The relationship bearing the Yeager name is at pre¬ 
sent mainly represented in our county by the descend¬ 
ants of John Yeager, of the third remove from the 
pioneer John Yeager. Hence this paper will be main¬ 
ly devoted to the home history of his descendants. 

John Yeager’s wife was Margaret Arbogast, grand¬ 
daughter of Adam Arbogast, the pioneer of the 
branch of the Greenbrier. Soon after his marriage 

ed on the homestead, now known as 
ny. The sons were William Asbury, Hen 
bogast, Brown McLauren, Paul McNeel, 

Reese. The daughters Eliza Ann, Fannie 








Alle- 

Ar- 



Jacob 





1 


who died aged 13 years; Eveline 



Leah Alice, and Emma Mildred. 


on 


7 

Eliza Ann became Mrs A. M. Y. 

east branch of the Greenbrier, near 








mb 
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imits of the county. Her home is widely known 
Fannie Elizabeth is now Mrs James I). Kerr, 
lives at the Kerr homestead on Salisburvs Creek. 

t' 

a was married to Josiah O. Beard, 
near Green bank. Her children are 


Eveline 



and 


now 







1 





, Arthur, Brown, Monroe, Blanche, Ber- 

Monroe 

Mr 


, Ruby, Nellie Bly, and Margie. 


and Blanche are twins, also Bertie and Bertha, 
aud Mrs Beard had their home on the upper Green¬ 
brier. Blanche died of membranous croup, in her 
father's absence, and the house being isolated by deep 
water, the mother could get no assistance from the 
neighbors on that sad day. In a field near the present 
home Arthur was caught in a shower. He first shel¬ 
tered under a wagon, but as it leaked so much he ran 
to a neighboring tree and was instantly killed by light 


mug 


His brother Irby was near and saw it all. 


* Leah Alice and her brother Jacob Reese died of 
diptheria. They were among tne first victims of this 


dre 




malady in our whole county, so far as there is 

ecord. 

Emma Mildred first married Michael 0. Beard, and 




m 



He died at Fort Worth, Texas. Mrs 

Beard’s second marriage was with W. P. Ledbetter, o 


Georgia. She then settled in the Indian Territory 
Ardmore, where she died a few vears since. Her 



’ c 




9 


Clyde 




er Beard and Veva Ledbetter, 


# 





in 








le motherly care of her sister Mrs Eliza A. Arbo 

§/ 

Yeager had a passion for learnin 
and was very popular in society and greatly esteemed 
or her attractive character. She had about completed 
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course of study at Winchester for a liter 
with marked distinction. Had it not been 
tances over which the brilliant young 





gree 


circum 





CO 



she would have been the first 





our 


county to be thus honored. 


William Asburv Yeager was a 

#' P 






m 


the 31st Virginia Regiment, and was killed at 


Hatch 


31 * 


Run, Feb. 6, 1835. 


H 




was in the battle 


of Winchester, September 19, 1864, and when the en¬ 
gagement was over seventeen bullet holes were found 



in his clothing, but he did not get a scratch. The im 
pression preuails among those who remember him 
he was in all the engagements with the 31st, unless it 
was at Gettysburg, at which time he was in a Staunton 
hospital. He had but one furlough during the war. 

Henry A. Yeager married Luverta Beard, of Green¬ 
brier County, and settled at Camp Alleghany. His 
children were Eula Joe, recently deceased, who was 

the wife of Ur J. M. Cunningham, of Marlinton; 
Maud Leps, named for Rev J. C. Leps, the chaplain 
of the 31st Virginia Regiment, now Mrs R. C. Mc- 
Candlish, cashier of the Pocahontas Bank; Sal lie 


Glenn, now Mrs S. B. Scott, of Marlinton; Walter H. 


lives in Cheyenne, and is a clerk in the em 
Union Pacific Railway. His wife was 
William Edgar Yeager died while holding 




o 






about 









Us clerk at Washington, 
pursued a course of medical 

with credit half of 
course when his health failed 

Paris Dameron Yeager spent 




of the 


Tapper. 

position 


same 
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enne, Wyoming, in the service of t 
Company and the Continental Oil Company. 
Hon H. A. Yeager was a Confederate soldier in the 

nia Regiment, and was in all the en 
when disabled by wounds. He has r 
county in the legislature, and was 
National Land Office during 
Cleveland administration, and was stationed at Chey¬ 
enne, Wyoming. He was among the first to boom 
Marl in ton. 

Brown McLaurin Yeager married Harriet Elizabeth 
Arbogast, and they live at Marlinton. Their children 


agent 





are J. Walker Yeager and Lewis A. Yeager, lawyers; 
Dr John M. Yeager, Sterling, Bruce, and Paul Mc- 
Graw, and the daughters are Daisy, now Mrs W. B. 
Sharp; Texie, Brownie, and Goldie. Mr Yeager is 
local manager for the Pocahontas Development C om 
pany. He has surveyed many thousand acres of land 
in Pocahontas and has served as commissioner of 
school lands. 

Paul McNeel Yeager married Huldah Arbogast and 

A d am 




on the pioneer homestead opened up 

Arbogast. His children are Pearl, Lucy, Mamie, 
Jewell, Frederick, and Clinton. He has a great repu- 

H is portrait in hunting garb aut 





hunter 


a sketch of his exploits have appeared in one 






m 







,* the third, was a person of mor 

By a patient course 
, pursued at times w 














s leisure from manual laboi 


f 






450 


HISTOKY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


He 



qualified for the duties of a surveyor, 
surveyor for a number of years, associated with Samp 





lews, who was the first 



Ilf 



f 





t 



'ounty. He was in subsequent year 

Colonel Paul McXeel and Georere 









ed with Colonel Paul McXeel and George Ediuiston in 
searching for vacant lands, and under their 
made entries comprising acres that even now 
fabulous sound in our ears—as to their extent 
numbers. 

When Colonel Rust, of the 3d Arkansas 
became acquainted with Mr Yeager he was so 
bly impressed by his intelligence and experience as to 
select him for the perilous duty of reconoitering the 
Federal fortifications on the summit of Cheat Moun¬ 
tain. The Colonel left his encampment in the most 
secret way possible, and w T ith John Yeager as pilot 
and solitary companion, approached the Federal en¬ 
campment unobserved and succeeded in passing into 
and throughout the garrison, made careful observations 
of the character and position of the defence, and with¬ 
drew without arousing suspicion as to the purpose 
their presence in the camp. With the knowledge thus 
obtained, Colonel Rust planned the assault he soon 
after attempted to make, but owing to high water and 
other obstacles, time was lost, and the Federal officers 
were thus enabled to learn what was 

made preparations accordingly, 
came apparent to Colonel Rust he 

the assault, as had been so 

a • 

extreme personal risk of himself 
John Yeager. 
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ABRAM DUFP1ELD, 

cottage prayer meeting the writer remem¬ 


bers was at the home of Abram Dufrield. 


Early 


one 


Sabbath in May, the writer’s parents with their four 
children came to the Dufiield home to attend the meet¬ 
ing that had been announced. No one had yet arrived 
when we reached the place. Upon entering the porch 
voices were heard within as if persons were engaged in 
reading or prayer. Standing by the door and listen¬ 
ing we found that it w T as the venerable Abram Duffield 
reading to his invalid w T ife the account given by Saint 
Mathew of our Redeemer’s temptation in the wilder- 

He was reading , at the moment where it is 
written: “He shall give His angels charge concerning 

in their hands shall they bear thee up, lest at 


ess. 




any 


ime thou dash thy foot against a stone. 


1 « 


Then 




* 








me. 


11 


ed and then 



4 Oh, that is so good; how encouraging 

Finally the venerable man resum 


after reading. “Then the Devi 


am 




i him, and behold angels came and ministers 



nm 




Then again the same one observed: 


4 I. 



1 


1 


how good to hear that our Lord gained 
How 



# 


victor 






it makes one feel to have him for our Saviour 
so loved by the angels.” There seemed 
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louring over the Redeemer's 



< 


>f this victory had been 


l 









alone, their satisfaction could 

» 

v, more real. When silence intervc 
§' 

at the door and were told to come in. 


in 




were the two old people, and no one else, 
was not long, however, before quite a 
sembled, and the cottage prayer meeting was 
spirited one- 




Abram Duftield is believed to have come from the 
lower Valley, during the Revolution or soon after, and 
at the time referred to was living on the farm now oc¬ 
cupied by Newton Duftield. The venerable Mrs Dnf- 
field was Hannah Moore, daughter of Moses Moore. 


the well known pioneer. 

From Mrs Catherine Kellison, on the Dry Branch of 

7 #' 

Swago, we gathered the following particulars. 

Andrew Duftield was the eldest son of Abram Duf¬ 
tield s family. He married Jane Moore, daughter of 
Robert Moore, Senior. In reference to Andrew Dnf- 
field's family, we learn that Robert M. Duftield lives 
in Jackson County, West Virginia. William Duftield, 
a Union soldier, died during the war at the home of 
Jacob Waugh in Barbour County. Andrew Duftield, 
Junior, died of fever at the age of sixteen years. Re- 

7 o «/ 

becca Jane Duftield is now deceased. Eliza Duftield 
became the wife of Captain Walton Allen of Clover 
Creek, who was a well known scout in the late war be¬ 
tween the States. Catherine Duftield was married to 
Clark Kellison, near Buckeye, a Union soldier under 

7 «/ 7 

Sheridan. He was also on detached service on the 



HI 
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western plains after the war in the U. S. Cavalry, 
received his discharge just in time to escape the Custer 





John 



1 


son of Abram, the pioneer, man 



Rebecca Sharp, daughter of John Sharp, Senior 





Driffield settled at the Mill property on Stony Creek 
but his later years were spent on the farm where 
father Abram had lived and died. His sons were 
Hamilton, Wesley, Newton—who lives on the old 

Emorv, and McKendree in Colorado. 
Andrew, a bright and beautiful little boy, the pet and 
pride of the household, was at play on the porch. His 
mother was busily sewing just inside the door, not six 
feet away. Wondering what was keeping Andrew so 
quiet, she turned to the door and found him dead— 
strangled by the crupper of her saddle. The shock was 
such that she never fully recovered from the effects, 
though she lived for more than fifty years afterwards. 

Sarah Jane Duffield became the wife of Joseph 
Moore, son of the late Addison Moore. 

Nancy Ellmi Duffield was married to the late Mar 
cellus Ratliff, and now lives on a portion of the old 
homestead near Green hill school house. 

William Duffield, son of Abram and Hannah Duf¬ 
field, married Hannah Brock, daughter of Thomas 
Brock. He settled near the Sulphur Spring. 

present occupied by William Gay, who 
Gay, is a daughter of William 
was a Union soldier, and had remar 
ventures while escaping from the army below Rich- 

and making his way with five or six others 
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@ 




ist Virginia, the 




ev. 

















ochran and 



1 and Pocahontas back to Stony Tree 

♦ 

aroline Duffield was married to Geor 
They are Hying in Iowa, haying 
prosperous home. 

Hannah Dutfield was married to Davi 
ives at the end of Droop Mountain. 

One of William Duffield’s daughters died in early 
youth of what was called the “cold plague/’ but judg¬ 
ing from reported symptoms it would be called now 
“congestive chills.*’ 

This hard working man, William Duffield, finally 
met his death by a tree falling upon him which he was 
chopping for browse. Thq snow was quite deep, 
when the family became uneasy that he did not come 
to dinner, Rebecca, the eldest of the family, went to 
see what was the reason. She found him dead under 
the tree, buried in the snow. She told what had hap¬ 
pened, and other members sf the family hastened to 
the neighboring homes for assistance. Rebecca went 
back and chopped the large tree in two, and had the 

1 

og rolled away before any one had time to get there, 
and was holding her poor dead father’s head 
arms. Rebecca now resides in Kansas, and is r 
ed to be living in very comfortable circumstance 

Mary Duffield became the wife of Alexander 
and went to the west. 





The writer cherishes very tender recollections 
John Duffield, the honest and faithful miller, whom 
met so frequently at mill when a mere youth. 
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v oners 



e the venerable man’s death we 



afte 





more than thirty years. It ’ 
vice, and during the recess we 
>r some time. He feelingly expressed 

lim to meet once more in t 

From what I can learn this was about the last time 



% 













riend ever put to his lips the visible cup of 


salvation 


m 


WILLIAM WANLESS. 

For more than a hundred years the Wanless name 
las been a familiar one in our region of country. Ac¬ 
cording to tradition vaguely entertained, Ralph and 
Stephen Wanless, natives of England, came to Virgin¬ 
ia and settled on the Wanless place, near Mount Tabor 
school house, in the “Hills, ” five miles north of Hun¬ 
tersville. One of Ralph s sons was William Wanless, 
who married Nancy Wilson, from near Fort Defiance, 
Virginia. She was a sister of the wife of Isaac Moore, 
Senior, of Knapps Creek. They settled on Back Al¬ 
leghany, and were the parents of nine daughters and 
seven sons. The daughters were Rachel, Jane, Eliza, 


Martha, Nancy Ann, Margaret who died aged 7 years 


1 


Mary 


when a 





aged 15 years, Melinda who was drowned 
woman in Leatherbark Creek, and Ma¬ 




sons were James, Andrew, Nelson, 
two unnamed who died in infancy. 



1 




Logan 




m 



eldest daughter, married the late John 
ettled in Randolph County, lived awhile 
ounty, and finally located on Alleghany. 



Mi 







iin was a very estimable citizen, 

%* 1 

le Presbvterian church, and a verv 

•• - 

an upright person in his 






in 



elder 









* 





u*ence to the Logan family these particulars are gi\ 


en 


m 


Nancy Jane Logan is on Back Alleghany 











Ann Logan became Mrs Enos Curry, 
the homestead. Mary Elizabeth Logan wa 
to John Curtis, and settled on Back 
becca Logan married James Galford, and lives on 
Back Alleghany. Ina Josephine Logan was married 
to Samuel Renick Hogsett and lives on Browns creek. 
Preston Logan died at the age of seven, and William 
Logan when three years old. 

Jine Wan less was married to the late David 
Laughlin near Driftwood. 

Eliza Wanless was married to the late Cheslev K. 

«/ 

K. Moore, of Dunmore, and now lives on Alleghany. 
Martha became Mrs Henry Nottingham. 

Nancv Ann married P. Nicholas and moved to Min- 

4 / 

nesota, where she now lives. 

Matilda Wanless was married to William Cassell, on 
Greenbrier River, a few miles east of Green bank. 

The Rev James Wanless, a brother of William 
less, was in his day widely known as a minister 
M. E. Church, and in the last years of his 
the pale of the M. P. Church. Early in life he mai 






e was 


ried Miss Elizabeth Sharp, daughter of Job 
Senior, one of the original settlers near Fro 

on Thorny Creek at the place owned 
by Newton Fertig. Sometime in the 
Wanless cleared considerable land. 



Sharp 
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about 


a blacksmith, and lived on 
Irvine Brick House, While trying to shoe a re- 

herse belonging to Squire John Hamilton, 

His 






ago, he was instantly killed. 


9 


sons were 


W a n 1 e 



F., William, and James. 


Re\ 









OCCll 



the three nephews and reared 
In the meantime he prospered financial- 
bought from James Sharp the property now 
by John F. Wanless. In connexion with his 
farming enterprises, James Wanless operated two mills 
and prospered enough to accumulate a very respectable 
competency for those times. 

James Wanless was a zealous local preacher, and 
rarely ever spent a silent Sabbath. He seemed to have 
had great admiration for John the Baptist as a model 
backwoods preacher. It was evidently his belief that 
it was his duty to lift up a voice in the Pocahontas wil¬ 
derness against the vanities of the times. His spirit 
would be deeply stirred by the advent of a new fashion 
and then he would look up Mathew xi. 8 for his text: 
“But what went ye out for to see ? A man clothed in 


soft raiment ? 


Behold they that wear soft clothing are 


in king’s houses. ,1 

While commenting on the wearing of soft raiment 
then the preacher would assign to the fashions and the 
vices their portion in due season, as he thought 
needed, 
and hearer 





ed in 




“Now just consider what I say, my brethren 

How would John the Baptist have loo 
ow tailed coat, pointed toed shoes 
e, and stovepipe hat, et enter* 




t 



devout 




felt it would have been out of the 
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ohn to have been fond 



such 



mars 




mnv of the younger people from their talk 
nought that to be in the fashion was to make 
stem in a downward career. 









While it is hard to suppress our smiles, still it must 

acknowledged that when it was felt 
ristian duty to be plain and economical, 





saved a 

vast deal of needless expenditure, and to rear a family 
and furnish a passable home was not the heavy, per¬ 
plexing business it is now. 

Ralph Wanless, Junior, lirst married Anna Poage, 
daughter of G. W. Poage of the Levels. After living 
in Huntersville several years as tin* village blacksmith, 
he located on the homestead at Mount Tabor. Their 
children were George Poage, Hopkins, Mil uni, Sam- 


1, and Margaret. 
John Wanless mai 
id in Lewis Countv 


ried Elizabeth Bridger, and set- 
Mrs Wanless was noted for her 
skill in nursing the sick, and her services were in de- 


#/ 


inand far nnd near. Sick 


so much confi 


deuce in her that thev seemed to think there was no 

«/ 

mless could be had in time. 


( 


nger of dying if Mrs Waides: 
Most all the Wanless brothei 


industrious and 


k 


m 


acquired from their father, 


who seems to have been a genius in that line of indus- 



peo 



times. 




W1 len Ralph Wanless and his sons wrou 
and caused the primitive forests to i 

resonant striking of hammers and 




m 


i 





ft 










iness was of essential importance, 
times most of the implements used in clearin 




§ 
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Toiling, rejoicing, sorrowing, 

Onward through life he goes, 

Each morning sees some task begun, 

Each evening sees its close— 

Something attempted, something done 
Has earned a night’s repose. 

Thanks, thanks to thee, my worthy friend, 
For the lesson thou hast taught : 

Thus at the flaming forge of life 
Our fortunes must be wrought, 

Thus on the sounding anvil shaped 
Each burning deed and thought. 

—The Village Blacksmith. 


WALTER DR1NNON. 


Among the pioneer settlers of the Ed ray district the 


Drinnons are believed to have been among the very 


first. 


gram 


From what the venerable James McCollam, 
on of Lawrence Drinnon, remembers there wer 







*s, Charles, Lawrence, and Thom 






* 


in non from Ireland. 


It 


is more 





came here about the time John McNee 


o 



460 


HISTORY OF POO \ Ho NT AS COUNTY 


and 



innison brothers had made theii 


k_ 





in 



e Levels, for they came from the same county 





i 


mrhood. 


Lawrence Drinnoii settled on the Green 



it 


% 







nouth of Stony (’reek. His wife was a mein 



i 


of the Day family, referred to in tli 





IIII ISO l 




ler name is not lemembered. Their children were 
James, Charles, John, Busan, and Bally. 

Busan married John Boggs, and lived for years in 
the Meadows of Greenbrier. Mr Boggs was engaged 
for a long time with Charles McClung, a noted Green¬ 
brier grazier and stock dealer, and prospered in busi¬ 
ness. From Greenbrier he went to Putnam County, 
entered 16,000 acres of land, and founded the notable 
Boggs settlement by situating his 
around him. 


sons and daughters 


Sally 1 Million became Mrs William McCollam, and 
lived on Bucks Mountain. 

John Drinnon married his cousin Elizabeth, daugh¬ 
ter of Thomas Drinnon, the Ed ray pioneer, and open¬ 
ed up the property lately owned by Thomas Auldridge, 
Senior. His sons were Thomas, Lawrence, James, 
and John. Thomas Drinnon married Rebecca Grimes 
and lived in Huntersville, keeping jail and shoemak- 




Finallv lie went to Harrison County. 


T wo 







m 



r 



sons were with the Union cavalry 

of Droop Mountain. Lawrence Drinnon mar 
Bettie Ratliff, and moved to 


James Drinnon went to Nicholas County 
non went to Clay County, and was a 







m 





Nicholas counties. 
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war 


John Drinnon, of Lawrence, -was a soldier 

camp near Norfolk. 





1 



12, and was in 




was out on dress parade, rather too 

measles, took a relapse 






soon after 


At 



time the late William Gay, Senior, was a 
youth living at Josiah Brown's. He had been to mill 

s Creek and was returning home after sun- 

it was getting dusk as lie came near the 


on 



down, and 
place wher 


to Thomas Anld- 


present 


The 


way 


to B 


went 


up the crest of the ridge on the side of which are the 



t 


of the John Drinnon residence vet to be seen. 


♦/ 


The 


bov looked 


to see what it was, and there in a fence corner lie saw 

John Drinnon, wrapped in a blanket, and seemed to 

be taking liis rest, but before he could speak to him 

the horse started off at headlong speed, and he could 

not check him up before reaching Brown’s. He told 

le family he had seen John Drinnon on his way 

lome, and now thev would hear news from the war. 

7 •/ 

Upon going to Drinnon ’s however it was found that 


he had not come in, and when they looked for him he 


cou 



not be found. 


The whole matter remained a mystery until David 





John R. Flemmens returned bringing 


le 


news 










innon's death. Upon comparing the time 
with the time Gay saw the apparition ; 

, there was a striking coincidence 





Thomas Drinnon, brother of Lawrence the pioneei 

After him Drin noil’s 


i 
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so ho has a monument as enduring 
hills. He made the first opening 
village of Ed ray now stands and ow 

comprise the attractive farm 






w 



a 













p» 


a 






such a charming scene when vOwed fr 

on the mountain road, whence is 





% 



CF 



some 



tlie most pieturesqe mountain scenery in our county 
Near where his house stood had been a favorite camp 
ing place for Indians, and many stone relics in later 
vears have been found in the fields thereabouts 

f 

fine, bold spring is one of the features of the 
near William Sharp’s present i 
Drinnon’s home was broken up 


A 





ence. Thouia 
Indians and his 
wife carried away prisoner and cruelly murdered on 



Elk Mountain, several miles from her home. 


The 


names of his sons were Jacob, William, and James. 
Jacob Drinnon married Elizabeth, daughter of John 

Smith, on Stoney Creek, and settled in Nicholas coun- 

7 ' 

ty. William Drinnon lived in Nicholas county. 
James Drinnan settled in Muskingum county, Ohio. 



Il( 


He seems to have been deeply interested in 
concerning silver on Elk Mountain, at a locality called 
Hickory Ridge. It is belived he returned from Ohio 
and spent quite a while in efforts to identify the place, 
but was not able to make the find he was 
Charles Drinnon, believed 
brother of Thomas and Lawrc 



to have been 









several years. When redeemed 
home he frequently complained of it, as if he \\ 

leave his captors so attached he seemed 
become to Indian usages, manners and customs 












i 
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yoini 








ere might have been a 
le question, a daughter of 

leave this for what it may 

a/ 

5 confecture. At any rate he 










about 



ling and he always had a good 


word 



the Indian friends of his youth. One of the nice 
pleasant things about Indian habits in his 



estimation 


was that his oid friends make their fires, took the good 

were never in a hurrv about their business 


o 
of 





kind. His name is pei 


by 


owned by Anderson Barlow. The legend is that this 


field 


Charles Dr 


proba 


the first opening on Hazel Ridge. It is now desig 
>d as the “Charley Field. ” 


The compilor has recently learned from a very au¬ 
thentic source some particulars which he hopes the rea¬ 
der may notice and correct a statement elsewhere made 
about Mr Baker, who was killed by an Indian, being 
named James and a school teacher. His name was 
Henry Baker and he was doing a job of clearing for 
Lawrence Drinnon. Richard Hill was employed in 
raising the house a story higher and putting on a new 
roof. Patrick Slator w T as the school teacher and one 
of his pupils was the late Mrs Sally McCollain. Law¬ 
rence Drinnon had recently set out some apple trees 
he had carried from Hardy county. Early in the mor¬ 
ning of Baker's death some one was seen among these 
trees and it was supposed to be Slator pulling up tin 
weeds and grass, it turned out however to be an In¬ 
dian warrior. Soon as night came after the shooting 
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I 


1 





Nathan, a colored serv 
Driimon, was sent across tin 

ountain, crossing Knapps ( reek 
then following Buckley M 
Greenbrier at Stephen Cave Ran, and thence 
the fort at Midpoint, located where Isaac 
residence now stands. 


f 

1 



f 


1 

















18 



ROBERT MOORE 

Robert Moore was a son of Moses Moore, the 
tinguished pioneer. He w f as born May 27, 1772, 
was reared on Knapps Creek. His wife was Rebecca 
McCollarn, of Brown’s Mountain, near Driscol. After 
living a number of years on the Greenbrier at the 
Bridget* place, he moved to Ed ray on the Drennon 
opening. They were the parents of five sons, Isaac, 
Robert, Andrew, James, William, and one daughter, 
Jane, who became Mrs Andrew Outfield and lived 
the head of Stoney Creek, now owned by the Delan¬ 
ey family who recently moved into our county. 

Isaac Moore married Catherine Gillilan and 





at Ed ray where S. B. Moore lives, 
were three sons and five daughters. 

came Mrs Amos Barlow, first wife; Rebecca 
Mrs David Hannah; Elizabeth is Mrs Bryson 


In 


Mary 











near Frost; Eveline became Mrs Raul 
now Mrs William Sharp. 




•t k • 




i 


© 




A1 




d au 





or Moore married 


: the late Robert Gay 





( 


Mrs 





1 
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He lives near Edray. His children are John Kenney, 
Evansville, Indiana; Robert, in Butte City, Montana 




ia Miami, 



> 


was the late Mrs Isaac 


# 


wi 



Nebraska, now Mrs John Young; and 



abeth, now Mrs Davis Barlow. 


William Rives Moore married Ruth Gay, and lived 

♦ 

near Ed ray. He was a person greatly respected. His 



sympathies were with the Union adherents, and 
died at Wheeling during the war, after many vicissi¬ 
tudes. 

Samuel Bryson Moore married Ann Sharp and lives 
on the Ed ray homestead, and is a farmer and mer¬ 
chant. Mrs Effie Barlow and Mrs Flora Gay are his 

daughters. 

Andrew Moore fell from a tree near the sugar camp 
at the Bridger place in early youth, and was instantly 

killed. 

William Moore, upon attaining his majority, went 
to Ohio, where he rose to eminence as a physician and 
became widely known as a preaching elder in the 

Church of the Disciples. 

James R. Moore, upon his marriage with Mrs Jane 
Funkhouser, of Rockbridge County, lived some years 
on part of the homestead. He thence moved to 

His children were Porterfield, Ephraim 
and Mary Ellen. The latest information the 
have of his sons they were arranging for a trapping 
and hunting excursion to the Rocky Mountains. They 

previously hunted a great deal in the Williams 
wilds and were quite successful. The mantle of 
their eminent ancestor, Moses Moore, seems to have 
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them. 

Moore, Junior, married 
-daughter of Richard Hill, 
iving on the Ed ray homestead many year 
> Iowa. . His sons are Franklin, Moses, 

Franklin D. Moore married Sallie Youn 
es at Fort Scott, Kansas. 

Moses C. Moore married Susan Livermore, and 










a brief residence at Ed ray, moved to Kansas. He i 
telegraph operator. Mrs Moore is a teacher. 

George P. Moore first married Lizzie Poage, 
settled on a section of the Ed ray homestead. His sec¬ 
ond marriage was with Mrs Ruth Moore. He is a local 
elder in the pale of the M. E. Church, a successful 
merchant and grazier, proficient as a mechanic, Coro¬ 
ner of the county, and has been commissioner of the 

court* and President of the Pocahontas Bank. 

#• 

The property owned by Robert Moore was first 
opened by Thomas Driunon, and is one of the ear 
settlements in this regions. The Drinnon tract mu 
have included thousands of acres. The quality of the 

land is of the best, much of it spontaneously sodding 
in bluegrass when timber is belted. Parties who know 
are rather reticent as to the precise spot occu 
Drinnon cabin home, since surveying 
been so anxious to locate it. It will 

Thomas Drinnon's home was broken 
of his family killed and carried into 
Indians. 

When Robert Moore took possession 



















were 





He and his sons made 



ive nn 



BISTOBY 
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of a verv substantial character. 

as 

ed a commodious two story brick building, the 
and- only building of its kind in the vicinity. The 





Sharp 


and much o 



ed in the new building. A field 
William Sharp’s in the direction 

been one of the first to 










be cultivated 


nought 

It is more than, likely that the first time Robert 
Moore ever set foot on lands some day to be his own, 


when he came from the 


with his father and 


others in pursuit of French surveyors and their Indian 
guides. An Indian was killed and a Frenchman 
wounded near where the two prongs of the Indian 
Draft converge. It has not been so many years since 
human remains were unearthed near that place. 


It is 


the impression of some, too, that it was the dispersion 
of this exploring party that originated the legends of 


hidden treasures In two or three localities of our coun¬ 
ty, some near Millpoint others near Marlinton. 

Robert Moore was the worthy son of a worthy fath¬ 
er. Everybody had confidence in 44 Uncle Bobby,” 
and when he went hence to be no more, genuine tears 
embalmed the memory of the kind, honest, and brave 
old settler. 


ISAAC MOG1R 


One of the sacred duties resting on the living is to 
preserve memories of worthy citizens now deceased, 
and heed the lessons illustrated, that may stimulate 
and encourage useful endeavors to have similar aims 
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in our own 



w i i 


es. 



“For as the light 

Not only serves to show but render 
Mutually profitable; so our lives 
In acts exemplary, not only win 
Ourselves good names, but do to others give 
Matter for virtuous deeds by which we live/ 


1 


The 


to perform such a service 


and 


3 ap- 

asso- 




were 

from 


with reference to Squire Isaac Moore, w 

pears in the first records of our county, 
ciated with its history for forty years. 

He was born March 2, 1800, at the “Bridge 
four or five miles east of Edray. He grew up fai 
with many of the privations of pioneer life, but 
happily exempt from the risks and perils that 
such features of the times a few years previously 
Indian raids. 

The surroundings of his home were picturesque: 
river with its rapid waters of crystal purity, the over¬ 
hanging hills that bordered the wooded valley w 
the log home stood, made a scene that would attract 
notice anywhere. It was only one place among hun¬ 
dreds to be found in a vast expansive region to which 
Homer's famous line about Ithaca would apply: 




a 


A rough \a ild nurse land, whose crops were men. 



Here Mr Moore lived and toiled until 
The greatest sorrow of his young life was 
his brother Andrew buried. He was killed 

a tree near the sugar camp, while members 









were stirring off a kettle of 
Robert Moore, his father, moved his family 
and built near 











11 






noted Drinnon Spring, 
aac Moore married Miss Catherine 






land, daughter of Squire John Gilliland, whose resi 
deuce was on top of the mountain overlooking 




T 



% 







young people soon settled in the woods near 

Not a tree was cut before Mr Moore be¬ 
gan to clear out a place for a house, garden, and grain 

Three times a day the young wife would go to 
Drinnon spring, nearly a mile away, to attend the 
milking, churning, and getting things for table use. 

Mr Moore was fond of books and was anxious to be¬ 
come a good scholar. He diligently improved his op¬ 
portunities, and with such assistance as he received 
from an old field school teacher he mastered what was 
called the three 4 * R"s’’—Rithmetic, Reading, and Rit- 

Fortunately for him Colonel John Baxter, a near 
or, had what is believed to have been the largest 
and best collection of books in the county, probably as 
many as one hundred volumes—history, travel, fiction, 
and poetry. He had the use of these books at -will, 
and thus his taste for reading was in a measure 
fied until he could procure ample reading elsewhere 
For a good many winters young Moore tau 

near the present residence of Geor 
It was of the pioneer style, built of unhewn 
chinked and daubed, roofed with boards, kept in 
by press poles, one end taken up by the chimney 

window extended the entire 


mg 

nei 
















ticks and clay. 
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one side, lighted with gi 





a sub 



or 



88 . 













dur- 
and 
por- 
whole 
utary. 
the 



The Barlows, Moores, Baxters, Duncans 
and Duffields were the chief patrons of the 
ing the years of his service. To promote 
discipline the young teacher cut a haw switch 
tentious length and placed it in view 
school, aud for a time the effect appeared 
One day, however, just as play time was over 
scholars were gathering in, the teacher was arranging 
a backlog, and while in a stooping position one of the 
scholars took down the switch and dealt the teacher 
stinging blow across the shoulder and side of the 
He skipped out of the door and ran at the top of his 
speed through the woods with the teacher in hot pur 
suit. In about a half mile the fugitive was overtaken, 




wearing 



and the first impulse was to punish him by 
out the switch. The recreant scholar seemed so sorrv 
and plead so piteously that the teacher relented 
agreed to let him off that time. He became 
boy and gave no more trouble. 

At the first term of the Pocahontas Court 


a goo 




Moore 


was appointed a captain of the 127th Regiment of Vir¬ 
ginia Militia. He served as magistrate for many y 



and was high Sheriff when 


his time came as 




member of the court. He was one of 
ness agents of his neighborhood in drawin 
deeds, writings, and articles of agreement, in 













l 











Important changes in 
him were made, and new roa 
his request a largely attended meeting was 








held to consider reforms in the schools. So much wa 
he interested in educational affairs that at this meetin 
a Board of Education was organized to supervise the 





such 




Ed ray district, and have them taught 
is were examined and approved 
a spirited controversy in the 
have silent schools in place of the noisy vocal school 
His point was carried and silent schools became 










rule 


This occurred about the year 1846. 


In politics Mr Moore was a Henry Clay Whig. 
Among his last votes, perhaps his very last, he cast for 
the ordnance of secession. During the summer and 
fall of 1861 Ed ray swarmed with soldiers on the march 
or in the camp. Mr Moore contracted camp fever late 
in the season. About the time he had convalesced 
enough to move about, he was seized by measles of a 
malignant type, from which he died December, 5, 
1861, in the 62cl year of his age. 

Some years previously he avowed his faith in Christ. 
Until lately the writer of this tribute had a letter 
ten to him while at College by Mr Moore, giving in¬ 


writ- 


formation of the great cliang 
mind, and of his new desires 
that letter, too, he expressed 


3 that had come o 
and heavenly hop 


his 

In 


he had not 


borne the cross from his youth, and permitted 


« 


year 




away unmindful of his 


Christ 



open 



© 


He was a conscientious 




from 


not 



old 


He had the 




To the writer and many others 







be for 


come 
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His memory long will live alone 
In all their hearts as mournful light, 
That broods above the fallen sun 
And dwells in heaven half the nig 


WILLIAM MOORE. 

This paper is devoted to the memory of William 
Moore, the youngest of Moses Moore's sons. It is be¬ 
lieved by some that the plaee of his birth, (which oc¬ 
curred September 18, 1784,) was near the McClintic 

Mill on Swago. The locality was indicated quite re¬ 
cently by some apple trees of great age. His youth 
and early manhood were passed on Knapps Creek. 
After his marriage to Christine Dods, of Rockbridge 
County, he lived for a time near Timber Ridge in that 
county, and then settled permanently on Hazef Ridge, 

on lands now owned bv Lee Carter and Anderson Bar- 

* 

low, between one and two miles west of Ed ray. Their 
family consisted of three sons and two daughters: 
James Elliot, Addison, Alexander, Margaret and Jane. 

Margaret Moore was married to Colonel John W. 
Ruckman, and lived near Millpoint. 

Jennie Moore married Captain William IX Hefner. 
Captain Hefner was a millwright by occupation. After 
iving in Pocahontas some years he located in 

. He was a gallant Confederate 
fective scout, and finally lost his life in 
Lewisburg, along with his eldest son 
Hefner now lives in Kansas. Pathetic memories 
in the mind as we think of the father and son fall in 
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their blood in death on the 



g 





dust 


one 


ed 


grave 



Moore first married Mary Bradshaw, near 


Huntersvi 



1 


and settled on the homestead 


His 



ond marriage was with Mary Duffield, and 



Kansas 




The names of his children: 



at an advanced age at the home 


cian. 


Florence, Susie, Mary Winters, Frankie, aud Elliot. 

Addison Moore, after his marriage with Elizabeth 
Hannah on Elk, settled on Hazel Ridge, where he liv¬ 
ed many years- went to Iowa, then returned, and died 

of his son, William 
Allen Moore, at Huttonsville a few years since. 

7 

Addison Moore seemed to have been a born physi- 

He acquired by reading and experimenting con¬ 
siderable medical skill, and rendered much valuable 
service to afflicted friends and neighbors. 

James E. Moore was married three times. His first 
wife was Margaret Sutton. Her children were Davis, 
who died in Iowa; John Sutton, a prominent teacher of 
schools in Pocahontas County; Enoch H., a merchant; 
Bryson, Confederate soldier, slain at Gettysburg; Ra¬ 
chel, wife of the late M. A. Friel; Martha, first wife 

*ew Tayl or, and lived on Laurel Creek; and 
Agnes, now Mrs Rufus Wheeler of the Baltimore Con- 


o 






Second wife was Mary Bmr. Her only son, 

owned at Ronceverte a few years since 





m 





Luemma, daughter of Samuel Har¬ 
per on Knapps Creek. Her daughter Ella, now Mrs 




m 



o 




irdie, wife of Rev W. H. Ballengee 
Conference. Lloyd Moore rnarr 



* 
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Ressie Bird, and liv'es in Lynchburg, 




Moore married Annie Cleek and lives near 

Lee Moore married Lizzie Hicks, of Bath 

# 

le Midpoint homstead. 

Rev James E. Moore was a busy man 

100I in many places at intervals 
? years, was a local Methodist preacher 
, a laborious farmer, and was Commissioner 





« 





1 






near 









* V 


enue. 


He is remembered by the old 





went out to Grafton with Captain Andrew McJs 

cavalry and Captain L). A. Stofer’s 4 'Pocahontas 
cues, 11 for the farewell address that he delivered at 
John Varner s, near Split Rock, one Sabbath morning. 
This scene connected with the departure of these troops 
for the most advanced and exposed post of the Con¬ 
federate frontier, ready to do and dare, was full of in- 

4 %/ 7 

terest. By the next Sabbath these troops were at Graf¬ 
ton with their "tin cups and pocket knives, 11 ready to 
do and dare in the nearest north and most exposed 
all Confederate positions. 

General William Skeene also made an address in re¬ 
sponse to Mr Moore’s, and some of his words are yet 
fresh in the memories of aged men. In his most im¬ 
passioned and eloquent manner General Skeene ex¬ 
claimed: "If you will attend to the ballot 
will attend to the cartridge boxes, and we w 




we 





enjoy the blessings of liberty amid these gi 
bringing our laurels with us.” 









The few persons now remaining 

-"Uncle Billy” as he wa 
of him as the kindest 










body 





% 
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rs Moore built up a very 



home 




% 



a nice family. 


This 







nown for open handed hospitality. 

old “Aunt Teenie,” as she was 
by the neighbors, was one of 
benevolent of persons in seasons of 
ness or bereavement. She spared no pains 












or 


night at all seasons, in vernal showers, in summer's 
heat, in autumn storms, or wintry snows, Aunt Tenie's 
skillful hand would be one of the first to bring relief 

when pain and anguish furrowed a neighbor's brow, or 
where the death angel was heard knocking at the door 
of some one’s life. Her religious proclivities were de¬ 
cidedly and very positively presbyterian. 

While not a member of the church, William Moore s 
walk and conversation exemplified all the visible traits 
of genuine Christian principle, 
ing in the old Hamlin Chapel, some years before his 
decease, he was invited by the class leader, the late 
John R. Duitield, to testify what he thought of the 
Christian religion. William Moore arose in that sol¬ 
emn and dignified manner for which he was rather re¬ 
markable, and stated that he had been a praying 
son for fifty years, and had conscientiously tried to live 


In a religious meet- 



w 




conscience void of offence toward Cod 









and, moreover, it was his heart’s desire hereafter 

conscience toward the same. This 
remembered as one of the most to 
heard in that venerable place of worship. 

[er. his brother 







When Aaron Moore, on the Greenbrier, 
was nearing his end, William Moore paid 


him 


w 




4 
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l 






proved his final visit. His kind heart was 

aged brother so near death 
e kneeled at the bed side 
t in prayer and fraternal intercession 
ying brother. They then parted to 
A more impressive scene is hard to imagine. 
Mrs Moore’s death was occasioned by a cancerous 
affection. Mr Moore survived her a few year 

These esteemed persons, so lovely and pleasant in 
their lives, lived to a great age. They have quietly 
gone from us, and are now—with so many others—at 
rest in the Duffield burying ground. 


This 


is a 





that should be carefully and sacredly cared for as Gods 
Acre, planted with so much precious, immortal 
that will some day appear springing up to the prais 
and glory of our Redeemer’s blood. 


JAMES COOPER, 

During most of the 19th century the Cooper name 
has been familiar in our region. James Cooper, the 

progenitor of the Cooper relationship, was a native of 
Augusta 

section of that great County. Having married Nancy 
Agnes Wooddell, he came over with the Wooddells, 
very early in the settlement of the upper section of our 
county, and 

N. Gum, near Greenbank, then known 
Woods. They were the parents of four sons and six 

daughters. 



opened up property now owned 




County, and was reared in the Mossy Creek 


* 








Mar 





# 




r became Mrs Woods, and 
Highland County, 
became Mrs Enoch Hill and 

Her daughter Harriet 







III 



Mrs 


Fling, and lived at Flag, 



Ohio. Nannie 

other Mrs Fling, and lived in Ritchie County. 

Jane Cooper became Mrs Andrew Kerr and livec 
near Dumnore. Her daughter Nannie became Mi 

* o 

Washington Hoover; Anne, now Mrs Ravmer Davis, 


Her daughters were 


near Greenbank; Caroline, now Mrs Gatewood Sutton, 
at Durbin. Her son William Kerr in Pocahontas, and 
John Kerr lives in Lewis County. 

f 

Lucinda Cooper became Mrs John Alexander Gilles¬ 
pie, late of Greenbank. Her children were Taylor, 

■ 

Amos, and Wise, the three sons. 

Nancy, who became Mrs George Beverage; Rachel, 
now Mrs Henry Sheets, near Dun more; Margaret now 
Mrs John L. Hudson, near Louise, Mary now Mrs 
George Sheets, and Martha. 

Nancy and Melinda are the names of James Coopers 
other two daughters. Thomas Cooper died in youth. 

John T. Cooper married in Marion County. He was 
h popular physician. He resided a number of year 
in Parkersburg and then at Claysville, where he died 
in 1878. His daughter Flora teaches school in 
kersburg. His son James a foreman in machine shop 
at Parkersburg and other points. Another son Arthur 



i 




■esbyterian minister in Illinois, and 






three children deceased. 


Dr 



r read medicine with the late 




of the Warm 




He was prominent 
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r 



circles, being a ruling elder in a Parkersburg 
terian congregation. 

Janies Harvey Cooper married Julia Ann Whitman 

*ier County. They were the parents 
sons and three daughters. The daughters wer* 


! 









who 



in 1861, Julia Ann, and Rebecca 


# 




ence to the sons we have this remarkable 



sad 


re- 


eorc 


Tliey were all Confederate soldiers. Robert 


died in the war. James lost an arm rn battle. 


John 



* 

and Charles were each severely wounded, and George 
was killed in 1864 in battle n&ar Fishers Hill. 

Joseph W. Cooper married Rachel Tallman Sutton 
and lived near Greenbank. They were the parents . 
four sons and one daughter: Rachel, George Clark, 
James Amos, John William, and Charles Calvin. In 
1863 in the course of three weeks the dipthiretic 
scourge removed the mother, her daughter and three 
sons by death. 

J. W. Cooper's second marriage was with Harriet 
Wade of Bath County. She lived about one year. 

His third marriage was with Mary Arbogast, near 
Glade Hill. Snowden, Walter, and Vivian were the 
children of this marriage. 

Xu 

The writer would hereby cheerfully acknowledge the 

due George C. Cooper for assistance rendered 
by him on the wayside, July 1, 1901, when we casu- 


i 




ally met near Marvin Chapel and took 
apple tree, the thermometer 96 degree 


under 


an 






iven by this grandson of the 
ketch could not have been prepai 
of a most worthy pioneer would hav 
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name appears in the organization of 

. He 





Jame 


one of the constables 
public as magistrate, assessor, an 

H e was regarded with high esteem for hi 
elevated character in social and business re- 
was a prominent member of the Liberty 
Church in the early history of that historic congrega- 

«/ ts o 0 




hone 





tion, and his influence was ever for good morals, in¬ 
telligence, and refinement of manners, himself being a 
fine specimen of what is termed “a gentleman of the 


o 



school,'’' and was noted for his polite and gracious 
manners, correct and entertaining conversational pow¬ 
ers. 


ALEXANDER WADDELL. 

One of the pioneers of our county from whom quite 
a number of our people trace their descent was Alex¬ 
ander Waddell. He was of Scotch-Irish descent and 
was among the earliest settlers in the neighborhood of 

Marvin Chapel. His wife was a Miss Rouss. He 
came from Augusta County before the Revolution, but 

in what year is not certainly known. He came out to 
examine the country, and looked over the Levels 
the lands beyond Buckeye and around ScwalTs Cave, 
and selected the place so long known as the Waddell 

where the public road reaches the highest 
on the mountain in passing from Buckeye to Midpoint 
When he first explored the Levels all was ms 

, and he might have entered 
He concluded it was too 










/ 










w 



where he 



T 







he preferred the lands north 

could be high enough to 

•, Martha, married 
ray, mentioned elsewhere. 
Waddell married William 




point 














Ed 



Ann Waddell married Squire James Sharp of Beaver 


reek. 


Each of these sons-in-law of the e 



pioneer 


are specially mentioned in this book as men of promi¬ 
nence in the affairs of the county. 

Mary Waddell married Squire John Gillilan, near 
Millpoint. This large family moved to Missouri, 
where their numerous descendants have their prosper¬ 
ous homes. 

Jennie Waddell married Josiah Brown, near Edray. 

Miriam Waddell was married to John Thompson and 
moved to Ohio. 

The Waddell sons were John, William, and Alexan¬ 
der. To give his sons a chance to have their homes 
near him, the venerable pioneer concluded to move 
Ohio and settled near Gallipolis. These sons all died 
in Ohio, and their history is not much known to their 
friends in West Virginia. 

Mr Waddell seems to have been a fervently 



person 


It was his intense desire to live one 



years, and he made this desire for longevity 
of special prayer. He died in Ohio at the i 

and two years, thus receiving a 
and more of borrowed time. With long 
isfied him, and showed him his salvation. 












measur 
God sat 



The history of his life shows he had paid good atten 
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tion 


fourth P 









Thi 

eer peo 
danger 



reading where it is written in 



; “What man is he that desireth 
days that he may see good ? 
rom evil and thy lips from speaking 

do good; seek peace and pur 












m 







in was a great favorite with our pious pion 
to give them consolation in their times 
distress. 



RICHARD HUDSON. 

The Hudson family trace their ancestry to Richard 
Hudson, . whose wife was Elizabeth Redden. They 
came from Augusta County early in the century, and 
settled in the woods on the head waters of Sitlingtons 
Creek, on lands now held by their grandsons, War¬ 
wick B. and John L. Hudson. This land was purchas¬ 
ed from a Mr Armstrong. A small opening had been 
made by one Posten previously. Mr and Mrs Hudson 
were the parents of seven daughters and three sons. 

Sally and Polly Hudson went to Ohio and married 
and settled in that State. 

Keziah Hudson, of whom the writer has no definite 
information, more than that she was named after one 
of Job’s daughters. 

Rachel Hudson married Dysard and lived in Bar- 
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superintendent of 
Mathews and Captain J. 



ion t as 




C 

Alvon, West Virginia, are her sons. 
Nancy Hudson first married John Se\ 


Mathews 


1 




1 














Countv. Her second marriage was with 
Lockridge, of Bath County. 

Thomas Hudson went to Missouri, and in an 

settled there. 

Madison Hudson went to Maryland in his 
and married and reared a large family. He 
ed in business, and was a citizen of prominence in 
neighborhood and county affairs. 

Elijah Hudson married Margaret Heaver, daughter 
of James and Sally Heaver, who are believed to have 
been the first settlers on Back Alleghany. They went 
to housekeeping on the home place, and were the pa¬ 
rents of five daughters and eight sons: Jackson, Tho¬ 
mas, William, Warwick, Bird, Davis, Dallas, Paul 
McNeel, John Letcher, Sarah, Harriet, Laura, Nancy 
Jane, and Susan. In reference to the daughters we 
learn the following particulars. 

Sarah died in early youth. 

Harriet became Mrs John E. Gum, and lives near 
Greenbank. Her children are Dolly Bell, now Mrs 


Robert Ralston, in Highland. Nebraska is Mrs Oscar 
Orndorf; Margaret is at home. Charles went to Wis¬ 



consin. William located in Colorado, 
party of engineers when he lost his life 
operates a lumber train in Upshur County. 
Laura married Madison Humplirie 
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Susan is now Mrs Uriah Bird, and lives at 

mother of seven daughters and 



« 


in 






In reference to Elijah Hudson's sons the followin 





% 


e in hand: 


William Hudson was a Union soldier, and settled in 
Missouri, where he married Maggie Palmer. 



were the parents of four sons and one daughter. Their 
son Frank is in business in Oklahoma. William Hud¬ 
son is an eminent physician and banker. He has 


prospered greatly in business, and lives at Union Star, 
De Kalb County, Missouri. 

Paul McNeel Hudson also went to Missouri, and 
married Eliza Livingstone. They are both dead, and 
are survived by their daughter Mary. 

Davis Hudson, a Union soldier, settled in the west. 

Dallas Hudson, a gallant Confederate soldier, 31st 
Virginia Infantry, died in battle at Port Republic. 

Warwick Bird Hudson married Nancv Galford, and 

*/ 7 




on a part of the homestead. Their children are 

Frank, Mary Roxanna, Jesse Arden, and 

Rachel Cornelia Margaret. W. B. Hudson was a Con¬ 
federate lieutenant, 31st Virginia Infantry, and serv 



in the war from start to finish. 


John Letcher Hudson married Margaret Virginia 


Cl 









daughter of the late John Gillespie, 







old homestead on 


Sitlington 
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ward Arbuckle, Luther Gilbert, William 
Ethel Grace, Hattie Jane, Laura Mattie, Clara 
Lucv Elizabeth, and Minnie Ruth. 





m 




Kii 



• assisted by Mrs Virginia Hudson 


1 





t 




thus been enabled to illustrate in a measur 

of one of the oldest of Pocahontas 








noticed that Elijah Hudson's 
le main representatives of the relationship now in our 
county. For this reason and others special mention 
due his memory. 

Elijah Hudson, Esq., represented Pocahontas i 



Virginia Legislature, was a member of the Pocahontas 
Court, and transacted a great deal of neighborhood 
business, writing wills, deeds of conveyance, and arti¬ 
cles of agreement. He was endowed with natural 
abilities of a high order, and he persistently made the 
most of his limited opportunities for mental improve¬ 
ment. During his life he taught many terms in the 
Old Field school house for the benefit of his neighbors 
and his own family. 

He was a speaker of more than ordinary fluency. 
The writer heard him on but one occasion, in 1844. 
His manner was instructive and logical. The tones of 
his voice were soft, and his enunciation w r as so perfect 

not a word need be mistaken. His aim seemed 

9 

to convince and instruct rather than to 
It is the impression of some that 
in his life while making a 


ed a 


He seemed to take it for granted that everybody 
sensible like himself, and liked to hear sensible 
ing when the welfare of the country was in 
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He had a large pair of saddle bags about full of books, 
political pamphlets, aud clippings from the newspa¬ 
pers, to which he would frequently refer to illustrate 
and enforce the points he made. Taken altogether, the 
effort was statesmanlike, and much above the political 
harangue so much in vogue at the time. He was a 
Jacksonian Democrat. 

He died after much intense suffering March 4, 1881, 
aged about 80 years. Mrs Hudson survived her hus¬ 
band until December 31, 1889, when she too passed 
away, aged about 83 years. 

Late in life Mr Hudson became a member of the 
Liberty Church. He witnessed a very satisfactory, in¬ 
telligent profession of his faith in the atoning blood of 
Christ. The older people tell us that one of the most 
solemn scenes they ever saw at the old Libelty church 
was when Elijah Hudson arose in the presence of the 
congregation, and with a contrite spirit assumed his 
Christian vows before taking his place at the commun¬ 
ion table, to take the cup of salvation and call upon 
his Lord and Redeemer. 


Ju 





1 


JOHN SUTTON, SR. 

1894, was the last time the writer met 


late 






, was a native of Westmoreland County, 
lence was neighbor of the Washington family. 






Sutton, Junior, whose painful death 
cancerous affetion was mourned by a large circle 

friends. Much of the morning was occupied in 
reminiscence. His father, John Sutton 





mi 
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non 


age 


m 







m 


on the Potomac not far 
some years John Button, 
Warwick at the Dunmoi 












m 



century. Finally he bought land 
where his son, John Button, Junior, 





Mrs Sut¬ 



ton was Rachel Gillispie, daughter of Jacob Gillispie, 
who owned nearly all the land in sight of Greenbank 
looking north and east. Mrs Jacob Gillispie was Re¬ 
becca Berry, a half sister of Mary Vance Warwick, 
the widow Berry having married Mr Vance, who 
at Mountain Grove. Jacob Gillispie’s family consi 
ed of nine daughters and six sons. 

John Button, Senior, paid a visit to his old home on 
the Potomac where it is said to be twelve miles across. 
His friends seemed astonished when he told them he 
had seen the head spring and drank of its water on 
Laurel Fork, near what is known as the Wilfong Bet- 
tlement. 


IAMBS TALLMAN. 

Among the names identified with our county’s his¬ 


tory that of Tallman has figured pi 


mor 


hundred 


while there are scores of 


Tallman blood in their 


yet the 



so main 



is borne by but 

moved away to other counties and westeri 
The Tallman relationship trace their 
James Tallman, who was a native of Augusta 

Hi 



T 







Nancy Crawford 



countv 



after 


property 




HI 
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of Green bank, now held by Joseph Beard, the heirs of 

Dr Moomau. This must have 



am 








le Revolution, as all tlie probabilities 






There were in the 

♦ 

and two daughters: Rachel, 




t> 






1 


Benjamin, William, and Boone. 


Rachel 



wa 




married to Peter Bull, of 
of Adam Hull. 





Rebecca was married to Reuben SI a veil. 

Benjamin Tallman married Elizabeth Warwick, and 

on property now owned by Captain Siple. The 
names of his children William, James, Robert, John, 
yrus, and Nancy, who became Mrs Benjamin Tall- 
niau (son of Boone) and lives in Illinois. 

Benjamin Tallman was a colonel of the 127th regi¬ 
ment, a member of the court, represented the county 
in the Virginia House of Delegates, and was for many 
years a ruling elder in the Liberty Presbyterian 
church, and a justice of the peace. 

William Tallman married Jane Bradshaw, and set- 



on a section of the Tallman homestead. 


It 


was 


1 






leir son James Tallman who w r as the successor of 
Henry Moffett in the clerkship of Pocahontas courts. 

Boone Tallman, the third son of the early settler 
went to the Levels often enough to win the affections 

Mary Poage, daughter of George W. Poage 
children were George, James, Benjamin, who met 
death by drowning, and Rachel Ann, who became 
Enoch Burner. 

In reference to the second marriage of 

learn that his second 




*43 
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Jemima Gillispie. Their children wen 
Margaret, Sally, Samuel, and James. 

Jane Tallman became Mrs William 

Greenbank on the estate now 
Moomau. Their children were 
George, Alcinda, who married Isaac Moore, 
Dunmore, Margaret, who became Mrs David Maupin, 
first marriage, and Mrs Thomas Maupin, second mar¬ 
riage, a much esteemed lady —lately deceased. It was 
ler sou Harvey Maupin whose tragic death occurred 
near Marlinton in 1898, while sliding logs 
Arbogast the youngest, became Mrs Dr J. P 
and lives near Greenbank on the homestead. E 





Moomau, pharmacist at Lewisburg, Dr L. H. Moomau 

* 

at Greenbank, James Moomau, Mary, now Mrs Dr C. 
L. Austin, Misses Flora, Lillian. Boone, Lucy, and 
Frederick are their children. Dr Moomau is a physi¬ 
cian of more than forty years standing, and a promi¬ 
nent citizen of affairs. He has represented the county 
in the Legislature of West Virginia. 

Nancy Tallman became Mrs Brannon and lived in 
Lewis County. Margaret Tallman became Mrs Goff, 
and also lived in Lewis County. 

Sally Tallman was married to William Gum, and 
settled on Deer Creek. 

The Tallman relationship has been long and con 




identified with the development 
provement of important communities, 
people who aspired to be first in everythin 
moted the improvement and elevation of 
bors and. themselves, and their influence 
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name 


•D 


11 C5 


the writer 



SCO!' 







upon many characters. 


Though 


nigh ceased to be heard among 
eased to believe that the spirit c 
arly settler, is yet moving about 



1 







ies. 


DAVID L RUCKMAN. 

Fifty years ago one of the most active men in lower 
Pocahontas was David Little Ruckman, Constable of 
the Levels District. He was tall and wiry in person, 
quick and nervous in his movements, and usually rode 


in a rapid trot. 


He always meant business, and when 


he went to collect a debt the money or property had to 


be in evidence. Were an arrest to be made he nearlv 

C' 

always found the person that was wanted. His home 
was in the cove near Marvin, and is now occupied by 
his grandson, Mathews Ruckman. 

Full particulars of his ancestry are given in anothei 
chapter. David L. Ruckman was born on Back creek. 


chapter. David L. Ruckman was born on Back creek. 
He had three brothers who lived to be grown. Samuel 
Ruckman, whose son Colonel David V. Ruckman is 
widely known in our county. John Ruckman went to 


Ohio 


James Ruckman settled in Illinois. 


He had 




sisters: 


Fannie, who married John Gum. 







mother of Mrs Samuel Harper, on Km 
Mrs Martha Ginger, whose son George 




now resides in Huntersville, the village black- 



r, her husband, was killec 


during 




Ann Ruckman went with her brothei 


John 




m 
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David L. Ruckman came to Pocahontas in 1832 




ocated at the place already pointed out 

Priscilla Wade, daughter of Otho 
She was a very superior person in 





e married 

Highland. 








9 



ic died in I860. 


Her 




in 








m 




•teen years after their removal to 

* 

ir home in lower Highland. 

Charles Ruckman, their eldest son, was born 
Highland County. He was devoted to books and 
came one of the best scholars of his time. He taught 

school and transacted business for his father. He mar¬ 
ried Maggie Griffin, daughter of Jonathan Griffin, on 
Stony Creek. In the latter years of his life he 
a rheumatic invalid, but in spite of pain and suffering 
tried to be useful to the last. He moved to Ohio, am 
was survived by a son and daughter, Julia Ann and 

Leonidas. 

The second son Samuel, died at the age of 15 years. 

The third son was John Wade, lately living on the 
old homestead near Marvin. He was born in High¬ 
land, 1824, and was eight years old when the fami 
moved to this county. He married Margaret An 
Moore. Their son Mathews married Margaret Hogsett, 
daughter of Josiah T. Hogsett, and lives at the home¬ 
stead. Many years since Colonel Ruckman lost his 

ing. Some time before his death one of his eyes 
was seriously affected. Before he was overtaken 

afflictions none seemed to have better 
for wealth and advancement and social 












v 



James Watts Ruckman was auother 

. Ruckman’s family. He first married 
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Bruffey, daughter of Patrick Bruffey, near Greenbank. 
By this marriage there was one son, William Wallace 
Ruckman, who now resides near Millpoint, whose 
was 
011(1 
Her 
near 

Ruckman is a prosperous citizen on the homestead 





Lizzie Patton. James W. Ruckman’s 
was Caroline Arbogast, near Green 
were Renick and Otho Ruckman. Otho 

Mountain, beyond Greenbank. Renick 

/ A/ 




Her daughter, Nancy Priscilla Ruckman, is now 
Mrs Winfield Slaven, near Millpoint. 

In the war between the States James W. Ruckman 
was a Confederate soldier, and belonged to Captain 
W. L. McNeel's company. While on a scout near 
Ed ray in 1864, he was captured and sent to Fort Dele- 
ware. Thence he was sent to Richmond for exchange, 
and died before leaving the city. 

Otho Wade Ruckman first married a Miss McClung, 
of Nicholas County. Her daughter became the second 
wife of Levi Waugh, near Ed ray. His second wife 
was Mary Frances Twyman, near Edray. 


Clarissa Ruckman, eldest daughter 


of David L. 





Ruckman, married Peter Overholt, and is now dead. 
Mary Ruckman married Jacob Gackley, whom she 

survives, and she resides on Stamping Creek with her 
nephew 

Catherine Ruckman married Peter McNeel. 
dead, but is survived by her daughter, Mrs John 
Moor 

David Ruckman, Junior, the youngest of David L 
Ruck man 1 s sons, was a Confederate soldier 

to Captain Smith’s command in 
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or a good while his company 










•' ^ • 


Lorings body guard, 
to a cavalry battallion and 

was mortally wounded 


Fina 









Hi 




orristown 





w 



Tennesse, and died in a few' days thereafter. 

Thus closes the narrative for the present 
ters have passed under our notice that 
may be achieved by persons who diligently make 
of their opportunities. These persons were patriotic, 
industrious, and endowed with good minds, and have 
left their impress upon their community that makes for 
good morals, conservative citizenship, and intellectual 
improvement. 


ISAIAH CURRY, 

Not long after the war of 1812 Isaiah Curry, a na¬ 
tive of Rockbridge County, located on Back Allegha- 
nv. at the place now owned bv Zechariah 8wink. Mrs 

i ' I *' 

Curry was Abigail Hall of Virginia. These worthy 
persons are the ancestors of the Curry relationship on 
Back Mountain. Late in life they moved to Lewis 
County. Their family consisted of four sons and four 
aughters: William, James, John, 

Elizabeth, Anna, and Margaret. 







William Curry was a stone mason, 

workman. His wife was Nancy Lytton 
bridge, and after his marriage they 

County, 

IK ? 

James, when about grown, was killed 
ree while browsing cattle near home 


w 

* 













falling 

Curry 


and Isaac 





** 



e near him at the time. 










John Curry married Virginia Wanless and 

Allegnany. During the war he was 
prisoner and kept until peace was ratified and the 
oners released. He then located in Barbour Count\ 



1 


#/ 


E 









H 


Curry married Elizabeth Swink, of Rock 
lived on Back Mountain. In reference 
the following particulars are available: 
son James was a Confederate soldier, and was 
among the last soldiers killed at Appomattox in 1865. 

Enos married Miss Logan, a daughter of the late 
John Logan, and lives on Back Alleghany. 

Nancv was married to Samuel Hevener, and lives 

*/ 7 


on Back Alleghany. 

Charlotte became Mrs Brown Gum and lives in Ran¬ 
dolph. 

V enie became Mrs Jacob Cassell, and lives on Back 

Alleghany. 

Charles married a Miss Burner, and lives on the 

homestead. 

Robert Curry was au elder of the German Baptist 
Church. He died in 1881, meeting his death by 
drowning while attempting to ford the Leatherbark. 


In regard to the daughters of Isaiah Curry, the 

cestor, the following illustrative items are in 




Sally married James Cassell and settled in 




t 


we 




Elizabeth was married to James Jone 
in Harrison County. Anna became Mrs 
and located in Barbour County. 









on 


came Thomas Gal ford’8 first wife. 
Tims with the assistance of Mrs 

Swago, 















grand-daughter of Isaiah Curry), 

3ii able to record what has been done 
the history of this family relationship. 

Isaiah Curry possessed many good traits 
er, and he was a fair specimen of the genuine 
rish people. His remote ancestors were 
people that suffered for their religious view's in 

north of Ireland, and came to the Valley of Virginia 

* 

seeking a place to worship, unmolested by civil and re¬ 
ligious tyranny. 

A predominant trait in this man’s character was 
plain, common sense views of profane language. 



is 



To 

start with, in his home training his mother and father 
had their son to notice that in the ten commandments 
cursing and swearing were forbidden along with mur¬ 
der, licentiousness, and theft. He could not bear the 
idea of being classified with the murderer, the immoral 
and the dishonest, in the sight of Him who has the 
power of life and death, and who is to dispense 
final rewards and penalties. Hence his 
pure, and he deplored profanity in others. 

As a matter of course Mr Curry’s opportunities 
observation were not very wide, but still his 
were impressive, and who is prepared to prove 
incorrect ? So far as it was his 
profanity, he observed that profane 

There were some 
were without good advantages in e 
companionship with tough, half 
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habits of speech. They may nav 
lie ashamed of the habit and 
to overcome it, but in a state of fret, worry, 
excitement have forgotten themselves for the 



time being. Simon Peter was probably one of 


is 


118 




, and when confronted by a servant girl about his 
identity began to “curse and to swear," and thus be¬ 


trayed the character of his early associations. To Si¬ 
mon 1 s lasting credit be it remembered that he upon re¬ 
flection became so utterly disgusted with himself that 
le went out and wept bitterly. 

It was Mr Curry’s misfortune, and the disagreeable 
misfortune of society in his day, to have observed that 
there was another class of profane people. Their pro¬ 
fanity was the outcome of their coarse, sacriligious 
characters or dispositions, and were thus to be regard¬ 
ed as moral monstrosities or mental monstrosities, or 
mental degenerates. 

Trained as he had been, this is the way he felt and 

talked about “cussing,” and who can demonstrate 
where he was mistaken in his views '{ 


ROBERT BEALE 
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was considered an excellent building at 
i wife was Mary Vance Poage, 




w 











own 


or William Poage and Nancy Warwick 
tome was at Marlins Bottom. She was 
of most excellent qualities of mind and heart, 
worthy young people soon built up an attractiv 
in the forest, and they seemed fully 
leir surroundings. The neighborhood was 
Old Field Fork of Elk. 

Mr Beale was very energetic and industrious, and 
while he owned servants, he worked with hi 
hands as laboriously as the humblest. It was believed 
he contracted his fatal illness at a log rolling. 

The Sabbath days were mostly spent in prayer meet¬ 
ings and Sabbath school services with the families of 
David Gibson, David Hannah, and Joseph Hannah, 
their* near neighbors, and for the most part held in his 
own dwelling. Ministers of the gospel made his home 
their place of preachiug. Dr McElhenney, Revs Kerr, 
William G. Campbell, pioneers of the Presbyterians in 
his region, officiated at his residence, and pleasant, 
profitable meetings were the result. 

In persoual appearance Mr Beale was 
his manners were those of a cultivated 
email. He was sincerely and intelligently 
he lived there is no estimating 
might have had all over our county, for 

and make this particular place his home foi 
His ideal of a home such as he desired 













iav 



am 



pastures, with flocks of sheep and 




and horses, live removed from 
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allurements of society life, so termed, have books and 

% 

papers and be on pleasant terms with kind and honest 


neighbors 







! aims were rapidly materializing in 
region, famed for its blnegrass, fertile 


heavi 




3 


mountains, pure streams, cool, cry 
quiet sheltered dales. H is was tl 




tal springs, and quiet sheltered dales. H is was the 
sagacity to perceive that for all the elements of true, 
happy prosperity for new beginners, no place could 
excel Elk as it then was. Therefore it was a real 
mysterious providence that a person so much needed 
in our county, and in such a sense the right man in 
the place after his own heart, with success just in 
reach, should be stricken with insidious disease, slowly 
pine away and at last die. His death occurred in 
1833. On an eminence overlooking his home, where 


His death occurred in 


1833. On an eminence overlooking his home, where 
he frequently passed Sabbath evenings in summer with 
his wife and little daughter, his grave was made, and 
he now waits for the Redeemer to come, as he has 
promised to do to those who love his appearing. 


SAMPSON L. MATHEWS, 

Among the citizens of prominence in the early his 

tory of Pocahontas County was Sampson Lockhart 


Mathews, the first county surveyor. • His grandfather 
was Sampson Mathews, one of the early residents of 
Staunton, whose wife was a Miss Lockhart, hence the 
name borne, by members of the family connexion. 
She had a sister married to a Mr Nelson, and another 
married to a Mr Clark. Thus the Montgomerys and 


Thus the Montgomery 




lews became related. 
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son of 
daugh- 
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this 


The subject of this sketch’ was 
Sampson Mathews, Junior, and 
r of Jacob and Mary Warwick 
Early in life lie manifested an intense 

and his wishes were 
time he passed in studies he w*as under 
John McElhennv, who established and 
years conducted the renowned Lewisburg Academy. 

Upon reaching his majority in 1821, young Mathews 
and his father, who had become a widower, moved to 
the farm on Swago now owned by Mrs Mary McClin- 
tic, his only'daughter. Father and son lived 
manner for several years. 

In 1825 young Mathews was married to Miss Nan- 
cy Edgar, daughter of Thomas Edgar and Ann Mat¬ 
thews, whose farm afterwards became the site now oc¬ 
cupied by the town of Ronceverte. Mrs Edgar was 
the daughter of Archie Mathews, whose residence is 
now known as the Alexander farm, three miles from 
Lewisburg. 

He continued his residence on the Swago farm un¬ 
til 1834. In the meantime he received his appoint¬ 
ment as County Surveyor. In a letter written by the 
Hon J. Howe Peyton, in his time one 

inent members of the Staunton bar, mention is made 




? most em- 


of the first sessions of the Pocahontas 
le appointment of Mr Mathews. This 
found in Mr Peyton's biography, ai 
urae recently prepared and published 
J. T. Peyton of Staunton. 

Soon after their marriage Mr an 




of 


















i 
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a Sabbath school in their home. 



McCollam 


sent her children, Isaac, Ruth, and James. William 
McNeil sent Jonathan, Claiborne, Jane, and Elizabeth 
and Joshua Buckley was one of the scholars also. 

would read a chapter and offer prayer. 








of the teaching. 


The 


m 


exercises 


won 

In 









ten o’clock, and have a recess at noon 
p yard was an arbor formed by a luxuriant 
Under its shade the children would sit and en- 

joy their luncheon, brought from their homes. After 
recess the school would meet and continue two or three 

The summers of 1826 and 1827 were occupied 

in this useful service. 

<0 

In 1834 Mr Mathews purchased property in Mill- 
point from Valentine Cackley and James Cackley, and 
resided there the remainder of his life. 

In his religious sentiments he was a Presbyterian 
from conviction, and for years was the sole represen¬ 
tative of the New School branch. These schools have 
consolidated since the time of his death on terms of 
mutual respect and Christian confidence, and hence the 
wisdom of his position has been vindicated by results. 

He was in declining health for quite a while, 
awaited his decease with a calmness and self posse 
sion that was the wonder of many and the admiration 
of others. His arrangements were calmly made 
instructions were given, and his requests were expi 

ed as if all was a matter of course. 

< 

He died September 23, 1854, and was 
selected by himself. It commands a 

a landscape famed 



1 



1 
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JOHN JORDAN. 

John Jordan, the ancestor of the relationship 





Lower I 



( 




o 


Ii 




dand. By occupation he was a tailor, and 
le once met a fellow member of the craft after a 
prolonged separation his friend was very demonstra¬ 
tive in the pleasure the meeting afforded him. In his 
joyful exhilaration, as a special manifestation of his 
delight, he struck his friend Jordan on the back 
hand with a side blow of his own. This friendly lick 
was so powerful as to inflict a bruise so serious in its 
effects as to necessitate amputation of the arm just be¬ 
low the elbow. Nevertheless he learned to use a hoe 
or an axe to a good purpose in after life. 

Mr Jordan came to this region as a traveling mer¬ 
chant, dealing in Irish linens and other portable mer¬ 
chandise. He was a “hard money ” man in his finan¬ 
cial preferences, and converted all paper money he re¬ 
ceived into silver and gold. Miss Miriam McNeel, 
daughter of John McNeel, the Levels pioneer, found 
out in some way that the young merchant had 
lalf bushel of coin, and it seemed to occur to her mine 

a person disabled as he was could make 
much money, he could certainly take good 









To 



urprise of her friends that a nice 







as she was should fancy a cripple, she 
age the attentions of the hustling young 
they were happily married. 
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At that period of our local history a young 
recommendation was his ability to clear 






, and grub, 
was not to be 




to marry a cripple in store 

of. 



After their marriage Mr Jordan continued to 



% 






per in making a living, and purchased some servant 

on the girl that had made such a surprisin 
venture as to marry him. He settled on the Millstone 
Run, between Hillsboro and Locust, opening up a 

property now in possession of Isaac McNeel, whose 
wife Miriam Nannie Beard is a grand-daughter of the 
pioneer merchant. There were live sons and three 
daughters: John, Jonathan, Isaac, Abram, Franklin, 
Jane, Nancy, and Martha. 

John Jordan, Junior, married Martha Burnsides on 
the Greenbrier in view of the homestead, and settled 
near Hillsboro, where they spent the remainder of 
their lives. Their children were Christopher, Jona¬ 
than, Mary, Miriam, Nancy, and Jemima. Christo¬ 
pher married Elizabeth Wallace, daughter of Benja- 

W all ace of Bath County, but long a resident of 
Pocahontas. Jonathan married Lucinda, daughter of 
James Sharp, on Beaver Creek. He was a Confeder¬ 



ate soldier, and died at home while on a furlough from 
the army. Mary became Mrs Jacob McNeel, and liv¬ 
ed on the McNeel homestead. John Henry and 
uel her sons. Miriam married Aaron Hill and 




on 






Creek. Nancy became Mrs George Hil 

ince at Falling Spring, Greenbrie 
was married to Captain Samuel Gil 

hland Countv. 
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I 


A 


Jonathan Jordan, son of the 

isou, daughter of 

Her twin sons John and Antlu 

* 

s second wife was Rebecca 


man 








voun 

«/ 







on Dry Run, the place now in possession of 
Sherman Clark. The children of the second marriage 
were Elizabeth, Rebecca, Miriam, William and James. 

Isaac Jordan, another son of the pioneer, married 
Mary Callison, daughter of James Callison on Trump 
Run, and settled just west of Hillsboro at the spring 
now owned by J. K. Bright. He afterwards moved 
to Davis County, Missouri. Isaac Jordan's secon 
marriage was with the widow of Captain William Ren¬ 
ick, Lafayette County, Missouri. He became a prom¬ 
inent citizen in his adopted State, was commissioner of 
the revenue and justice of the peace. His daughter 
Elizabeth became Mrs Samuel Beard, son of Josiali 
Beard of Locust, and thev resided in Missouri near 

' t s 

Odessa. Mr Beard died recently. 

Abram Jordan married Jane Edmiston, daughter o 
the late Andrew Edmiston, near Locust. 


She 


was 


sister of the distinguished judge Mathew* Edmiston c 
Weston. Abram lived a few years on the old Jordan 


homestead, 


and 


afterwards migrated to Saline 





County, Missouri. Nancy and Lydia were 

Nancy became Mrs Faulkner, and 
to William Renick, from Green 
Mr Renick was an extensive dealer in live 
was partner in trade with Levi Gay dur 
in Missouri. 

Franklin Jordan married Mart 



daugli- 






was 
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went to Missouri. After her decease he man 

er, from Ashland, K y . 

Jane Jordan, eldest daughter of the pioneer 

Major William Blair, and 
Her sons were Morgan, Claiborne 










near 


Doctor 


lsboro 


Franklin, Colbert, and John, who died during 

the war. Morgan Blair married Ann Gay, daughter 

of George Gay, and settled in Iowa. Claiborne Blair 

* 

married Lavinia Bruffey and went west. 

Mrs Jane Blair's daughters were Frankie Blair, who 
was married to the late Isaac Clutter, and lived on 
Briar Knob, head of Hills Creek. Miriam Blair was 
married to William Hill, and settled in Iowa. Eliza¬ 
beth Blair became Mrs John G. Beard, and lives on 
the Blair homestead near Hillsboro. Martha Blair 


first married to Peter Clark, and after 


decease 


she became Mrs Abram Beard, and lived in Renick’s 
Valley, where she died not long since. 

Nancy Jordan, the second of pioneer Jordan’s 
daughters, was first married to Isaac Callison and went 
west. Her son, James B. Callison, lives at James- 


port, Mo. 


Her 


daughter 


M iriam was married to 


William Walkup, from Greenbrier County, and lived 
in Missouri, where she died, Mrs Walkup’s son is a 
Presbyterian minister. Mrs Nancy Callison’s second 
marriage 
cust. 





with the late George Edmiston near Lo 
die on the old Andrew Edmiston 







Martha 



ried 

oral 





went to Missouri. 


youngest of the Jordan sis 
Joseph Beard of Hillsboi 


was mar 


Foi 


sev 




lived on Spring Creek in Greenbi 





f 


) 
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resided in Hillsboro. Her son John Jordan 


Beard married Minerva Edmiston. 



leir daughter 



M 





?camo Mrs C. F. Moore. 



*7 



1 














* sous, is a physician in Lewisbur 
lives at Huntersville. 

Lieutenant J. J. Beard was a gallant 
officer. He was severely wounded and 

bled bv wounds received in battle in the 

&■ 

He served for two terms as clerk of both 

and county courts of Pocahontas. His death occurred 

in 1898. 

Margaret Jane Beard, her eldest daughter, was mar¬ 
ried to Captain William L. McNeel. Mrs George Cal- 
lison, Mrs J. Thrasher, Misses Mary, Pauline, 
Maggie McNeel are her daughters. Joseph McNeel 
and the late Henry McNeel are her sons. 



Miriam Nancy, Mrs Martha Beard's 


youngest 

V l . ) 



daughter, was married to Isaac McNeel, at Midpoint, 
where they now dwell. Their son Thomas Summers 
is Prosecuting Attorney for Pocahontas County, and 
Harvey Winters McNeel is a physician at Hillsboro. 
Lanty McNeel is at home, and Mary Gold 
daughter. 

Mrs Martha Beard died quite recently, over, eighty 
years of age. Some time before her death 
disabled by a fall that prevented her from 
the remainder of her life. 




wa 




Thus far we have been able to record 
memory of a very worthy and rather remarkable 




son 





the reader has derived any pleasure from this 
thanks are largely due James McCollam and 



* 


* 
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3 Nancy Callison, upon whose 
writer has drawn for most o 

e given. 

John Jordan, the pioneer, was one of the original 

of the Oak Grove Presbyterian church, 
i was open to Methodist and 

without any apparent discrimination, and for 
years was one of the main preaching places for Metho- 





H 






di 


ministers. He douated the site for the Methodist 


church near his residence. This church was destroyed 

•> 

by tire s^bout sixty years ago. In its time this was the 
most comfortable building of the kind in Pocahontas in 
possession of that sect. In his death Mr Jordan was 
greatly mourned, for many felt they had been bereav¬ 
ed of a true and useful friend. He was buried near 
the ruins of the Millstone Run Church, and his grave 
seems to have been nicely cared for. A neatly carved 
stone (the handiwork of the late John Bruffey) marks 
the place where a good man rests in hope. His life’s 
duty is done, and with tears of genuine affection he 

was tenderly laid under the trees, planted by the un- 

» 

seen hand of the God he served. 


JOHN BRADSHAW. 

In his day and generation one of the most con 
ous citizens of our county was John Bradshaw, 
of Huntersville. His residence was on ths 
occupied by the “Lightner House" belongi 
Barlow. John Bradshaw was a native o 

listoric name in England—a 





1 
















B 
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history readily remember 





name 


Hero 















About 1760 two brothers, James 

came to America, James Bradshaw went 

to reside. John Bradshaw remain 
usta Comity, Virginia, and married Mi 
McKamie, in the vicinity of Parnassus, and soon 
wards settled on the Bullpasture River, ten or eleven 
miles below McDowell, on property at this time owned 
by Franklin Bradshaw and the family of the late John 
Bradshaw, County Surveyor. Here he resided a num¬ 
ber of years, and then early in the last century came 
to Huntersville. His family consisted of four sens 
and four daughters: Nancy, Elizabeth, Margaret, Jane, 
James, John, Thomas, and William. 

James Bradshaw married Isabella Stevens of Green¬ 
brier County, and settled on the old homestead. John 
and Franklin Bradshaw, well known citizens of High¬ 
land County, were his sons. Mrs Eveline Byrd, near 
Falling Spring, Greenbrier County, was a daughter. 
Captain R. H. Bradshaw, a gallant soldier who fell in 
the battle of Port Republic, was a grandson, and 
Bradshaw of McDowell is also a grandson of 







John Bradshaw married Nancy Stevens, sister 
Mrs Isabella Bradshaw, and settled in the Big Valley 
between the Bullpasture and Jacksons River, on w 



now known as the Porter Place, 
went to Missouii. These ladies were t 
Robert Stevens, who owned the famous 

the Greenbrier. 

















HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 



Thomas Bradshaw married Nancy 







ioiiys Creek, and settled on Browns Cr 

om Huntersville, on property now 



i ree 






9 


L. Moor 





1 



exchanged farms with his brother 
moved to the Bradshaw place near 





bv Isaac McNeel. 


He 


was a 



*' 









No 



the ThompsonianJSchool, and -had all 

County for his practice. Lobelia 

were the main remedies employed, along 

with hot baths and bleeding. Dr Bradshaw died at an 

advanced age in Huntersville in 1862. His family 

first moved to Webster Countv, and then to Missouri. 

«/ 1 

William Bradshaw was a soldier of the war of 1812. 
His wife was Jane Elliot Hickman, daughter of Wil¬ 
liam Hickman on Back Creek, who was the ancestor 

* 

of the Hickman relationship in Bath. William Hick¬ 
man s wife was Marv Elliot, and one of her sisters was 

m/ 7 



the wife of Moses Moore, and hence the name Elliot 
or Ellet so frequently used in the Moore connexion. 
William Bradshaw first settled near Midpoint, where 
he lived several years. Then upon exchanging 

with his brother Thomas he moved to Browns Creek, 
where he reared his family. He operated a carding 
machine along with his farm. The machine stood near 
the Dunmore road about where the Sheldon Moore 
road turns off. The bales of rolls were fastened 

b 

con 







ns, which were gathered by boys for a 

Mr Bradshaw finally moved to Lewis 





e he died a few 


years since at 















As w r as intimated, he was a 
1812, and w*as a very good man 














50 
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of life, and reared a highly res 








N 



Moor 


daughters and one son. 

Makamie Bradshaw married Isaac Hartman, 

married Alexander 
Eiler married Wash- 


near Greenbank. Mary Jane 


Stony (’reek. 


Netting] 


of Gladehill 


Huldah Hick 


the 


near Hun 

Bev 



became the wife of John*A. McLaughli 
tersville. Martha Ann was married to 

erly Wangh, near Hillsboro. Matilda Margaret was 
married to the late Nicholas Linger, of Lewis County, 

where she now resides. Rebecca Frances, a very prom¬ 
ising person, died in early youth. Rachel Hannah, 
the pride of the family, died at six years of age. Wil¬ 
liam James married Mary Ellen Watson, in Lewis 
County, and settled there. 


Nancy Bradshaw, 


daughter 


of th 3 Huntersville 
pioneer, married Levi Cackley, and lived on Stamping 
Creek, near Millpoint. 

Margaret Bradshaw, the second daughter, was mar¬ 
ried to the late John Gwin. on Jacksons River. Her 

* ♦ 

daughter Nancy was the first wife of Squire Hugh 
Laughlin, late of Marlinton. Her son David Gwiu 
married Eliza Stevenson, on Jacksons River. Another 



sou. John Gwin, Jun 

near the Hot Si 


Jane G 


ried Miss Gillesp 






B 


Austin G 




vin, her daughter, man 
Englishman, and lived at Winchester 




her 

Mr 






abeth 



Mr ( 


on 









Elizabeth Bradshaw, daughter of the pioneer, was 
first wife of the late Samuel Hogsett, w 
oni Augusta County, and was a re 
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# 



was a 



known citizen, 



member 















no 



on 


and was in every sense of 
the peace. He was over six feet 
in proportion, and feared the face 
On public days his presence 
ong arms spoiled many a fight. Mr Hogsett 

m now owned and occupied by Hon Wil 



in 





man. 







Curr 


Their children were John, who married 



1 


Cackley, N&ncy, who became Mrs McAtee, William 
Perry, Josiah Thomas, Samuel, Margaret, Mary, 
El iza, and Elizabeth. 

Jane Bradshaw, fourth daughter of the pioneer, was 
married to Williaiu Tall man of Greenbank, and lived 
at the old home. Her son Colonel James Tallman was 
a protege of Henry M. Moffett, and was clerk of the 
two courts of Pocahontas for many years, and Colonel 
of the 127th Regiment of Virginia Militia. He is re¬ 
membered as one of the mest popular and promising 
young citizens of his times, and his sad and early 
death was sincerely lamented by the entire county. 

Mrs TallmaiTs second marriage was to Thomas Gam¬ 
mon. William, John, Franklin, Cyrus, and Martha 
were her children by this second marriage. William 
Tallman Gammon married Elizabeth Slaven, and lo¬ 
cated at Huntersville, and became a prominent citizen, 


in e i 






I 


r 









member of the court, promoted from 
the militia, and was a ruling elder in 

. Martha Jane Gammon first mar 









ampbell, son of Thomas Campbell 


High 


mm 



inia. Her second marriage was with 
Canter, of the Methodist church. 
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T 


we have it in our power to 



our 






something of one of the most noted men in the < 
history of our county, aided by his granddaughter 




Huldah McLaughlin. Mr Bradshaw owned the land 
now held by William C urry, Amos Barlow, that re 
cently held by the late William J. McLaughlin, tin 
site of Huntersville, and from the James Sharp prop 


erty on Browus Creek to Dilleys Mill. 


He 



onated 


and deeded the site for the public buildings of Poca 


hontas County, without reservation. 


In a lottery v 


ture he drew a prize of ten thousand dollars, which 

made him one of the money kings of his times. 

In appearance his personality was striking, large 
and portly and scrupulously neat in his dress. He 


used a crutch that was profusely ornamented with sil¬ 
ver mountings. His maimers were those of an elegant 


gentleman of the old school. 

About the time of Tarleton's raid to Charlottesville, 
he was drafted into the service. Late Saturday even¬ 
ing the notice was served on him to be ready for duty 


Monday morning. 


His young wife was equal to the 


emergency. She cooked, w r ashed, cried, and prayed 
all day Sunday and had him ready for the war early 
Monday morning, and by night he was in Staunton on 
his march to Yorktown, where he said lie fought in 


blood 4 ‘shoe-mouth deep/’ 

He died suddenly in 1837, His grave i 
the wild cherry tree in the old Huntersvil 
that is said to be growing directly over hit 












# 
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JOHN GAY. 

Hon. John Gay, but lately of Marl inton, 
marked prominence in the affairs of our 

years, deserves special mention in 

annals. He was born May 26, 1804, on the 
now occupied by his son, Levi Gay. 











His 



wei 



Robert Gay and Hannah Moore, who were 
among the pioneers of our county as early as 17 TO. 

John Gay was married in* Huntersville June 24, 
1834, to Margaret B. Clark. 


She 


was 


born 


m 


Cecil 


County, Maryland, June 19, 1810. The whole of 
their married life was spent on the home farm. Their 
family consisted of eight children, four sons and four 
daughters. 

Samuel M. Gay lives near Ed ray, at the head of 


He 


was a 


the Indian Draft, a prosperous citizen. 

Confederate soldier attached to the 31st Virginia In¬ 
fantry, one of the most distinguished regiments in 
Lee’s army. He was wounded at the battle of Stras- 
burg, Virginia. 

Levi Gay resides on the home place near Marl in¬ 
is a widely known citizen. He was also a 
Confederate soldier in the 31st Infantry, and was 
wounded at Spottsylvania Courthouse. 




Edward lives with his brother Lev.i. 


James 






1862 





more than a year old. Hannah 
’own young lady. Harriet died in 
married Adam Young. Her 




m 




Susan 

Young and Adam Young are citizens 






K 
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pon 






marriage she became 


Mrs 







Ann 





5 


es on Hills Creek, 
ia became Mrs Jacob Moore 
i few miles from Ed ray. 









Sallie Hamilton died in 1857, four years o 
By common consent this family, was re 
very interesting and pleasant families of 
, and as neighbors not to be excelled. 











For twenty-eight years Mr Gay was a justice of 
>eace, deputy sheriff, and high sheriff and captain 
the Stony ('reek company, State militia. He served 



s 


The 


three or four terms in the Virginia House of Delegate 
1839 and 1844. It was during one of his terms of 
service the charter for the Staunton and Parkersburg 
road was issued and its construction undertaken, 
road was located by Engineer Crozet. 

For many of the qualities that prepare for useful cit¬ 
izenship Mr Gay was justly distinguished. A solid 
conservative mind, judicious management of his busi¬ 
ness affairs, and a high sense of personal honor. He 
seemed to realize that that public office is a public 
trust, and that the peoples money should be used as 
carefully as his own, and expended where it was 
to yield the most serviceable returns. 

In person and manners he was a model type of the 
Scotch-irish, a stock of people that get the credit of 



bein 




first to move in the contest for American In¬ 


dependence. He lived to the age of eighty- 
carried his years so well that up to his 








hi 



seemed clear as it ever was 


1 








of bodily decrepitude were di 
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In politics lie was a Jacksonian democrat. “Old 
Hickory” never had a more loyal admirer and adher¬ 
ent, or Thomas Ritchie of the Richmond Enquirer, a 
more attentive reader. 

For a number of years he was a professing Christian, 
and his end was peaceful and hopeful. He and his 
devoted wife were not long separated in their decease, 
which occurred but a few years since. He died Octo¬ 
ber 30, 1890. Mrs Gay was a very superior person, 
and the writer cherishes her kindness to him as among 
the most pleasant memories of his early life. Beauty 
is vain and favor deceitful, but a woman that fearetli 
the Lord, she shall be praised. 

She survived her noble husband but a few fleeting 
months. Her decease was sudden but very safe. 
Their bodies repose in the Gibson grave yard, and 
their graves indicated by beautiful monuments placed 
there by their dutiful children. 



WILLIAM POAGR 

The Roage relationship claims a place in the annals 
of our county, and some attention will be given to 
them in this sketch. 

The Poages are of pure Scotch-Irish ancestry, 
ine of descent can be traced to two brothers, 
and John Poage, who “proved their importation 

own charges,-’ at Orange Courthouse, 1740. 

_es are the descendants of 
Poage, who settled between Staunton 



















nong the first to occupy 
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was 


cm 



famous Valiev of Yii 
Preston, whose family 
of Waynesboro with the pioneer 








m 




m 


VI 





Their son John married Mary Blair 

e homestead in Augusta County 
liam Poage, one of John Poage’s 





son 


married 



ret Davies and settled in the Little Levels about 


1782, at the place where Charles W. Beard now re¬ 
sides. Mrs Poage died in 184:3, aged 98 years. Their 
children were William, George Washington, Moses 
Hoge, Samuel Davies, and Elizabeth. 

William Poage, Junior, married the widow Nancy 
Gatewood, a daughter of Major Jacob Warwick, and 
lived at Marlin’s Bottom. Their daughter Rachel was 
married to Josiah Beard, of Locust. 

Mary Vance Poage was married first to Robert 
Beale, and settled on Elk, where he died, leaving one 
daughter, Margaret Elizabeth Beale. There was an¬ 
other child that died at the age of a few months. 
When it was buried the father walked around the grave 
and then looking upward with his tearful eyes said: 
“Our God in heaven only knows who will be the next 
to be buried here; it may be myself.’' Four weeks 
from that day he too was carried there and buried. 




Mrs Mary Beale was married the second 
Henry M. Moffett, clerk of the county, and lived first 
at Huntersville, and then at the Levels. Margaret 
Beale, her eldest daughter, became the wife of Dr G. 
B. Moffett. Their sons Robert and James Moffett 



in 



Louis and Chicago, employed in the 



Oil business. Sally Moffett became 


a 


rs 
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McChesney, late of Charleston, W. Va. Martha Mof- 

now Mrs Hall, of Philippi, Barbour 

the late Mrs William P. 

Rachel Moffett is now Mrs Robert 
Lewisburg. George H. Moffett becam 
lawyer, speaker of the West Virginia legislature, 



of New Yor 
Chesnev, 






distinguished editor. 


He resides at Parkersburg. 



or Wil- 


Colonel William Woods Poage, son of 
liam Poage, married Julia Callison of Locust, and set¬ 
tled on the homestead, finally moved to Poages Lane, 
where his sons John Robert and Quincy W. Poage 

now reside. 

Margaret Davies Poage was married to the late Jas. 

A. Price. 

Moses Hoge Poage, son of William Poage, the Lev¬ 
els settler, married Martha McDannald, of Windy 
Cove, Bath County, and settled on the place now held 
by Alvin Clark. Their sons and daughters were W il¬ 
liam, Franklin, Cyrus, Davis, Elizabeth, who became 

George Van Ernan, a Presbyterian minister; and 
Mary Poage, who became Mrs Hanna. Late in life 
Moses Poage emigrated to Missouri. 

Washington Poage married Miss Rankin 
and settled on the place now occupied by Preston 

3 children of the first marriage were 
killed by a falling tree; Rankin, w 
Wolfenbarger, and settled where 
Dunlap resided. He finally went we 
R. Poage, late of Edray. Mrs Ann Wanless, 
wife of Ralph Wanless in the Hills. Mrs Elizabeth 













Burner second wife of the late George Burner 







Poage s 


second 





Beard 



of Josiah Beard. The children of the 


econd family were George Washington Poage, Jr., 
Samuel Davies Poage, John B. Poage, and Elizabeth 
Poage, who became Mrs William P. Hill. 

George W. Poage was a person of line appearance, 
and his resemblance to the portraits of Washington— 
of whom he was a namesake—was frequently remark¬ 
ed upon. An evergreen prayer meeting was conduct- 

«• 

ed at his house on silent Sabbaths. He loved to “wail 
with judicious care" the hymns and tunes that were 
sung by the Covenanting ancestry in Scotland. While 
there w^s much singing and much reading and much 
praying, but few things were sung, read, and prayed, 
and so the minds of the worshippers were concentrated 
on the few things needful—the forgiveness of sins 
through the blood of Jesus, a new heart and a ri 
spirit. 

his family and settled in Missouri. 

Samuel Davies Poage, youngest son of 
Poage, Senior, married Miss Rebecca Arbuckle, 
Lewisburg, sister of Captain Charles Arbuckle of Texas 
and lived at the old homestead. He had been 
ed for the Presbyterian ministry, but declined 
ercise of its duties through a morbid sense 



Advanced in years, Mr Poage went west with 













, unfitness for assuming duties so sacr 
sponsible as he regarded Ministerial vows 
He was a faithful helper in the prayer meetings 
his brother George Poage. While attending 








taught by 



Joseph Brown at the Brick 
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writer 
him in 








ed not 




in Mr Poage’s family. He has heard 
prayer in his private room long after 
were his devotional habits, 
the night might be, Mr Poage wou 







in that room in secret devotions 







r 



oftentimes he would come out with his features 
radiant with ecstatic emotion. 

Elizabeth Poage, daughter of William Poage, 
became the wife of Colonel John Hill, son of Riel 
Hill, so often mentioned in these biographic notes as 
a pioneer and scout. 

Colonel Hill, late in life, felt it his duty to remove 
west. It was one of the most mournful episodes that 
ever occurred in the social history of the Levels when 
Moses Poage, George Poage, and Colonel Hill set out 
for the west with their families in order to seek new 
homes in their old age. The most of these persons lo¬ 
cated in Davies County, Missouri, and many of their 
descendants are in that State, which has been to so 
large extent occupied by Virginia people as to be re¬ 
garded as a new Virginia. 

William Poage, Senior, was a Presbyterian ruling 
elder, and virtually the founder of the Oak Grove 
church. Some of the first meetings conducted by 
Presbyterian ministers in this region were at his house. 


When 

would 









lpit would be vacant years at a time tlier 
ious meetings at his home or the 
were also elders. 







friends 



*om Kentucky brought 






spirit that has rendered the early 
so famous, and it broke out in the Leve 








heard 


it 


1 









The 



W 

of 


ei 



1 



hear what it all meant, 
tor of the Old Stone Church, 
relative of the Poages, and fifteen or 









people, also relatives, came over 
They became imbued with the spirit of the mo 
, and went back singing and praying as they trav 


eled along. The effect upon the home people 


in 



alley as they rode up singing and praying was over¬ 
whelming, and from that point—the Old Stone church 

—the revival influence went all over the State, where- 



ever there were Presbyterian congregations, and 
results are visible at the present time. So it appears 
that a great matter was kindled by a little watch fire 
that had been kindled in the old Poage homestead. 



WILLIAM SHARP. 

One of the most substantial and prosperous citizens 
of our county in its formative period was the late Wil¬ 
liam Sharp, near Verdant Valley. He was the son o 
William Sharp, Senior, who settled near Huntersville. 
He had scarcely attained his majority when he and 
Elizabeth Waddell were married at Alexander Wad- 
delPs. This worthy couple at once settled in the woods 
and opened up a fine estate out of a forest noted for 
the tremendous size of its walnut, red oak, and sugar 
maple trees, and reared a worthy family. In reference 

ons and daughters the following 
lave been mainly learned from his daug 

, near Dilleys Mill. 
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James Sharp, the eldest sou, married Althea Martin 

on Browns Creek, on the farm now owned 



and 

by Amos Barlow. His son William died 

Geor 







prisoner 



Chase, Ohio, 
war. His daughter Elizabeth 








Thomas Logan, in Randolph County, and Sarah 







a scouting 


has her home with her sister. 

William Sharp, Junior, married Rachel Dilley, 
settled near Linn wood. His sons Harmon, Silas, 
Hugh are well known citizens. Bernard fell mortally 
wounded at Duncan’s Lane. Henry was wounded near 
William Gibson’s on Elk, and died of his wounds. 
Luther was shot near his father’s home by 
party. All three of these sons were Union soldiers. 
Mary Ella, the only daughter, died at the age of six 
years. 

Alexander Sharp married Mary Dilley, and settled 
on a section of the old homestead. His only child is 
Mrs Hannah Johnson. A. D. Williams his grandson 

Jacob Warwick Sharp married Elizabeth McNeel, 
and lived on the homestead. His son William married 
Julia Moore, and lives at Ed ray. Their daughter Lura 
is Mrs Dr J. W. Price. Paul married Eveline Moore, 
and lives on the Greenbrier River at the Bridget* pi 
Isaac lives near Edray. Giles lives on the home 
Jacob, junior, died in childhood. Elizabeth 








J. R Poage, and Catherine married Quincy 

A. N. Barlow, and lives on a 
of the homestead. Ann became Mrs S. 
cob W. Sharp died but recently much 
very large circle of friends and relatives 
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John Sharp married Sally Johnson, daughter 
late William Johnson on the Greenbrier, and 
near Marlinton. His sons are Henry, Hugh, Ewin 
James, and David. Mary is Mrs Frank Dilley, 
ey is Mrs Ervine Wilfong, Martha is 





1 





James 





1 



isau is Mrs Ainzi Ervine. 


1 








Elizabeth Sharp marriedHugh McLaughlin 
ville, and has recently died aged nearly a 
year 

Jane Sharp married James Hanson and 
Galla County, Ohio. Her children were William 

John, Lydia, Elizabeth, and Catherine. 

Mary Sharp married David Gibson and settled on 
Elk, where Robert Gibson now lives. 

Rebecca Sharp married Wm. D. Moore, and settled 
on the Crooked Branch of Elk, on the place now own¬ 
ed by her son Jacob S. Moore. Her children were 
Mary Jane, who married John McLaughlin, son of 
Major Daniel McLaughlin, and settled beyond Green- 
bank. Elizabeth married Joseph C. Gay, and lives on 
Elk Mountain near the old home. Mr Gay was a not¬ 
ed Confederate scout and is a prosperous citizen, 
thias Moore married Jennie Mays, and lives in 
tourt County, Virginia. C. L. Moore married Mary 

Martha McLaughlin. Jacob Moore married Harriet 

* _______ 

Gay, lately deceased. Nancy Moore married Jonas 
Simmons, and lived at Mingo, Randolph County. 

Anna Sharp married Alexander Stalnaker, and set 




t 






in Randolph County. Her daughter 
son Hamilton of that county. 

Ellen Sharp married Warwick Stalnaker 




mm 
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1 


dolph 







daughter Lizzie 
same vicinity. 


became Mrs 




raarr 


Nancy Sharp married Jacob Cassell, from Back 

are living at Woodstock, Illinoi 

youngest daughter of the 
ew Dillev and settled on Thorn> 




Martha 






Thus far the writer has been able to furnish 
historical items that illustrate the family history of two 
very estimable persons. As related elsewhere, these 
people were the intimate friends of Jacob Warwick and 

his wife. Mr Sharp lived to a very advanced age, 
having survived his wife many years. He lived to 
see his children married and settled. His appearance 
was venerable, and nature had done very much for him 
in the way of natural endowments of mind and vigor 
of body. 

He first saw the young person he married at Thomas 
1) rinnon’s, near Edray, where she spent a week or two 
spinning flgx. While she was there a preacher hap¬ 
pened to come along, (believed to have been Bishop 
Asbury). Mr Drinnon drummed up a congregation, 
and among those present was a 


voung 

%/ C 


and bashful 

youth with a new coonskin cap that he seemed to set a 
great deal of store by. Miss Waddell seemed to think 
it was verv funnv, and when she went home made 

ml 7 / 


some remark about the ugly, funny looking young man 

seen at the meeting. The mother remonstrat- 



she 

ed and said: “Oh Betsy, don't talk so; 



VOUIlff 


chap will 




see you yet, first thing you know 


Sure enough he did slip in, and found Bet 
“robed and ready’’ either. She had 


f 






t 






ed and hung out “a wash," 1 and 
change was performing on her spinnin 
petticoat, chemise, and bare footed. 


way 







in 



Hill 









she resumed her performance 
le meant business and time was 
ters were pretty well arranged by midni 

These young people thus being all the world 
other and not afraid to work, their cabin home was an 
earthly paradise. A tine estate was opened up, a wor¬ 
thy family was Yeared, and the way prepared for many 
worthy families to have a local habitation and name in 
a goodly land. The influence of these good 
•was in the interest of untiring industry, honest dealing 
generous hospitality, and patriotic citizenship. 



MARTIN DILLEY. 


Among the well known citizens of our county from 


the twenties to the forties was Martin Dilley 


It 


believed he was from Maryland 


of Quaker de 


scent. H 


was Hannah Moore, daughter of 


Pennsylvania John Moore, the pioneer. He located 


Billeys Mill 


Andrew Dil 


lived 


Here 


settled 


the 


virgin 




escued from the wilderness quite a large estate 



accumulated an 
known far and 


pie competency. His home 



a bountiful 


dispensed 


pitality 






, a cordial welcome awaited friends 
alike. In reference to his family 








ticulars have been gleaned from 
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some of his surviving friends 


Hi 


on John Dilley married Isabel (Ibbie) Dilley, 



of Henry Dilley, a brother of Martin 


John 


daughter Margaret married Samuel Sutton 
near Greenbank, where she now resides. Jeremiah 


D 



1 


on of John, married Margaret 



o 



daughter of Daniel McCarty. Clayton Dilley 
Mary Moore, daughter of James Moore. Clark Dilley 
a Union soldier, married Margaret Arbogast, daughter 

ev Henry Arbogast, who was slain during the war 

bet ween Frost and Glade Hill. 

John Dilley 'S second marriage was with Naomi Mc¬ 
Neil, daughter of John McNeil, of Swago. The chil¬ 
dren by the second marriage were as follows: Han¬ 
nah Jane married Wesley Irvine and lives near Verd¬ 
ant Valley. George married Amelia Warwick. He 
died in Lewis county. His widow married Hopkins 
Wanless and now lives near Dilleys Mill. Register 
Dilley lives in Iowa. Wilson Dilley married Marga¬ 
ret Rush and lives on Brown’s Mountain. Fletcher 
Dilley married Nancy Hannah, on Elk, and lives near 
West Union. Kenney Dilley is a journeyman printer 
and founded the Pocahontas Herald at Huntersville 

Davis Dilley at home. Summers married 
Amanda McLaughlin and died near Frankford recent- 

married Georgia Hamilton and lives on 








h-eek. 


Rebecca became Mrs Gratton 





r 





ives on the old homestead. 

Dilley, daughter of Martin Dilley 

, and lived at Travelers 










eager, her son now lives. Her other 
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wore 



and Ella. 












A mi married William Sharp and lived on Thoi 

lere Lindsey Sharp now lives. 

Martha married William Cleek, of 

and lived near Windv Cove. 

& 

William and Charles. Her daughter Ann Cleek mar¬ 
ried George Simpson. Sarah Cleek married William 
Simpson, and both lived in Bath. 

Rachel Dilley married William Sharp, junior, and 
ived near the Big Spring of Elk. Her daughter Ella 
died at the age of six years. Her sons Bernard, Hen¬ 
ry and Luther were Union soldiers and died of wounds 
received during the war. Hugh, Silas and Harmon 
are well known and prosperous citizens, living on and 
near the homestead. 

Mary Dilley married Alexander Sharp, near Verd¬ 
ant V.alley, and lived on a part of the William . Sharp 

homestead. Her only child is Mrs Hannah Johnson. 

Andrew Dilley, Martin Dilley’s second son, married 
Martha Sharp, youngest daughter of William Sharp 
senior, and settled on the homestead. His family con 
sisted of two sons and a daughter, Hanson, Amos 
Elizabeth, who died aged two years. 

married Araminta, daughter 







# 


Amos J. 

Ralph Dilley, near Mt Zion in the Hills, and settled 
on Thorny Creek. Their children were Missouri 
Francis, now Mrs George A. Fertig; William 
Noah Patterson; Howard Dennis, 

Hevener; Elizabeth Martha; Virgie 
est, and Everett Amos. 

Hanson Dilley married Caroline Stalnaker 





















HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 










John 









f 







of which he is the present owner 
Andrew Dilley were woi 
very worthy father, Martin Dilley. 

was one of the most widely 
citizens, and his presence and character re 
upon the citizenship of the county in 







of those coming from abroad. 


He 


was 







citizenship of which any county might 
considered fortunate to possess. As a member of so¬ 
ciety Martin Dilley was worthy of high esteem be¬ 
cause of his energy, industry, attention to business, 

honest economical thrift, and exemplary morals. 


He 


owned a family of slaves to whom he was very indul¬ 
gent and lenient. For many years on public occasions 
at Huntersville—musters, superior courts and presi¬ 
dential elections—“Dil ley's George" was usually one 
of the most conspicuous figures in the crowd as the 
vender of ginger cakes, apples and cider. He would 
be dressed 4 ‘fine as a preacher,” very dignified in. his 
manners and would count the cakes and deal out the 
cider as if it made 
wanted it or not. 


no difference to him whether you 

He put on very sanctimonious airs 


look 


preachers, and 


itation 

The ar 



look and gesture was quite 


success. 


he vended were the admiration of 





whole county, and the prosaic old colored man 
remunerative, and all was owing to the indu 
of his benevolent master. 





Some years before his decease, Martin Dilley w 
waylaid, fired upon and severeiy wounded at the 










or so east of Driscol. 


Th 
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whole county, and was one o 
and tragical scenes ever transacted in our conn 



& 




Mr Dillev deserves to be remembered 2 
more substantial and useful citizens of hi 
He should be held in high esteem for what he 







pUshed in developing his part of our county, 
demonstrated that a rich reward awaited the diligent 
worker, and that an ample competence could be secur¬ 
ed by such in spite of natural obstacles of dense forests 
rugged soil and seemingly capricious climate. 

A chilly, rainy evening in April, 1817, the writer 
spent under the roof of this good old man and shared 
the comforts so profusely provided. And he will ever 
remember how impressively the venerable man stood 
up, repeated and sang a hymn. Then he had us to 
kneel and lie the “priest and father' led in the fami¬ 
ly devotions preliminary to retiring for the night’s re¬ 
pose*. Such are the homes whence true peace and 
prosperity come forth to bless our people at large. 
May there be many such. 


WILLIAM NOTTINGHAM, 

For more than a hundred years Nottingham 
a familiar name in our part of West Virginia 
ancestor of the Nottingham relationship was 


# 


Nottingham, Senior, a native of 
whose name cannot be recalled, was 



His 





Soon 




the Revolution these 












m 
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7 



i 



w 







m 






a daughter 

Jame 






lontas on land at present owi 

nd the heirs of the late W 
leir family consisted of five son 
names were William, 


* 

and Elizabeth. 




# 







Georg 


Janies 






settl 


1 am migrated to Tennessee. Sampson Notun 

upper part of the home place. 




\ 





Nottingham settled on part of the Glade Hill farm, 
then went to Braxton County. George Nottingham 
settled, it is believed, in Lewis County. 


William Nottingham, Junior, married Mary Arbo- 
gast, daughter of Adam Arbogast, and settled on the 
farm now held by the family of the late Adam Not¬ 
tingham. In reference to his family the following 
particulars have been furnished us by his son, Harvey 
Nottingham. 

Margaret Nottingham married James Moore in the 
Hills. Mary Moore, her daughter, married Clayton 
Gilley. She was the mother of A. L. Gilley and F. 
M. Gilley. A. L. Gilley is remembered as one of the 
founders of the Pocahontas Herald. William Moore, 
a son of Janies and Margaret Moore, was in the Con¬ 
federate service, and is numbered with the unknown 

# 

dead. 

Mali a! a Nottingham married Captain John McElwee 





of the Hot Springs, Va. 


Her sons, Givers 



El wee of Griscol, Bernard McElwee of Gun more, 
Burton McElwee of Green bank, are w r ell known 

our county. 



• * • 




Jennie Nottingham married William Tall man 
moved to Upshur County. 


f 



# 







mm married James 
Moore was killed iu 






1 



1 


1 



1 



m 


New Hope, Va. 


Mary Nottingham never married, and 




# 


years since 


Add ison Nottingham, son of William Nottingham, 


Jr 


1 


has been twice married. His first 


marriage 


was 


with Miss Margaret Conrad, daughter of Solomon Con¬ 


rad, near Greenbank. His second wife was 



Eliz¬ 


abeth Herron, near Frost. He settled in the unbroken 
forest with his young family on the place where he now 
lives, and by patience and persevereuee, with the bless¬ 
ings of Providence, he has prospered. 

Harvey Nottingham, another son of William Not¬ 
tingham, Jr., married Miss Caroline Swink, whose 
parents came from the Valley of Virginia in her early 
vouth. He settled on a section of the home farm where 




he now resides, near Glade Hill. He began in the 
woods, and in the course of a few years, after much in¬ 
dustrious toil, these persous have gathered about them 

the comforts of a charming home on the hill-side facing 

The two brothers. Harvev and Addison. 


the rising sun. 


farms, and 



an il- 


of 


be realized bv 


pi 




m 


of Willi 



industry iu the way of a comfortable competency 
William Nottingham, son 
Jr. went west. 

Washington Nottingham, son of William, Jr., 
ried Miss Senilda Bradshaw, daughter of the late 
Ham Bradshaw, on Browns Creek. She was a 
daughter of John Bradshaw, Esq., the founder Hunt 






HI 
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around 
souls to 



and a first cousin of the celebrated Bislu 
Taylor, who claims to have preached a 
world, and has led a hundred thousand 




1 


oss, according to the best of his 





ft 




Hon. Adam Nottingham, son of William, Jr., mar¬ 
ried Miss Henrietta Philips, near Travelers 
and lived on the Glade Hill homestead opened 
his father. At an early age he was thrown upon 
own resources by his own choice. His natural endow- 
iiients were of a high order, and he studiously improv¬ 
ed whatever opportunities came to hand: For several 
years he taught school, afterwards became deputy- 
sheriff, and then sheriff, and he also served as magis¬ 
trate several terms. He represented Pocahontas in the 
house of delegates in the Virginia Legislature at Rich¬ 
mond, V.a. He was an influential political leader and 

was a strenuous Jacksonian Democrat. 

Mr Nottingham has been dead but a few years. His 

survive him, 


widow arid several sons and 


daughters 


some of them still at the old home, while others have 
gone out, some far as Texas and the far west. 


SAMUIL WHITING, 
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le came 







irgiuia in what what is now 
rner county to Jacksons 






m 





county, thence to Elk near the Big Spring 
Whiting died unexpectedly in her chair. 
They were the parents of three sons an 









two daugh- 

s: Samuel, Robert, Ebenezeiy Mercy, and Mary. 
Mercy became Mrs Varner; Mary was first Mrs Sleathe 

Mrs Massenger. Both sisters settled and lived 



« 



Gilmer County. Two of the sons, Samuel 



Rob 



ert, settled and lived in Gilmer County, where their 
descendants now live and are reported to be very 
mable people. Samuel Whiting, Junior, was born in 
1811, and died in 1858 . 

Upon his second marriage with Jennie Hannah, 
daughter of Dr David Hannah, on Locust Creek, Sam¬ 
uel Whiting, Senior, settled in the woods on Droop 
Mountain, on property now owned by his grandson, 
George W. W T biting. Here he lived many years, 
opened up a fine improvement with the assistance of 
his son Ebenezer, who was the staff of his declining 
years, a kind, devoted son. These persons, father and 
son, were skillful masons, plasterers, and brick 
Some of their work yet remains in the Renick mansion 




won 



in Renicks Valley, and the old chimney 

It is reported that the mortar 
adhere so tenaciously that sometimes 
be chipped or the brick would 

smooth finish they wou 
plastering was sometimes looked upon as 





Alvin 

used 

stone 






i 







in 


their 





and people tell us they 
excell it in our times, with 
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1 


ci n improvements. 

amuel Whiting was a devout Wesleyan Method! 



and died 
and was 








for 




in the faith giving glory to 
where he wished to 
n to break upon the golden shore, 
never saw him but once, and that was in 





1 






ary more than fifty years ago. 


I 


was trying to 





hort cut” from Locust to Renick's Valley which 
the Whiting home. Upon calling at the fence 


led 


to make inquiries Mr Whiting appeared. His presence 

was impressive, and is vividly remembered to this day, 

and the writer seems to see and hear him now as he 

* 

gave his directions in slow and solemn words. There 
were several places where paths deviated and where 
there were crossings. “When you come to these keep 
straight on, turn neither to the right or to the left.” I 
kept my eye on the western sun, moved towards it, and 
though there were numerous deviations and crossings, 
by keeping the words in mind, “turn neither to the 
right hand or left,” I did not make a single miss, and 
by twilight I was amid the charming •surroundings of 

the most pleasant of homes. 

Many a time since that venerable presence has seem 
ed to stand before me, leaning on his staff, lookin 
towards the setting sun, and admonishing the traveler 






4 4 


turn not to the right hand or to the left.’ 


J 








I moralized on these words, and re 
deviations and mistakes we might 
le setting sun of our lives in mind, 
right hand or the left, and finally \* 
sun went down find a place of rest in the val 





keepin 
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ourney’s end. 


T 



er will please pardon this dig 
irn and finish up what was begi 
Ebenezer Whiting married Sally McMi 


anc 


we wi 








Spring Creek, and lived at the homestead on 
Mountain. In reference to his sons and daughters 
following particulars have been kindly furnished 

o er, Laura Frances. 

Rachel Ann became Mrs James Schisler, and lives 
at the noted “Big Spring,head of Renicks Valley. 

Margaret Jane became Mrs Peter Hill, and lives at 
Jacox, and is the'mother of five sons and three daugh¬ 
ters: Lena, Mary, Anna, Wilson, Sherman, George, 
Ernest, and Simon. 

«» 

Mary Elizabeth was married to Luther Blair, and 
went to Lamposas, Texas. Her children were Neva, 
Myra, and Mary. 

Sarah Caroline was married to Rev Joseph S. Wick¬ 
line, and now lives in Delaware. 

Susan Virginia became Mrs Alexander Knight, and 
lived on Sinking*Creek in west Greenbrier. Her 
dren were Thomas, Minnie, and Emma. 

John Sherman Whiting died aged nine month 

George William Whiting married Elizabeth Bruffey 
and settled at the homestead. Mr Whiting now lives 

Spring, in Greenbrier. His children are 
Mabel, Bessie, Grace, Floy, Harry, Thomas, Milton, 
and Earle. 

Laura Frances became Mrs William 


at 










Locust. Her children are 




James, and Ima 



HI 
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It was the writer’s privilege to be somewhat 
quainted with Ebenezer Whiting. In April, 1848 
writer was distributing Bibles and Testaments, ant 
spent a ni 















mor 





spirit while 



the Whiting home. Somehow lie 
rather freely, and Mrs Whitin 
by appearing very much amused. 

to be very solemn and groaned 
rest would be in smiles. While the 



m 


visitor tried to be funny and thought he would get Mr 
Whiting to feel better, he found out by bed time that 
there was no fun about it. When it was time to “get 
ready for bed,” Mr Whiting snuffed the candle and 

down the Bible, and for some time was turning 
the leaves and seemed much troubled in spirit from his 
sighs and suppressed groanings and solemn features. 
At last he found the chapter he wanted and began 
reading fifth of Ephesians: 



Be ye followers of God as dear children. 

Aud walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweet smelling savor. 

But fornication, and all uncleanness, and covetous¬ 
ness, let it not be once named among you, as becom- 
eth saints. 

Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, 
which are not convenient, but rather giving of thanks. 



He i 

named in 



whole 


but he read the ver 












louder tone than the rest of 
ayed long and very feelingly that 
all hearts and the words of all mouths 
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he acceptable in the sight of Him 
iiffth and redeemer. 




o u r 




withdrew with the little children. 








Worship over, such a solemn stillnes 

re that Mrs Whiting became very 

The 

the house relaxed into a smile when I 
to retire, and he showed me where to 
somewhat mortified, and was sure that he had 
respect for me as a pious youth. 

Much to my surprise the next morning he handed 
me the Bible and requested “a word of prayer,’’ be¬ 
fore breakfast. As well as I can remember the sixth 
chapter of Galatians was about the first that fell un¬ 
der rav eve, and this was read: . 


Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 


spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of 
sidering thyself lest thou also be tempted 


that 
meekness^ 


Bear ye one anothers burdens and 
Christ. 


fulfill the law 


For if a man think himself to be something when he 

is nothing he deceiveth himself. 

But let every man prove his own work, and 
lie have rejoicing in himself alone and not in 
For every man shall bear his own burden. 



s 



othei 




Worship over, breakfast was served, pleasant words 
farewell were exchanged, and pressing 
urn came from the hearts of both as 





# 



1 





branc 




names are in the book of my 
good people trying to walk in “all 





mandincnts and ordinances of the Lord blameless.’ 
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JAMES RODGERS, 

Among the worthy industrious persons whose ardu¬ 
ous toils and severe privations helped to make our 
county what it is, deserving of respectful mention was 
the late James Rodgers, Senior. He was a native of 
Madison County, born February 13, 1789. His first 
marriage was with a Miss Jackson of Madison County. 
The issue of this marriage was seven children. The 
sons were Robert, whose wife was a daughter of John 
Smith, one of the pioneers of Stony Creek, Joseph, 
and Drury. The daughters were Sarah, Elizabeth, 
Mary, and Tabitha. Respecting these children we 
have virtually no particulars in hand. 

James Rodgers came to Pocahontas in 1824 and set- 

woods on Lewis Ridge, at a spot overlook 


tied in 



ing the Buckeye Cove. Thus he and his family 
came identified with the county almost from its or 
zation. 









His second marriage was with Nellie Lewis 

a grand daughter of Alexander 
whose descendants are so numerously represented 

influential citizens in our county at 
econd marriage there were six elnldi 










m 
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who became Henry Adkisson's 
who became Mrs Fillren. William 




wire 


ere 



married Polly Fleming, daughter of the late Jaime 
Fleming of Swago, and settled on part of the 



emin 







M 







The 


homestead near Buckeye, where his widow 

iters now reside. He was a Union 
vice in the Union army. Chesley 

Morrison and settled near Jacox. 

ers married a Miss Harter. 

James L. Rodgers, Junior, was married twice 
first wife was Eliza Burgess. There were ten children 

in the first family: Justice N. C. Rodgers of Buckeye; 

the late Mrs Hannah Wade; (r. W. Rodgers on Beaver 
Ham; Davis Rodgers, deceased; John H. Rodgers, 
also dead; Maggie became Mrs William Adkisson of 
Buckeye; Eliza became Mrs Olie Auldridge and lives 
at Hillsboro, Mary, and Alvin W. near Buckeye. 

By the second marriage with Mrs Mary Kellison 
there was a son Lewis, who is now dead, and a daugh¬ 
ter Laura. 

Thus the writer has endeavored to present the avail¬ 
able information concerning this worthy old citizen i 
ns family, aided by his grandson, A. W. Rodgers 
In his time James Rodgers had the reputation o 
ing one of the most industrious of working men. 
tried to train his sons and daughters to habits of indu 

strict economy. Soon as they became 
enough for service they went from home and found 

oymeut as field hands and house keeper 

man was a zealous 
ethodist Protestant church 
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members iu the Buckeye society, 
of the first in the county. His prayers and 
talks were in good language, interspersed 




the parables and quotations 
promises. All this indicated that in early, impress 





y 



i 



must have been familiar with persons of more 
than ordinary culture, such as Madison County was 
distinguished for. In his speech he had the tone and 
style that characterized the old Virginia gentry, as the 
writer learned to know in subsequent years from actual 
acquaintance with east Virginians. 

The writer cherishes the memory of this old citizen 
with feelings of much respect, as the two often toiled 
in the meadows and harvest fields side by side in his 
boyhood. He remembers being often impressed by 
the pathos and fervency of the old man's occasional 
prayers in the morning worship. This was something 
which was never omitted in the old Marl in ton home. 

The belief of the older people was that “prayer and 

* 

provender hinder no man,"* and so time was always 
found for prayer, as well as for breakfast and supper. 

Some of his expressions still linger in memory after 

more than fifty years. One was an allusion to the 
grapes of Eschol as typical of the richness of the prom¬ 
ised land. His idea was that God would give his 
humble praying people here while on the pilgrimage a 
cluster now and then from the heavenly vine so as 



r 










encourage them to put forth their ea 
to go up and receive possession 

This allusion was utilized as sugges- 









mon prepared and preached 




writer 


* 
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thirty years ago. Mav we meet and see for 
the blessed land in all its richness and glo 
and especially the vine from which the 
gathered that cheered and encouraged him 




v 











REUBEN BUSSARD. 

Reuben Bussard, the progenitor of the Bussards, 
was the son of an emigrant from Germany, who set¬ 
tled at an early day near Lancaster, Penn. Upon his 
marriage with a Miss Sicafoose, in Pendleton County, 
he settled on lands now in possession of his descend¬ 
ants near Glade Hill, or rather between Glade 
and Frost. These early settlers were the parents 
five sons and four daughters, as we learned from 
Morgan Grimes, Esq., near Mount Zion. Susan, Fan¬ 
nie, Hester, and Martha were their daughters. The 
sons were Eli^ Solomon, Henry, Reuben, and Samp¬ 
son. 

Fannie Bussard was married to Benjamin Bussard 
and lived in Greenbrier County. 

Hester Bussard became Mrs Henry Grimes and 
ed in the Hills. 

Martha Bussard was married to Charles Grime 
in the Hills near Mount Zion. 

Eli Bussard married Margaret Moore and settled on 
a part of the home place, now occupied by his son Ar- 

. In reference to their family 










s are given: 

Arminius Bussard married Frances Kelley and 
near Glade Hill. He was a Union soldier, a mem 
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Company D, 10th West Virginia Infantry. 
Morgan Bussard married Rhoda Simms, daughtei 



John Sims from Pendleton County. Their children 




1 



1 



is, Perry Lee, Cora, now 



% 





was mar 


hinneberry near Driftwood, and Alcinda, who 

« 

to Enibrv Shinneberry near Clover Lick. 

*' */ 






r 



Bussard, son of Eli, married Nancy Moore, a 
i Bussard’s wife, and lived near Glade Hill 
where John Lindsay now resides. The daughter Sa¬ 
rah was married to John Lindsay. Virginia was mar- 

to John Philips, of Barbour County. He was a 
Union soldier, 6th West Virginia Infantry, and was 
killed in the affair at Bull town, Braxton Count v. 
Martha became Mrs Hedrick and lived in Preston 
County, but now lives at Grafton. Mr Hedrick was 

a Union Soldier. 

Perry Bussard belonged to Company I. 3d West 
Virginia Cavalry, and died in a Maryland hospital in 
the early spring of 1864. 

Laura and Phoebe were the names of Eli Bussard's 

daughters. 

Solomon Bussard, son of Reuben, married Rachel 

Grime 
Their 



them 

V 

Je 






id settled on a section of the homestead, 
dren were Wesley, who married Miss Ma- 
Highland, and settled in the Big Valley, 
lived in Highland. Susan married 
went west. Mary was married to 
settled in Highland County, at 










Henry Bussard married Mary Hannah and lived on 

* 

Creek near Huntersville. Their daughter 
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rs J. B. Pyles, Susan 
Anbury married Miss 




Tillotson 

and 


wont 



Henry Bussard's second marriage was wit 

, Of the two sons of this marriage, 















eight or ten years since near 
overturning of a wagon he was in charge 
is a carpenter and lives on Cummings Creek. 

Reuben Bussard, Junior, married Mary Ann Waugh 
daughter of Samuel Waugh in the Hills, and after liv¬ 
ing 80 H 13 years at Dilleys Mill, went to Iowa 
names of their children are Arthelia, Rachel, 
and Adolphus. Samuel Bussard is a prominent phy¬ 
sician in Lucas County, Iowa. 

Sampson Bussard was another son of the pioneer. 
His wife was Eleanor Knapp, daughter of Caleb 
Knapp, and he settled on the place purchased of Solo¬ 
mon Bussard. Their children were Cornelius, Cronin, 
Mildred, and Jerusha. Mildred was married to Abram 
Shinneberry, and lives near Clover Lick. Jerusha be¬ 
came Mrs Isaac Shinneberry and lives near Glade Hill. 

Where Reuben Bussard the ancestor made a 
tion for a permanent settlement was far from bein 
inviting spot in pioneer days. His idea seems to have 




been that though the lands were deemed of 



value, 


able meadows. The mountains around 



yet these glades and marshes could be made into valu- 

good 

or stock for much of the year, and by blending 
ilities for ranges and meadows, live stock could 
be handled to good purpose. By making moderate 

aving what would come in hand, 
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there wa 
Wer 














iving in reach of the hands of the 
Bussard now to revisit the scene < 
privations, lie would see more 

expectations he may have ever 
in reference to the development of tlii 

amid the mountains, where he selected 




que 

a place for his permanent habitation. 

Moreover it turned out that this vicinity was well 
adapted to fruit raising. A supply of good fruit adds 
very much to the comfort of a home, and the time will 
come when such land, heretofore deemed of compar¬ 
atively little value, will be greatly prized for its fruit 
producing qualities. There is plausible reason for be¬ 
lieving that the largest apple tree in Pocahontas Coun¬ 
ty, and it may be even in West Virginia, may be seen 
near the place where Reuben Bussard built his frontier 
home. It measures three feet and six inches in diam- 

Sev- 

enty-five bushels have been gathered from this tree at 


eter. 


The branches were about forty feet long. 


one time. 


From what we can gather from Reuben Bussard's 
personality, he seems to have been a man that ponder¬ 
ed Agur s prayer to a good purpose: u Two things have 


I re 





, deny me them not before 



le 


# 



Remove tar from me vanity and lies; give me 
poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for 


me 


Le 








nil and deny Thee, and say 
be poor and steal and take t 





of mv God in vain 


J 1 


Proverbs xxx. 7 - 9 . 
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DAVro BRIGHT. 

ing to numerous family affiliations in our 

•ticulars in regard to the Bright connexion in 
ecu brier are interesting to our readers. 

David Bright came from Pennsylvania and 
of the pioneers of upper Greenbrier, and 

now occupied by Andrew Brinkley and sons 
Frank ford. Davids wife was a Miss Grant, 
Pennsylvania. Their sons were Michael, Jesse, David 
and George. There were two daughters, one of whom 
was named Mary. 

Jesse Bright married Margaret Ilamptenstall, and 
settled on the homestead and reared the family that lias 

so many relations in Pocahontas County. His daugh¬ 
ter Margaret was married to Joseph Cnilison, and went 
to Illinois. Mary Bright was married to Israel Calli- 
son, lived awhile in Pocahontas, then went to Illinois; 
and was still living at last accounts (in 1897.) 

Rachel Bright became the wife of the late Joseph 
Levisay, near Frankford. Her son, G. W. Levisay, 
married Maggie Beard, youngest daughter of the late 
Josiah Beard of Locust, and located at Frankford, 
where he farms and merchandises. Josephine Levisay 


became Mrs Preston Clark of the Levels 



Levi- 



became Mrs F. I. Bell, and lives near Savannah 
Mills. Samuel Brown Levisay was one of the victims 
of the fearful boiler explosion that occurred in 1896 
near Frankford. Jesse A., Letitia, Louella, 




abet 






ic names of Mrs Levi 



1 









% 


Ig 



1 


Junior, married Margaret Piune 




in Lewisburg. 





near 



Mareraret Bright, daughter of Jesse Bright, Senior, 

wife of the late John Levisay, who settled 

I # 

, where he lately died. Her eldest 
ry Margaret, is the wife of Rev D. S. 

, D. 1 )., the pastor of the Oak Grove Pre 
Church. Sabina Levisav was married to John 

4 ' 

Rodgers, and moved to Gallipolis, Ohio. Jesse Levi- 






densti 




say married Miss Addie Johnson and migrated to Illi- 

Cornelia Levisav was married to W. Henrv 

** • 

Job n B ro w 11 


II oi 


Wall ace, and lives on Sinking Creek. 

Levisay married Minnie Johnson and resides on a por¬ 
tion of the old homestead. Lillian Levisav was mar- 

f. 

ried to Dr James A. Larue and now resides at Pulaski, 
Tenn. James W., Virginia, and Louisa Levisay live 
on the homestead. 

Francis Bright was married to James Ludington and 

went to Illinois. 

Samuel Bright married Miss Mary Pollock. 

Julia Bright was married to Allan S. Levisay, and 

lived near Frankford. Mr and Mrs Levisay have for 

*/ 

a few years lived near Marlinton with their daughter, 
Mrs Levi Gay. Their son John Granville Levisay 
married Emma Robinson and lives near Frankford. 
David Bright married Elizabeth Price. 


Sarah Bright married William Cassidy and sett 



in 



Geor 





married Harriet Bowen and mover 
second wife was a Miss Steenbersrei 


of Missour 
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married Margaret * 
was a lady from Richmond, 
was Miss Nickel, of Monroe, and fourth wa 



J 







now of Gallipolis, Ohio. 

The ladies that were the first wives of George and 
Abram Bright just mentioned were sisters, and dangli- 

James Bowen, who lived at the mouth of Spring 
Creek. Mr Bowen was a person of great business 
ability and promoted a number of useful industrial en¬ 
terprises. He built a grist mill, carding machine, sa 




mill, and oil mill on the property now held by Newton 
Mann. 

This about exhausts all the information in the com¬ 
piler's possession that illustrates the relationship these 
good people sustain to the citizenship of our county. 

The writer feelingly cherishes the memory of Jesse 
Bright, Senior, about whose large and interesting fam¬ 
ily these biographic notes have been prepared. The 
last time he ever saw this venerable man was on a 
Sabbath morning in the spring of 1857, on the way to 
church. As I was passing from Mr John Levisay’s to 
Frankford, near where the cemetery now is, I heard a 
singular noise, and on turning around saw 
one's horse had stumbled and thrown the ri 
going back it was found to be Mr Jesse 
the meantime his daughter, Mrs Margaret Levisay 

Jennie 



some 













with her husband and two daughters, 
had come up with him. Mr Bright was 
corner where he remained a little while, 

hurt, but thought it best to return 
le never felt the same after the contusion 


a 
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ferecl 
that 


year 







g of his faithful old 







m t® 










and 




The 




* 




t 





m 


so safely and pleasantly for 
noise made the animal fell 
• is. the rider escaped instant death. 

this sketch is mainly indebted to 

given 

om memory or gathered by him from the 




lington Levisay for the information 


reminiscences of elderly friends. 


SAMUEL PRICE, 

What is relied upon as authentic tradition is to the 


effect that the progenitor of the Price 
Greenbrier. Botetourt. Craicr. Monroe. 


•elationship in 
and Pocahon¬ 



tas counties was one Samuel Price, who was among 
the earlier settlers of Augusta County in the vicinity 
of New Hope. He was it is believed a native of Wales 
but had lived in Maryland before coming to Virginia. 
So far as known his family consisted of three sons, 
Thomas, Jacob, and Samuel. All three were Revolu- 

y soldiers and Indian fighters. 

Samuel Price, Junior, settled in Greenbrier Countv, 

77 «/ / 

near Savanna Mills, on preempted lands, a part of 
which is now in the possession of Washington Price, a 
descendant of the fourth remove. Samuel Price’s first 
wife was Margaret Black, of Albemarle County, 
her child red were Samuel (third), William, 

James, Sally, who became Mrs Michael Bright 








The 



@> 




and Mrs Jacob Walkup. 

Mrs Walkup are not known 











marriage of Samuel 
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WHS WITH 










v Miss Margaret 
relative of the former 















were John, whose son Washington 








, a daughter who became Mrs 

went west; Margaret, 






o 








Hemptonstall. She was the mother of the 
Bright, near Frankfort, W. Ya. 

Jacob Price, son of Samuel the progenitor, 

Winneford Tillery, and lived in the Big Leve 
property lately occupied by Frank Bell. Their children 
were James (born 1780), John, Samuel, William, 
cob, Abraham, George, Isaac Austin, Margaret Col- 
vert, who became Mrs Coehenour, west Greenbrier. 

Jacob Price, Junior, married Mary B. Cox and set¬ 
tled near Organ Cave in the Irish Corner. Rev Addi¬ 
son H. Price, a widely known and useful Presbyterian 
minister, was one of his sons. J. M. Price, Mayor of 
Ronceverte, was his youngest son. 

Jacob Price, Junior, was a veteran of the war of 
1812, a soldier under General William Henry Harri¬ 
son at Tippecanoe and the battle of the Thames. He 
was born November 1, 1790, and died July 28, 1887, 
aged 96 years. He had sons in the war between 
States, and grandsons in the war of 1898. 

Through the painstaking care of William P 
bell, of Monterey, Hon. J. M. Price, of Ronceverte, 

Mrs Sarah Price, of Organ Cave, Anne W. 








of Craig City, Ya., and others, 
nd biographic material enough to 

The contents, however 

* 

special interest only to the relationship 
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connected by intermarriage 

throughout southern West Virginia and 

But as a very small element of the Price 

has been identified with the citizens 

« 

our countv. what remains of this article will be devot- 

raphic particulars illustrating the fann¬ 


ed 










ft' 





T 




of Thomas Price, one of the three sons 
ice the Welshman. 

name Price is a blending of two Welsh words, 
and weese. 1 Ap means son, and reese means a 
stout or strong man. Then ap-reese would be the son 
of the strong man, and Price is a short way of saying 

ap-reese. 

The Pocahontas branch of the relationship are the 
descendants of Thomas Price, whose home was on 
Howard Creek, Craig County, seven miles east of the 
Sweet Springs, at the base of Seven Mile or Middle 
Mountain. 

Thomas Price had some knowledge of medicine and 
surgery. One of his books on medicine, bearing his 
name and the date 1790 is in the possession of Dr J. 
W. Price, of Marliuton, one of his descendants. 

wife was Elizabeth Taylor, whose parents 
immigrants. They were the parents o 


H 


# 



wei 





seven daughters and one son. Mary became Mrs Wil¬ 
liam Scott. Sally became Mrs Littlepage. 
became Mrs Holstoin. Margaret became Mrs Bennett. 
Sophia became Mrs Jacob Price. Rebecca became 
Mrs John 











Monroe County. John Hank was 
ni Hank, the noted singing evan 

nes Price became Mrs Wi 
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Mastin, proprietor of the “Mastin 




m 



Su 



mr Springs, in its time one of the mo 


no 



111 



on 






urereoii 






i 


the mountains. John William Price 

‘first family, was never married, 
on board of a ship in the war of 1812, 

Norfolk, and died on board the ship, 
known to the contrary may have been buried at sea. 

V * 

Thomas Price's second marriage was with Margaret, 
the eldest daughter of John Beard of Renicks Valley, 
who with his wife were among the pioneers of that 

a 

part of Greenbrier County. There were two sons and 
two daughters in the second family: James 
Thompson, Virginia and Medora. 

In reference to the Beards we have learned these 
additional items. Thomas Beard, the ancestor of per¬ 
sons of that name in Augusta, Greenbrier, and Poca¬ 
hontas Counties, witli his brother Edwin came from 
Scotland with the Scotch-Irish. Edwin went to Geor¬ 



gia, while Thomas settled in Augusta County, along 
with the earliest settlers, near what is now known as 
the New Hope vicinity. His family consisted of two 
sons, John and Thomas, Junior. The daughters were 
Rosa, who became Mrs Colonel James Kincaid, near 
Lewisburg. Elizabeth, who became Mrs John Poage, 
who lived awhile on Knapps Creek, Pocahontas Coun- 

The other five daughters, whose names are not 
known to us, married in Augusta County 

lem and their families migrated 
Thomas Beard, Junior, had no family. 

John Beard, the Renick's Valley pioneer 

five sons and six daughters: Margaret, who 
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became Mrs Thomas Price; Mrs Jane Armstrong 



Agnes 








As Jo 



Mrs Sabina Walkup, Elizabeth 
George W. Poage of the Levels, 
is not remembered. The sons were 
lird), Josiah, Jesse, and William. 

was a lifelong and prominent 







m m 



zen of our county, his history is of special interest and 
has been referred to in other places. His wife was 


Rachel Poage. Mrs Grace Clark Price, the wife of 


one of the publishers of this book, is one of his grand¬ 
daughters. 

Josiah Beard was a person of line mind, had a good 
education, which he improved upon by reading and 
reflection. Though gentle in his manners, he had a 
pronounced will of his own, being endowed with phy¬ 
sical and moral courage to a marked degree, a rare 
combination. His practical wisdom and spotless in¬ 
tegrity gave weight to his opinions. The tenor of his 
life was peaceful, and his influence was for good mor¬ 
als and intelligent piety, and there is but one instance 
where his temper seems to have gotten the better of 
his discretion. This was while a prisoner in the hands 
of federal soldiers towards the close of the war. At 
the time referred to he was past seventy years of 
and some taunts and jeers were made at his expense. 
The aged prisoner flared up, reminding his captors 

and unarmed, but if they would 
“pick out a dozen men, and come 
le would show them a thing or 
son of Thomas Price, Junioi 








down 












Botetourt County. 
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J anies 



Vice, married Mai 







famil 



in 


i in the memoirs of Jacob W 
18 !4 and are buried near 




« 



. Tliev were people who had but few 
in their youth, compared to what is to be 


by their posterity. Both 


ghteous 


of their knowledg 



settled at Marlins Bottom. Particulars are 


to 


P 








T 








commandments and ordinances of the Lord, aiinin 

walk humbly, loving mercy and acting justly. 




“Our boast is not that we deduce our birth 
From loins enthroned and rulers of the earth: 
But higher far our proud pretensions rise, 
Children of parents passed into the skies/' 


Med ora Sabina Beard Price was married on Powell 
Hill, near Marlinton, May 14, 1834, to William Haim 
ilton, of Bath County. They were the parents of sev¬ 


b 


en daughters and three sons: Virginia Agnes, Sm 

Margaretta, Alice M., Mary Sophia, John William, 

Ellen Frances, Rose L., Eugenia Gatewood, Charles 

Atlee, and Paul Price. After a residence of several 

years on Back Creek near Mountain Grove, Mr Ham- 
§/ ' 

moved to Texas, in 1855, Blanco C 






became sheriff, and had many narrow 




le Comache Indians, who went on the 

in office. He was born in 1811 
City, Texas, July 4, 1894. 









1 











le same city November 



1 
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Paul Price Kelley, one of the sons, became 






« 


soldier in 1865, served in Montana against the 

, developed heart disease, was honorably 



T 


















aud returned to Blanco City, where 

1892. 

. Campbell, of Monterey, Ya., and his sis 
and Virginia, widely known iii our 
as popular teachers, are grandchildren of William 
Hamilton. Their parents Mr and Mrs Austin Camp- 

live in Hinton. 

J 

The eldest daughter of the second family group was 
V irginia Agnes Price, who became Mrs Nathaniel 


Kelley, of Monroe County. They were the parents of 
four children: William, Samuel.Henry, Catherine, and 
Medora. Upon the death of her husband she came to 
Pocahontas to live with her mother Mrs Thomas Price. 
Their home was the Abram Sybert place, two miles 
east of Hillsboro. By over exertion one wash day, 
Mrs Kelley was stricken by a very malignant attack of 


brain fever, of which she died in about two weeks 


At 


the close of the burial services, Samuel Henry ap¬ 
proached Mrs Elizabeth Miller and said he wanted to 
go home with her. The kind lady took him to her 

years cared for him with a motherly 
truly and affectionately bestowed. This oc- 

. The three others remained for some 
their grandmother. They attended sc 








years 




s 




le Academy and made a good beginning in 
educational course. 

About the time Samuel Henry Kelley became grown 
went to California, in 184-8. So far as can 





ft K kt 
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earned it appears that he opened 
geles and appeared to be doing well. 
1861, his store was broken into bv 
In the effort to repulse them he was 







# 

A 







m 


1 






1 









* it 






off, and the building burned. 

William Scott Kelley, the eldest of the 
>rn in 1827. He attended school sever 
and made fine progress under the instructions or 
Messrs Brown and Dunlap, eminent teachers in their 





(lav. 


He also went to California in his earlv 



hood, but did not remain very long. 


For 


some veai 




he led a roving life in the west, and seems to have 
come pretty well known from Cincinnatti to New Or¬ 
leans as a sporting man. Finally he decided to study 
medicine and was graduated in fine standing, in 1858, 
by Newton’s Clinical Institute at Cincinnatti, Ohio. 
Soon after lie located in Buchannon County, Missouri, 
where lie married Miss Nellie Curie, daughter of Clay¬ 
ton Curie of Kentucky. 




Dr Kelley rapidly advanced in his profession, had a 
fine patronage, and stood high as a skillful practition¬ 
er. He was an enthusiastic Confederate, and was 
among the first to enlist at the opening of the war be¬ 
tween the States. He was appointed Surgeon General 
on the recommendation of General Sterling Price, 
commander of the Missouri Confederate 
Kelley was in all the battles with the 
during the first vear of the war. 





pneumonia December 11, 1861, 
midnight in his garden. 

Dr Kelley was survived by his 










1875 


After residing a few years in Missouri, 
returned to Kentucky and remained there 
Miss Will ie Kellev was a teacher, and in 






was man 


t 



to George L. Rector, of Nashvi 







% 





the Rector Store Company, 
of seyen children: William Henry, Ne 




• n 


6 If* 










usta, Jesse Nathaniel, George, Lenora 


and John Carlisle. 


In thinking of William S. Kelley, who is remember¬ 
ed by many persons in Pocahontas, it is pleasant to be 
able to say that he was known in Missouri as a person 
pure life, and in his family circle the gentleness of 
his nature was beautifully developed. The care and 
attention he gave his sisters should be remembered and 

was rewarded in a very remarkable manner, as our 

■ 

readers will learn. 

Catherine Kelley finished her education at the school 
taught by Miss Maria Richards, at WarmJSprings, Va. 
She was enabled to do this by her brother William's 


assistance in good part. She met Dr William N. Snod¬ 
grass at Fineastle, Va., and they were married in 
1856. He graduated from the medical department of 

the University of New York in 1851. Soon after their 
marriage they settled in Jefferson City, Mo., where he 
became recognized as an able physician. He espoused 
the Confederate cause and was a surgeon in General 
Price's command, and was in the battles of Carthage, 
Wilsons Creek, and Missouri. He was with the Mis¬ 
souri troops until within a few months before the war 
closed. Owing to his broken health he was obliged to 
leave the service, and went to his father's home in 




son County, Texas, whither he had 






lis wife and two sous. His health was nev 




1 


# 


UK 




odgrass died in November, 186 




Aftei 




le death of her husband, Mrs 




ler two children lived for a time at Walnut Hil 




* 


UK 


afterwards at Rocky Comfort, Ark 






Newton was born in 1851, and died in 1875 on 




er, whither he had gone on business 


We 


i® 



e in 



formed that he was a youth of fine character and mark¬ 
ed business ability. The other, William Edward, was 
born in 185th In 1884 he married Miss Louella Rhea 

and is now living in Little Rock, in business with 
Cohn, a leading clothier of the city. 

October, 1877, Mrs Kate Snodgrass married her 
second husband, W. C. Svbert, a prosperous merchant 
of Nashville, Ark., and lived there until her decease 
in 1889. She is spoken of as a noble Christian wo¬ 
man, a devout member of the Episcopal church. 
Sybert died May 16, 1881. 


Mi 


Med ora Virginia, Mrs Nathaniel Kelley’s youngest 
daughter, was left an orphan at the tender age of two 
or three years. She remained with her gjandmother 


Pi •ice until she was about eight years old. 


After 



grandmother's death she lived with her aunt Madora 
Hamilton until her brother William Kelley 




P 




in a school taught by the Misses Dain 
near the Hot Springs. She afterwards entered 


i 








in 










titute, whence she graduated with 

While on a visit to her sister in 

* 

, she met and married Dr Charles 
her brother William's partner in 




* 







ij 
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Ur Hart was the son of a ' 
*ed no pains in tlie education 





SO n 


Ur Hart graduated from the same 






institute and in the same 



\Y 



Ur W 




He had previously obtained diplomas from 
medical schools. Ur Hart was a sur 


geon in 




onfederate service. He establshed a 



at Lewinsville, Ark., for wounded Confederates. 


Af¬ 


ter the war he was Professor of Medicine in a New 

York school, and proprietor of a popular drug, whose 

discovery he claimed. His health was broken bv ex- 

»' *• 

posure during the war, and he died in August, 1868, 
and buried in Greenwood cemetery. Ur Hart's ances¬ 
tors came over with William Penn. 

After his death Mrs Hart went to Rockv Comfort, 
Ark., to be near her sister Kate. On October, 16, 
1872, she married Ur W. H. Hawkins, of North Car¬ 
olina, a graduate of a Philadelphia medical college. 

In January, 1882, Ur Hawkins moved to Texarkana, 
where he died September 7, 1887. Ur Hawkins stood 

high in his profession, was at one time president of the 
Arkansas Medical Association, a brigade surgeon in 

war, a public spirited citizen, a genial, courteous, 

Christian gentleman. Mrs Med ora Hawkins 






1 



Lillian Hart was born in 1861, near Saint 



Mo 


In 1877 she 


married George Reid, 


a mer 




o 




After living there sever 



years 




m 





# 


in 


to Ue Kalb, Ark,, and from thence 

They have two 



are 



N| 






* 


born in 1880, and a dang 




K ate 



age 








nox Hawkins, Medora's 
at Rocky Comfort, July 21 

she was bereaved of her 



1 





nv months. January 3, 18U4, she 

a merchant, and settled in Texark 




< 


me daughter. 




n a 








Thomas Price, son of Samuel Price the 

* 

migrant, was a veteran of the Revolution, and w 
General Lincoln's command when surrendered 
Charleston, South Carolina, and thereupon became a 
prisoner of war. He and a comrade managed to elude 
the sentries at day break while the change of guards 
was going on. They hid in a briar patch and waited 
for night to come. It was a day of much suspense 
and anxiety. Some British soldiers while driving in 
a fresh cow with her calf come very near running over 
them as they hugged the ground. A British soldier 
approached the patch later in the day and seemed to 
look right at them, but he turned away, and from that 
on they expected to have a squad to surround and cap- 
ture them. Much to their relief he never came 
and soon it w f as night and they, guided by the pole 






1 


set out for home and libertv. 




At one stage of their journey, when about famished, 
lev happened about daylight on the camp of a negro 
itive trying to make his way to the British 

ing, and when they 




was BOUIK 











ran for dear life. 


They 




pre 
coal 





enjoyment in the ash cake 
the piece of bacon found in 










and resumed their journey with new strength and hope. 
From that time on it was easy to find all that was 
needed for their sustenance and refreshment until they 
were at home again. 




APPENDIX. 


SECTION VI. 


THE BRIDGER BOYS. 


John and James Brklger were slain by Indians dur¬ 
ing the last raid made by Indians in what is now Po- 

_ • 

cahontas County. They were in the party that came 
to the relief of the Drinnon family on the Greenbrier 


River, nearly a mile above the mouth of Stony Creek. 
Henry Baker was killed while he and Richard Hill 
were going to the river to wash and prepare for break¬ 
fast. Nathan, a colored man belonging to Lawrence 
Drinnon, notified the settlers in the Levels. A party 
came on and on their return the Moore and the Wad¬ 
dell families joined them. The Bridger brothers and 
Nathan left the main party and took across to the near 
way through the Notch, while the rest passed around 

bv the Waddell's. 

i# 


Indians were concealed at a place where a 




lynn s 



iugs were growing out of the decaying stump 


of a tree that had been cut down for sugar troughs. 
Two shots were fired in quick succession. John fell 
mortally wounded. The other, being untouched, ran 
on through the “notch,’' closely pursued 




J 




the foot of the mountain 


wa 







i 
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till 


*Oll 





Indian 





1 the young man was running when the 
and shot him in the hack. 


The 


mar 







was 



s heel was seen where he halted to de 
discharge. 

stopped to fasten his moccasins, 
out of reach. He scolded the Indians 










boys, and escaped unhurt. The rest of the 
ny were at the Waddell place when the heard 

the shooting. 

Shortly after the shooting, loud whoops were heard 
near the Notch. These seemed answered by whoop 
on the Gillilan Mountain, and then were whooping* 


Bv the time the refugees reach- 

f- O 


heard near the head of Stamping Creek, as if the sav¬ 
age bands were signaling to that the settlers were on 
the move and danger was threatening, sor soon all be¬ 
came silent and nothing more was seen or heard of 
them in the vicinity, 
ed the fort, on the hill now occupied by Isaac McNeel's 
residence, all danger was over. 

Arrangements were quickly made to bring in the 
slain. John Cochran had brought a 4 dialf sled" to 
the fort and an old, gentle horse. The sled was taken 
to where Jim Bridger lay weltering in his blood, and 
and remained there until John was carried down from 

1 , and thus thev were borne to the fort and a 



grave prepared for 



on the knoll over 



111 tr 




y o u n g 


ordan, who lived when a 

son where Mathew John McNcel now lives, r 
ed how Jim Bridger was fixing himself up like 

wedding while the men were getting 
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g ® 




> yro to the relief of the Driunons 




e wanted 




# 





YOU 



r silver shoe buckles, and she objected: 

better not take inv shoe buckles, for 

%/ 1 

s might get you and 1 will never see 



J 




In 




uiv more. 


<| 


Aunt Plnebe Me Neel and Mrs Sally McCollam, 
daughter of Larry Drennan, remembered with emotion 
long as they lived how the heart broken father of the 
Bridger boys put his arms around the necks of his 
slain sons ere they were put into the one grave. His 
sleeves were all bloody, and when the men gently 
forced him away from his dead, and he lay upon the 
ground resting his head on one arm and wiping his 
tears with the bloody sleeve of the other, it looked so 

pitiful. 

This should alwavs be remembered as a consecrated 

*/ 

spot, being made sacred by the tears of a father wept 
over sons cruelly slain, incidental to the perils and 
hardships of the early settlement of Pocahontas. 





THE MAYSE FAMILY. 


In 1 T t>5 the Indians raided the Mayse home in Bath 
County, a few miles from Batli Alum. Joseph Mayse, 
aged 13 years, his mother, an unknown white girl and 
Mrs Sloan and her iufant were taken prisoners. 

About five or six miles from the Mavse residence 
the party halted on the top of a high ridge by a large 
rock to rest awhile. The Indian leader, an old man, 
sat on this rock. Around his shoulders hung a bear's 
intestine filled with cornmeal mush. This he would 
squeeze out and eat for his lunch. Thence the Indians 
proceeded on a bee line westward over the Warm 
Springs Mountain, and on the evening of the first day 
camped on Muddy Run, about fiv e miles north east of 
the Warm Springs. 

On the second dav tliev crossed Jacksons River near 
Warwickton, Back Creek Mountain, and camped near 
the mouth of Little Back Creek, now Mountain Grove. 
The boy prisoner, Joseph Mayse, was placed to sleep 
between two warriors. He was made very uncomfort¬ 
able by a large root of the tree under which they had 
lain down to sleep. His sufferings becoming too pain- 
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and 





endure, he took one of the Indians 

it on the source of his misery. 

& 

the trouble and made the other 
prisoner a softer place to sleep 







land 
under- 



ft 




ive 


The third dav they crossed the Alleghany and camp- 

#■ O w I 


ed about half wav between Marl inton and Hunters¬ 


ville. 


A 

Early on the fourth day, just after crossing the 
rier River at the Island ford, the Indians aud 



their prisoners were overtaken by a pursuin 
The young prisoner was on a pack horse, and 
coming frightened when the skirmish opened, ran 
and became entangled in some grape vines. 





The 

was pulled off into a thicket of nettles. The Indians 
were so closely pressed they had not time to turn and 

A * 

kill the boy. The Indians were pursued some distance 
up Stony Creek and Indian Draft, but could not be 
overtaken. On their return the pursuing party picked 
up the young prisoner, still in the nettles near the 
fording, and took him back to the settlement. The 
late George Mayse, Esq., of the Warm Springs, was a 
son of this prisoner. The infant had been dashed 


to death against a tree on the first approach of the pur¬ 
suers. It was buried near the crossing of the Marlin 
Run in Marlinton. 

Eight or nine years after his captivity Joseph Mayse 
was a soldier in the battle of Point Pleasant, and was 


everely wounded. Forty-six years afterwards his 
wounded leg was amputated above the 





Char 



Lewis, who came all the way from 



and remained with his patient six weeks 





i 


May 

* 






ved as magistrate between forty-fiv 





-r 


i 
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to 


§< 




con 
















1840, in 
Mrs 


was twice high sheriff, 
as reliable as an “official recor 

m 

such he was never known to 

and never knew what whiskev 

«/ 

He died “serene and calm,"’ 
89th year of his age. 


memory 





m 






dose of 
coffee 
April, 




se, Mrs • Sloan, and the nameless 


white 


girl, were taken to the Indian towns near Chilicothe, 
about 275 miles from Marl inton, by the route taken 


by 



captors. From Chilicothe they made their 


way towards Detroit. By the aid of friendly Indians 
they received directions, and finally reached Pennsyl¬ 
vania and thence home, after an absence of about fif¬ 
teen months. 

When her son was wounded at Point Pleasant, Octo¬ 
ber 11 , 1774, and she heard where he was, she went 
with a led horse two hundred and fifteen miles and 
brought him home early in November. 




MAJOR ANDREW CROUCH 




May 5, 1857, the writer paid a visit to the late Ma- 

* 

jor Andrew Crouch, at the time regarded the oldest 
person in Tvgartks Valley. He lived near the mouth 
of Elk water, Randolph County. Among the interest¬ 
ing items he gave us was one in reference to a land 
title. 

Near the old Huttonsville brick church one James 
Warwick built a pole cabin and cleared a potato patch, 
in virtue of which he claimed the whole bottom con- 
tiguous. John and William White, two brothers, as¬ 
serted their claim to the same land. It was finally de- 
cided to settle the dispute by a fair fight, fist and skull. 
Mr Warwick, being a small man, proposed to Joseph 
Crouch—or rather to his father—to exchange lands 
with him. He did so, and moved on to the tract. 
The Whites came on soon after to drive him awav. 
After some wrangling it was finally agreed upon to 
settle the dispute by a fight, provided Andrew Crouch 
would accept the challenge, Joseph Crouch being some¬ 
what deficient in pluck. 

The ground was chosen for the contest, and John 



HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 






r 






were v 



seat to inform Andrew C rouch of 
He accepted the challenge and 
White. The title was settled, and the 
friendly ever afterwards. 







William White would frequently visit the home 
Andrew Crouch, Senior, and the Major had a vivid re 
membrance of the impression White's appearance mat 
upon his youthful mind as he walked the floor, he w 
so very tall and portly. 

John White fell in the battle of Point Pleasant, and 
William White was killed by Indians in 

County. 


what 


is now 



In the visit to Major Andrew Crouch, May 5, 1857, 

this aged man related a reminiscence of his boyhood. 

When he was about six years of age his father took 

him to the corn field, and while the father worked the 

little boy sat on the fence. One of his uncles came up 

in great haste, bringing the news that Lewis Canaan 

and three children had just been killed by Indians. 

The two Crouches hurried their families to the home 

of James Warwick, not far from where the old brick 

* 

church stood. In their hurry the Crouch brothers 

Warwick seized their guns to go to the help of the 
families exposed to the Indians farther up the river, 



they ne 
boy and 




to barricade the fort, and so the 
girls went out to the branch 







w 






is tace 





was washing the blood from 
nose bleeding, the little girls became 



and without saying anything, ran back into 



j»^ |! /» 
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left him alone. When 

(1 he went back and found the fort 

others had been met bv some 

••• 

ower fort, took them along, and 
and children were left to themselves at 
make the best of their perilous situation. 
When the bov Andrew Crouch came to 








in 









i 



ort he 


heard his aunt in a loud voice giving orders as if there 


were quite a number of men in the fort, when in fact 
the force consisted of three white women and one col¬ 
ored man and wife, and some little children. An 
dian climbed the roof of one of the fort buildings aftei 
nightfall and set it on fire. The colored man put 




out. 


Then the stable was fired. The black man 



they should not burn his horse. He went out and care- 

§j 

fully approached the place. Seeing an Indian by the 

light lie shot at him, and let the horses out and re- 

♦ 

turned in safety to the fort. He dared the Indians to 

*> 

come on, and as there seemed to be not more than two 
or three that showed themselves, it seems . they were 

. 7 _ t' 

not disposed to storm the loud but little garrison. 

When the barn burned down and all became dark, 
the colored woman insisted on leaving the fort and 
giving the alarm lower down. She was 

so, and the next day the men catne up and 
farther down, and 





mov 





the little boy with eight or 



n 


n others went to bury the slain Lewis 

* * « 

ee children. He says no one wept nqi 







seem afraid while the burial was going on 


After the funeral the men, seein 



no 



O 





► « 

believed they had withdrawn, and 
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But late in the evening one Indian killed a 
man named Frank Riffle, near where the brick church 

burned two houses not far away belongin 
Lackey. 








Major Crouch remembered seeing Lackey not ver 







battle of Point Pleasant 


He cou 





rock on which Lackey sat and sung 



war 




, then very popular among the mountaineers in 
commemoration of that eventful struggle. 

«■ 

In subsequent years James Warwick moved to Ohio, 
and rewarded his faithful negro with his freedom for 


his gallantry in saving the fort and the property. This 
Mr Warwick was the ancestor of the Ohio Congress¬ 
man who represented the McKinley district a few years 

since. 




IV. 




OAPTl'RE OF THOMAS WILSON. 


About 1750 John Wilson and Bowver Miller locat- 

t 

ed on Jacksons River, in what is now Highland Coun¬ 
ty, Va. Mr Wilson settled at the mouth of Peak or 
• ' 7 

Stony Run, while Miller located at Wilsonville, farther 

r 7 7 

up. During Braddock's war Mr Miller refugeed to 
Tinkling Spring, and finally across the Blue Ridge, 
leaving land, house, and property uncared for. 

About 1756 Mr Wilson refugeed near Greenville, 
taking his movable property with him, but finding it 
impossible to get subsistence, sent his horses and cat¬ 
tle back and employed some one to do the ranging and 
salting. We hear nothing more of him. In a year 
or two his family ventured to return and took up their 
abode on the east bank of the river, some two hun¬ 
dred yards perhaps below the crossing leading to the 
Bolar Spring. The Indians then raided their home 
about the year 1760. 

This John Wilson, the pioneer, was the grandfather 
of the the late William Wilson, whose daughters Char¬ 
lotte and Susan married Adam and Washington Steph¬ 
enson, citizens of Highland County. 
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1 



a 



the raid John .Wilson, one 
















pied" 
while 




ft 


o 


ort Lewis on the Cowpastui 
assist in raising the house recent 
Washington Stephenson. In the mean- 




Wilson and her daughters Barbara and 
sail were very busy in preparations for the raising, 




wei 




and washing on the east bank of the river 
cabin. Thomas Wilson, a younger son, was 
at the mill grinding the needed corn meal. The mill 

near the crossing of the Warm Run leading to 

the residence of the late David Stephenson. 

LTpon John's return late in the evening as he came 




Indians. 


fringe 


One 

off 


in sight of home he was fired upon 
ball passed under his arm pit and tore the 
his hunting shirt. Mounted on a fleet horse he turned 
instantly to return to the fort whence he had just come 
and was soon out of sight of the Indians. While go¬ 
ing at full speed through the gap a limb knocked his 
hat off. He stopped and picked it up at the peril of 
his life. This person was the father of the William 
Wilson already mentioned, and of the late Mrs Esther 
Bolar near the Warm Springs. 

Upon reaching the fort he told what had happeneti 
and begged for assistance at once. None were willing 
venture that night. The captain then ordered a 
draft for a detachment. It was very late in the 
before the detail reached the summit of Jack Mountain 





overlookin 



le 


valley. 


It was dark, no 





r 






uniiner stars, and in the valley this 


Kg 



wa 




a dense fog. With sad foreboding 



began the descent into the darkness of 



ft 
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Up. my 




1 



J 



ough which they were to gi 



t 






icre their young guide lmd 



/ 



JkJLJI 






sued bv the wily enemy. 


They 






down the mountain, quietly passed throu 

oot except their guide John Wilson 

e dismounted, hung up his saddle 







g 









turned the jaded horse out to graze in the wood 
also advised his friends to leave the path, cross the 
Warm Run, and pass down the right bank by a circui- 
tous way to the mill to see whether it was running or 


not. 


“If it be running/ 1 says John Wilson / 1 


4 % 





bad sign, for then I know the Indians have surprisei 
Brother Tom and killed him, because they would not 
know how to stop the mill. But if it is not running 
there is some hope, for he may have seen the Indians, 
stopped the mill and made his escape, for I know no 
Indian can catch him by running. 

The mill was found to be silent. Young Wilson 
entered it quietly and found everything in place, and 
the newly ground sack of meal was at the chest, se 
curely tied. Taking hope from this, the rescuing 




ty crossed the river just above the mouth of the Warm 
Run, and passed over the bottom to the 
which the church stands, and thence moved with 
greatest caution in the direction of the dwelling on 
opposite side of the river. 

Upon reaching the camp just opposite 
John Wilson advised the men to remain 






cou 



al 



1 



wade over and find out what had 
> 

he could call them over, 
destroyed or occupied 
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do 


return and determine on wlmt would 
When he 










crevice 


upon 


over in 





oached the dwelling he found 
barricaded, but through a well known 
discovered the family was yet there. 

ave the sigual, and his 






hastened 

transports of exulting joy. so great was 







om the long and powerful 
in for so many hours. 


suspense 



#' 


The mother and her daughter Barbara had been 
wounded by the clubs or tomahawks of the Indians, 

but not fatally injured, Susan had escaped unhurt. It 
was found that none but Tom Wilson was missing. 


The last thing known of him he was at the mill. 




on going to the mill early in the morning, the party 
found his track, and that he had been running. This 
they followed until they fouud where Tom had stepped 
on a stick, had fallen, been overtaken and captured. 
The Indians were trailed from that point across the 
river to the bluff near the residence of the late Michael 
W ise. Thence they went southwest to a point about a 
mile below where the church now stands. There they 

i 

remained some time, as the signs indicated. From 




point they were traced back to Peak's Run, up 



i they went. 


Tom 




took 


in all this search 


for Tom. She was well nigh frantic with grief. 

times she would cry out as she went ii 

r by fifteen or twenty yards: “ 






vance of 


are my poor brother's tracks.'’ 




Upon reaching the top of Back Creek 




was 




to go no further. 


as 







72 


HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


CO 


C 






o nothing with so many savage 

\vas with great difficulty 






evaded on to return. 


For 


v 



• #3 



Tom. 


He died of fever soon 





We hear nothing of John Wilson, 
not appear to have been at home. 
The writer is indebted to the late John C 
or the material for this and other sketches. 



isms in 










could 


was 



* 


» 


n 








* ■> 



Information was received concerning Tom 
in the following manner. 

David Kincaid, who had been one of the fourteen 

rescuers, went with an expedition sent to treat with 

the Indians at Fort Pitt concerning the ransom of pris- 

A treaty was made and a day appointed for 

giving up all in captivity. That day passed away and 

no prisoners were brought in as agreed. It looked 

* 

suspicious, and that night every precaution against sur¬ 
prise was taken, lest the Indians should prove hostile 
and treacherous, but nothing occurred as feared. 


oners. 






The next day was nearly spent, when late in 
evening a little girl ten years of age was brought i 
She could speak nothing but Indian dialect, and cou 

nothing about herself. Mr Kincaid’s wi 
three children had been taken prisoners about the time 
Tom Wilson was taken. He remembered one 
children had lost a thumb. Upon examination 
found as he had stated, and the recognition 







and 




d was of the most touching 

Mrs Kincaid was brou 









ft 
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i 


wife, and the only surviving child were 




.M r 



could tell all about that which ha 




pened to Tom Wilson. He had just * finished 

was on the wav to the house, 













east 



the Indians, who were coming down 
the river. Wishing to take him alive they 




lim off, and he took up the riveV and 


was 


caught. They wished also not to alarm the women at 


work near the dwelling, nor the men at work on the 
west bank near where the new house was to be reared, 
getting in the logs and hewing them. 

Tom and the other prisoners were taken to a place 
some distance awav. Thev were securely bound and 
left in the charge of an old Indian, while the rest 
should return and capture the parties already referred 
to. In this they failed, and all escaped to the house, 
though some were slightly wounded by the tomahawks 
throw'll at them. The doors were barricaded, and the 
Indians repulsed without taking any captives. 

John Wilson having made his escape on horseback, 
the Indians supposed he would soon return with men 
from the fort, and so they did not press the seige, but 
started immediately for their towns and were miles 
away ere John returned. 

Thomas did not survive his captivity very long. 

John 











in 






5 



on said he had great difficulty in 

give up the house raising 
was certain all danger for the time 
John also reports that among 
is mother and sister Barbara, was 





1 




Irish weaver whose name is forgotten. 



t 





attack was made he was weavi 



in an 











4 melee an Indian came upon 
The Irishman fell forward on 






t 








e trigger was pulled, the ball inflictin 

lip. 

When the relief party came in the night, and the 
question was asked i4 is anybody killed V' the Irishman 
quickly responded: %t An faith, there is nobody killed 
but meself !” 


The writer is also under obligatiovs to Squire John 
('leek for the following items: 

A tight occurred between the whites and Indians at 
Cunningham s fields, near Harpers, head of Kerr’s 
Creek. The Indians are reported by tradition to have 
carried their dead to the summit of the mountain and 
buried them under the stones now found near the road¬ 
side on the way from Rockbridge Alum to Lexington. 

The first settlement on the Bullpasture River, 
Highland, was made near the Blue Spring, known 
the Locrkidge farm, by the Ilicklins and Estills. The 
Grahams and Carlyles the next farms higher up the 
river. Pullin, a native of Ireland, settled above Car- 





e 


A good many of these settlers sold 




moved to Kentucky, and some of 




gi 



in their western homes. 




BATTLE NEAR CRAB BOTTOM. 


The writer received the following items of history 
from the late William McClintic, Esq., of Bath Coun¬ 
ty. This gentleman was a prominent citizen, and ac¬ 
cepted most of the important county offices in the gift 
of his fellow citizens, and he had a passion for history. 
He has a grandson living in our county, I)r V . T. Mc¬ 
Clintic, who ranks high as a physician. 

Mr McClintic says that when the Indians gained 
their victory near the mouth of Falling Spring Run, in 
Alleghany, 1768, they were so elated that one hun¬ 
dred and eighty warriors pressed on as far as Kerr's 
Creek, where some persons were slain and others tak¬ 
en prisoners. On their return they crossed the Warm 
Springs Mountain near the springs, and camped close 
by the springs. The next day they camped on Back 
Creek, near the place where John Gwin resided a few 
years since, eight or ten miles above Mountain Grove. 

As soon as possible, three companies under Captains 

Lewis, Dickinson, and Christie started in pursuit. 

Christie's company was from near Waynesboro. The 

* 

Indians were followed to the north fork of the South 




B 


men < 



Potomac. The scouts ( 



* 



the 


encampment not far from Harper's Mill. 

ic Indians seemed to be heedless 
Some were dressing deer skins, mendin 









m 



Ol' 



>king 









T 




attack 








It seemed most likely that the Indian scouts might get 

< n the trail of the whites before night and hence 
warned of their danger, and it was concluded best 

attack them without delay. 

T1 le three companies were to be deployed in 
manner as to invest the camp and to begin the attack 
simultaneously. Major Vance was sent forward to a 
point overlooking the encampment, with instructions 
that if the Indians showed any signs of having discov¬ 
ered the approach of the whites to signify it by firing a 
gun. Lewis and Dickinson had nearly reached the 



points they wished in order to open the attack, 
Christie had not quite reached his position, when the 
signal was heard. Lewis and Dickinson rushed in. 
Unfortunately, Christie's men set up a tremenduous 
yelling and began to rush toward the scene of action. 
The Indians, with much presence of mind, retreated 
in the direction where there was no noise, and what 
happened to be the course most favorable for their es¬ 
cape, so they succeeded in making good their 
with but a slight loss of life. One warrior came 





camp after a short lull, and dodged from 
escaping the shots discharged and the stones 
ahawks thrown at him until he reached his 


to tree 


9 





un 
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then he darted off, apparently unharmed. 

Blame was attached to Major Vance for being in too 
much of a hurry in giving the signal for the attack, 
but he and his companions made what was decided to 
be a good excuse. Major Vance said they happened 
on two Indians, one leading a horse and the other 
holding a buck upon it, and they were coming in a di¬ 
rection by which they would unavoidably be discover¬ 
ed, so it was thought better to shoot them than be dis¬ 
covered. and the Indians in camp have timely warning 
of the approach of the pursuers. 

All the plunder of any value found in the camp, 
horses, blankets, guns, knives, pots, and kettles, were 
taken to Waynesboro and about twelve hundred dol¬ 
lars realized by,their sale. 


LACKEY’S SONG. 

On page 567 reference is made to one Lackey sing¬ 
ing the “Shawnee Battle Song,” commemorative of 

the battle of Point Pleasant. As a matter of curiosity 

the words are herewith reproduced. 

# 

Let us mind the tenth day of October, 
’Seventy-four, which caused woe, 

The Indian savages they did cover 
The pleasant banks of the Ohio. 






inning in the morning, 
Throughout the day it lasted sore 
Until the evening shades were returning down 
Upon the banks of the Ohio. 
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ginent proceeds to execution, 



Let fame throughout all dangers 
heroes fought with resolution, 

pon the banks of the Ohio. 



Seven score lay dead and wounded 
Of champions that did face the foe, 

Bv which the heathen were confounded 

Upon the banks of the Ohio. 

Colonel Lewis and some noble Captains 
Did down to death like Uriah go: 

Alas ! their heads wound up in napkins, 
Upon the banks of the Ohio. 

Kings lamented their mighty fallen 
Upon the mountains of Gil boa. 

And now we mourn for brave Hugh Allen 
Far from the banks of the Ohio. 

Oh bless the mighty King of Heaven 
For all his wondrous works below': 

Who hath to us the victory given 
Upon the banks of the Ohio. 





V. 


“MAD ANN.” 


March 22, 1858, it was the writer’s pleasure to visit 
Mrs Smith, the aged mother of the late William Smith, 
who resided five and a half miles north of Covington, 
on Jackson's River. She had been well acquainted 
with “Mad Ann,” an$l related some recollections of 
this noted character of pioneer history. 

She was of English birth, and claimed to have hail¬ 
ed from Liverpool. Her first husband was a Mr Trot¬ 
ter. who was drowned in Jacksons River near the resi- 
deuce of the late Squire Alexander MeClintic. The 
water was quite shallow, but being in a state of intoxi¬ 
cation he perished in the ripples, leaving a widow and 
two sons, William and John. William Trotter, in 
1858, was living at Point Pleasant. 

Mrs Trotter lived awhile as one of the nearest neigh¬ 
bors of the Smith family. Her property ^as a little 
rude log hut, three acres of arable land, two cows, two 
pigs, and a horse. Before her reason became impair¬ 
ed she was a person of fine sense, and was much better 
educated than the generality of females at her day. 
As to her moral reputation in later life, she was not on 




r. 
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a?sar s 


w if e 


above 


suspicion 


m 










she 

for 


anv 

•r‘ 













, would not steal, or 
in stealthy ways. 

made frequent journeys to Point 
carry powder and lead for the use of 

there to check Indian incursions 
very erratic in later life, her miud becoming unsettled 
by grief over the death of one Baily, supposed to have 
been killed by the Indians. In persou she was quite 
small, and after her mental troubles preferred to wear 
man's attire. She rode “Liverpool,” a black, blaze¬ 
faced pony, and carried her rifle and shot pouch. She 
chewed tobacco, drank liquor, and thought it very be¬ 
coming to use profane language. 

She was regarded as perfectly, harmless, unless irri¬ 
tated. Then she would shoot just as quickly as the 
triggers would work. On her last visit to Alleghany 
she went into camp and remained most of the summer, 
and the neighbors furnished her with with provisions 
cheerfully and plentifully. Mrs Smith's husband hav¬ 
ing lost his horses by water murrain, hired 
pool” to plow corn; paid well for his use, put him in 
good order, and so poor Ann had a good fat horse to 
ride back to Ohio when her visit ended in the fall, and 
she soon after died. 

Only one incident occurred to mar the 
her last visit. One night some niiscliievoii 
out coon hunting molested her 

She was soon out after them 
and it was with difficulty they escaped 
concealment. They were thus made to 










1 
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hunted themselves, and quiet 




t 




She had a great many marvelous tales of adventure 

ie Indians to relate, but Mrs Smith thought they 
were mostly fanciful. The one she would tell 
oftenest was that when pursued by the Indians she 
took refuge in a swamp, and by lying in the water all 
night made her pursuers lose her trail, and they could 


not track her the next day. Mrs Smith thought the 
following to be a true occurrence!: 

A man, to annoy t4 Mad Ann ' and to amuse himself 
and others to see how she would talk, weep, and rave, 
told her that one of her sons was dead. As was ex¬ 
pected, she was greatly distressed and was very de¬ 
monstrative in her expressions of grief, until she heard 
it was all in fun. When she met the young man after¬ 
wards she reminded him of the cruel jest, and told him 
in a most solemn manner that he would be the first to 
die in his neighborhood. What she foretold actually 
occurred the following summer, almost a year after¬ 
wards. It was a striking coincidence, to say the least. 

She died in Kanawha, aged, as was supposed, one 
hundred and five years. The Hon. Virgil L6wis 


las 



an interesting sketch of this remarkable per¬ 
son, and her fame is assured as long as the history o 
pioneer adventure has interested readers, and that wi 
be as long as the State of West Virginia has a loci 
habitation and a name. 






VI. 


NION AND CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS. 


In response to our request for the names of I'nioii 
and Confederate soldiers, the following are all that 
have come to hand, furnisned by H. F. McLaughlin, 
Beverly Waugh, and A. L. Gatewood. 


Company I 25th Reg. Virginia Infantry, C. S. V. 

D. A. Stofcr, Captain. 

J. H. McLaughlin, 1st Lieutenant. 


Angus, Timolean 
Alderman, Andy C: 
Akers, James H. 
Arbogast, Daniel 

Boon/B. B. 

Burr, George 
Burr, Frederick 
Burr, William 
Bradley, Janies 
Corbett, Mustoe H. 
Cleek, Feter L. 

Cash, George H. 
Carpenter, William H. 
Cole, William 


Johnson, Joe 
Lvons, Enos 

t/ 7 

Moore, Levi 
McGlaugh 1 in, H. 
Maher, Fatrick 
Moore, Michael 
Mitche, Sylvester 

x #/ 

Mathews, J. W. 
Moriarty, Fat 
Files, John 
Piles, William L. 
Pence, J. W. 

Robey, Walter H 
Swadly, James 
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n, Charles 
Ervine, William 






Slaven, 

Seehert, Lanty 








Griffin 



John 

P. 




Gammon, William 
Gammon, C. S. 
Hannah, Robert 
Hannah, Joseph 
Helmick, George A 
Henson, William H. 
Hogseft, William R. 
Herold, C. B. 
Herold, B. F. 
Haines, J. B. 
Hamilton, A. G. 
Jordan, Joseph J. 


Sivev, Cain 
Shannon, James 
Shannon, Miehae 
Smith, Louis 
Simmons, C. A. 
Shrader, B. F. 
Varner, David A. 
V eaver, C. W. 
Weaver, R. L. 
Ware, Eugene 
Ware, George 
Ware, William T. 
Ware, Benjamin 
Willihan, Michael 
Willihan, Pat 

Waugh, Levi 


This company was engaged in the following battles : 
Philippi, McDowell, Winchester, Cross Keys, Port 
Republic, Seven days fight around Richmond, Slaugh¬ 
ter Mountain, Second Manassas, Bristow Station, 
Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, Second Winchester, Get- 
burg, Mine Run, and Wilderness. In the latter 
the 25th Regiment was captured. Seventeen men 
Company I were in the capture. They were first taken 
to Point Lookout, Md., thence to Elmira, N. 

the seventeen lived through the war, t 
prisoners. 









Twenty men enlisted in Company I, 



West 




* 



•y, IJ. S. A., viz: 
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o 



n Kellv, Perry Buzzard, W. H. Sims, C 

* T » 



w 


s 




1 


Petei 



Grimes, Sargeant 


Frank 



Abraham Sharp, C. N. Kelley, J. B. Hannah, 1 






§ 





overly Waugh, Lieutenant, 
iuies, I). K. Sims, Calvin Kelley, 



* 



s 









Wc 


?siev 



•low, Alfred 1). Gay, George 




n 




( 



k Grimes, W. A. Kellev, John W. Tvlei 


% 


m 


Then there were Union soldiers from this county 


in 


other regiments, viz: Andrew Wanless, Nelson Wan- 
ess, John Curry, Thomas Akers, William Cutlip, Jer¬ 
emiah Sharp, Armenius Buzzard, Clark Kellison, An¬ 
drew Kell iso n, James Kee, William Duffield, William 
Duncan, Joseph Moore, David Moore, Milton Shar 
Brown Arbogast, George Arbogast, James E. Johnson 
Clark Dilley, John Slaton, John F. Wanless, Peter 
McCarty. 





When the Levels Cavalry under Captain Andrew G. 
McNeel, 1861, were disbanded, many of its members 
joined the Bath Cavalry under Captain Archie 

* 

ards. April 25, 1862, this company was formed ii 
two companies, “F” and “G, ,% and was known as the 
Bath Squadron, attached to the 11th Virginia Cavalry. 
Dr A. G. McChesney was Captain of Company 
C. L. Gatewood, 1st Sergeant, and Edwin S. Beard, 
2d Sergeant. The following persons from Pocahontas 




were members of this company : Moffett Beard, W. 


W 


Beard, John 



G. Beard, John J. 

James Callison, Clark Cochran, 
Cochran, Andrew Edmiston, Richard Edmiston 
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thew Edmiston, John L. Kennison, Davis Kennison, 

I>. B. McElwee, B. D. McElwee, John McCarty, A. 
Gr. McNeel, G. H. Moffett. 

Fox hall A. Daingerfield was captain of Company G. 

John Andrew Warwick 2d lieutenant by brevet. An- 

«/ 

drew G. Price, James Friel, James W. Warwick, Jr., 
aud George Young were members of the company 
when organized. 

Quite a liuinber of our citizens were soldiers in Cap¬ 
tain William L. McNeel 1 s and Captain Jacob W. Mar¬ 
shall’s companies of mounted infantry, and in Captain 
J. C. Arbogast’s Greenbank company, 31st Virginia 
Infantry, but the compiler has been unable to secure 
requisite information respecting them. 




VIII. 


HUNTERSVILLE—THE FIRST COUNTY SEAT. 


For a number of years previous to the organization 
of the county, in 1821 , Huntersville had been a public 
place, as merchants and tradesmen from the east would 
arrange to meet the hunters here and barter goods for 
the proceeds of the chase. It was suggested by some 
that Smithville would be an appropriate name for the 
county seat, for apparent historical reasons. The pre¬ 
sent name Huntersville, however, was strenuously in¬ 
sisted upon by John Bradshaw and his friends, as a 
special compliment to the hunters that swarmed there 
during the trading season, and to whose presence and 
patronage the place owed very much for its prosperous 


< 




evelopment. 

It was for a long while after the organization o 
county that Huntersville retained precedence as the 
principal trading place for the entire county. The 



est stores were usually here. Many 
come every month to the courts, and once 










; Muster'” would bring out all subject to in 
duty between the ages of 18 and 45, and many 
besides. During the superior courts and the 










mu 
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• of persons from the eastern conn 






ware 


1 




to sell hats, saddles, harness, 

cent whiskey, and other com 



too numerous to specify. The stores 




rooms wou 




a rushing business, and the horse 



cattle market would sometimes be very lively 


Take 



it altogether, Huntersville was by common consent re¬ 
garded as a little place with large ways. It was no 
uncommon thing for Huntersville merchants to realize 

or four hundred per cent on dry goods, and not 

4 

much less on groceries, during the period from 1822 to 
1845. When the Huntersville and Warm Springs 
turnpike was made, and the Parkersburg road pene¬ 
trated upper Pocahontas, then stores of importance, 
opened at Greenbank and Millpoint and in rapid suc¬ 
cession at other points until mercantile operations have 
come to what they are now. 

A very disastrous fire occurred in the winter of 1852 
by which the most of the business part of the village 
was consumed to ashes. The Craig residence, two 

buildings 
the corner 


and a hotel, comprising a range of 


tending from the Presbyter 


opposite the court 1 
Browns Mountain c 

fought 


At the 


there lived on 


veter¬ 


an 




battle 


Waterloo 



Frederick Bur 


He came 


m 




i 







now 




on his return he was met by a person 

, Mr Burr, how does Huntersvi 
his solemn way he replied: “It 








a coat with nothing but the tails left. 


1 ^ 


.During 



war Huntersville was burned 



Federal 
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troo 



m 



sent in from the garrison at Beverh 

a Confederate depot for military 

When peace was restored between t 



prevent 








1 



U1 


tersville recuperated rapidly. Flourishin 






car 



on bv Amos Barlow, J. C. 






Lourv &'Dovle. The farms w T ere reinclosed 
ed methods of agriculture adopted, and 


lmprov 




this 

presents a more attractive appearance than at any time 

in all its previous history. 

The more notable days in the history of Hunters¬ 
ville and of the county citizenship, were the trainings 
and the general muster that would follow. For several 
years after the organization of the 127th Regiment the 
Brigade Inspector was Major John Alexander, of Lex¬ 
ington. He would bring his drummer and lifer with 
him, two likelv colored men uniformed in scarlet like 

f v 

British soldiers, and wore the admiration find envy of 
all the colored people. Some of the black boys would 
say that they desired no better heaven than be musi¬ 
cians and wear such red clothes. 

When the militia regulations were modified, the col¬ 
onel of the regiment would train the officers for about 


three consecutive days before the regimental muster. 
These were usually seasons of much social hilarity, 
and the saloons reaped lucrative returns. The musters 



came off in May, jutt after corn plantin 
mated scenes were never witnessed in our 

irongs passed into Huntersville from 
About 11 o’clock the long roll of 


m 












heard 


of 



The colonel and his staff a 


treet, and paraded the street 



head 

fife 





r 














ieir return the colonel 
the regiment formed, 
icn disappear and retire to 








were 





meantime the loud orders of the 

for their men to fall into ranks, and 

* 

adjutant placed them in position and 

to the colonel that all was in readiness. 







The 


men 


and staff reappeared at the head of the regi- 

Three beautiful silken flags were put in charge 
:ie color guard. The rear rank of the regiment fell 
back a few paces in open order. A procession, form¬ 
ed of the colonel’s staff and color guard, preceded by 
the band, reviewed the regiment, stationed the flags, 
and returned to the head of the regiment. 

In stentorian tones the order was given to close 
ranks and form a column of twos, and soon the whole 
regiment would be on the march to a neighboring field 

just west of the 
one back of the 
o or three hours 


selected for 


The field 


frequently selected, and 


court house 


Tw 



would be passed in the evolutions. The bugle would 
sound the retreat, the drum and fife take up “Bona- 

Eetreat from Moscow,’’ and the whole column 
would prepare to leave the field and fall back on Hun¬ 
tersville in slow and regular order. Having formed in 
open order on the street the colonel and staff 
by the music, had another procession to 

The color guard was led to the head of the 
umn, the colonel dismounted, received the flags 
one, and each was saluted by the roll of 
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am 







away for safe keeping, 
is the regiment was 
fmmv scenes that would 



1 




pen to describe with due justice. C akes, beer, and 
something stronger were now in profuse requisition. 
The sun would sometimes go down leaving a large 
crowd enjoying the hilarity of the occasion, seemingly 
sorry that muster day did not last a week at least. 
“Tomorrow is Sunday, and there is no use in being in 
a hurry to get home. Let us go it while we have a 
chance,” were some of the communications that were 
quite a strain to good morals. 

Among the distinguished citizens of the county who 
were colonels of this regiment appear the names of 
John Baxter, Benjamin Tall man, John Hill, Paul Me- 
.Neel, D. W. Kerr, James Tallman, W. T. Gammon, 
James T. Lock ridge. David W. Kerr yet lives, and 
is the onlv survivor. 


The next notable days were the superior court terms 
when lawyers and judges from abroad would be pres¬ 
ent and hold the courts with great dignity, being out 
of read) of the voters and asked nobody any favors. 
Their decisions were above suspicion, and but few 
cases were ever appealed. Such as were appealed 
never amounted to anything very encour 



The circuit judges, in the order named, were 
Taylor, of Lexington, J, J. Allen, of Fi 









Johnson, also of Fincastle, who died while 
court in Huntersville. Judge Harrison, 
Judges Holt and McWhorter, of Lewisburg, 
Campbell, of Union. 
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The clerks of Pocahontas have been John Baxter, 

Josiah Beard, H. M. Moffett, James Tall- 

William Skeen. William Curry, Robert 

The foregoing held 
same time. A few years 

offices were divided, and J. H. Patterson became cir¬ 
cuit clerk, and S. L. Brown county clerk. During the 
war William Curry was clerk, and his adventures 
success in preserving the records will be long remem¬ 
bered, as one of the most notable instances of official 

in the history of the State. 

The responsible office of Commonwealth's Attorney 
has been held by Johnston Reynolds, of Lewisburg, 

W. II. Terrell, of Warm Springs, D. A. Stofer, R. S. 
Turk, and L. M. McClintic. 

The attorneys who have plead at the Huntersville 
Bar include such names as the following, besides those 
already mentioned: J. Howe Peyton. General Samuel 
C. Blackburn, George Mayse, Andrew Dameron, 
Captain R. F. Dennis, J. C. Woodson, Matthew Ed - 
miston, F. J. Snyder, Judge Seig, C. P. Jones, L. H. 
and J. W. Stephenson, William McAllister, Judge 
Baily, Governor Samuel Price, Dr Rucker, J. W. Ar- 
buckle, T. H. Dennis, J. T. McAllister, J. A. Preston 
The resident attorneys have been T. A. Bradford, 


D. A 








. William Skeen, H. S. Rucker, R 

, C. F. Moore, N. C. McNeil, 












. McClintic, Andrew Price, 
lysicians who have been located 



Hunters- 




1 


were Dr Sexton, Dr McClelland, Dr Porterfield 
from Rockbridge, and Dr Payne of Waynes- 




bo ro 



j 



ne claimed to be sufficiently proficient 


w 


in 



en trades and occupations to make a livin 






1 



So 






















required to do so. 

Moffett was the first 

locate in Huntersville. He came in 
len the Scott brothers, Howard & Archie, 

Wallace, Dr H. M. Patterson, Dr J. M. Hamilton, 
and Dr S. P. Patterson have been resident physicians. 
The last named is the present resident physician. 

For many years a thriving business was 
in the harness and saddlery business. First by John 
Haines, who employed three or four hands, 
him William Fertig, who employed as many, and 
handsome returns were realized by both. The business 
is now in the hands of William Grose & Son. 

Before the peripatetic children of Israel brought 
ready made clothing in our county, tailoring was a 
good business at Huntersville. Messrs Campbell and 
John and James Holden turned out a great deal 
work. Three or four hands would be busy much of 
the time, especially in the fall and early winter, or 
when there were weddings in prospect. Weddings 
also gave the saddlers a goodly share of business. It 
was considered in good form for the bride to have a 



new outfit, horse, saddle, and bridle. 





r 



wo 











not think he had much of a chance for 
not do his courting and visiting on a 
bridle, all made at Huntersville. 

while blacksmithing was an excellent 
there was so much horse shoeing and 
wagon repairing to do for the teamsters, and so few 


For a 




as 








anywhere near 












the intersection of the 
and Marlinton roads. Three or four hands 

could do. No traces of it now remain. 
Jack Tidd, a man of herculean strength and 

carried on the work in a large 
corner now occupied by H. S. Rucker 
Jack Tidd was succeeded by William Dil- 
iose skill as an artisan was thought to be rather 
remarkable. The business is now in the hands of G. 
W. Ginger. 

For a long series of years, however, nothing seemed 
more flourishing that the hostelry business in conjunc¬ 
tion with salooning. One of the principal hotels, and 
where the colonels usually had their headquarters, was 
located about where the Loury store house now stands. 
It was conducted by J. Williams, John Bussard, John 
Holden, Porterfield Wallace, I. C. Carpenter, and E. 
Campbell in succession, but was burned in the great 
fire of 1852. The other hotel was managed by Wil¬ 
liam Gibson, John Haines, and Davis Hamilton in 

succession, but was burned during the war by the fed¬ 
eral troops. About the year 1848 license for saloon- 

was refused by the court, which course has 
uniformally sustained from that day to this. 

In regard to educational interests, Huntersville has 





some 



schools 


About the year 1841 a c 



t 




ei 


Academy was built near the place now occupied 
Dr Patterson’s residence. The names of the teach 
, as now remembered, were J. C. Humphrie 




Augusta County, A. Crawford 








m 
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, Rev T. P. W. Magrndei 



> 


rice, and a Professor 

















To Huntersville is due the distinction 

e in Pocahontas where a 

& 

oughout the year. In the year 1839, Rev J. 
M. Harris, a young minister in broken health, was ad¬ 
vised to come to the mountains as a relief for bronchial 
troubles. He was a native of Pennsylvania, and in 
his preparation for the ministry he was a student of 
such brilliant promise that he was called to do his first 
preaching by a chureh in New Orleans. His charge 
has since become the foremost Presbyterian church in 
the city, and achieved a national reputation under the 
ministry of Dr Palmer. 

For a time it looked as if Mr Harris were destined 


be a pulpit 


of the first 


gnitude 


N 


disabled him. and 


resorted to the Yir 


forlorn hop 


health 


In 



few weeks after reaching Huntersville he opened 
school, and also gathered a Sabbath school. His school 
room was in a building near where the Methodist 


church now stands, \ 
Matt Wallace as a pi 


after years used by Dr 


office 


After 





i 





Huntersville for a year or two, his hea 
good deal. It was in his room at Holden 
writer saw what a Greek Testament and 
Bible looked like, and came to the conclusion 
would require something more than human 
to make any sense out of books printed 
thing that looked more like grammatical 












some- 

tracks 
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and systematic fly specks than printed words. 

When Mr Harris left Huntersville he went to Hamp¬ 
shire County. There he married a lady of considera¬ 
ble wealth, and lived for many years in an isolated 
mountain home, where it was high and dry. He had 
a fine library, the leading newspapers, reviews, and 
magazines, and kept well informed as to what was go¬ 
ing on in the world. He tried to do good when op¬ 
portunities permitted, though expecting any year might 
be his last. Mr Harris was in early life the peer of 
Summerfield, and both entered the ministry about the 
same time. Summerfield’s career was brief, but bril¬ 
liant and famous. Harris by coming to the mountains 
had a career that was long, but useful and happy. 

The first published notice of preaching services at 
Huntersville occurs in the diary of the Rev S. B. Witt, 
a Baptist minister. He spent a year or two in pioneer 
preaching in Pocahontas, Bath, and Greenbrier Coun¬ 
ties, about 1823-24. During the time of his first visit 
to Huntersville there was a dancing school in progress. 
The dancing master very politely suspended when time 
for preaching came, and took hie scholars to hear the 
seamon. Soon as the preaching was over the class re¬ 
assembled and finished the lesson at a later hour. 
Here is an extract from Dr Witt’s diary : 


September 18, 1824—Preached to-day at Hunters¬ 
ville to a considerable congregation. At this place 
there is a dancing school just commencing, and as soon 
as the meeting was over the greater part of the con¬ 
gregation returned to the ball room and commenced 





s'rom of pocahon 





< 


lancing. 



that 1 may be the honored instrument 


in the hands of the Almighty of bringing 
knowledge of the truth. 



to the 
















Witt became a noted minister in 
ounty, and gathered a church of seven or 

red members on Sandy River. The 

student at the seminary heard Dr Witt preach the me¬ 
morial sermon of a wealthy citizen, who committed 
suicide on his wife's grave a short time after her death. 

The writer led the singing of the hymns. After the 
service w T e made Dr Witt's acquaintance. The vener¬ 
able man had not forgotten about the dance, and men¬ 
tioned the Poages and Call Isons as persons he w r ell re¬ 
membered. Dr Witt was quite independent, even 
wealthy, and spent his old age in a charming country 
home in the limits of the grand congregation he had 
gathered in a pastorate of nearly thirty years duration. 
S. B. Witth, Jr., a Richmond lawyer, is his son. 

For many years religious services were held in the 
courthouse. Then when the academy was built in 1842 
it was used as a place of worship by Methodists of all 


branches, Episcopalians, 


and 


Presbyterian 


The 


> 


resbyterian church afterwards became 



place where 


all denominations generally worshipped. This build- 

It w 



was erected about the year 1855. 

* 

barracks during the war and was much 
In the early summer of 1805 the 

. T. Price w T cre engaged in the 

















g held after the w*ar. 


r> 


A 



sacramental 

federal 





* 

om Buckhannon passed 




town, rode 
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around the church, looked in at the 

the horses with critical eyes, and 
services were going on all the while without even 




m @ 












an d 






mon and sacramental services over, 

rode in from the country 

horse near the church, went to 
found that it had been taken 





morn i n 


et 












orse. 


1 1 


During AverilPs retreat throu 





Levels this horse was abandoned as worn 





Mr Dunlap had taken it up and put it in good condi¬ 
tion. The venerable preacher had to return to his 

home at Hillsboro on a borrowed horse. 

Ten or eleven years since the Methodist church was 
built on its present site, and so for the present the 
town is well provided with churches. 

Five or six years ago the Masonic fraternity of Po¬ 
cahontas County, represented by the Huntersville 
Lodge, needed a lodge room. Arrangements mutually 
satisfactory were made with the trusteeship of the Pres¬ 
byterian church, and the building was enlarged and 
renovated in very attractive style. The inception and 
completion of this arrangement is largely due to James 
H. Doyle. 

Nature seems to have marked Huntersville and vi~ 

« 

cinity as designed for something of more than or 
importance. The locality is approachable from the 
quarters of the earth by valleys converging here, 
beauty of the scenery everywhere displayed i 

phenomenal, in the view of all who have 
appreciate whatever is picturesque in mountain 
and streams. The air is pure and exhiiaratin 
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era! waters abound in profusion, chalybeate, alum, and 
sulphur. The most remarkable, however 
arsenious-lithia fountains that bubble up in 
Meadow, in volume sufficient to meet 




need 



Id 



health 



equiring the 



of litliia reined 




AVERILL’S RETREAT. 



In December. 1863, General AverilTs army sudden- 
appeared on the crest of the river ridge opposite 
Hillsboro, and covered the face of the country by 
straggling along routes parallel with the county roads. 
It was the army that a few weeks before had been vic¬ 
torious at Droop Mountain. Now cold, wet and starv¬ 
ing the men were in headlong, disorganized retreat. 
They appeared so suddenly that the men who were at 
home had no opportunity to escape and were taken 
prisoners, and the women had no time to conceal their 
scanty household stores. At one place the house was 
ransacked, but a large quantity of maple sugar was not 
found. It was under a lounge, and the lady of the 
bouse had three girls calling. . They sat on the lounge 
and spreading their skirts concealed effectively 
treasured sugar. 

The soldiers were practically starving. At one place 
eagerly consumed all the scraps of rancid fat that 






been set aside for soap grease. 


At 



ome Dutch soldiers drank and ate from the swil 
A woman whose husband was in the Confederate 
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saw 







bacon 



slender supply of bacon carried 
soldier. An officer riding up, she 
protection. He ordered the man 

le soldier replied, 4 4 You be --— 

immediately tired upon the soldier, w 







a 

to 











mm 


pe( 


le stolen meat and ran. 


The men who were at home were nearlv 









in 


A large number of these prisoners were 
Academy in Hillsboro, and the guards who were plac¬ 
ed over them slept the sleep of utter exhaustion. A 
bold movement on the part of the pursuing Confeder¬ 
ates would have captured the whole force. Not until 
the town of Edrav was reached and news of immediate 
reinforcements from Beverly, did the men of AverilPs 
command see any peace or comfort. The retreat was 
made from Salem to Beverly, four hundred miles, in 
sixteen days and in the worst weather. 

The information from which this sketch is written is 

4 

gathered from various sources, and we can not person¬ 
ally vouch for its correctness, and it is very apt to be 
criticised by those who were actors in these scenes. 


But that is the general fate of war literature. 


Let 


an 


old soldier write of the war, and men who have served 
with him will have a different version of it. It will 
not be until the memory of man runneth not to the 
contrary that a true history of the great war will be 

written. 

General William Woods Averill was born in Came- 



1 



m 


in 






i 





Y., in 1832. He was graduated at West Point 
and until 1857 served in the garrison 
He then went to the frontier in 






* 



war 



, where he was wounded. At the battle 
he was first lieutenant of a company of 







was made colonel of the 3d 



vania 




J 


later 


in 1861. H is most 









m 











were his campaign in Virginia 
retreat in December, 1863, whereby 

mv of five thousand men from the 
ederacy, was his most brilliant exploit, 
attained the rank of Major General, and resigned 
the close of the war. He was afterwards president 

a manufacturing company. His campaign in this sec¬ 
tion made his name famous. 

The “fourth separate brigade’’ was created March 
28, 1863, and the command given to General Roberts, 
who fixed his headquarters at Weston. It included the 
all the eastern section of West Virginia, in which sec¬ 


tion were numerous Confedei 
being probably more Confedei* 
This was the 4 


pathi 

I T • • 

j me 


», there 
people. 


bushwhacking” section of the country, 


being so many deadly rifle 


engaged in thi 
soldiers would 


ts, and both sides 
warfare. Regular 


made his 


A staid old man (a Union soldier who has 

fortune in the west) told the writer : “Three of us 
up on the hill-side just west of the Marlinton 
on a scout. We saw a man in Confederate uniform 









end of the bridge, stop his hoi 
We all cocked our guns and took aim 
we thought it might be a neighbor aiu 
He turned and I saw 7 it was an uncle 



1 








always been glad wo waited. 


He 
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down 





came to being shot. " 
of things General Roberts intended to 
driving the Confederates out. Jones, 
mboden made a raid on him. 








le country to pillage, and Roberts 

at Washington. 

May 18, 1803, Averill superseded him. 













were to find Roberts and relieve him of 

protect the country between the line of the 
& Ohio and Kanawha River, and guard the pa 
Cheat Mountain. At this time he was about 
years old. He tried to clear the country of 
erateg between Pendleton and Greenbrier. 

in August he destroyed saltpetre works near Frank- 
He passed through Monterey, and instead of 



lin. 


proceeding against Staunton as I mboden expected, he 
came to Huntersville, where he dispersed small de¬ 
tachments of Confederates, capturing some arms and 
stores. A few days later he met a force of 2500 Con¬ 
federates under General Jones at Rocky Gap, near the 
White Sulphur, and after fighting a day and a night 


The 


can- 



people who 



was utterly routed. This was a hot tight, 
nonading was heard in Pocahontas 

could not imagine what forces were engaged. Captain 
Von Koenig was killed in this battle by his own men, 

two reasons are given. The one is that he had 
several of his men recently, and the other that 
he was killed by men who thought it was Averill. 
The Union forces retreated to Beverly 
Augus 

On AverilPs next appearance in the 











tie of Droop Mountain was fought. The Confeder 



fell 



m 


in 




rom Huntersville to the Levels without inak 
, but there was continual skirmishin 





t 



% 


/ 


These Confederates were under the command of Colo¬ 
nel William P. Thompson, who married a Miss Moffett 
of this county, and who after the war became a great 
railway magnate of New York. The Confederate 
forces numbered 4000, and were under the commanc 
of Major Echols. They took their stand on the top 
Droop Mountain, where the turnpike crosses. From 
front it seemed impregnable. Some four or five 
miles distant in the Levels, AverilFs 5000 men pitch¬ 
ed their tents. From the heights of Droop Mountain 
the Confederate soldiers could almost see what the 
enemy was cooking for supper. Averill waited a day 
for reinforcements which did not arrive. Echols was 
reinforced. 

He sent Colonel Moore witli 1000 men west to flank, 
while he made a show of an attack on the front and 
made a fent of passing to the east of the enemy down 
the old road around the end of Droop Mountain where 
the Greenbrier passes through. 

The flanking detachment made a curve of nine mile 
and fell upon the Confederates to the west. As soon 
as Averill detected the confusion incident to an 
in an unexpected quarter, he hurried his men 
mountain, and on their arriving at the top the 


November 6th Averill began the battle. 




ei 





forces scattered. It moves the old Confedei 

» 

niles to this day to think how well they ran 
after the field was lost. 




It was here that Colonel Cochran of Vir 
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ous escape. Hu was, apparent 

of Union soldiers but escaped, 
ed why he had not surrendered, he said: 

Colonel, surrender!' 1 would have 


in the 
















yelled, "Stop, you- 

gun’/ and I would not accommodate any man w 









anguage to me. 


1 * 







Averill went as far south as Lewisburg, 

went to the northern part of the State in 
County. He was notified that he must make 
to Salem, Virginia, and destroy the Virginia & 
essee Kail road. This was sending him with a smal 
force into a country which the Confederates held in 
undisputed possession. His route lay through Peters¬ 
burg, Franklin, Monterey, Mt. Grove, Callahans, 
Sweet Sulphur Springs, and New Castle to Salem. 
Colonel Moore with a considerable force advanced 
through Pocahontas County. The march began De¬ 
cember 8th. It was a hurry call and the horses were 

* 

not all shod, and this work had to be finished on 



road. 


Averill reached Salem just as a train 



o 


His artil- 





soldiers were arriving to defend the place, 
lery forced the train to back out of the place, and h 
destroyed the railroad, cut the telegraph wires 
stroyed the stores. The track was torn up 

five bridges burned, 100,000 bushels of shelled 
corn, 10,000 bushels of wheat, 2000 barrels of flou 

s of salt, 100 wagons, and much 











ble property was destroyed. Six hours were 



in 




Having completed 
business was to get out of a death 




§ 


















Ill 



orces under Fitzbugh 



1 
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\ 


1 






s, and a terrible rain settin 





















stream was flooded. It was one of the meinoi 

of this section. 

His object was to cross into West Virginia, 

Monroe, Greenbrier, or Pocahontas county. 

brush with the Confederates on the retreat was with 

« 

eight miles of the James,River Bridge, on the 

and Covington turnpike. The Confederates raced 
for the bridge, crossed it first, but did not have time 
to burn it. He raced them to the next bridge, five 
miles farther, and the same thing happened. At the 
second bridge before he could get cross, Jackson s 
force was upon him, and Averill held the bridge at a 
loss of 124: men. General Early sent a formal request 
for his surrender, to which Averill made no reply. He 
crossed the Alleghanies, and so one morning when the 
weather was bitte.ly cold and the Greenbrier greatly 
swollen, he put his command across it and swarmed 
into the Levels, before the inhabitants knew there 
were any soldiers about. It is to be doubted if there 
was ever a more wretched lot of soldiers. 

They were in perfect agony as they approached the 
Marlinton Bridge, where a road from the east joins 
the State road running north and soutli on which they 
were traveling. 


We have heard men who were carriec 


along as prisoners say that when they passed tne 


where Marlinton is now built without being.intei 

spsrits rose and they seemed to be 





w 




% 










% 



fears of being captured, 
so worn were they that 




ra \ 


f 
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COU 

COU 



not keep awake. It is said that a hundred 


men 



have taken the whose 


army 


They 


were 


to drop with fatigue, and their powder was 
government recognized this as a briiliaut 





lough their escape was due to pure luck, the Confe 



ei 





taking the wrong roads. The United States 
each of Averill’s men with a suit of clothes and 
a pair of shoes to take the place of those worn out on 
the inarch. 





FROM THE COUNTY RECORDS. 


At April Term, 1826, two gentlemen were indicted 
for horse racing on the public road. 

Against another for retailing spiritous liquors by the 

small measures without a license therefor. 

* 

A list of the rates fixed for ordinaries: Whiskey by 
the half pint 124c, French brandy half pint 25c, rum 
per gill 25c, apple brandy 124c, peach brandy 18fc, 
wines 25c, diet by the meal 25c, grain by the gallon 
12£c, hay for 24 hours 12£c, lodging 12c. 

The crop of old wolf scalps for 1825-6 amounted to 
twenty-one at $5 each. 

James Blindly is allowed $7 for traveling to Lewis- 


burg for stovepipes. 

Surveyors of the county roads were allowed 6£ 
for each day necessarily employed: William 




1 


624c for 10 days; James Waugh 25c for 4 days, 

June, 1827 a levy of $49 was laid and John 

shaw and Samuel Hogsett commissioners were 

le erection of the public stocks 




1 




mm 








ory. 

The court seems to have the power to license preach- 






MitJemen to celebrate the rites 




mioi 






by taking a bond of $ 1500 . 

Everyone ban heard of Major Jacob warw 

moils servant Ben who accompanied him on 

warring, hunting and surveying trips, 

iis master granted his freedom. At the 

following order was entered in reference to 

« 

life and character: 



am 


11 







% 





‘‘Ben, a man of color, who is entitled to his freedom 
under the last will and testament of Jacob Warwick, 

jt 

deceased, bearing date on the 7th day of March, IS 18, 

of record in the Clerk’s Office of this countv. This 

* 

day motioned the court, (the commonwealth’s attorney 
being present) for permission to remain in this county: 
whereupon, it is the opinion of the court, that the said 
Ben be permitted ro remain and reside for his general 
good conduct and also for acts of extraordinary merit, 
it appearing to their satisfaction that the said Ben hath 
given reasonable notice of this motion. 

“The acts of extraordinary merit, upon which the 
order of the court is founded, are the following: 

“It appearing from the evidence of Mr Robert Gay 
that at an early period when the county of Bath (now 
Pocahontas) was invaded by the Indians, he protected 
with fidelity the possessions of his master, and assist¬ 
ed in defending the inhabitants from the tomahawk 
and scalping knife. 

“In addition to this public service it appears from 
the evidence of Messrs Waugh and P, Bruffey that he 
rendered most essential service to his master in saving 
his life on divers occasions. 

“Upon these meritorious acts the court grounded 
their order.” 
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1828, William Brock, prisoner for debt, con 





amount of his debts, $30, 



' all parties 



he took the ‘benifit of the act for the relief 
debtors, which consisted of his giving up 


a schedule 
ed to 







his property, and the sheriff is dii 
from custody when he shall 






$ M t 



livered t,*te property named in the schedule. 

April, 1828 —The county is laid off into three 
tricts. The upper end as low down as Sitlingtons 
Creek, then down to the mouth of Beaver Lick Creek, 
then to the lower end of the county. 

June Term, 1829—County levy $341.37£. Six hun¬ 
dred and eighty-one tithables at 50 cents each. Wolf 
scalps, eleven old ones at $8 each, and four young 
ones at $4 each—$104, or nearly one third of the ex¬ 
penses of the county. The wolves seemed to have 
taken up the greater part of the page space in the early 
history of our county, and to have taken a very large 
part of the revenue. That the citizens had these de¬ 
structive creatures on the run is apparent from the re¬ 
cords. The price upon their heads rises by stages— $4 

8, $10, $12,—and finally readies the princely 


1 



$6 

sum of $15, at which price two were proved in 1855. 
About that time a number of old fox scalps were prov- 
ed at $1 each. From 1829 up, the young wolf scalp 
was worth half as much as an old one would 
from the 





September court an appraisement bill 






an item which 


passed 






To two black women, Delph 







been 


old 
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or of little value from some other cause. 

In another appraisement bill filed at the October 
Court is a list of slaves: One black man named Bill 
willed to be sold, §200; one black woman named Nan¬ 
cy, $250; one black girl named Eveline, $75; one 
black man named Aaron, $300r one black man named 
Lewis, $150; one black boy named Peter, $275, one 
black girl Rachel, $100; one black child Charlotte $40. 

In this appraisement bill sheep are rated at $1 a 
head, cows $10, four year old steers $10, horses $35 
to $45. 

The Messinbird negroes were liberated by their mas¬ 
ter, Henry Messinbird, who settled on the mountain 
overlooking the Levels, and to whom he left his pro¬ 
perty and granted them freedom. Why he was here 

* 

will be always a mystery. He may have been a fugi¬ 
tive from justice. He was a man of great scholarly 
attainments. 
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House Built By William Ewing, at Ewington, Ohio, 1812. 



Enoch Evvino, 1799-1885. 


Va.-O.-Mich. 


Digitized by V^jOOQLC 





CAPTAIN JAMES EWING. 
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The Ewing family of Pocahontas County and vicini¬ 
ty was founded by James Ewing, born near London¬ 
derry, Ireland, of Scotch parents, about 1720. He 
came to Virginia as a young man, and there married 
Margaret Sargent, of Irish birth, who bore him five 
children: Jennie, who married Clendennin, Susan 
who married Moses Moore, Elizabeth who married 
George Dougherty, John, and William. John was 
born in 1747. At the time of the Clendennin massa¬ 
cre in Greenbrier County, John, a mere lad, was taken 
prisoner by the Indians, and carried into the Ohio 
country. There he was adopted into an Indian tribe, 
baptized according to Indian custom, and given an In¬ 
dian name. But John’s Scotch-Irish blood was not 


easily converted to Indian, and when a returning party 
of warriors brought back as a curiosity an English 






ians asked whether his God was au 
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John learned the Indian tongue, 

In his old age, at the 
“Indian in Ins presence he 
se and confound the Indian/' 










He 








ort Pitt 





captivity under a treaty with the 
bly in 1764, and delivered to the whites 

roin which point lie made his way back to 
ginia home. In 1774 he married Ann Smith, Irish. 
They had eleven children, namely: William, 1775- 
1858; Susannah Holcomb, T766-; Hon. John Smith 
Ewing, 1778-1837; Janeat Howell, 1781-1855; Sarah 
Holcomb, 1782-1850; Ann Ewing, 1785-; Andrew, 


1787-1868; Elizabeth; Nancy Mills 


1781 


Lydia 



Burris 1792-1872; Samuel, 1797-1855. The children 

of these gave John a list of grand children numbering 
sixty-five. In 1801, John emigrated from Pocahontas 
and located in Gallia County, Ohio, where he died in 
1825. Of his family, his son William alone remained 
in Virginia, occupying lands on Stony Creek unti 
time of his death. John Smith Ewing represented hi 
district in the Virginia Assembly in about 1812.' An¬ 
selm T. Holcomb, son of Sarah, was a member of the 
Ohio Legislature. John Ewing, son of Andrew, and 
George Burris, son of Lydia, were member 
Missouri Legislature. Andrew, son 
a member of the California Legislature. 








be 


John’s living descendants are legion 

in nearly every western 





among the successful farmers, busine 

men of the country, 
er, Grant City, Mo. 



1 




H 





lem are John 


Ewin 











York- 


1 
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Howell 













rouse, M. 1). Greenview 
n* New London, Mo., P. 

*, Mo., S. C. Holcomb, 

, A. T. Holcomb, Portsmouth 
William Whitman, county clerk, Van West, O., 

Burnside, merchant, Kansas City, Mo., Sumner Ew- 

* 

teacher and author, Springfield, O., Mrs Homer 
McCray, Kendallville, Ind., Laura Dunning, Ingomar 
California. 

The descendants of John Ewing reverently refer to 
lim as 4 ‘Indian John.” 

William Ewing, brother of “Indian John,” was 
born in 1756. In 1774 he joined Arbuckle's compa¬ 
ny of militia, and pursued Chief Cornstalk and his 
braves to the Ohio River, where he participated in the 
famous battle of Point Pleasant. Here he was in the 
thickest of the fight, but came out without a scratch, 
narrowly escaping instant death. He had availed him- 

of the shelter of a sapling while firing at thr red¬ 
skins, when an excited comrade rushed up to the place 
pushing him from his shelter and occupying it himself. 
William was scarcely out of the way before his com- 

was struck in the head by an Indian bullet and 
killed instantly. In after years he related that every 

took deliberate aim at an Indian in that 

in the pan, and his Indian 
at random his gun never mi 
Indian he never knew it, but 
avenge the capture of his 
his brother John. 

In 1785 he married Mary McNeil, sister of Gabrie 







hi 


i’ 





but when 
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“Swago Bill. ’ 


It is said that 



and daughter of Thomas McNei 
('reek, near Buckeye* and was popularly 

blazed a 

after- 
plowing 
preparing 


ine of trees around the lands he selected. 

t 

wards had the tract patented. Once he w i 
when the alarm came that the Indians were 
to attack the settlement. .The shelter of 




nearest 

fort was sought, but the Indians did not appear. After 

a few days of quiet, William ventured out to the farm, 
where he found everything about as he had left them, 
except that a brood of quails which had been hatched 
and mothered by a chicken had disappeared. On his 
return to the fort he shouldered his plow, thinking to 
hide it from the Indians in- the woods. While pro 
ceeding through the woods he suddenly heard “thump, 
thump, thump,” followed by “click, click, click,’ 
and turning to one side he saw three Indians behind a 
large log with their guns pointed at him. They had 
tried to shoot, but their powder was damp, and the 


# 


guns had missed fire. William dropped his plow and 
started for the fort as fast as he could run, with the 
Indians after him. Going over a hill and into a gully, 
le suddenly changed his course, ran up the ravine a 
liort distance and stopped, and shortly had the pleas- 

seeing his pursuers trot by in the regular course. 
Ewing made his way to the fort in sa 
William and Mary Ewing were the 
children, all born on the Swago 


ur 





1 








Elizabeth Doddrill, 1787-1852; Thomas, 17 




1874; Jonathan, 1790 - 1850 ; William, 17 
1793-1824; John, 1795 -; Sarah Wallace, 




1 






mines, 

1827; 
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Enoch, 179 
Neel, 1804-1 







1 


Jacob, 1802-1878; 

1807-1883; Andrew 



ate- 





1885 


a 




The children of these gave William 

children numbering eighty-one 








1 




two of whom are still living. In 1810* William 
his family moved to Gallia County, Ohio, and 
town of Ewington was named in their honor. Thomas 
served as Justice of the Peace for many years. Eliza¬ 
beth, Thomas, William, James, John, Sarah, Abram, 
George, and Andrew lived and died in or near 
Gallia County. Jonathan and Jacob died in Hancock 
County, Ill., Enoch died in Hillsdale County, Mich., 
and Andrew died in Iowa. Mary McNeal Ewing, the 
mother, died in Mercer County, Mo., in 1858. Enoch 
Ewing and his family went to Michigan in 1853, and 
seven of his children are still living in that State, be¬ 
sides a host of grand children. William’s descendants, 
like John’s, are counted among the successful men of 
the country. Among them are Dr G. A. Ewing, 
Jackson, O.; Dr G. K. Ewing, Ewington, O.; Dr U. 
B. G. Ewing, Richmond, Ind.; Dr William Leonard, 
Fostoria, O.; Rev Thomas E. Peden, President Theo¬ 
logical Seminary, Ayden, N. C.; Rev M. L. Peden, 


Temperance, 





W. J. Aieshire, editor, Gibson 




; E. E. Aieshire, lawyer, Stanberry, Mo.; 

civil engiueer, Luray, Mo.; Frank P. 
civil engiueer, Pittsburg, Pa,; Hon. 





Car 

» 

Matthews, President Insurance Company, Toledo 
ex-member 



m 






the Ohio Legislature; E. B. Matthews, 
manufacturer, Jackson, O.; G. W. Ewing, Plymouth, 

L. Ewing, Rutlege, Mo., J. K. Ewing, Port 
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Andrew 


m 



© • 


John W., H. 

Canulen, Mich.; 

J. C. Jenkins, Cunningham 













1 




# 

1 



Jenkins, White, Mich.; William H. 



# 




1 


merchant 


Camden, Mich.; I. E. Ewing, manufacturer, Readin 

W. J. Ewing, merchant, Kunkle, O.; Rev 



J 




H. Ewing, Bristol, Ind.; J. C. Ewing, merchant 


1 



pi oneer. O.; L. P. Cravens, teacher, Lake City, 
Minn.; Ida M. Ewing, Pontoosuc, Ill.; A. L. Ewing, 
teacher, Wellston, O.; Smith H. Ewing, merchant, 

Frankfort, O.; John H. Ewing, county clerk, Gallipo- 
1 is, O.; Rev Sadie P. Cooper, Detroit, Mich.; Pro 

R. B. Ewing, Ewington, O.; Theresa Gilbert, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakotah. 

The compiler is indebted to Hon. A. E. Ewing, of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., for most of the material con¬ 
tained in this sketch. He is a great-grandson of 



•‘Swago Bill,” a grandson of Enoch, and a son 

Henry McK. Ewing. His mother was a Miss Hank, 
of Monroe County. He is a lawyer, and a membei 
the House of Representatives of Michigan in 189 



Captain James Ewing, the founder of these families, 
died probably about the year 1800. He was captain 




company of militia in Augusta County during the 


Revolutionarv war, and tradition asserts 

%! t 



lie re- 







large tract of land in consideration of his ser- 
Tradition makes him the hero 





one occasion 



he 


wa 



One of especial interest i 
an outlaw by the name of Shockley 


f 



w 





ror to the country, and who had stolen James’ 
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ever bis cabin door. His descendants have 

generation, and numerically have 
into the thousands. His Highland Scotch in- 







him to prefer tlie mountains to 



plain 






probable that in his mountain home, sur- 
the perils of pioneer life, beset on the one 
hand by wild animals, and on the other by savage 
dians, he found life quite to his liking. 

His wife, it is said, lived to be one hundred years 





XII. 


CONCLUSION. 




It may not be inappropriate at this time to 
in this book some facts concerning the development 
the county in the last decade of the 19th century, 
which were momentous years for Pocahontas County. 

In December, 1890, an epoch marking snow fell, 
making it the “winter of the deep snow.'” 1 While it 
lay on the groud to the depth of three feet or more, 
Colonel John T. McGraw, of Grafton, made a visit to 


county and purchased the far 


Bottom for 


site. 


Five famII 


m as Marlins 
lived on the 




land now occupied as the site of the town of 
ton. The name of the postoffice had been changed a 
few years before from Marlin's Bottom to Marl inton, 
Mrs Janie B. Skyles, a Maryland lady 


1 


who 


was 


iving here, being instrumental in effecting the change. 

was bitterly opposed by some of the older citizens, 
who objected to the giving up of the descriptive and 









ic name of Marlin's Bottom. 


The purchase of the town site by Co 





was the first intimation that county people 
posed railway developments. The plan wa 
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Camden System of railroads was to be 





aero 




the divide at the head 



















Creek, and to Marlintou. It was a part of the 

& O. R. R. would build an extension 

to Marlintou and connect w 
Camden Road at that place. 

The town of Marlintou was laid off in town lot 

% 

1891, and widely advertised as a place where a tow 
would be built. The building of the railroad was re¬ 
garded as a certainty. The Pocahontas Development 
Company was chartered and took a deed for 040 acres 
on which the town was to be built. They put valuable 
improvements on it. An offer of $5000 to be applied 
on a new court house was made, if the people of the 
county would change the county seat from Huntersville 
to Marlintou. The election held in the fall of 1891 
gave the county seat to Marlintou. At this time Mar- 
linton had a population of about one hundred people. 

The railroad was not built at that time because of 

he money panic which came on the country at that 

time. Colonel McGraw, who had invested largely in 

lands elsewhere in the countv, never ceased to trv 

* ' • 

interest capitalists in this county and develop it wit 
a railroad. His attention being called to the 
route for a railroad up Greenbrier River, he 
vey made from Marlintou to Ronceverte, at a 
10.000. and it was on this location that the 






ur- 







1 



><s 



wa 



built. 


The Greenbrier 







commenced in 1899 and finished in 1901 
& Iron Railway is being built at the 








with it at Durbin. In two years 
















from being one of 
without a railroad, to the 
wap mileage of any county < 
inton began to improve at once. It was incor 

at the April Term of the Circuit Coin 












por 

and held its first election of officers May 5th, 

The first newspaper to be published in 

w.is the Pocahontas Times, founded in 1882 
tersville, and moved to Marlinton in 
cahontas Herald was published in 1894 at Hunters¬ 
ville, and later at Marlinton, and ceased to be publish¬ 
ed in 1898. The Marlinton Messenger was first pub¬ 
lished in 1900. 

The first telephone to be built in the county was the 
Marlinton and Beverly telephone line finished to Mar¬ 
linton in August, 1899. That same year telephone 
lines were built along all the principal roads of the 
county. 

The first bank to go into business in the county was 
the Bank of Marlinton in 1899, and later in the same 
year the Pocahontas Bank was opened.’ Foi 


more 




than a year these banks carried in large sums of money 
by special messengers from the nearest express station 

•om 45 to 57 miles distant, over lonely roads. 

Writing at the time of the railroad development 
beginning, the natural resources of the 

touched. No attention has been 
of iron ore land in the east of 
which will some day make this county fatnou 







va 





iron 





nineties it was discovered that 
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depo 



vast supply of marble which 

ble ever found in the 
been formed to develop 
orae day be ranked high among the mar 
the world. 








The bulk of the timber is still standing, but an im- 

mount.has been floated down the Greenbrier 
River, the St. Lawrence Boom & Manufacturing Com¬ 
pany having* removed in this manner a quarter of a 

billion feet of white pine. The walnut and cherry 
have.been taken out in the last twenty-five years by 
rafting on the Greenbrier, which was once an import¬ 
ant industry, rafting floods in the river being anxiously 
waited for. There were a number of skillful pilots 
who could thread their way with a raft of 50,000 feet 
of lumber between the rocks of this swift river. 

We record these few facts in passing. It will re- 

* * 

quire another book to do justice to the history of this 
county from the Civil War down, and there is much in 
that history that can better be reviewed by another 
generation. 

The sketches which are embodied in this work 
appeared in the Pocahontas Times, and have thus been 

the persons interested, and an opportunity 
afforded for correction that is invaluable, for 
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m 





not true 


It has not been the wor 







, but represents the work of ten 


7 
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or 


more 



preparation 




We wi 




call attention to the fact that 
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home product, written and printed in the county 


and published by reason of the hearty response 
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lontas people who desired to have 
county in an enduring form. 

















which this book is printed is from 

Cheat ^Mountain, in this county, and very 
nished at a nominal price by the West 
& Paper Company. 

In compiling this book the writer and publishers 
iave endeavored to make it an honest history of Poca- 
loutas County, and they have in no instance given uii- 

due prominence to any name in it for a consideration, 
though opportunities have presented themselves which 
were tempting to the publishers, who are at heavy ex¬ 
pense in publishing so large a book. 

In submitting this book to the public, we are aware 
that there are imperfections and omissions that will be 
apparent to many readers. To such we would say that 
no book or writer can cover so great a subject, but 
that you will find in this work so much pertaining to 
the history of this county that it can well lay claim to 
its title. 


THE KNI). 




4 


INDEX, 


A 


Am. Indians, origin 


3 

131 


599 


Arbogast, Benjamin 
Arbogast, Adam, Sr 122 
Auldridge, Wro., Sr 368 
Aver ill's Retreat 

B 

Baker, Henry 
Barlow, John 
Buckley, Joshua 


109 

185 

210 


Battle Point Pleasant 249 


Beard, Josiah 
Burgess, John Sr. 

Brown, Joseph ■ 
Brown, Josiah 
Baxter, William 

Burner, Abram 

Beale, Robert 
Bradshaw, John 
Bussard, Reuben 
Bright, David 
Bright, Jesse Sr. 
Burr, John (not Win) 
Bridger, John & Jas. 


343 
3 51 

363 

364 
419 
426 
495 


C 


c 






Rev John 
at Gibsons 

4 . 

Cambrian Era 



Carboniferous Era 
Corn first ripe 
Coal resources 
Composite Character 
Census Returns 
Clendennin, Arch. 
Cackley, Valentine 
Curry, Adam 
Curry, William 
Cleek, Michael 
Conrad, John H. 
Cassell, Jacob 
Collins, John 
Cochran, Thomas 
Callison, James 
Callison, Anthony 

7 t 

Cooper, James 
Curry, Isaiah 
Crouch, Mai. Andre 


32 

69 







197 

311 

314 

379 

397 

409 

412 

422 

434 

4147 

476 

492 

564 


505 

Crabbottom, Battle 

575 

538 

County Records 

607 

542 

Conclusion 

618 

544 

D 


182 

558 

Death of Cornstalk 

10 


Devonian Era 

32 


Devonian Rocks 

32 

9 

Dilley, Henry 

298 

7 

Daugherty, Michael 

400 

12 

Duffield, Abram 

451 

19 

Drinnon, Walter 

459 

30 

Dilley, Martin 

522 








INDEX 


E 

Examples to emulate 
Ervine, Edward 

ft 1 

Edmiston. Andrew 


23 

165 

169 

489 

86 


Edmiston, William 
Eternal Laws 

F 

French Jesuit Fathers 
First farming operations59 


5 


Flowers 

First Court Day 
Friel, Jeremiah 
Flemmens, John K. 

G 

Geographical 
Grasses, their value 
Grimes, Felix 
Gay, Robert 
Gibson, David 
Galford, Thomas Sr 
Gum, William A. 
Gum, Jacob 
Gay, Hon. John 

H 

Humphreys, Mrs M. 
Huskiug Bees 
House raising 
Hughes, Ellis 


H 


Richard 


Hannah, David 
Hannah, Joseph 



, Christopher 
, Henry 
Hudson, Richard 
Huntersville Notes 



80 

100 

175 

274 


51 

79 

188 

128 

195 

269 

386 

390 

541 


16 

61 

61 

108 

116 

218 

224 



393 

481 

586 


J 

James, David 
Jordan, John 





Killbuck 

Kinnison, Chas 








Kee, Geor 
Kerr, Daniel 

L 

Logan, Chief 
Limestone formed 
Lewis, Colonel Charie 
Lcasons from Stones 








15 

32 

7 

81 




Location of first C. H. 103 

Lightner, Peter 
Lockridge, Lanty 207 
Lackey’s Song 577 

M 

Machine, first threshing 65 
Mills, the first 67 

Marble 71 

Mountains 
Mosses 

Marlin, Jacob 

Mayse, Joseph 
Moore, Moses 
Moore, Margaret 
McNeel, John 
McCollam, Danie 
Moore, ‘Penn.’ John 289 
McLaughlin, 1st group 315 
McLaughlin, 2d group 319 

323 


8 3 
105 
561 
108 
112 
135 
229 


McLaughlin, Hugh 
Moore, Aaron 
Moore, Levi Sr 


27S 


v 







INDEX 


HcClintic, Mrs Mary 255 
Moore, Joseph 355 

McCutchan, Robert D 350 
McNeil, Thomas 381 
McCarty, Timothy 404 
McCarty, Daniel 407 
Moore, Robert 464 

Moore, Isaac 467 

Moore, William 472 

Matthews^ Sampson L 497 
wi Mad Ann'” 579 

N 


Natural Scenes 
Natural Curiosities 




P 

Pioneer Characteristics 12 


Pontiac 8 

Pocahontas Streams 52 
Pocahontas min. spr’s 54 
Poage, William Sr 513 
Price, Samuel 545 

Price, Thomas 547 

R 


Roads 73 

Regiment, 127 th 102 

Ruckman, John H 159 
Ruckman, David L. 489 
Rodgers, James • 535 

S 

Shawnees 7, 9 

Scoth-Irish Character 15 
Silurian Era 31 

Summer, the longest 32 
Scotch-Irish 97 


105 

144 
201 
213 
302 
331 

Soldiers, Union & Con583 

Sharp, Squire James 333 


Sutton', John Sr 485 

Sharp, William Jr 518 

T 

Tallman, James 486 

V 

Van. ■iier, Joseph 32 < 

W 


Sewall, Stephen 
Slaven, John 
Saunders, Diana 
Sharp, John 
Smith, John 
Sharp, William Sr 


Wool and Flax 63 

Wheat Crowing 64 

Wheat Threshing 65 
Whence rain and snow 48 
Warwick, Jacob 234 
Warwick, Mrs Marv 239 

j «> 

Waugh, James Jr 336 
Waugh, Samuel 338 

Webb, John 416 


Warwick, Andrew 428 
Warwick, William 431 
Wan less, William 455 
Wunless, Rev James 457 
Waddell, Alexander 479 
Whiting, Samuel 529 
Wilson, Thomas 568 



Young, William 306 

Yeager, John Sr 442 

Yeager, John Jr 446 




•8 







IB’ 


m 




* 


4 


? 


I 


























♦ 




1 













® 










vn 0 **> 







r 










































